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3 

INTRODUCED BY · _J ---------------------------------~ 

4 A BILL FOR .AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND 

5 HUMAN SERVICES TO MAKE GRANTS TO COMMUNITIES FOR FUNDING COMMUNITY-BASED WELLNESS 

6 PROGRAMS; PROVIDING FINDINGS ANO A PURPOSE FOR THE GRANTS; PROVIDING CONDITIONS ANO 

7 LIMITATIONS ON THE GRANTS; AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Findings and purpose. ( 1) The legislature finds that the traditional 

12 focus of the health care industry and of health care professionals has been on the curing of acute and 

' 13 chronic diseases. The legislature finds also that much of the cause of the recent increases in the cost of 

14 health care has been as a result of this focus and the technology needed for curing acute and chronic 

15 diseases. An important method of controlling disease and limiting costs that has been overlooked as a 

16 result of this focus is the prevention of disease through wellness programs that focus on healthy life styles 

17 and healthy choices by individuals. The legislature finds that by encouraging Montanans to adopt healthy 

18 lifestyles, Montanans could enjoy significantly lower costs of health care, increase the quality of their lives, 

1 9 and increase the productivity of their lives. 

20 (21 The purpose of [section 21 is to encourage Montanans to take individual responsibility for their 

21 lifestyle choices and to make healthy lifestyle choices by providing a monetary incentive in the form of 

22 reimbursement for some of the costs of positive health choices in the form of grants to communities for 

23 wellness projects determined by the department of public health and human services to be worthy 

24 investments in healthy lifestyles for Montanans. 

25 

26 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Grants to be awarded by department -- grant criteria. The department 

27 of public health and human services may award grants to communities consisting of neighborhoods, cities, 

28 townships, counties, or regions of the state, for the purposes provided in [section 1 l. Grants awarded by 

29 the department: 

30 ( 11 must be based upon a process of requests for proposals advertised by the department; 
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(21 must be made in a minimum amount of $4,000 and a maximum amount of $10,000 for each 

2 grant; 

3 (31 must fund an equal number of proposals in small, medium, and large communities, using the 

4 following limitations of community size: 

5 (al small community, less than 5,000 individuals; 

6 (bl medium-sized community, 5,000 individuals or more but less than 30,000 individuals; and 

7 (cl large community, 30,000 individuals or more; 

8 (41 may be awarded only to a consortium of leaders in each community who represent at least five 

9 established community organizations that are representative of community interests in such areas as health 

1 O and social service, local business, law enforcement and safety, schools, and public officials; 

11 (5l may be awarded only to communities that provide an equal amount of matching contributions 

12 in cash or in-kind; 

13 (6l may be used only to develop community-based initiatives that are responsive to locally defined 

14 health issues that are a priority in the community; 

15 (7l may be awarded for the purposes of planning methods to achieve grant project objectives or 

16 for implementation of those objectives; and 

17 (Bl may be divided into grants for the attainment of short-term objectives and for the attainment 

18 of long-term objectives. 

19 

20 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Contingent effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997, only 

21 if an appropriation is included in House Bill No. 1 26 providing funding for the purposes of [sections 1 and 

22 2 of this act). If an appropriation is not included in House Bill No. 126 for the purposes of [sections 1 and 

23 2 of this act], then [this act] is void. 

24 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0485, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A bill authorizing the Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) to rr.ake grants 
to communities for =unding community-based wellness programs. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. This bill is effective only if an appropriation is included in HB 126 providing funding 

for the purposes of the bill (section 3). 
2. :f the appropriation is included in HB 126, the DPHHS will provide grants to qualifying 

recipients up to the amount of the appropriation. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
DPHHS will have increased general fund grant expenses up to the limit imposed by the 
appropriation in HE 126. 

2,) 3-17 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGE'!' DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

~ 
JOHN COBB, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for HB0485, as introduced 
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