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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT; ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 AND 61-8-328, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "61-8-323. Overtaking a vehicle on fke left. The following rules~ govern the overtaki'ng and 

13 passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to tfle5e the limitations, exceptions, and 

14 special rules hereinafter states provided in this part: 

15 I 1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

16 to the left thereof of the other vehicle at a safe distance and ~ may not again drive to the right side of 

17 the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

18 (2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

19 shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle eR upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

20 lamps, as provided in 61-9-218, and ~ may not increase the speed of Ai& the vehicle until completely 

21 passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, ~ the driver of the 

22 vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed if the shoulder is wide 

23 enough and is in a condition allowing safe travel." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "61-8-328. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. Whenever afl'f ~ roadway has been divided into 

27 two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic. the following rules, in addition to all e#lef5 other consistent 

28 herewith rules, ~ apply: 

29 I 1) A vehicle~ must be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and~ may 

30 not be moved from 5ttefl the lane until the driver has first ascertained that 5ttefl the movement can be made 
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with safety. 

2 (2) Upon a roadway Wffl6f½ that is divided into three lanes, a vehicle &Rel+ may not be driven in the 

3 center lane except~ 

4 1fil when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and~ the 

5 center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance,-iH'~ 

6 ill in preparation for a left turn~ or 

7 _lg wReFe sueR when the center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of s.:tel=t the allocation. 

9 (3) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or 

10 designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the 

11 roadway~ aooEifwefs Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every SHeR official sign that designates 

12 use of specific lanes. 

13 (4) A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be made safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of traffic." 

16 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385 

HB0385.02 
APPROVED BY 
COM ON TRANSPORTATION 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

5 VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT; ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

6 OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

7 CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 AND 61-8-328, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "61-8-323. Overtaking a vehicle on tM left. The following rules SHall govern the overtaking and 

13 passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to #Iese the limitations, exceptions, and 

14 special rules hereinafter states provided in this part: 

15 (1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

16 to the left thereat of the other vehicle at a safe distance and SHall may not again drive to the right side of 

17 the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

18 I 2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

19 shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle 9f\ upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

20 lamps, as provided in 61-9-218, and SHall may not increase the speed of flis the vehicle until completely 

21 passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, Be the driver of the 

22 vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed if the shoulder is wide 

23 enough and is in a condition allowing safe travel." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "61-8-328. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. Whenever aA-y- .§ roadway has been divided into 

27 two or more clearly marked lanes for trafficL the following rules, in addition to all e#lef-S other consistent 

28 herewith rules, SHall apply: 

29 ( 1) A vehicle SHall must be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and SHall may 

30 not be moved from W6fl the lane until the driver has first ascertained that W6fl the movement can be made 
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with safety. 

2 (21 Upon a roadway Wflttffi that is divided into three lanes. a vehicle 5ltall may not be driven in the 

3 center lane except~ 

4 ifil when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and SHOO the 

5 center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance,--&l'~ 

6 J.hl. in preparation for a left turn~ or 

7 ill where s1,1eh when the center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of S¼lef\ the allocation. 

9 (3) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or 

1 O designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the 

11 roadway~ af\El ef+\,'efS Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every~ official sign that designates 

12 use of specific lanes. 

13 (4) A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be '!lade safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of ONCOMING traffic." 

16 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

5 VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT; ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

6 OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

7 CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 AND 61-8-328, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "61-8-323. Overtaking a vehicle on the left. The following rules SHall govern the overtaking and 

13 passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to ~ the limitations, exceptions, and 

14 special rules Aereinafter states provided in this part: 

1 5 ( 1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

16 to the left tAereof of the other vehicle at a safe distance and ~ may not again drive to the right side of 

17 the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

18 ( 2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

19 shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle efl upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

20 lamps, as provided in 61-9-218, and &Rall may not increase the speed of~ the vehicle until completely 

21 passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, Re the driver of the 

22 vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed if the shoulder is wide 

23 enough and is in a condition allowing safe travel." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "61-8-328. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. Whenever~~ roadway has been divided into 

27 two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic, the following rules, in addition to all ffiAef-5 other consistent 

28 Aer□ ¥,·ith rules, SHall apply: 

29 ( 1) A vehicle SHall must be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and SHall may 

30 not be moved from St;efl the lane until the driver has first ascertained that St;efl the movement can be made 
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with safety. 

2 (2) Upon a roadway wl=!ieR that is divided into three lanes. a vehicle s+la-11 may not be driven in the 

3 center lane except~ 

4 lfil when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and 5t+'3-h the 

5 center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distancertlf~ 

6 ill.l. in preparation for a left turn~ or 

7 i£l. where si,eh when the center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving n the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of~ the allocation. 

9 (3) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or 

10 designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the 

11 roadway" af\EI ~ Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every~ official sign that designates 

12 use of specific lanes. 

13 (4) A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be made safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of ONCOMING traffic." 

16 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385 

HB0385 02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATI:.JN 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, VAN VALKENBURG, CLARK 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

5 VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT: ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

6 OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

7 CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 AND 61-8-328, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "61-8-323. Overtaking a vehicle on the left. The following rules~ govern the overtaking and 

13 passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to ~ the limitations, exceptions, and 

14 special rules R8F8iAafler s~a;ee provided in this part: 

15 ( 1 I The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

16 to the left ~Rereef of the other vehicle at a safe distance and~ may not again drive to the right side of 

1 7 the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

18 (2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

19 shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle eR upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

20 lamps, as provided in 61-9-218, and~ may not increase the speed of Ai& the vehicle until completely 

21 passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, fie the driver of the 

22 vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed if the shoulder is wide 

23 enough and is in a condition allowing safe travel." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "61-8-328. Driving on roadways laned for traffic. Whenever 8fl¥ §. roadway has been divided into 

27 two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic. the following rules, in addition to all~ other consistent 

28 ReFenitR rules,~ apply: 

29 ( 1) A vehicle~ must be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and~ may 

30 not be moved from~ the lane until the driver has first ascertained that~ the movement can be made 
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with safety. 

2 (~I Upon a roadway~ that is divided into three lanesL a vehicle~ may not be driven in the 

3 center lane except~ 

4 J..fil when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and St¼6l'I the 

5 center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distanc~;, 

6 ill in preparation for a left turn;, or 

7 i£l. where Slelel=i when the center lane is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of Sl:ieR !h.g, allocation. 

9 (31 · Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or 

1 O designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of the 

11 roadway" afl6 6fiYef9 Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every &\:l6R official sign that designates 

1 2 use of specific lanes. 

13 (4) A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be made safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of ONCOMING traffic." 

16 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, VANVALKENBURG, CLARK 

4 A BILL FOR Ar-.J ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

5 VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT; ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

6 OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

7 CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 ANO 61-8-328, MCA." 

B 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

1 1 

1 2 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-323. Overtaking e vehicle on 1M left. The following rules &l=li!li govern the overtaking and 

passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to #:leee the limitations, exceptions, and 

special rules l=lere1AaHer staMe provided in this part: 

11) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

to the left tl=lereel of the other vehicle at a safe distance and &l=li!li may not again drive to the right side of 

the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

12) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle~ upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

lamps. as provided in 61-9-218, and~ may not increase the speed of Ai6 the vehicle until completely 

passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, Re the driver of the 

vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed if the shoulder 1s wide 

enough and 1s 1n a condition allowing safe travel." 

25 Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "61-8-328. Driving on roadways lanad for traffic. Whenever~ i roadway has been divided into 

27 two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic. the following rules, in addition to all~ other consistent 

28 l=le,e .. itl=I rules, 5MI# apply: 

29 I 1 l A vehicle~ must be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and &l=li!li may 

30 not be moved from~ the lane until the driver has first ascertained that~ the movement can be made 
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with safety 

2 ( 21 Upon a roadway~ that 1s d1v1ded into three lanes. a vehicle~ may not be driven ,r, n ,, 

3 center lane except, 

4 ill when overtaKIng and passing another vehicle where the roadway Is clearly v1s1ble and~ r::c., 

5 center lane 1s clear of traffic within a safe d1stanc~~ 

6 J.QJ. 1n preparanon for a left turn~ or 

7 J.£J. wAere sc1eA when the center lane 1s at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving ,n the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of~ the allocation, 

9 13) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane 

1 O designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the center of th, 

11 roadway, aM ~ Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every~ Q_fii£!2! sign !_hat designates 

1 2 use of specific lanes, 

13 14) A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be made safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of ONCOMING traffic," 

1 6 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH. VANVALKENBURG, CLARK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING WHEN A DRIVER BEING OVERTAKEN BY A 

VEHICLE ON THE LEFT SHALL GIVE WAY TO THE RIGHT; ALLOWING FOR A LEFT TURN INTO A PUBLIC 

OR PRIVATE PARKING LOT OR A ROADWAY ACROSS DOUBLE YELLOW LINES UNDER CERTAIN 

CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-323 AND 61-8-328, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-323, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-323. Overtaking• vehicle on fhe left. The following rules~ govern the overtaking and 

passing of vehicles proceeding 1n the same direction, subject to 4M6e the limitations, exceptions, and 

special rules Aere1Aa~ter states provided 1n this part: 

I 1 l The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 

to the left tAereef of the other vehicle at a safe distance and ~ may not again drive to the right side of 

the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 

12) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle 

shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle~ upon an audible signal or the use of signal 

lamps. as provided in 61-9-218. and~ may not increase the speed of Ai& the vehicle until completely 

passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giving way to the right on a two-lane highway, l=le the driver of tne 

vehicle being overtaken may travel upon the shoulder at a safe speed until passed 1f the shoulder 1s wide 

enough and is in a condition allowing safe travel." 

Section 2. Section 61-8-328, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-328. Driving on roadways lanad for traffic. Whenever &A¥ 2 roadway has been divided into 

two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic. the following rules, in addition to all ~ other consistent 

ABFer,•1tA rules, 5l=lell apply: 

( 1) A vehicle~ !!!.11..fil be driven as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and !H'l6il may 

not be moved from ~ the lane until the driver has first ascertained that tM,teR the movement can be made 
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with safety 

2 121 Uoon a roadway~ that Is d1v1ded into three lanesL a vehicle si=l-all may not be dr,ven ,r the 

3 center lane except~ 

4 @l when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway Is ciearly v1s1ble ana ~ the 

5 center lane Is clear of traffic within a safe d1stanc8,-ef" 

6 J..l2l in preparation tor a left turn" or 

7 ill wAeFe SiJSA when the center lane Is at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving ,n the 

8 direction that the vehicle is proceeding and is signposted to give notice of~ the allocation. 

9 131 Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a des1gnate,j lane or 

1 0 designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving In a particular direction regardless of the center of the 

1 1 roadway, afl4 ~ Drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every~ official sign that designates 

1 2 use of specific lanes. 

13 141 A person may turn a vehicle left across a lane marked with two yellow lines into a public or 

14 private parking lot or a roadway if the turn can be made safely and if the person does not hinder the flow 

15 of ONCOMING traffic." 

16 -END-
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