
55th Legislature LC1027.01 

1 

2 INTRODUCED BY -4::,.J...&:t.~l=.~::::::(.D:}.'q!_.::@~,d2':'.'.:i~~~~-£:_:_ ______ ~ 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING COUNTY AUDITORS; 

5 REVISING THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNTY AUDITOR; ELIMINATING THE 

6 REQUIREMENT THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS APPROVE CERTAIN LIVING AND 

7 TRAVEL EXPENSES OF A COUNTY AUDITOR; GRANTING THE COUNTY AUDITOR THE AUTHORITY TO 

8 AUDIT OR TO SUBJECT TO A SPECIAL STUDY ANY PHASE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT; CLARIFYING 

9 DUTIES OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR TO BE CARRIED OUT AT THE DIRECTION OF THE BOARD OF 

10 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-6-2403, 7-6-2406, 7-6-2409, AND 7-6-2412, 

11 MCA." 

12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 

15 Section 1. Section 7-6-2403, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "7-6-2403. Qualifications of county auditor. ~io 13erson is oli!:Jislo to servo iA tRe effieo of 001cJAt~· 

17 alclsitor of any OOlcJRty WRO is Rot of YOtiA!:J a!:je aAB WRO Ras AOt BOOR a rosisoAt of the OOlcJAt'( for whioh 

18 RO is oleeted or a13r:iointed for at !east 2 years 13reeediR!:J his eleetion er appointffleAt A county auditor must 

19 be a certified internal auditor, certified public accountant, or certified government financial manager or must 

20 have 3 years of experience in the area of auditing." 

Section 2. Section 7-6-2406, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 

22 

23 "7-6-2406. Compensation of auditor. The county auditor receives the annual compensation 

24 provided by law, payable montRly by warrants drawn on the treasury of the county, and 51'tal+ may not 

25 receive fie other compensation or omol1cJmont v,·hatsoever for any service rendered or performed sy hiffl, 

26 except actual expenses for living and traveling whenever the duties of Ria the county auditor e#iee require 

27 Ria the county auditor's presence at any place in the county other than the county seat, and then only after 

28 the travel has seen orseres and asvises tiy the soara ef eo1cJAty eemmissieners." 

29 

30 Section 3. Section 7-6-2409, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"7-6-2409. Examination of county books and accounts. (1) It is the Eluty ef the oeuRt)' auEliter 

to mcamiRe the beelcs aREl aeee1:1Rts of the 001:1Aty treasmer, the 001:1Aty olerk aAEl reeorElor, the sheriff, the 

elerlc of the Eliotriet oourt, aAEl all ether eouRty aAEl towRship offieers withiA 1 e Elays wior to the first re€J1:1lar 

sessieA of the boars of eouAt',' eommissieAers in Mareh, dune, SoptemBer, and OeeemBer e'f eaeh year 

unless a loR€JOF time is €Jranteel to the a1:1Eliter by the Board A county auditor has the authority and 

responsibility to conduct broad scope audits and special studies of any phase of county government in 

accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. Audits conducted pursuant to this 

section may include financial, compliance, performance. and expanded scope audits of county departments 

and functions. 

(2) The county auditor shall determine which departments or functions to audit or to subject to a 

spedal study based on a review of prior independent audit reports or on an examination of other 

information that comes to the attention of the county auditor. 

(3) The county auditor shall consult with the board of county commissioners regarding the selection 

of county departments or functions for audit or for special study. The county auditor shall furnish the board 

of county commissioners with a schedule of planned audits or special studies to be conducted pursuant 

to this section by the beginning of each fiscal year. 

(4) The county auditor may initiate an audit or special study of a county department or function 

not on the planned audit schedule if in the county auditor's professional opinion there exists sufficient 

reason to undertake the unplanned audit or special study. 

(5) For the purposes of this section, the county auditor must have access to all books and papers 

of any county department or entity. 

(6) An audit report or other document compiled by the county auditor pursuant to this section is 

a public document and must be made available to the public upon request. 

121 The EjUarterly report shall eontain a full and eomplete statement of the moAey reeeived and 

Elisburseel BY eaeh of the offieers sinee the last eiwmiAatien anel report. For the purpose of this seetien, the 

eounty auditor has free aoooss to all BOoks a Ad papers iA eaeh of the effioos." 

28 Section 4. Section 7-6-2412, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "7-6-2412. Other duties of auditor. (1) Subject to the requirements of subsection (2), the county 

30 auditor shall al5G perform Sl:!efl other duties, elerieal analytical or otherwise, as he Ala'( Be directed te 
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f;!Brferffi by the county commissioners. 

(2) A reasonable amount of time must be allowed the county auditor for the performance of the 

duties defiRitel•t set forth in this part." 
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