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5 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO AMEND PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UNILATERAL ACTION IN 

6 DESIGNATING THE GRAND STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT; URGING CONGRESS TO 

7 REQUIRE NEGOTIATION WITH THE STATES AND A STRONGER CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL AND 

B ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES IN THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND WILDERNESS 

9 AREAS; AND REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF THE GRAND 

10 STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESOLUTION. 
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WHEREAS, on September 1 B, 1996, President Clinton declared 1. 7 million acres in southern Utah 

as the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument; and 

WHEREAS, the President abused the purpose of the 90-year-old Antiquities Act of 1906, which 

allows the President to act without Congressional approval, by significantly overreaching in the number of 

acres designated; and 

WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests to work through the legislative processes 

already in place under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act of 1976 to determine areas appropriate for designation as wilderness and national areas 

and national monuments; and 

·• . 
WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests from Utah's leaders to negotiate a compromise; 

and 

WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the social implications of national monument 

designation, including the fact that 200,000 acres of Utah's school trust lands lie within the designated 

areas and will be rendered useless, resulting in a potential loss of billions of dollars for the education of 

Utah's schoolchildren; and 

WHEREAS, the President failed to consider the social implications of substantial numbers of citizens 

being displaced from their homes, places of employment, and way of life as a result of the loss of economic 

development that will follow the designation; and 

WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the economic implications of national 
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1 monument designation, including the potential tax revenue loss to the federal and state governments and 

2 to the school trust fund of billions of dollars from mineral and petroleum exploration and development and 

3 related jobs; and 

4 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the environmental implications of national 

5 monument designation, such as that the 62 billion tons of coal deposits in the Kaiparowits Coal Basin are 

6 an extremely efficient, low-sulfur, clean-burning coal and that given the vast reserves of clean-burning coal 

7 available, it is not environmentally or economically sound to continue to "waste" clean-burning coal 

8 reserves; and 

9 WHEREAS, to ignore large, domestic deposits of our cleanest-burning coal only increases our 

10 dependence on foreign energy sources and reduces our energy and national security; and 

11 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider alternative plans that would result in a more sound 

1 2 environmental protection policy; and 

13 WHEREAS, the declaration of nearly 2 million acres as a national monument does nothing to 

14 preserve a wilderness area; instead, the area will likely become clogged with roads and tourist buses; and 

15 WHEREAS, an alternative proposal would allow 350,000 acres to be designated as true 

16 "wilderness" areas to preserve their natural beauty, while other areas could be designated as a national 

17 monument and still others reserved for mineral activity, which makes sense socially, economically, and 

18 environmentally; and 

19 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument presents significant 

20 negative social, economic, and environmental consequences for not only Utah's citizens, but all Americans. 

21 

22 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

23 STATE OF MONTANA: 

24 That the State of Montana support policies that balance the social, economic, and environmental 

25 needs of people and communities with the needs of environmental preservation in federal decisionmaking 

26 processes. 

27 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Montana urge Congress to amend the President's 

28 unilateral action to require negotiation with the states and a stronger consideration of the social and 

29 economic consequences, including takings, in whole or in part, in the designation of national monuments 

30 and wilderness areas. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be referred to as the Grand Staircase--Escalante 

2 National Monument Resolution. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State transmit a copy of this resolution to the 

4 President of the United States, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President 

5 Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, and to each member of Montana's Congressional Delegation and 

6 state Legislature. 

7 -END-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE LCl l lO.Ol 

ON STATE/FEDERAL RELATIONS 

5 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO AMEND PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UNILATERAL ACTION IN 

6 DESIGNATING THE GRAND STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT; URGING CONGRESS TO 

7 REQUIRE NEGOTIATION WITH THE STATES AND A STRONGER CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL AND 

8 ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES IN THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND WILDERNESS 

9 AREAS; AND REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF THE GRAND 

10 STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESOLUTION. 

11 

12 WHEREAS, on September 18, 1996, President Clinton declared 1. 7 million acres in southern Utah 

13 as the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument; and 

14 WHEREAS, the President abused the purpose of the 90-year-old Antiquities Act of 1906, which 

15 allows the President to act without Congressional approval, by significantly overreaching in the number of 

16 acres designated; and 

1 7 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests to work through the legislative processes 

1 8 already in place under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Federal Land Policy and 

19 Management Act of 1976 to determine areas appropriate for designation as wilderness and national areas 

20 and national monuments; and 

21 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests from Utah's leaders to negotiate a compromise; 

22 and 

23 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the social implications of national monument 

24 designation, including the fact that 200,000 acres of Utah's school trust lands lie within the designated 

25 areas and will be rendered useless, resulting in a potential loss of billions of dollars for the education of 

26 Utah's schoolchildren; and 

27 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider the social implications of substantial numbers of citizens 

28 being displaced from their homes, places of employment, and way of life as a result of the loss of economic 

29 development that will follow the designation; and 

30 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the economic 
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monument designation, including the potential tax revenue loss to the federal and state governments and 

2 to the school trust fund of billions of dollars from mineral and petroleum exploration and development and 

3 related jobs; and 

4 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the environmental implications of national 

5 monument designation, such as that the 62 billion tons of coal deposits in the Kaiparowits Coal Basin are 

6 an extremely efficient, low-sulfur, clean-burning coal and that given the vast reserves of clean-burning coal 

7 available, it is not environmentally or economically sound to continue to "waste" clean-burning coal 

8 reserves; and 

9 WHEREAS, to ignore large, domestic deposits of our cleanest-burning coal only increases our 

1 O dependence on foreign energy sources and reduces our energy and national security; and 

11 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider alternative plans that would result in a more sound 

1 2 environmental protection policy; and 

13 WHEREAS, the declaration of nearly 2 million acres as a national monument does nothing to 

14 preserve a wilderness area; instead, the area will likely become clogged with roads and tourist buses; and 

15 WHEREAS, an alternative proposal would allow 350,000 acres to be designated as true 

16 "wilderness" areas to preserve their natural beauty, while other areas could be designated as a national 

17 monument and still others reserved for mineral activity, which makes sense socially, economically, and 

18 environmentally; and 

1 9 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument presents significant 

20 negative social, economic, and environmental consequences for not only Utah's citizens, but all Americans. 

21 

22 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

23 STATE OF MONTANA: 

24 That the State of Montana support policies that balance the social, economic, and environmental 

25 needs of people and communities with the needs of environmental preservation in federal decisionmaking 

26 processes. 

27 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Montana urge Congress to amend the President's 

28 unilateral action to require negotiation with the states and a stronger consideration of the social and 

29 economic consequences, including takings, in whole or in part, in the designation of national monuments 

30 and wilderness areas. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be referred to as the Grand Staircase--Escalante 

2 National Monument Resolution. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State transmit a copy of this resolution to the 

4 President of the United States, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President 

5 Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, and to each member of Montana's Congressional Delegation and 

6 state Legislature. 

7 -END-

1 Legisl!"i•e 
\..Suv,ca 
\!!j•ision 

- 3 -



55th Legislature LC1110.01 

4 

~'YI~~ ~ 
Jl..,e JOINT REso,ur,oN

1
No._ ~'-d><ll""" SC~~ 

INT~OOUC D BY _;"q,:½~t:.,.;.; ~ tf "'r.-«k ' / . / ! -~~/ ) J/,' 1 (} y· + 
3 tc-0" ;:- 1 

p ~K t 1!lc M.,ikt6..__ /{✓~;,,:, . 
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF / 

2 

5 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO AMEND PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UNILATERAL ACTION IN 

6 DESIGNATING THE GRAND STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT; URGING CONGRESS TO 

7 REQUIRE NEGOTIATION WITH THE_ STATES AND A STRONGER CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL AND 

B ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES IN THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND WILDERNESS 

9 AREAS; AND REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF THE GRAND 

10 STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESOLUTION. 

, , 
1 2 WHEREAS, on September 18, 1996, President Clinton declared 1. 7 million acres in southern Utah 

1 3 as the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument; and 

14 WHEREAS, the President abused the purpose of the 90-year-old Antiquities Act of 1906, which 

15 allows the President to act without Congressional approval, by signi.ficantly overreaching in the number of 

1 6 acres designated; and 

17 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests to work through the legislative processes 

1 B already in place under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Federal Land Policy and 

1 9 Management Act of 1976 to determine areas appropriate for designation as wilderness and national areas 

20 and national monuments; and 

21 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests from Utah's leaders to negotiate a compromise; 

22 and 

23 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the social implications of national monument 

24 designation, including the fact that 200,000 acres of Utah's school trust lands lie within the designated 

25 areas and will be rendered useless, resulting in a potential loss of billions of dollars for the education of 

26 Utah's schoolchildren; and 

27 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider the social implications of substantial numb~rs of citizens 

28 being displaced from their homes, places of employment, and way of life as a result of the loss of economic 

29 development that will follow the designation; and 

30 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the economic implications of national 
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monument designation, including the potential tax revenue loss to the federal and state governments and 

2 to the school trust fund of billions of dollars from mineral and petroleum exploration and development and 

3 related jobs; and 

4 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the environmental implications of national 

5 monument designation, such as that the 62 billion tons of coal deposits in the Kaiparowits Coal Basin are 

6 an extremely efficient, low-sulfur, clean-burning coal and that given the vast reserves of clean-burning coal 

7 available, it is not environmentally or economically sound to continue to "waste" clean-burning coal 

8 reserves; and 

9 WHEREAS, to ignore large, domestic deposits of our cleanest-burning coal only increases our 

1 O dependence on foreign energy sources and reduces our energy and national security; and 

11 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider alternative plans that would result in a more sound 

1 2 environmental protection policy; and 

1 3 WHEREAS, the declaration of nearly 2 million acres as a national monument does nothing to 

14 preserve a wilderness area; instead, the area will likely become clogged with roads and tourist buses; and 

1 5 WHEREAS, an alternative proposal would allow 350,000 acres to be designated as true 

16 "wilderness" areas to preserve their natural beauty, while other areas could be designated as a national 

17 monument and still others reserved for mineral activity, which makes sense socially, economically, and 

18 environmentally; and 

19 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument presents significant 

20 negative social, economic, and environmental consequences for not only Utah's citizens, but all Americans. 

21 

22 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

23 STATE OF MONTANA: 

24 That the State of Montana support policies that balance the social, economic, and environmental 

25 needs of people and communities with the needs of environmental preservation in federal decisionmaking 

26 processes. 

27 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Montana urge Congress to amend the President's 

28 unilateral action to require negotiation with the states and a stronger consideration of the social and 

29 economic consequences, including takings, in whole or in part, in the designation of national monuments 

30 and wilderness areas. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be referred to as the Grand Staircase--Escalante 

2 National M,onument Resolution. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State transmit a copy of this resolution to the 

4 President of the United States, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President 

5 Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, and to each member of Montana's Congressional Delegation and 

6 state Legislature. 

7 -EN~ 
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STATE ADMINISTRATION 

2 INTRODUCED BY CURTISS, REHBEIN, FELAND, SLITER, BAER, BENEDICT, SIMPKINS, KEENAN, ELLIS, 

3 ORR, ADAMS, BERGMAN, MCGEE, WELLS, KEATING 

4 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO AMEND PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UNILATERAL ACTION IN 

7 DESIGNATING THE GRAND STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT; URGING CONGRESS TO 

8 REQUIRE NEGOTIATION WITH THE STATES AND A STRONGER CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL AND 

9 ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES IN THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND WILDERNESS 

10 AREAS; AND REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF THE GRAND 

11 STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESOLUTION. 

12 

13 WHEREAS, on September 18, 1996, President Clinton declared 1. 7 million acres in southern Utah 

14 as the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument; and 

15 WHEREAS, the President abused the purpose of the 90-year-old Antiquities Act of 1906, which 

16 allows the President to act without Congressional approval, by significantly overreaching in the number of 

1 7 acres designated; and 

18 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests to work through the legislative processes 

19 already in place under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Federal Land Policy and 

20 Management Act of 1976 to determine areas appropriate for designation as wilderness and national areas 

21 and national monuments; and 

22 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests from Utah's leaders to negotiate a compromise; 

23 and 

24 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the social implications of national monument 

25 designation, including the fact that 200,000 acres of Utah's school trust lands lie within the designated 

26 areas and will be rendered useless, resulting in a potential loss of billions of dollars for the education of 

27 Utah's schoolchildren; and 

28 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider the social implications of substantial numbers of citizens 

29 being displaced from their homes, places of employment, and way of life as a result of the loss of economic 

30 development that will follow the designation; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the economic implications of national 

2 monument designation, including the potential tax revenue loss to the federal and state governments and 

3 to the school trust fund of billions of dollars from mineral and petroleum exploration and development and 

4 related jobs; and 

5 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the environR1ental implications of national 

6 monument designation, such as that the 62 billion tons of coal deposits in the Kaiparowits Coal Basin are 

7 an extremely efficient, low-sulfur, clean-burning coal and that given the vast reserves of clean-burning coal 

8 available, it is not environmentally or economically sound to continue to "waste" clean-burning coal 

9 reserves; and 

1 O WHEREAS, to ignore large, domestic deposits of our cleanest-burning coal only increases our 

11 dependence on foreign energy sources and reduces our energy and national security; and 

12 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider alternative plans that would result in a more sound 

13 environmental protection policy; and 

14 WHEREAS, the declaration of nearly 2 million acres as a national monument does nothing to 

15 preserve a wilderness area; instead, the area will likely become clogged with roads and tourist buses; and 

16 WHEREAS, an alternative proposal would allow 350,000 acres to be designated as true 

17 "wilderness" areas to preserve their natural beauty, while other areas could be designated as a national 

18 monument and still others reserved for mineral activity, which makes sense socially, economically, and 

19 environmentally; and 

20 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument presents significant 

21 negative social, economic, and environmental consequences for not only Utah's citizens, but all Americans. 

22 

23 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

24 STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 That the State of Montana support policies that balance the social, economic, and environmental 

26 needs of people and communities with the needs of environmental preservation in federal decisionmaking 

27 processes. 

28 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Montana urge Congress to amend the President's 

29 unilateral action to require negotiation with the states and a stronger consideration of the social and 

30 economic consequences, including takings·, in whole or in part, in the designation of national monuments 
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and wilderness areas. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be referred to as the Grand Staircase--Escalante 

3 National Monument Resolution. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State transmit a copy of this resolution to the 

5 President of the United States, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President 

6 Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF UTAH, THE COUNCIL_OF 

7 STATE GOVERNMENTS-WEST, and to each member of Montana's Congressional Delegation and state 

8 Legislature. 

9 -END-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 13 

2 INTRODUCED BY CURTISS, REHBEIN, FELAND. SLITER, BAER, BENEDICT, SIMPKINS, KEENAN, ELLIS, 

3 ORR, ADAMS, BERGMAN, MCGEE, WELLS, KEATING 

4 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS TO AMEND PRESIDENT CLINTON'S UNILATERAL ACTION IN 

7 DESIGNATING THE GRAND STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT; URGING CONGRESS TO 

8 REQUIRE NEGOTIATION WITH THE STATES AND A STRONGER CONSIDERATION OF THE SOCIAL AND 

9 ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES IN THE DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND WILDERNESS 

10 AREAS; AND REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF THE GRAND 

11 STAIRCASE--ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESOLUTION. 

12 

13 WHEREAS, on September 18, 1996, President Clinton declared 1. 7 million acres in southern Utah 

14 as the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument; and 

15 WHEREAS, the President abused the purpose of the 90-year-old Antiquities Act of 1906, which 

16 allows the President to act without Congressional approval, by significantly overreaching in the number of 

17 acres designated; and 

18 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests to work through the legislative processes 

19 already in place under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Federal Land Policy and 

20 Management Act of 1976 to determine areas appropriate for designation as wilderness and national areas 

21 and national monuments; and 

22 WHEREAS, the President ignored repeated requests from Utah's leaders to negotiate a compromise; 

23 and 

24 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the social implications of national monument 

25 designation, including the fact that 200,000 acres of Utah's school trust lands lie within the designated 

26 areas and will be rendered useless, resulting in a potential loss of billions of dollars for the education of 

27 Utah's schoolchildren; and 

28 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider the social implications of substantial numbers of citizens 

29 being displaced from their homes, places of employment, and way of life as a result of the loss of economic 

30 development that will follow the designation; and 
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WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately cons'1der the economic implications of national 

2 monument designation, including the potential tax revenue loss to the federal and state governments and 

3 to the school trust fund of billions of dollars from mineral and petroleum exploration and development and 

4 related jobs; and 

5 WHEREAS, the President failed to adequately consider the environmental implications of national 

6 monument designation, such as that the 62 billion tons of coal deposits in the Kaiparowits Coal Basin are 

7 an extremely efficient, low-sulfur, clean-burning coal and that given the vast reserves of clean-burning coal 

8 available, it is not environmentally or economically sound to continue to "waste" clean-burning coal 

9 reserves; and 

1 O WHEREAS, to ignore large, domestic deposits of our cleanest-burning coal only increases our 

11 dependence on foreign energy sources and reduces our energy and national security; and 

12 WHEREAS, the President failed to consider alternative plans that would result in a more sound 

13 environmental protection policy; and 

14 WHEREAS, the declaration of nearly 2 million acres as a national monument does nothing to 

15 preserve a wilderness area; instead, the area will likely become clogged with roads and tourist buses; and 

16 WHEREAS, an alternative proposal would allow 350,000 acres to be designated as true 

17 "wilderness" areas to preserve their natural beauty, while other areas could be designated as a national 

18 monument and still others reserved for mineral activity, which makes sense socially, economically, ang 

1 9 environmentally; and 

20 WHEREAS, the creation of the Grand Staircase--Escalante National Monument presents significant· 

21 negative social, economic, and environmental consequences for not only Utah's citizens, but all Americans. 

22 

23 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

24 STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 That the State of Montana support policies that balance the social, economic, and environmental 

26 needs of people and communities with the needs of environmental preservation in federal decisionmaking 

27 processes. 

28 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Montana urge Congress to amend the President's 

29 unilateral action to require negotiation with the states and a stronger consideration of the social and 

30 economic consequences, including takings, in whole or in part, in the designation of national monuments 
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and wilderness areas. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be referred to as the Grand Staircase--Escalante 

3 National Monument Resolution. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State transmit a copy of this resolution to the 

5 President of the United States, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the President 

6 Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF UTAH, THE COUNCIL OF 

7 STATE GOVERNMENTS-WEST, and to each member of Montana's Congressional Delegation and state 

8 Legislature. 

9 -END-
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