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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN'ACT REQUIRING STATE LANDHOLDING AND LANDMANAGING

AGENCIES TO COMPILE A LIST OF ALL GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES AND PLACES UNDER THE!R
JURISDICTION AND IDENTIFY THOSE USING THE WORD "SQUAW"; AND REQUIRING THE AGENCIES
TO REMOVE THE WORD "SQUAW" FROM ANY MAPS, SIGNS, AND MARKERS WHENEVER AGENCIES
UPDATE MAPS OR REPLACE SIGNS AND MARKERS BECAUSE OF WEAR OR VANDALISM."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Naming of sites and geographic features -- replacement of word

"squaw". Each agency of state government that owns or manages public land in the state shall:

{1) compile a list of all geographic features, including lakes, rivers, streams, mountains, and other
features within its jurisdiction;

{2) compile a list of all recreation areas, management areas, public roads and trails, campgrounds,
parks, fishing access sites, wildlife refuges, highways, and other places under its jurisdiction;

{3) identify any features or places under its jurisdiction that contain the word "squaw” and rename
them with a more appropriate name;

(4} ensure that whenever the agency updates a map or replaces a sign, interpretive marker, or any
other marker because of wear or vandalism, the word "squaw" is removed and replaced with a more
appropriate name;

{5} notify the forest service, the Montana departments of commerce and natural resources and
conservation, and any other entity that compiles information for and develops maps for the state of the
name change so that it may be reflected on subsequent editions of any maps or informational literature
produced by those entities; and

{B) place a formal request with the United States geological survey board on geographic names to

render a decision on the proposed name change so that the new name will be reflected on all United States

geological survey maps.
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
2 integral part of Title 2, chapter 15, part 1, and the provisions of Title 2, chapter 15, part 1, apply to
3 [section 1].

4 -END-
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STATE CF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for HRB(C482, as introduced

DESCRIPBTICN OF PROPOSED LEGISIATICN:

A biil for an act requiring state landholding and landmarking agencies to compile a list
of all geographic features and places under their jurisdiction and identify those using
the word “sguaw”:; and requiring the agencles to remcve the word “squaw” from any maps,
s1¢gns, and markers whenever agencles update maps or replace signs and markers because of
wear or vandalism.”

ASSUMPTICONS :

Department of Transportation:

1. The Malntenance Department replacement of signs or other markers as they wear ocut or
due to vandalism would have no fiscal affect on the maintenance program. In the
course of normal maintenance on the highways, “squaw” signs will be 1dentified and
replaced in accordance with Section 1 (4}.

2. The Aeronautics Division is responsible for 12 state owned airports with limited
geographlic features and other places identified in the bill under 1its jurisdiction.
The cost to compile the required lists can be abscorbed by the prcgram without
additional funding.

3. The Transportation Planning Division maintains and updates the county map sheets
including individual sheets, the incorporated cities and towns, and urban plats. As
the land managing agencies in the state comply with the bill and identify sites and
features with the work “squaw” and rename them, a subsequent change will be required
to county map sheets. It -is estimated that updating the mapping data base will
require at least cone week of staff time and an additional week cf time spent
clarifying and identifying the changes at a total estimated cost of $1300 which will
be abscrbed with available resocurces.

Historical Society:

4. When the Historical 3Soclety replaces a sign, interpretive marker, or any other
marker because of wear or vandalism, the word “sguaw’” will be remeoved and replaced
with a more appropriate name. There will be no fiscal impact if the signs are
replaced in the ncormal course of business.

Natural Rescurces and Conservation:

5. The Trust Land Management Division does not produce maps or name geographic features

cn 1ts own. It will be necessary to place formal requests with the United States

Geeological Survey (USGS) to change names. It 1s unkncwn how many requests may oe

necessary.

In order to cemply with Secticn 1 (1) and (2), and review all six million acres of

trust land under state jurisdiction, the Trust Land Management Division would need

to review approxXlmately three thousand (3,C00) topographic quads covering the state
of Montana.
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7. The USGS already maintains listings of geographic feature names. The Natural
Resource Information System within the Montana State Library has access to the US3GS
lists. It would be unnecessary to compile new lists.

8. The Trust Land Management Divislen can comply with Secticn 1 {3-6) as a normal

course of action when maps are utilized as part of program administration and
management.

9. The Departments of Commerce and Fish, Wildlife and Parks report no fiscal impact
from this bill.

TECHNICAL NOTES:
If the intent of thlis legilslation 1is to remove the word “sguaw” from the name of
gecgraphic features, 1t would seem more appropriate to urge the USGS to conduct the

inverntories and change the names as requested. It 15 unclear wnhat the intent or future
use of the lists compiled under Section 1 il) and {2} will be. Compiling these lists will
ba time consuming and costly. It appears the intent could be satisfied with only Secticn

1 (3) through (€}.
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DAVE LEWIS, BUDSET DIRECTOR DATE DIANE SANDS, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE

Office of Budget and Procgram Planning
Fiscal Note for ERQJ482, as introduced






