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1 

2 INTRODUCED BY ----r'-ll'-"'-''-J,<-==,<----------------------

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENT LED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN INFORMATION BE PROVIDED UPON 

5 THE SALE OF A CAT OR DOG BY PET SHOPS; REQUIRING THE SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CERTAIN 

6 CATS AND DOGS THAT ARE ADOPTED FROM OR SOLD BY A HUMANE SOCIETY, ANIMAL SHELTER, 

7 OR PUBLIC ANIMAL POUND; PROVIDING A PENAL TY FOR FAILURE TO SPAY OR NEUTER; AND 

8 ALLOWING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE SPAYING OR NEUTERING SERVICES." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sale of cat or dog -- information required. ( 1) Except as provided in 

13 subsection (2), the following information must be provided by any pet shop operator who makes a cat or 

14 dog available for sale: 

15 (a) age, sex, and weight of the animal; 

16 (b) breed of the animal; 

17 (cl a record of vaccinations and veterinary care and treatment the animal has received; 

18 (d) a record of surgical sterilization of the animal or notice of the lack of surgical sterilization, as 

19 applicable; 

20 (e) name and address of the breeder of the animal; and 

21 (fl name and address of any person who owned or harbored the animal between its birth and the 

22 time of sale. 

23 (2) Subsection ( 1) does not apply to a cat or dog offered for sale by a humane society or publicly 

24 operated animal pound or shelter. 

25 

26 NEW SECTION. Section 2. · Adoption of cat or dog from animal shelter or humane society -- spay 

27 or neuter required -- deposit -- penalty. (1) Except as provided in subsections (6) and (7), a humane society 

28 or animal shelter or pound may not offer for adoption, sale, or trade any cat or dog that has not been 

29 redeemed by the owner unless: 

30 (al the animal has been spayed or neutered; or 
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(bl the person to whom the animal is released agrees in writing to have the animal spayed or 

2 neutered and a deposit for spaying or neutering the animal has been paid. The deposit must be in an 

3 amount determined by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound to be comparable to the lowest fee 

4 for spaying or neutering that is charged by veterinarians in the locale. 

5 (2) Upon payment of the deposit required in subsection (1 I, the person who is adopting the animal 

6 must receive a certificate for spaying or neutering, to be presented to a licensed veterinarian, who shall 

7 complete the certificate when the spaying or neutering is done. Upon receipt of the completed certifi'.•,+, 

8 verifying that the animal has been spayed or neutered, the humane society, anirr,al s,,elter, or pound shal! 

9 forward the deposit to the veterinarian who performed the procedure. 

10 (3) The deposit must be forfeited if the spaying or neutering is not done: 

11 (al within 30 days if the cat or dog is more than 6 months old at the time of adoption; or 

12 (b) by the time the animal reaches the age of 6 months if the animal is less than 6 months old at 

13 the time of adoption, or within 30 days of the adoption, whichever is longer. 

14 (4) A deposit forfeited pursuant to subsection (3) may be used only for the following purposes: 

15 (al a public education program designed to prevent the overpopulation of cats and dogs; 

16 (bl a program to spay or neuter cats and dogs; and 

17 (c) costs incurred in the enforcement of this section, including a follow-up program to ensure that 

18 animals adopted, sold, or traded by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound are spayed or neutered. 

19 (5) Failure to fulfill the terms of an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (1 )(b) may result 

20 in: 

21 (a) seizure and reimpoundment of the animal by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound; and 

22 (b) at the discretion of the county attorney, filing of a misdemeanor charge punishable by a fine of 

23 not more than $500. 

24 (6) The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal for which a licensed veterinarian verifies 

25 in writing that spaying or neutering would be injurious to the animal's health. 

26 (71 The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal adopted for breeding purposes if the 

27 person adopting the animal pays an additional adoption fee of at least $100. 

28 

29 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Additional spaying or neutering requirements not precluded --

30 cooperative agreements. ( 1) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may enter into 
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1 cooperative agreements with each other and with licensed veterinarians in carrying out the provisions of 

2 [section 2). 

3 (2) [Section 21 does not preclude humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds from 

4 engaging in activities set forth in their charters as long as the activities are not inconsistent with [section 

5 2]. 

6 (3) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may establish spaying and 

7 neutering requirements in addition to the requirements set out in [section 21, such as: 

B (a) shorter timeframes for compliance with spaying and neutering requirements; 

9 (b) arranging an appointment for spaying or neutering with a licensed veterinarian; and 

1 O (c) delivering the animal to a licensed veterinarian for surgery prior to releasing the animal to the 

11 adopting person. 

12 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 3) are intended to be 

14 codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 23, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 23, apply to 

15 [sections 1 through 3). 

16 -END-
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APPROVED BY COM ON 
BUSINESS & LABOR 

2 

3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 435 

INTRODUCED BY HARPER 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN INFORMATION BE PROVIDED UPON 

5 THE SALE OF A CAT OR DOG BY PET SHOPS, HUMANE SOCIETIES, AND ANIMAL SHELTERS; REQUIRING 

6 THE SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CERTAIN CATS AND DOGS THAT ARE ADOPTED FROM OR SOLD BY 

7 A HUMANE SOCIETY, ANIMAL SHELTER, OR PUBLIC ANIMAL POUND; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR 

8 FAILURE TO SPAY OR NEUTER; AND ALLOWING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE SPAYING 

9 OR NEUTERING SERVICES." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sale of cat or dog -- information required. f-l+ !!Jwept as pro,·ided in 

14 susseetion (2), tAo THE following information must be provided by any pet shop operator WM OR HUMANE 

15 SOCIETY OR PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHEL TEA OR POUND THAT makes a cat or dog available for 

16 sale: 

17 +al-ill age, sex, and weight of the animal; 

18 fbt@ breed of the animal; 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

fel-1.fil a record of vaccinations and veterinary care and treatment the animal has received. 

INCLUDING THE MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE VACCINATION USED; 

Wti±L a record of surgical sterilization of the animal or notice of the lack of surgical sterilization, 

as applicable; 

fel,J.fil IF KNOWN, THE name and address of the breeder of the animal; af\4 

f-f·Hfil IF KNOWN, THE name and address of any person who owned or harbored the animal 

between its birth and the time of sale,; AND 

(7) A COPY OF THE IMPORT PERMIT AND HEALTH CERTIFICATE PERTAINING TO AN ANIMAL 

IMPORTED FROM OUTSIDE MONTANA. 

12) S1Jsseetion (1) does not apply to a eat or dog offered for sale by a AIJfflane soeiety or publiel',' 

operated a11ifflal pounel ar stcialtar. 
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Adoption of cat or dog from animal shelter or humane society -- spay 

2 or neuter required -- deposit -- penalty. (1) Except as provided in subsections (6) and (7), a humane society 

3 or animal shelter or pound may not offer for adoption, sale, or trade any cat or dog that has not been 

4 redeemed by the owner unless: 

5 {a) the animal has been spayed or neutered; or 

6 (b) the person to whom the animal is released agrees in writing to have the animal spayed or 

7 neutered and a deposit for spaying or neutering the animal has been paid. The deposit must be in an 

8 amount determined by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound to be comparable to the lowest fee 

9 for spaying or neutering that is charged by veterinarians in the locale. 

10 (2) Upon payment of the deposit required in subsection (1 l, the person who is adopting the animal 

11 must receive a certificate for spaying or neutering, to be presented to a licensed veterinarian, who shall 

12 complete the certificate when the spaying or neutering is done. Upon receipt of the completed certificate 

13 verifying that the animal has been spayed or neutered, the humane society, animal shelter, or pound shall 

14 forward the deposit to the veterinarian who performed the procedure. 

15 (3) The deposit must be forfeited if the spaying or neutering is not done: 

16 (a) within 30 days if the cat or dog is more than 6 months old at the time of adoption; or 

1 7 (b) by the time the animal reaches the age of 6 months if the animal is less than 6 months old at 

18 the time of adoption, or within 30 days of the adoption, whichever is longer. 

19 14) A deposit forfeited pursuant to subsection (3) may be used only for the following purposes: 

20 {a) a public education program designed to prevent the overpopulation of cats and dogs; 

21 lb) a program to spay or neuter cats and dogs; and 

22 (c) costs incurred in the enforcement of this section, including a follow-up program to ensure that 

23 animals adopted, sold, or traded by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound are spayed or neutered. 

24 (5) Failure to fulfill the terms of an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (1 )lb) may result 

25 in: 

26 {a) seizure and reimpoundment of the animal by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound; and 

27 (b) at the discretion of the county attorney, filing of a misdemeanor charge punishable by a fine of 

28 not more than $500. 

29 (6) The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal for which a licensed veterinarian verifies 

30 in writing that spaying or neutering would be injurious to the animal's health. 
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2 

3 

4 

{7) The pre¥isieAs sf this sectioA es Ast apply ts aA aAiA1al aeoptee for 13reediAg purposes if the 

perseA adeptiAg the □ AiA'lal pa~·s aA additieAal adeptieA fee sf at least $100. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Additional spaying or neutering requirements not precluded --

5 cooperative agreements. ( 1) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may enter into 

6 cooperative agreements with each other and with licensed veterinarians in carrying out the provisions of 

7 [section 2]. 

8 (2) [Section 21 does not preclude humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds from 

9 engaging in activities set forth in their charters as long as the activities are not inconsistent with [section 

10 2]. 

11 (3) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may establish spaying and 

12 neutering requirements in addition to the requirements set out in [section 21, such as: 

13 (a) shorter timeframes for compliance with spaying and neutering requirements; 

14 (b) arranging an appointment for spaying or neutering with a licensed veterinarian; and 

15 (c) delivering the animal to a licensed veterinarian for surgery prior to releasing the animal to the 

16 adopting person. 

17 

18 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 3] are intended to be 

19 codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 23, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 23, apply to 

· 20 [sections 1 through 3]. 

21 -END-
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2 

3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 435 

INTRODUCED BY HARPER 

HB0435.02 

4 A BILL FORAN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN INFORMATION BE PROVIDED UPON 

5 THE SALE OFA CAT OR DOG BY PET SHOPS, HUMANE SOCIETIES. AND ANIMAL SHELTERS; REQUIRING 

6 THE SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CERTAIN CATS AND DOGS THAT ARE ADOPTED FROM OR SOLD BY 

7 A HUMANE SOCIETY, ANIMAL SHELTER, OR PUBLIC ANIMAL POUND; PROVIDING A PENAL TY FOR 

8 FAILURE TO SPAY OR NEUTER; AND ALLOWING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE SPAYING 

9 OR NEUTERING SERVICES." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sale of cat or dog -- information required. 44) I01<ee13t as 13re1,ided IA 

14 sueseetieR 12), tt:le THE following information must be provided by any pet shop operator wl=\& OR HUMANE 

15 SOCIETY OR PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER OR POUND THAT makes a cat or dog available for 

16 sale: 

17 fal.ill age, sex, and weight of the animal; 

18 +hlJll breed of the animal; 

19 +el-ill a record of vaccinations and veterinary care and treatment the animal has receivedL 

20 INCLUDING THE MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE VACCINATION USED; 

21 feti.11 a record of surgical sterilization of the animal or notice of the lack of surgical sterilization, 

22 as applicable; 

23 +el,ifil IF KNOWN, THE name and address of the breeder of the animal; ~ 

24 ffiifil IF KNOWN. THE name and address of any person who owned or harbored the animal 

25 between its birth and the time of sale:-: AND 

26 17) A COPY OF THE IMPORT PERMIT AND HEALTH CERTIFICATE PERTAINING TO AN ANIMAL 

27 IMPORTED FROM OUTSIDE MONTANA. 

28 (2) Sl:leseetieA (1) dees Aet a!'lial•,c te a eat er deg effered far sale e~· a RlclFRaAe seeiety er 13ualiely 

29 e13eratee aRiFRal 13el:lRB er st:ielter. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Adoption of cat or dog from animal shelter or humane society -- spay 

2 or neuter required -- deposit -- penalty. (1) Except as provided in subsections (61 and /71, a humane society 

3 or animal shelter or pound may not offer for adoption, sale, or trade any cat or dog that has not been 

4 redeemed by the owner unless: 

5 (a) the animal has been spayed or neutered; or 
, 

6 (b) the person to whom the animal is released agrees in writing to have the animal spayed or 

7 neutered and a deposit for spaying or neutering the animal has been paid. The deposit must be in an 

8 amount determined by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound to be comparable to the lowest fee 

9 for spaying or neutering that is charged by veterinarians in the locale. 

10 (2) Upon payment of the deposit required in subsection (1 ), the person who is adopting the animal 

11 must receive a certificate for spaying or neutering, to be presented to a licensed veterinarian, who shall 

12 complete the certificate when the spaying or neutering is done. Upon receipt of the completed certificate 

13 verifying that the animal has been spayed or neutered, the humane society, animal shelter, or pound shall 

14 forward the deposit to the veterinarian who performed the procedure. 

1 5 (31 The deposit must be forfeited if the spaying or neutering is not done: 

16 (a) within 30 days if the cat or dog is more than 6 months old at the time of adoption; or 

17 (b) by the time the animal reaches the age of 6 months if the animal is less than 6 months old at 

18 the time of adoption, or within 30 days of the adoption, whichever is longer. 

19 (41 A deposit forfeited pursuant to subsection (3) may be used only for the following purposes: 

20 (al a public education program designed to prevent the overpopulation of cats and dogs; 

21 (b) a program to spay or neuter cats and dogs; and 

22 (c) costs incurred in the enforcement of this section, including a follow-up program to ensure that 

23 animals adopted, sold, or traded by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound are spayed or neutered. 

24 (5) Failure to fulfill the terms of an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection ( 1 )(b) may result 

25 in: 

26 (a) seizure and reimpoundment of the animal by the humane society, animal shelter, or pound; and 

27 (b) at the discretion of the county attorney, filing of a misdemeanor charge punishable by a fine of 

28 not more than $500. 

29 (6) The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal for which a licensed veterinarian verifies 

30 in writing that spaying or neutering would be injurious to the animal's health. 
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2 

3 

4 

(7) Tl:1e 13revisieAs ef tF1is seetieA Ele Aet a1313l',1 te an aAiFAal aele13teel fer breeEliR!l 13uF13eses if the 

13eFsen a~e13tiAg the aAiFAal 13avs an aelelitienal aele13tieA fee sf at least $1 GG. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Additional spaying or neutering requirements not precluded --

5 cooperative agreements. ( 1) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may enter into 

6 cooperative agreements with each other and with licensed veterinarians in carrying out the provisions of 

7 [section 2). 

8 (2) [Section 21 does not preclude humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds from 

9 engaging in activities set forth in their charters as long as the activities are not inconsistent with [section 

10 2). 

11 (3) Humane societies, animal shelters, and public animal pounds may establish spaying and 

12 neutering requirements in addition to the requirements set out in [section 21, such as: 

13 (a) shorter timeframes for compliance with spaying and neutering requirements; 

14 (bl arranging an appointment for spaying or neutering with a licensed veterinarian; and 

15 (c) delivering the animal to a licensed veterinarian for surgery prior to releasing the animal to the 

16 adopting person. 

17 

18 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 3) are intended to be 

19 codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 23, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 23, apply to 

20 [sections 1 through 3). 

21 -END-
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2 

3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 435 

INTRODUCED BY HARPER 

HB0435.03 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN INFORMATION BE PROVIDEDYPGN 

5 Tlolla Sl'bla m: O CAT GR QQG BY PET SHOPS, HUMANE SOCIETIES, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL 

6 SHELTERS AND POUNDS WHEN MAKING A CAT OR DOG AVAILABLE FOR SALE OR ADOPTION; 

7 PROVIDING FOR THE RETENTION AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN INFORMATION· REQUIRING THE 

8 SPAYING OR NEUTERING OF CERTAIN CATS AND DOGS THAT ARE ADOPTED FROM OR SOLD BY A 

9 HUMANE SOCIETY, OR PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER, OR P618LIG A~JIM/\b POUND; 

10 PROVIDING A PENAL TY FOR FAILURE TO SPAY OR NEUTER; AND ALLOWING COOPERATIVE 

11 AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE SPAYING OR NEUTERING SERVICES." 

12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sale OR ADOPTION of cat or dog -- information required. ill i-++ 

16 e1'SSJH as J3FS¥ided in suesestien (:11, the THE following information must be provided by any pet shop 

17 operatorL wl=le 00 HUMANE SOCIETY, OR PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER OR POUND THAT 

18 makes a cat or dog available for sale OR ADOPTION: 

19 tal-f:HiAf age, sex, and weight of the animal; 

20 ~ breed of the animal; 

21 ~ a record of vaccinations and veterinary care and treatment the animal has receivedL 

22 INCLUDING, IF AVAILABLE, THE MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE 

23 VACCINATION USED; AND 

24 tEl-H:!±J.Ql a record of surgical sterilization of the animal or notice of the lack of surgical sterilization, 

25 as applicable+. 

26 (2) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MUST BE RETAINED FOR A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS AND 

27 REMAINS CONFIDENTIAL UNLESS REQUESTED PURSUANT TO AN ENFORCEMENT ACTION OR LEGAL 

28 PROCEEDING: 

29 ~ IF KNOWN, THE name and address of the breeder of the animal; aM 

30 ffl@1fil IF KNOWN, THE name and address of any person who owned or harbored the animal 
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between its birth and the time of sale OR ADOPTIONT: AND 

2 ffi(C) A COPY OF THE IMPORT PERMIT AND HEALTH CERTIFICATE PERTAINING TO AN ANIMAL 

3 IMPORTED FROM OUTSIDE MONTANA. 

4 12) Subsootion 11) does not apply to a oat or clog offeroe for sale ny a huFAane sosiety or publioly 

5 oporatee aniFAal pouml or shelter. 

6 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Adoption of cat or dog from aRimal sllelter er humane society, ANIMAL 

8 SHELTER, OR POUND •· spay or neuter required ·· deposit -- penalty. ( 1) Except as provided in subsections 

9 (6) and (7), a humane society or PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelter or pound may not offer for adoption, 

1 O sale, or trade any cat or dog that has not been redeemed by the owner unless: 

11 (a) the animal has been spayed or neutered; or 

1 2 (b) the person to whom the animal is released agrees in writing to have the animal spayed or 

13 neutered and a deposit for spaying or neutering the animal has been paid. The deposit must be in an 

14 amount determined by the humane society7 OR PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelter7 or pound to be 

15 comparable to the lowest fee for spaying or neutering that is charged by veterinarians in the locale. 

16 (2) Upon payment of the deposit required in subsection ( 1), the person who is adopting the animal 

1 7 must receive a certificate for spaying or neutering, to be presented to a licensed veterinarian, who shall 

18 complete the certificate when the spaying or neutering is done. Upon receipt of the completed certificate 

19 verifying that the animal has been spayed or neutered, the humane society7 OR PUBLICLY OPERATED 

20 animal shelter7 or pound shall forward the deposit to the veterinarian who performed the procedure. 

21 (3) The deposit must be forfeited if the spaying or neutering is not done: 

22 (a) within 30 days if the cat or dog is more than 6 months old at the time of adoption; or 

23 (b) by the time the animal reaches the age of 6 months if the animal is less than 6 months old at 

24 the time of adoption, or within 30 days of the adoption, whichever is longer. 

25 (4) A deposit forfeited pursuant to subsection (3) may be used only for the following purposes: 

26 (a) a public education program designed to prevent the overpopulation of cats and dogs; 

27 (b) a program to spay or neuter cats and dogs; and 

28 (c) costs incurred in the enforcement of this section, including a follow-up program to ensure that 

29 animals adoptedT FROM OR sold, or traded by the humane society7 OR PUBLICLY OPERATED animal 

30 shelter7 or pound are spayed or neutered. 
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15) Failure to fulfill the terms of an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection 11 )(b) may resuit 

2 in: 

3 (a) seizure and reimpoundment of the animal by the humane society, OR PUBLICL y OPERA TED 

4 animal shelter, or pound; and 

5 (b) at the discretion of the county attorney, filing of a misdemeanor charge punishable by a fine of 

6 not more than $500. 

7 (6) The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal for which a licensed veterinarian verifies 

8 in writing that spaying or neutering would be injurious to the animal's health. 

9 (7) The previsieRs ef this sestieR ae Aet apply ta aA aAimal aaaptea fer ereeaiAg pllrpeoes if the 

1 0 poroeA aeleptiAg the aAimal pavo an aaaitiaAal aeaptiaA fee ef at least $100. 

11 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Additional spaying or neutering requirements not precluded --

13 cooperative agreements. ( 1) Humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, and f}UGliG 

14 ~ pounds may enter into cooperative agreements with each other and with licensed veterinarians in 

15 carrying out the provisions of [section 2]. 

16 (2) [Section 21 does not preclude humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, 

17 and puelis aAimal pounds from engaging in activities set forth in their charters as long as the activities are 

18 not inconsistent with [section 21. 

19 (3) Humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, and p1,1elis animal pounds may 

20 establish spaying and neutering requirements in addition to the requirements set out in [section 2]. such 

21 as: 

22 la) shorter timeframes for compliance with spaying and neutering requirements; 

23 lb) arranging an appointment for spaying or neutering with a licensed veterinarian; and 

24 le) delivering the animal to a licensed veterinarian for surgery prior to releasing the animal to the 

25 adopting person. 

26 

27 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 3) are intended to be 

28 codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 23, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 23, apply to 

29 [sections 1 through 3]. 

30 -END-
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2 

3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 435 

INTRODUCED BY HARPER 

HB0435.04 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT, ABSENT A CONFLICTING LOCAL 

5 ORDINANCE, CERTAIN INFORMATION BE PROVIDED UPON THE S/\LE OF /1, C1\T OR DOG BY PET SHOPS, 

6 HUMANE SOCIETIES, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTERS AND POUNDS WHEN MAKING A 

7 CAT OR DOG AVAILABLE FOR SALE OR ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR THE RETENTION AND 

8 CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN INFORMATION; REQUIRING THE SPA YING OR NEUTERING OF CERTAIN 

9 CATS AND DOGS THAT ARE ADOPTED FROM OR SOLD BY A HUMANE SOCIETY, OR PUBLICLY 

10 OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER, OR PY8LIC A,~IIP.4/\L POUND; PROVIDING A PENAL TY FOR FAILURE TO 

11 SPAY OR NEUTER; ANG ALLOWING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE SPAYING OR NEUTERING 

12 SERVICES; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY PROVISION." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Sale OR ADOPTION of cat or dog -- information required. ill 4+ 

17 exsopt as pre¥idod in s~0seotien (2), tl=le THE following information must be provided by any pet shop 

18 operator, WM GR HUMANE SOCIETY, OR PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER OR POUND THAT 

19 makes a cat or dog available for sale OR ADOPTION: 

20 tatffi1A)_ age, sex, and weight of the animal; 

21 tbtffi1fil breed of the animal; 

22 tG}ffiiQ a record of vaccinations and veterinary care and treatment the animal has received, 

23 INCLUDING, IF AVAILABLE, THE MANUFACTURER'S NAME AND THE SERIAL NUMBER OF THE 

24 VACCINATION USED; AND 

25 t4}ffijQJ. a record of surgical sterilization of the animal or notice of the lack of surgical sterilization, 

26 as applicable+0 

27 (2) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MUST BE RETAINED FOR A PERIOD OF 2 YEARS AND 

28 REMAINS CONFIDENTIAL UNLESS REQUESTED PURSUANT TO AN ENFORCEMENT ACTION OR LEGAL 

29 PROCEEDING: 

30 ~ IF KNOWN, THE name and address of the breeder of the animal; ~ 
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#t@1fil IF KNOWN, THE name and address of any person who owned or harbored the animal 

2 between its birth and the time of sale OR ADOPTION~: AND 

3 ffilCl A COPY OF THE IMPORT PERMIT AND HEAL TH CERTIFICATE PERTAINING TO AN ANIMAL 

4 IMPORTED FROM OUTSIDE MONTANA. 

5 i21 G.il=lsestion (1) doos not apply to a sat or dog offorod for sale l=ly a h.imane sosiety or p.il=llioly 

6 operated animal po.ind or shelter. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Adoption of cat or dog from aRimal shelter or humane society, ANIMAL 

SHELTER, OR POUND -- spay or neuter required -- deposit -- penalty -- EXCEPTIONS. ( 1) Except as provided 

in subsections (6) and (7), a humane society or PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelter or pound may not offer 

for adoption, sale, or trade any cat or dog that has not been redeemed by the owner unless: 

(al the animal has been spayed or neutered; or 

(bl the person to whom the animal is released agrees in writing to have the animal spayed or 

neutered and a deposit for spaying or neutering the animal has been paid. The deposit must be in an 

amount determined by the humane society, OR PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelter, or pound to be 

comparable to the lowest fee for spaying or neutering that is charged by veterinarians in the locale. 

(2) Upon payment of the deposit required in subsection {1), the person who is adopting the ar:,nal 

must receive a certificate for spaying or neutering, to be presented to a licensed veterinarian, who shall 

complete the certificate when the spaying or neutering is done. Upon receipt of the completed certificate 

verifying that the animal has been spayed or neutered, the humane society, OR PUBLICLY OPERATED 

animal shelter, or pound shall forward the deposit to the veterinarian who performed the procedure. 

(3) The deposit must be forfeited if the spaying or neutering is not done: 

{a) within 30 days if the cat or dog is more than 6 months old at the time of adoption; or 

(bl by the time the animal reaches the age of 6 months if the animal is less than 6 months old at 

the time of adoption, or within 30 days of the adoption, whichever is longer. 

(4) A deposit forfeited pursuant to subsection (3) may be used only for the following purposes: 

(a) a public education program designed to prevent the overpopulation of cats and dogs; 

(b) a program to spay or neuter cats and dogs; and 

(cl costs incurred in the enforcement of this section, including a follow-up program to ensure that 

animals adopted, FROM OR sold, or traded by the humane society7 OR PUBLICLY OPERATED animal 
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shelter, or pound are spayed or neutered. 

2 (5) Failure to fulfill the terms of an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection ( 1 l(bl may,~ 

3 ffi, 

4 (a) seizure 8R0 reimpeuR0FRORt of the aRiFRal BY the huFRaRo sesiety, OR PUBLICLY OPER/\TED 

5 aniFRal shelter, er peuna; ana 

6 AA at the discretion of the county attorney, RESULT IN THE filing of a misdemeanor charge 

7 punishable by a fine of not more than $500. 

8 (6) The provisions of this section do not apply to an animal for which a licensed veterinarian verifies 

9 in writing that spaying or neutering would be injurious to the animal's health. 

10 (7) The previsions et this sestieR do not appl•,· to an aRiFRal aaoptaa for ereeaiRg purposes if the 

11 perseR adeptiR9 the a Ai FR al pavs aR asaitieRal aaoption foe et at least $100. 

12 (7) THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION DO NOT APPLY WHEN A HUMANE SOCIETY OR 

13 PUBLICLY OPERATED ANIMAL SHELTER OR POUND, AT ITS DISCRETION, CHOOSES TO ACCEPT AN 

14 ADOPTION FEE OF NOT LESS THAN $50 FROM A PERSON WHO WISHES TO ADOPT AN ANIMAL FOR 

15 BREEDING PURPOSES. 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Additional spaying or neutering requirements not precluded --

18 cooperative agreements. ( 1) Humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, and ~ 

1 9 aRiffial pounds may enter into cooperative agreements with each other and with licensed veterinarians in 

20 carrying out the provisions of [section 2]. 

21 (2) [Section 2] does not preclude humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, 

22 and puelio animal pounds from engaging in activities set forth in their charters as long as the activities are 

23 not inconsistent with [section 21. 

24 (3) Humane societies, AND PUBLICLY OPERATED animal shelters, and puelio aRiR'lal pounds may 

25 establish spaying and neutering requirements in addition to the requirements set out in [section 21, such 

26 as: 

27 (a) shorter timeframes for compliance with spaying and neutering requirements; 

28 (b) arranging an appointment for spaying or neutering with a licensed veterinarian; and 

29 (c) delivering the animal to a licensed veterinarian for surgery prior to releasing the animal to the 

30 adopting person. 
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NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 3] are intended to be 

2 codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 23, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 23, apply to 

3 [sections 1 through 3]. 

4 

5 NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. APPLICABILITY. [THIS ACT] APPLIES ONLY IF A LOCAL 

6 GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ENACTED AN ORDINANCE THAT CONFLICTS WITH THE PROVISIONS OF [THIS 

7 ACT]. 

8 -END-

i legislative 
\Services 
\!!_/vision 

- 4 - HB 435 




