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(_ ~/ ;r/{1 rl' I It~--/ 
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 

5 ENLARGING A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES NEEDED ON A 

6 PETITION TO ENLARGE A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT FROM 51 PERCENT TO 20 PERCENT; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-203, 7-14-204, 7-14-207, 7-14-208, 7-14-209, 7-14-210, AND 7-14-241, 

8 MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 7-14-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "7-14-203. Petition to create or enlarge an urban transportation district. Proceedings for sreation 

14 ef creating or enlarging a transportation district may be initiated by a petition signed by not less than 20% 

15 of the registered electors who reside within the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing 

16 district." 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 7-14-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "7-14-204. Details relating to petition. The petition under 7-14-203 &l=taH must include a map 

20 showing the limits of the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing district and &l=taH must be 

21 in the form provided in Title 13, chapter 27." 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 7-14-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "7-14-207. Presentation of petition to board of county commissioners•· hearing required. 11) 

25 Pre11iaea !f the petition contains the signatures of 20% of the qualified electors of the proposed 

26 transportation district or the area proposed to be added to an existing district, the county clerk shall present 

27 the petition and His the county clerk's certificate to the commissioners at their first meeting held after !=le 

28 the county clerk has attached His the certificate to the petition. 

29 (2) Upon receipt of the petition from the county clerk, the +J:\e commissioners shall thereupon 

30 examine the petition and shall by resolution call for a public hearing on the creation of Slo-Gfl the district or 
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5 5th Legislature LC1175.01 

the enlargement of the district." 

2 

3 Section 4. Section 7-14-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

4 "7-14-208. Notice of hearing. (1) A notice of the public hearing required by 7-14-207 SRal+ must 

5 be published in a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed transportation district or 

6 addition to the district once each week for at least 2 weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks prior 

7 to the hearing. If there is t1e not a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed district or 

8 addition, the notice of public hearing SRal+ must be posted in at least three public places within the 

9 proposed district for 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 

1 0 (2) The notice SRal+ must state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and describe the 

11 boundaries of the proposed district or addition." 

12 

13 Section 5. Section 7-14-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-14-209. Hearing on petition. ( 1) At the time fixed for the public hearing required by 7-14-207, 

15 the commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of and in opposition to any petition aR4 for 

16 the creation of the district or addition to a district. 

17 (2) The l:leaFiA§S hearing may be adjourned from time to time for the determination of additional 

18 information or hearing petitioners or objectors, but He adjournment may not exceed 2 weeks after the date 

1 9 originally noticed and published for the hearing." 

20 

21 

22 

Section 6. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district or addition to a district. 

23 (1) The commissioners, upon completion of the public hearing required by 7-14-207, shall proceed by 

24 resolution to refer the creation of the district or addition to a district to the persons qualified to vote on the 

25 proposition. 

26 (2) The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election is to be held 

27 in conjunction with a regular or primary election. 0f' whether the matter is to be determined at the next 

28 general election, or whether the matter is to be determined by a mail ballot election held pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 13, chapter 19. If a special election is ordered, the order must ~pecify the date for the 

30 election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate election judges and 
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21 

clerks." 

Section 7. Section 7-14-241, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-241. Procedure to eAlarge Elistriet er be included in district or to remove an addition to a 

district. I 1) Tl=ie bounElaries of an•r trans13ortation Elistrist may be enlargeEI if § 1 % of tl=ie eiualifieEI eleetors 

of tl=ie area to be aEIEloEI to tl=io oHistin§ Elistriat sign a 13otition roeiuostin§ aEIElition to tl=ie Elistriot. 

Q+ill A real property owner may petition to have that owner's property included in a district. 

(31 Eael=i Tho addition of the real property owner's property must be approved by a majority vote 

of tho transportation board. 

f4+ill Tfle An area added to a district pursuant to subsootion I 1) this part may be removed if tho 

area does not directly receive transportation services from the district and 51 % of the qualified vqters in 

the area sign a petition requesting to be removed from the district. The removal of the area is effective 60 

days after submission of the petition to the transportation board unless within that time, it is determined 

that the petition contains insufficient signatures for removal of tho area. An insufficient petition must be 

returned to the petitioners, who may resubmit a corrected version within 90 days. 

™@ (a) All property within any addition to ff\e 2 district is subject to all existing indebtedness of 

the district. 

(b) Property within an area removed from ff\e 2 district is not subject to the district's existing 

indebtedness if the area was added to the district within 5 years of the date on which the petition for 

removal was submitted to the transportation board." 

I Legisl!'tive 
\~~ices 
\!!}vision 

-END-

- 3 -



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0322. as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A bill providing for an election on the question of enlarging a transportation district. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Passage of HE 322 will have no fiscal impact on the state. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
If the election provided by this bill in Section 6 were included in a 
general election, the fiscal impact of this bill would be minimal. 
election were used, as also provided in Section 6, an indeterminable 
local government is likely. 

regular, primary or 
If a "mail ballot'' 

fiscal impact on a 

Therefore, this bill may require local governments to spend additional sums for which no 
specific means of financing are provided. Section 1-2-114, MCA, provides that bills which 
have such an impact may not be introduced. 

LINDA MCCULLOCH, PRIM"'-RY SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0322, as introduced 

~~~~~ 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Revised Fiscal Note for HB0322. as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
A bill providing for an election on the question of enlarging a transportation district. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Passage of HB 322 will have no fiscal impact on the state. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
If the election provided by this bill in Section 6 were included in a regular, primary or 
general election, the fiscal impact of this bill would be minimal. If a "mail ballot" 
election were used, as also provided in Section 6, an indeterminable, but potentially small, 
fiscal impact on a local government is likely. 

~~ 2-3-17 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE LINDA MCCULLOCH, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Rev. Fiscal Note for HB0322. as introduced 
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APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

1 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY L!~:........,_ ... .,,,..'-"-~~!".__t:.~~~~Ul:LVJ.,,/..¥-U,JL__'::,EUKJ72-'..::::=--

(__;r_/ ~!If I/~/ 
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 

5 ENLARGING A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES NEEDED ON A 

6 PETITION TO ENLARGE A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT FROM 51 PERCENT TO 20 PERCENT; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-203, 7-14-204, 7-14-207, 7-14-208, 7-14-209, 7-14-210, AND 7-14-241, 

8 MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 7-14-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "7-14-203. Petition to create or enlarge an urban transportation district. Proceedings for oreation 

14 0f creating or enlarging a transportation district may be initiated by a petition signed by not less than 20% 

15 of the registered electors who reside within the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing 

16 district." 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 7-14-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "7-14-204. Details relating to petition. The petition under 7-14-203 ~ must include a map 

20 showing the limits of the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing district and ~ must be 

21 in the form provided in Title 13, chapter 27." 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 7-14-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "7-14-207. Presentation of petition to board of county commissioners -- hearing required. (11 

25 Previaea ]f the petition contains the signatures of 20% of the qualified electors of the proposed 

26 transportation district or the area proposed to be added to an existing district, the county clerk shall present 

27 the petition and l=li6 the county clerk's certificate to the commissioners at their first meeting held after l.e 

28 the county clerk has attached l=li6 the certificate to the petition. 

29 (2) Upon receipt of the petition from the county clerk, the +Re commissioners shall tRere1cJ13en 

30 examine the petition and shall by resolution call for a public hearing on the creation of Sttefl the district or 

\
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55th Legislature LCl 175.01 

the enlargement of the district." 

2 

3 Section 4. Section 7-14-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

4 "7-14-208. Notice of hearing. ( 1) A notice of the public hearing required by 7-14-207 ~ must 

5 be published in a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed transportation district or 

6 addition to the district once each week for at least 2 weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks prior 

7 to the hearing. If there is He not a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed district or 

8 addition, the notice of public hearing SR&II must be posted in at least three public places within the 

9 proposed district for 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 

1 O (2) The notice SR&II must state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and describe the 

11 boundaries of the proposed district or addition." 

12 

13 Section 5. Section 7-14-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-14-209. Hearing on petition. ( 1) At the time fixed for the public hearing required by 7-14-207, 

15 the commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of and in opposition to any petition aA.l for 

16 the creation of the district or addition to a district. 

17 (2) The AOeFiA!!IG hearing may be adjourned from time to time for the determination of additional 

18 information or hearing petitioners or objectors, but He adjournment may not exceed 2 weeks after the date 

19 originally noticed and published for the hearing." 

20 

21 Section 6. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district or addition to a district. 

23 ( 1) The commissioners, upon completion of the public hearing required by 7-14-207, shall proceed by 

24 resolution to refer the creation of the district or addition to a district to the persons qualified to vote on the 

25 proposition. 

26 (2) The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election is to be held 

27 in conjunction with a regular or primary electionL 61' whether the matter is to be determinecj at the next 

28 general election, or whether the matter is to be determined by a mail ballot election held pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 13, chapter 19. If a special election is ordered, the order must specify the date for the 

30 election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate election judges and 
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clerks." 

2 

3 Section 7. Section 7-14-241, MCA, is amended to read: 

4 "7-14-241. Procedure to eAlaFge EliatFiet er be included in district or to remove an addition to a 

5 district. 11) The seundaries ef anv transpertatien elistriot FR a'; se enlarges if e 1 % ef the ElUalified eleeters 

6 ef tho area to ee addeel te tho ei1istin!J distriot si!jn a petition FOEluesting adelitien te the district. 

7 f.;H.ill A real property owner may petition to have that owner's property included in a district. 

8 Id) ~aoh The addition of the real property owner's property must be approved by a majority vote 

9 of the transportation board. 

1 0 +4+ill TR& An area added to a district pursuant to sueseetion 11) this part may be removed if the 

11 area does not directly receive transportation services from the district and 51 % of the qualified voters in 

1 2 the area sign a petition requesting to be removed from the district. The removal of the area is effective 60 

13 days after submission of the petition to the transportation board unless within that time, it is determined 

14 that the petition contains insufficient signatures for removal of the area. An insufficient petition must be 

15 returned to the petitioners, who may resubmit a corrected version within 90 days. 

16 t&J.Ql (a) All property within any addition to~~ district is subject to all existing indebtedness of 

17 the district. 

18 (b) Property within an area removed from ti=le ~ district is not subject to the district's existing 

19 indebtedness if the area was added to the district within 5 years of the date on which the petition for 

20 removal was submitted to the transportation board." 

21 -END-
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2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY _u~~,-..---~~~~~2 ~'.:__I..L.~~'j'___/t_~L_.::,~u:_4:/t.:::.=:_·:_' _ 

L!,4:1 c! (2/ f ! I~/ 
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 

5 ENLARGING A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES NEEDED ON A 

6 PETITION TO ENLARGE A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT FROM 51 PERCENT TO 20 PERCENT; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-203, 7-14-204, 7-14-207, 7-14-208, 7-14-209, 7-14-210, AND 7-14-241, 

8 MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST A TE OF MONT ANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 7-14-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "7-14-203. Petition to create or enlarge an urban transportation district. Proceedings for eroatieA 

14 1H creating or enlarging a transportation district may be initiated by a petition signed by not less than 20 % 

15 of the registered electors who reside within the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing 

16 district." 

Section 2. Section 7-14-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 

18 

19 "7-14-204. Details relating to petition. The petition under 7-14-203 ~ must include a map 

20 showing the limits of the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing district and ~ must be 

21 in the form provided in Title 13, chapter 27. • 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 7-14-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "7-14-207. Presentation of petition to board of county commissioners -- hearing required. 11) 

25 ?revided !! the petition contains the signatures of 20% of the qualified electors of the proposed 

26 transportation district or the area proposed to be added to an existing district, the county clerk shall present 

27 the petition and Ai& the county clerk's certificate to the commissioners at their first meeting held after Re 

28 the county clerk has attached Rie the certificate to the petition. 

29 (2) Upon receipt of the petition from the county clerk, the +fie commissioners shall tl:loret1poA 

30 examine the petition and shall by resolution call for a public hearing on the creation of~ the district Q.!: 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

the enlargement of the district." 

Section 4. Section 7-14-208, MCA, is amended to read:-

"7-14-208. Notice of hearing. ( 1 I A notice of the public hearing required by 7-14-207 9Rel! must 

be published in a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed transportation district or 

addition to the district once each week for at least 2 weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks prior 

to the hearing. If there is fl9 not a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed district Qi 

addition, the notice of public hearing ~ must be posted in at least three public places within the 

proposed district for 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 

(2) The notice~ must state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and describe the 

boundaries of the proposed district or addition." 

13 Section 5. Section 7-14-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-14-209. Hearing on petition. (1) At the time fixed for the public hearing required by 7-14-207, 

15 the commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of and in opposition to any petition afl6 for 

16 the creation of the district or addition to a district. 

17 (2) The AeariRga hearing may be adjourned from time to time for the determination of additional 

18 information or hearing petitioners or objectors, but fl9 adjournment may !!21 exceed 2 weeks after the date 

19 originally noticed and published for the hearing.• 

20 

21 Section 6. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district or addition to a district. 

23 ( 1 l The commissioners, upon completion of the public hearing required by 7-14-207, shall proceed by 

24 resolution to refer the creation of the district or addition to a district to the persons qualified to vote on the 

25 proposition. 

26 (2) The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election is to be held 

27 in conjunction with a regular or primary election. &I' whether the matter is to be determined at the next 

28 general election, or whether the matter is to be determined by a mail ballot election held pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 13. chapter 19. If a special election is ordered, the order must specify the date for the 

30 election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate election judges and 

- 2 -
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clerks." 

Section 7. Section 7-14-241, MCA·, is amended to read: 

2 

3 

4 "7-14-241. Procedure to eAlarge sistriet er ba included in district or to remove an addition to a 

5 district. I 11 Ti=1e BB<lABaFies ef any trans13artatien aistrist ~a•( Be enlar!jeS if e 1 q~ ef ti=1e qcJalifieel el esters 

6 ef ti=1e area te BB aaaea ta ti=1a e11istin@ aistriet si@n a 13etitien reqcJestin@ aaaitien te tl:-ie etistriet. 

7 Will A real property owner may petition to have that owner's property included in a district. 

8 13) Eael:-1 The addition of the real property owner's property must be approved by a majority vote 

9 of the transportation board. 

1 0 14+ill +l=!e An area added to a district pursuant to scJeseetian 11) this part may be removed if the 

11 area does not directly receive transportation services from the district and 51 % of the qualified voters in 

12 the area sign a petition requesting to be removed from the district. The removal of the area is eHective 60 

13 days after submission of the petition to the transportation board unless within that time, it is determined 

14 that the petition contains insufficient signatures for removal of the area. An insufficient petition must be 

15 returned to the petitioners, who may resubmit a corrected version within 90 days. 

16 ~ill (a) All property within any addition to~! district is subject to all existing indebtedness of 

1 7 the district. 

18 lbl Property within an area removed from ~ ! district is not subject to the district's existing 

19 indebtedness if the area was added to the district within 5 years of the date on which the petition for 

20 removal was submitted to the transportation board." 

21 -END-
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2 

3 
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APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVER.."1-lENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 

5 ENLARGING A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES NEEDED ON A 

6 PETITION TO ENLARGE A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT FROM 51 PERCENT TO 20 PERCENT; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-203, 7-14-204, 7-14-207, 7-14-208, 7-14-209, 7-14-210, AND 7-14-241, 

8 MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 7-14-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "7-14-203. Petition to create or enlarge an urban transportation district. Proceedings for eFeafieA 

14 &# creating or enlarging a transportation district may be initiated by a petition signed by not less than 20% 

15 of the registered electors who reside within the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing 

16 district.• 

17 

18 Section 2. Section 7-14-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "7-14-204. Details reletlng to petition. The petition under 7-14-203 IHl8II must include a map 

20 showing the limits of tli':1 proposed district or the area to be added to an existing district and ~ I!J.Y.ll be 

21 in the form provided in Title 13, chapter 27. • 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 7-14-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "7-14-207. Presentation of petition to board of county commissioners -- hearing required. I 1) 

25 i:i,e .. iEleEI !! the petition contains the signatures of 20% of the qualified electors of the proposed 

26 transportation district or the area proposed to be added to an existing district, the county clerk shall present 

27 the petition and Aie the county clerk's certificate to the commissioners at their first meeting held after l:le 

28 the county clerk has attached Aie !l:l§ certificate to the petition. 

29 (2) Upon receipt of the petition from the county clerk. the ~ commissioners shall ~hereYJ!OA 

30 examine the petition and shall by resolution call for a public hearing on the creation of &1H1R the district or 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

the enlargement of the district." 

Section 4. Section 7-14-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-208. Notice of hearing. ( 1 I A notice of the public hearing required by 7-14-207 ~ must 

be published in a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed transportation d1str1ct QJ: 

addition to the district once each week for at least 2 weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks prior 

to the hearing. If there is - not a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed district or 

addition, the notice of public hearing 5MII must be posted in at least three public places within the 

proposed district for 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 

I 2) The notice 5MII must state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and describe the 

boundaries of the proposed district or addition.". 

13 Section 5. Section 7-14-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 4 "7-14-209. Hearing on petition. 11) At the time fixed for the public hearing required by 7-14-20 7, 

1 5 the commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of and in opposition to any petition af\4 for 

1 6 the creation of the district or addition to a district. 

1 7 i 2) The ~ea,iR!le hearing may be adjourned from time to time for the determination of additional 

1 8 information or hearing petitioners or objectors, but - adjournment may n2! exceed 2 weeks after the date 

i 9 originally noticed and published for the hearing.• 

20 

21 Section 6. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district or addition to a district. 

23 (11 The commissioners, upon completion of the public hearing required by 7-14-207, shall proceed by 

24 resolution to refer the creation of the district or addition to a district to the persons qualified to vote on tne 

25 proposition. 

26 121 The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election is to be held 

27 in conjunction with a regular or primary election. * whether the matter is to be determined at the next 

28 general election, or whether the matter is to be determined by a mail ballot election held pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 13, chapter 19. If a special election is ordered, the order must specify the date for the 

30 election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate election judges and 

• 2 • 
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clerks." 

2 

3 Section 7. Section 7-14-241, MCA, is amended to read: 

LC1175.O1 

4 "7 • 14-241. Procedure to eAla,ge aiel,iel er be included in district or to remove an addition to a 

5 district. 111 The ee~Aaaries ef aAy traAsi:ierlatieA aistriet R1a·; ee eAlaqiea if e 1 ~~ ef the ei~alifiea elesters 

6 ef the area te ee aaaea te the euistiRg aistriet 0i!IA a i:ietitien req~esting aaeitien ta the aistrist. 

7 +-2-l-W A real property owner may petition to have that owner's property included in a district. 

8 i.i1 Eaeh The addition of the real property owner's property must be approved by a majority vote 

9 of the transportation board. 

1 O ~Jll. :+M An area added to a district pursuant to eulleeetien I H this part may be removed if the 

1 1 area does not directly receive transportation services from the district and 51 % of the qualified voters 1n 

1 2 the area sign a petition requesting to be removed from the district. The removal of the area is effective 60 

1 3 days after submission of the petition to the transportation board unless within that time, it is determined 

14 that the petition contains insufficient signatures for removal of the area. An insufficient petition must be 

15 returned to the petitioners, who may resubmit a corrected version within 90 days. 

16 f&}Ql (al All property within any addition to~! district is subject to all existing indebtedness of 

17 the district. 

18 lbl Property within an area removed from ~ ! district is not subject to the district's existing 

19 indebtedness if the area was added to the district within 5 years of the date on which the petition for 

20 removal was submitted to the transportation board.• 

21 -ENO• 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 322 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY MCCULLOCH, VANVALKENBURG, DENNY, HALLIGAN, COCCHIARELLA 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 

5 ENLARGING A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES NEEDED ON A 

6 PETITION TO ENLARGE A TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT FROM 51 PERCENT TO 20 PERCENT; AND 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-203, 7-14-204, 7-14-207, 7-14-208, 7-14-209, 7-14-210, AND 7-14-241, 

8 MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 7-14-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "7-14-203. Petition to create or enlarge an urban transportation district. Proceedings for sroatioR 

14 e-f creating or enlarging a transportation district may be initiated by a petition signed by not less than 20% 

15 of the registered electors who reside within the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing 

16 district." 

Section 2. Section 7-14-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 

18 

19 "7-14-204. Details relating to petition. The petition under 7-14-203 &Hatt must include a map 

20 showing the limits of the proposed district or the area to be added to an existing district and &Hatt must be 

21 in the form provided in Title 13, chapter 27." 

Section 3. Section 7-14-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 

23 

24 "7-14-207. Presentation of petition to board of county commissioners -- hearing required. 11) 

25 i;!roviEloEl l! the petition contains the signatures of 20% of the qualified electors of the proposed 

26 transportation district or the area proposed to be added to an existing district, the county clerk shall present 

27 the petition and i=liG the county clerk's certificate to the commissioners at their first meeting held after J:m 

28 the county clerk has attached i=liG the certificate to the petition. 

29 (2) Upon receipt of the petition from the county clerk, the +l=\e commissioners shall thoro1,13on 

30 examine the petition and shall by resolution call for a public hearing on the creation of~ the district or 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

the enlargement of the district." 

Section 4. Section 7-14-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-208. Notice of hearing. (1) A notice of the public hearing required by 7-14-207 ~ must 

be published in a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed transportation district or 

addition to the district once each week for at least 2 weeks, the last publication to be at least 2 weeks prior 

to the hearing. If there is Re not a newspaper having general circulation within the proposed district or 

addition, the notice of public hearing ~ must be posted in at least three public places within the 

proposed district for 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 

(2) The notice &RaU must state the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing and describe the 

boundaries of the proposed district or addition." 

13 Section 5. Section 7-14-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-14-209. Hearing on petition. (1) At the time fixed for the public hearing required by 7-14-207, 

15 the commissioners shall hear all testimony offered in support of and in opposition to any petition afltl for 

16 the creation of the district or addition to a district. 

1 7 (2) The l=leaFiR!!S hearing may be adjourned from time to time for the determination of additional 

18 information or hearing petitioners or objectors, but Re adjournment may not exceed 2 weeks after the date 

19 originally noticed and published for the hearing." 

20 

21 Section 6. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district or addition to a district. 

23 ( 11 The commissioners, upon completion of the public hearing required by 7-14-207, shall proceed by 

24 resolution to refer the creation of the district or addition to a district to the persons qualified to vote on the 

25 proposition. 

26 (2) The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election is to be held 

27 in conjunction with a regular or primary electionL ~ whether the matter is to be determined at the next 

28 general election, or whether the matter is to be determined by a mail ballot election held pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 13, chapter 19. If a special election is ordered, the order must specify the date for the 

30 election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate election judges and 
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clerks." 

Section 7. Section 7-14-241, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 

3 

4 "7-14-241. Procedure to 9Rlafge Elistfist Of be included in district or to remove an addition to a 

5 district. ( 1) The Boundaries of any transportation distriot ma.,, BO enlarged if e 1 % 0f the qualified electors 

6 of tho area to BO aadod to the oi1isting distriot sign a petition roq.iosting adaiti0n t0 tho district. 

7 mill A real property owner may petition to have that owner's property included in a district. 

8 (31 !!ash The addition of the real property owner's property must be approved by a maJority vote 

9 of the transportation board. 

1 O t4till ~ An area added to a district pursuant to SYBsostion ( 1 I this part may be removed if the 

11 area does not directly receive transportation services from the district and 51 % of the qualified voters in 

12 the area sign a petition requesting to be removed from the district. The removal of the area is effective 60 

13 days after submission of the petition to the transportation board unless within that time, it is determined 

14 that the petition contains insufficient signatures for removal of the area. An insufficient petition must be 

15 returned to the petitioners, who may resubmit a corrected version within 90 days. 

16 ™@ (al All property within any addition to tf\e 2 district is subject to all existing indebtedness of 

1 7 the district. 

18 (bl Property within an area removed from tf\e 2 district is not subject to the district's existing 

19 indebtedness if the area was added to the district within 5 years of the date on which the petition for 

20 removal was submitted to the transportation board." 

21 -END-
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