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NTITLED: " NAL CON ER REPORTING AGENCIES TO

A;, fiLL F%AN AZ E :
OVIDE ONE FREE CREDIT REPORT ANNUALLY TO ACONSUMER ONREQUEST; REQUIRING REGIONAL,

STATE, AND LOCAL CONSUMER REPCRTING AGENCIES TO PROVIDE ONE CREDIT REPCRT ANNUALLY

TO A CONSUMER ON REQUEST AT HALF THE REGULAR PRICE; REQUIRING ALL CONSUMER REPORTING
AGENCIES TO PROVIDE TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE ACCESS TO CONSUMER INFORMATION; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 31-3-122, 31-3-123, AND 31-3-125, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 31-3-122, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-122, Disclosures to consumers --_annual free or discounted credit report. (1) Every

consumer reporting agency shall, updn reguest and proper identification of any consumer, clearly and
accurately disclose to the consumer:

(a) the nature and substance of all information (except medical information) in its files on the
consumer at the time of the request; and

{b) the sources of the information.

(2} The requirements of subsection (1) respecting the disclosure of sources of information and the
recipients of consumer reparts furnished prior to July 1, 1975, do not apply to existing consumer reporting
agencies except to the extent that the matter involved is contained in the files of the consumer reporting
agency on that date.

{3) {a) in addition to the requirements in subsection {1}, a national consumer reporting agency shall

provide to a customer once @ year_at the customer’s request and at no monetary charge to the customer

a report that contains all of the information required under subsection {1).

{b) A consumer reporting agency operating in Montana that is not a national consumer reporting

agency shall provide to a customer _once a year at the customer’s request and for a price that does not

exceed 50% of the reqular price a repart that contains ail of the information required under subsection (1j.

(c) For the purposes of this _section, "national consumer reporting agency” means a consumer
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reporting agency that compiles and maintains files on consumers on a nationwide basis for the purposse of

furnishing consumer reports to third parties bearing on a consumer’s creditworthiness, credit standing, or

credit capacity. A consumer reporting agency that operates similarly but on a regional, statewide, or local

basis is not a hational consumer reporting agency."”

Section 2. Section 31-3-123, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-123. Conditions of disclosure to consumer. {1) A consumer reporting agency shall make
the disclosures reguired under 31-3-122 during normal business hours and on reasonable notice.

{2) The disclosures required under 31-3-122 shal must be made to the consumer:

{a} in person if he the person appears in person and furnishes proper identification; or

{b) by toll-free telephone if ke the person has made a written reguest, with proper identification
for telephone disclosure;-and-the-tolcharge—ifanyr—forthe-telephonecalHs-prepaid-by-orcharged-dircethy
to-the-coRsumer.

{3) Any consumer reporting agency shall provide trained personnel to explain to the consumer any
information furnished to kim the consumer pursuant to 31-3-122,

{4) The consumer shal must be permitted to be accompanied by ane other person of his the

consumer’s choosing, who shall furnish reasonable identification. A consumer reporting agency may
require the consumer to furnish a written statement granting permission to the consumer reporting agency

to discuss the consumer’s file in sweh the person’s presence.”

Section 3. Section 31-3-125, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-125. Fees for disclosures to consumers. Except for a free credit report and a discounted

credit report provided for in 31-3-122, A a consumer reporting agency shall make-al-diselesures charge an

appropriate fee to the consumer for each disclosure pursuant to 31-3-122 and 31-3-124. te-the-sensumer,

with-approprate-fees—te The fees must be established by the department of commerce in accordance with

the Montana Administrative Procedure Act."”

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 460
INTRODUCED BY HARRINGTON, SWYSGOOD, ELLINGSON, SQUIRES, DOHERTY, KITZENBERG,
HALLIGAN, COCCHIARELLA

A BILLFOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING NAHONAL CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCIES TO

PRCVIDE ONE FREE CREDIT REPORT ANNUALLY TO A CONSUMER ONREQUEST; REQUHRING REGIGNAL;

AMENDING SECTIONS 31-3-122, 31-3-123, AND 31-3-125, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 31-3-122, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-122. Disclosures to consumers -- annual free or discounted credit report. {1} Every

consumer reporting agency shall, upan request and proper identification of any consumer, clearly and
accurately disclose to the consumer:

{a) the nature and substance of ail information (except medical information)} in its files on the
consumer at the time of the request; and

{b}) the sources of the information.

{2) The requirements of subsection (1} respecting the disclosure of sources of infarmation and the
recipients of consumer reports furnished prior to July 1, 1975, do not apply to existing consumer reporting
agencies except to the extent that the matter involved is contained in the files of the consumer reporting
agency on that date.

(3) ta+ In addition to the requirements in subsection (1}, a rational consumer reporting agency shall

provide to a customer gnce a year at the customer’s request and at no monetary charge to the customer

a report that contains all of the information required under subsection (1),
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Section 2. Section 31-3-123, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-123. Conditions of disclosure to consumer. (1) A consumer reporting agency shall make
the disclosures required under 31-3-122 during normal business hours and on reasonable notice.

{2) The disclosures required under 31-3-122 shal must be made to the consumer:

{a} in person if ke the person appears in person and furnishes proper identification; or

(b} by tel-tree telephone if Be the person has made a written request, with proper identif-ication
for telephone disclosure—and-the-toll-charge—tary—terthe-telephonecal-s—prepaid-by-or-chatged-diresty
1o-HhEe-BORSUMEer.

(3} Any consumer reporting agency shall provide trained personnei to explain to the consumer any
information furnished to kire the consumer pursuant to 31-3-122.

{4) The consumer skaH must be permitted to be accompanied by one other person of bis the
consumer’s choosing, who shail furnish reasonable identification. A consumer reporting agency may
require the consumer to furnish a written statement granting permission to the consumer reporting agency

to discuss the consumer’s file in seeh the person’s presence.”

Section 3. Section 31-3-125, MCA, is amended to read:

"31-3-12b. Fees for disclosures to consumers, Except for a free credit report ard-a-disceunted

erecit-report provided forin 31-3-122, A a consumer reporting agency shall make-at-diselosures charge an

appropriate fee to the consumer for each disciosure pursuant to 31-3-122 and 31-3-124, te-the-consumer;

with-approprate-feesto The fees must be established by the department of commerce in accordance with
the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.”

-END-
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