
55th Legislature 

2 

3 

LC0285.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING AND CLARIFYING WHAT ELECTIONS 

5 MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-19-102 AND 13-19-104, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 13-19-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "13-19-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

11 (1 l "Election day" is the date established by law on which a particular election would be held if that 

12 election were being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election. 

13 (2) "Mail ballot election" means any election t1=1at iAvelYes eitl=1er eaAdidates er ballet issues aAd 

14 is conducted by mail pursuant to 13-19-104 and in compliance with the procedure specified in 13-19-106. 

15 (3) "Political subdivision" means a political subdivision of the state, including a school district. 

16 (4) "Return/verification envelope" means an envelope that contains a secrecy envelope and ballot 

17 and Wffl€fl that is designed to: 

18 (a) allow election officials, upon examination of the outside of the envelope, to determine that the 

19 ballot is being submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and who has not already voted; and 

20 (bl allow it to be used in the United States mail. 

21 (5) "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain the elector's ballot and that is designed 

22 to conceal the elector's vote and to prevent that elector's ballot from being distinguished from the ballots 

23 of other electors." 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory -- when authorized -- when prohibited -- when 

county election administrator conducts. ( 1) Conducting elections by mail ballot is only one option available 

to local officials, and AetRiA§ iA this chapter A'1aAdates does not mandate that the procedure be used. 

(2) The lellewiA§ 0l0sti0As Except as provided in subsection 13). any election may be conducted 

by mail ballot+ 
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55th Legislature LC0285.01 

{a) aR eleetioR iR a politioal suedi~·isioR r □ [luired to hold annual eleetions under 13 1 104 {3); 

2 (bl an eleetien in a oil'( ef the third class, as defiRed in 7 1 4111 (3), if all ef the candidates whoso 

3 names will appear en the eallot are candidates fer offiees to be elected without party desi!jnation; 

4 {c) an eleetion in a town as defined in 7 1 4111 {4); 

5 {di an election eendt1etod under 7 13 2236 in an unineorporated area; and 

6 le) a speeial eleotion oalled ey a local go¥ernment unit fer the sole purpose of suemining one or 

7 more sallot issues to its [1t1alified eleetors if sueh speeial eleetion is not held in oonjt1netion with a statutorily 

8 seheduled eleotion. 

9 13) The following elections may not be conducted by mail ballot: 

1 O (a} an election held fer ene of the p1,rposes or at the time pro~•ided in 13 1 104 { 1) and 

11 13 110711); 

12 {el an election held fer one of the purposes or at the time provided in 13 1 10412) anel 

13 13 1 10712), e>1cept as speeifieall~· allowed by st10seotiens 12)10) and I2Hc) of this seetion; 

14 {e) an eloetion being held under the provisions of tho Montana Reoall Aet, in Title 2, ohapter 16, 

15 ~ 

16 Id) an eleetion in¥ol·1in!:! eandidates for pt1slio office, ei~eept as speeifieall'( allowed a~• sueseetions 

17 I2I{a) throu§h {2)Ie) of this seetien; and 

18 le) a speeial eleetien eein!:! held in eonjunetien witl=l a statutorily seheduled eloetien a regularly 

19 scheduled federal, state, or county election; 

20 lb) a special federal or state election, unless authorized by the legislature; or 

21 le) a regularly scheduled or special election when another election in the political subdivision is 

22 taking place at the polls on the same day. 

23 14) If more than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the political subdivision on the same 

24 day, the county election administrator shall conductthe elections." 

25 -END-
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APPROVED BY COM CN 
STATE A:JMIN=STRATION 

2 

3 

/' ~'I.: BILL NO. ,55D 
INTRODUCED BY_&...,~""~-~=·~~~---=<'------------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING AND CLARIFYING WHAT ELECTIONS 

5 MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-19-102 AND 13-19-104. MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 

10 

Section 1. Section 13-19-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-19-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

11 (1) "Election day" is the date established by law on which a particular election would be held if that 

12 election were being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election. 

13 (2) "Mail ballot election" means any election l"1al inYalYes eit"1er eanelielates or balls! issues and 

14 is, conducted QY_mail pursuant to 13-19-104 and in compliance with the procedure specified in 1 3 19-106. 

15 (31 "Political subdivis,on" means a political subdivision of the state, ircluding a s~hool district. 

16 (41 "Return/verification envelope" means an envelope that contains a secrecy envelope and ballot 

17 and ~ that is designed to: 

18 (al allow election officials, upon examination of the outside of the envelope, to determine that the 

19 ballot is being submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and who has not already voted; and 

20 (bl allow it to be used in the United States mail. 

21 (5) "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain the elector's ballot and that is designed 

22 to conceal the elector's vote and to prevent that elector's ballot from being distinguished from the ballots 

23 of other electors." 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory -- when authorized -- when prohibited -- when 

county election administrator conducts. ( 1) Conducting elections by mail ballot is only one opt'on available 

to local officials. and netl=iiA!J in this chapter FAanEiatos does not mandate that the procedure be used. 

(21 Tl'le fellowin!J eleotiens Except as provided in subsection (3), any election may be conducted 

by mail ballot+ 
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lal aR eleetioR iR a J30litieal subdi•~ision required to hold annual elections under 1 a 1 104 (al; 

2 it:JI an eleetion in a eity of the tt=iirEI elass, as defined in 7 1 4111 la), if all of the eandidates whose 

3 names will aJ3J3ear on the ballot are eanElidates for offiees to be eloeted without 13arty designatien; 

4 (el aR eleetioR iR a town as defiRed iR 7 1 411114 I; 

5 Id) an eloetieR eendueted under 7 1 a 22ae in an uRineorporated area; and 

6 lo) a s13eeial elootien eallod b',' a loeal goYommeRt unit for the sole 13urpese of submittiRg oRe or 

7 more ballot issues to its qualified eleetors if such spoeial eleetioR is Rot held in eonjuRotien with a statuterily 

8 sohodulod election. 

9 131 The following elections may not be conducted by mail ballot: 

10 (a) aR eleetieR Aold fer one of tAe pur130ses or at tlw tiA'le proYided iR 1a 1 104(11 and 

11 1a1107I1I: 

1 2 lb) an eleetioR Field fer ORO of tAo 13urposes or at tAe tiFAe i,re~·ided iR 1 a 1 104121 and 

13 1 a 1 107121, exeept as si,eeifieally allewed by subseetions (2)(b) aRd (2I(ol of this seetioR; 

14 (el an eloetien eeing hold under the pre~•isiens of the Montana Reeall Aet, in Title 2, ehapter 1 e, 

15 ~ 

16 (di an eleetion inYolYiRg eaRdidates fer publie eHiee, eneept as speeifieally allowed by sueseetions 

17 I2)1al threu§h (21(e) of this sectioR; aRd 

1 B (e) a speeial eleetieR eeiRg held in eenjuRetien with a statutorily sehedulea eloetien a regularly 

19 scheduled federal, state, or county election; 

20 (b) a special federal or state election, unless authorized by the legislature; or 

21 (c) a regularly scheduled or special election when another election in the political subdivision is 

22 taking place at the polls on the same day. 

23 (4) If more than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the political subdivision on the same 

24 day, the county election administrator shall conduct the elections." 

25 -END-
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2 

3 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING AND CLARIFYING WHAT ELECTIONS 

5 MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-19-102 AND 13-19-104, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1, Section 13-19-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 O "13-19-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

11 (1) "Election day" is the date established by law on which a particular election would be held if that 

12 election were being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election. 

13 (2) "Mail ballot election" means any election that iA¥eh·es either saAelielates er eallet iss1c1es aAa 

14 is conducted by mail pursuant to 13-19-104 and in compliance with the procedure specified in 13-19-106. 

15 (3) "Political subdivision" means a political subdivision of the state, including a school d1str1ct. 

16 (4) "Return/verification envelope" means an envelope that contains a secrecy envelope and ballot 

17 and wl=liefl that is designed to: 

18 (a) allow election officials, upon examination of the outside of the envelope, to determine that the 

19 ballot is being submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and who has not already voted; and 

20 (b) allow it to be used in the United States mail. 

21 (5) "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain the elector's ballot and that is designed 

22 to conceal the elector's vote and to prevent that elector's ballot from being distinguished from the ballots 

23 of other electors." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory -- when authorized -- when prohibited -- when 

27 county election administrator conducts. (1) Conducting elections by mail ballot is only one option available 

28 to local officials, and ABthiA§ iA this chapter ffiaAelates does not mandate that the procedure be used. 

29 (2) The fellewiA§ elestieAs Except as provided in subsection j3), any election may be conducted 

30 by mail ballot+ 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

la) aA eleetieA iA a 13elitioal susei,·isieA re~uiree ta hale aAAual eleetioAs uAeer 13 1 104131; 

lb) aA eleotien in a eity sf the thira el ass, as eefiAee in 7 1 4111131, if all ef the eaAaiaates whose 

naR1es will a1313ear en the ballet are eanaiaates fer effiees ta ee eleetee without 13arw aesi§natien; 

le) aA eleetieA iA a te·.-.•n as eefiAed in 7 1 4111 (4); 

(d) an eleetieA eeAauetee uAeer 7 13 223e iA aA uAineer13eratee area; aAel 

(el a s13ee1al eleotieA ealled ey a leeal §0¥8FAR1eAt unit fer the sale 13ur13ose ef subR1ittin§ eAe er 

fflere ballot issues to its ~ualifieel eleetors if such s13eoial eleetion is Ast held iA oenjuAetien with a statuteril~· 

seheduleEi eleotion. 

(3) The following elections may not be conducted by mail ballot: 

(al an eleetien helEi fer eAo ef the 13ur13esos or at the tiR1e 13ro¥iEied in 13 1 104111 aAa 

131107(1); 

1131 an eloetieA helEi fer eAe ef the 13ur13oses or at tho tiFAe 13ro¥ieeEI iA 1 <! 1 104121 anel 

13 1 107121, eKeerat as s13eoifieally allewed by suesootions (21(131 and (2I(e) ef this seetieA; 

(el an eleetien eeing helEi uAEior the 13re¥isiens ef the MoAtana Reoall Aet, in Title 2, eha13ter 1 e. 

IEil an eleetien in¥oI¥iAg eandidates fer 13uelie oUiee, e11ee13t as s13eeifieall•t allewoEi 13y sueseetions 

I21(a) through (2)(el ef this section; ans 

lei a s13eeial eleetion eein§ helEi in oonjunetieA with a sMtutorily seheeulee oleotioA a regularly 

scheduled federal, state, or county election: 

(b) a special federal or state election. unless authorized by the legislature; or 

(c) a regularly scheduled or special election when another election in the political subdivision is 

taking place at the polls on the same day. 

(4) If more than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the political subdivision on the same 

day, the county election administrator shall conduct the elections." 
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.l\.PPROV:C:D BY CCM CN 
S':'ATE ADM:KISTRAT:C~~ 

2 

3 

&"~ ,I'' .. ~: .BILL NO. ,SSC 
INTRODUCED BY './~ _ -b-""'-'-"'-"'oa=~~~-.--'----------------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING AND CLARIFYING WHAT ELECTIONS 

5 MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-19-102 AND 13-19-104, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 13-19-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 O "13-19-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

11 (ll "Election day" is the date established by law on which a particular election would be held ,f ,hat 

12 election were being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election. 

13 (2) "Mail ballot election" means any election !hat invelves ei!her eaneieates er ealla! iss~es aPs 

14 is conducted by mail pursuant to 13-19-104 and in compliance with the procedure specified in 13-1 9-106. 

15 13) "Political subdivision" means a political subdivision of the state, including a school district. 

16 (4) "Return/verification envelope" means an envelope that contains a secrecy envelope and ballot 

1 7 and ~ that is designed to: 

1 8 (a) allow election officials, upon examination of the outside of the envelope, to determine that the 

19 ballot is being submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and who has not already voted; and 

20 (bl allow it to be used in the United States mail. 

21 (5) "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain the elector's ballot and that is designed 

22 to conceal the elector's vote and to prevent that elector's ballot from being distinguished from the ballots 

23 of other electors." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory •· when authorized •· when prohibited -- when 

27 county election administrator conducts. ( 1 l Conducting elections by mail ballot is only one option available 

28 to local officials. and nething in this chapter FAen!lates does not mandate that the procedure be used. 

29 (2) The felle111in!I eleetiens Except as provided in subsection (3). any election may be conducted 

30 by mail ballot+ 
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(a) an eleotien iA a pelitieal suBSitw•isiaA roQuireS ta l:lelS annual eleetiens unaor 13 1 1Q4{d); 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(bl aA oleetioA in a eit1,• ef the tt:lir8 elass, as Batinoe in 7 1 4111 (3L if all of tl=to oanBidatos A Rose 

naA=ies •viii appear en tt:\e Ballet are eandidates fer ~ffioos ta Be elootoB ucithout party e1esignatieA: 

(ol aA olest1eA iA a tewA as seiiAOS iA 7 1 4111~41; 

(d) an oleot1on oendblote8 under 7 13 2238 in an uninoorporated area; ane 

(o! a spoeial eleotion ealloS By a leeal §IO'c1ernFAont 1:1nit for the solo purpose et su8FA1ttin§ one or 

FA ore Ballot iss1:Jes to its (:IUalitieG eleetora if suel=I speoial eleotien is not Rola in eonjunet:ien Yw ith a statutorily 

soReetuloe1 oleotion. 

(3) The following elections may not be conducted by mail ballot: 

(a) an eleetien Rel& tar eAe et the J:11:1Ff30GO& er at 1Re ti~e provieleel iR 14 1 1 Q4 f 1) aR8 

11 1d1107{11i 

12 lei aA elostieA Reis fer eRe ef {Re 111:1,11eses e, at tRe tiFRe 11,e.,.ises iA 1 d 1 104121 aREI 

13 1 3 1 1 Q7f2L oMeept as sf)ooitioall 1; allev•eel e-,, s1:1BeootieAe 12)(1:l) aRS ,a)(o) of this seetioR; 

14 (o~ aA oleetioR Being hold t:Jnelor fho ~revisions et tho MoAtana Reeall ,\et, in Title 2, ehap1or 18, 

15 ~ 

16 td) aR oleotion in>wrolving eandielate& tor Pl:181ie eftioo, ouoept ae opooifioally allo•,¥08 By suBsoetieAs 

17 (i!llal tRre1:1!)R li!l{el ef tRi8 oeetieA; BRS 

18 fol a speeial elootien Being holel in eoni1:s1Aeti0A with a statl:lterily seReelk:lleB elootien a regularly 

19 scheduled federal. state. or county election: 

20 lb) a special federal or state election. unless authorized by the legislature: or 

21 (c) a regularly scheduled or special election when another election in the political subdivision 1s 

22 taking place at the polls on the same day. 

23 (4) If more than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the political subdivision on the same 

24 day. the county election administrator shall conduct the elections." 

25 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 550 

INTRODUCED BY COCCHIARELLA 

HB0550.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING AND CLARIFYING WHAT ELECTIONS 

5 MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-19-102 AND 13-19-104, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 13-19-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "13-19-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

11 ( 1) "Election day" is the date established by law on which a particular election would be held if that 

12 election were being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election. 

13 (2) "Mail ballot election" means any election that iA•~olvos oithor camliElatos or Ballot issues anEI 

14 i& conducted by mail pursuant to 13-19-104 and in compliance with the procedure specified in 13-19-106. 

15 (3) "Political subdivision" means a political subdivision of the state, including a school district. 

16 (4) "Return/verification envelope" means an envelope that contains a secrecy envelope and ballot 

17 and whiBJ:l that is designed to: 

18 (a) allow election officials, upon examination of the outside of the envelope, to determine that the 

1 9 ballot is being submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and who has not already voted; and 

20 (b) allow it to be used in the United States mail. 

21 (5) "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain the elector's ballot and that is designed 

22 to conceal the elector's vote and to prevent that elector's ballot from being distinguished from the ballots 

23 of other electors." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 13-19-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "13-19-104. Mail ballot elections not mandatory -- when authorized -- when prohibited -- when 

27 county election administrator conducts. ( 1) Conducting elections by mail ballot is only one option available 

28 to local officials~ and AothiAB iA this chapter FAaAdatos does not mandate that the procedure be used. 

29 (2) Tho followiAg oloetioAs Except as provided in subsection (3), any election may be conducted 

30 by mail ballot+ 
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1 (a) an elestion in a politisal Sllbdi¥ision FBEfUiFod to hold annllal elestions undoF 13 1 104 {3); 

2 {b) an elestian in a sity of the thiFd slass, as defined in 7 1 4111 (3), if all of the sandidates whose 

3 naR1ss will appear an the ballet are sandidatos for offises to bo elestod without party designatKm; 

4 (s) an elestisn in a tawn as defined in 7 1 4111 (4); 

5 (di an elestion sondllstel'l unl'ler 7 13 2236 in an llninsoFporatel'l area; anl'l 

6 (0) a sµesial elestion sailed by a losal government lalnit far tl:\0 sale pmpese ef submi.tti,ng ene er 

7 Rlore ballet issues ta its Efualifiel'l 0l0st0Fs if susl=l spesial elestian is net hell'l in sonjunstian 'A'itl:l a statutorily 

8 sol:lel'luled eleatien. 

9 (3) The following elections may not be conducted by mail ballot: 

1 O (a) an elostion l:lold for one sf tl:le purposes BF at the time pravided in 13 1 104 (1) and 

11 13 1 107(1); 

12 (b) an olestion l:lell'l for one of the purpases er at tl:la time pra,1il'l01'l in 13 1 104 (2) and 

13 13 1 107(2), exsept as spsoifisally allawel'l by subsestians {2)(b) anl'l (2)(s) of tl:lis sestian; 

14 (a) an olestian bein!} l:\ald llndar tl:\0 pravisiens af tl=le Mantana Resall /\st, in Title 2, ahapter 16, 

15 part6; 

16 {d) an eleation invalvin!} sanl'lil'lates far publis affise, 01rn0pt as spesifisall~• allowel'l by subseetions 

17 (2)(a) tl=lrall!Jl=l (2)(s) of tl=lis sestian; anl'l 

1 8 (0) a spesial elestian l;iein!} l=loll'l in sanjunstian with a statutarily ssheduled elestion a regularly 

19 scheduled federal, state, or county election; 

20 j b) a special federal or state election, unless authorized by the legislature; or 

21 (cl a regularly scheduled or special election when another election in the political subdivision is 

22 taking place at the polls on the same day. 

23 (4) If more than one mail ballot election is being conducted in the political subdivision on the same 

24 day, the county election administrator shall conduct the elections." 

25 -END-
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