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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT MAKING IT ILLEGAL FOR A PERSON OR BUSINESS ENTITY 

5 OUTSIDE MONTANA ENGAGED IN THE MANUFACTURE, SALE, DISTRIBUTION, OR OTHER COMMERCIAL 

6 TRADING OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO SHIP OR CAUSE TO BE SHIPPED ANY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

7 TO A PERSON IN MONTANA WHO IS NOT LICENSED AS A WHOLESALER OR RETAILER; PROHIBITING 

8 THE PURCHASE, TRANSPORT, OR DELIVERY OF ANY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE ORIGINATING OUTSIDE 

9 MONTANA EXCEPT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 16-6-301, MCA." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 16-6-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "16-6-301. Transfer, sale, and possession of alcoholic beverages -- when unlawful. ( 1) For the 

15 purposes of this section. "person" has the same meaning as provided in 16-3-415. 

16 ill Except as provided by this code, Ae 13eFseA shall, withiA the state, e•; hiA1self, his eleFlc, seFvaAt, 

17 eF ageAt, e1113ese eF lcee13 feF sale er, eireetly eF iAeireetly eF 1,1130A aAy 13reteAse er 1,1130A aAy eeviee, sell er 

18 eHer te sell er, iA eeAsieeratieA ef the 131,1Fehaee er traAsfer ef aAy 13re13eF1'( or for BAY ether ooAsieeratieA 

19 SF at the tiA1e ef the tFaAsfor of aAy 13ro13erty, a person may not sell or in exchange for any consideration 

20 give to any other person any alcoholic beverage. 

21 +;!+Ql ~le 130rs0A shall Except as provided in this subsection. a person may not ha~·e er 110013 

22 possess any alcoholic beverage~ that has not been purchased within the state of Montana. NethiAg 

23 iA this eeee shall 13rohieit aAy 13erseA eAteriAg this state freA1 aAy ether state er frem aAy fereigA ee1,1Atry 

24 freA1 haviAg iA his 13essessieA Aet te 011eeee a ,•;iAe galleAs ef aleehelie ee..,erage whieh ee ... erage shall have 

25 eeeA fH:ffehasee iA aAether state er fereigA ee1:1Atry, 01:1t AB 130rseA elaiA1iAg to ha..,e se eAteree the state 

26 shall at aA•; tiA1e have iA his 13essessieA A1ore thaA a wiAe galleAs ef aleehelie ee..,erage whieh shall Aet 

27 ha~·e seeA 131,1rohasee withiA the state ef MeAtaAa. A person who enters Montana from another state or a 

28 foreign country may possess a maximum of 3 wine gallons of alcoholic beverage purchased outside 

29 Montana. This subsection may not be construed to allow the direct shipment of any alcoholic beverage to 

30 a person who has not obtained a license to sell an alcoholic beverage under the provisions of Title 16, 
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chapter 4. This subsection SRal+ does not apply to the department or to the l(oopin!l or ha•,ina possession 

of alcoholic beverages by brewers, distillers, and other persons duly licensed by the United States for the 

manufacture of~ alcoholic beverages or to the lrnoj'lin§ or ha~·in!l lawful possession of any proprietary 

or patent medicines or of any extracts, essences, tinctures, or preparations • ...,hoFO s1:1oh ha•tin§ ans kot1j'lin§ 

is a1:1thorizea by this eoae. 

~Hl. ~Jethin§ eentainea in this seotien shall apply This section does not apply to the possession 

by a sheriff or rue 2 bailiff of alcoholic beverages seized under execution or other judicial or extrajudicial 

process or to sales under executions or other judicial or extrajudicial process to the department or a 

licensee. 

+4tifil Except as otherwise provided in this code, no person shall, within tho state, l:ly hiFAself, his 

elorl\, servant, er a§ent a person may not: 

la) attempt to purchase any alcoholic beverage; 

lb) directly or indirectly or upon any pretense or device, purchase any alcoholic beverage; or 

(c) in consideration of the sale or transfer of any property or for any other consideration or at the 

time of the transfer of any property, take or accept from any other person any alcoholic beverage. 

(6) It is unlawful for any person engaged in the manufacture. sale, distribution. or any other type 

of commercial trading of alcoholic beverages in another state or foreign country to ship or cause to be 

shipped any alcoholic beverage directly to any person unless that person is licensed as a wholesaler or 

retailer under the provisions of this code. This subsection does not prohibit the shipment of alcoholic 

beverages by a licensed wholesaler to a licensed retailer or a licensed wholesaler of alcoholic beverages. 

(7) It is unlawful for a person other than a wholesaler licensed under the provisions of this code to 

attempt to purchase. purchase. or accept by postal service. private courier service, or any other commercial 

means of delivery any alcoholic beverage from another person unless that person is licensed to sell alcoholic 

beverages under the provisions of Title 16, chapter 4. This subsection does not prohibit a licensed retailer 

from purchasing. attempting to purchase. or accepting delivery of any alcoholic beverage from a licensed 

wholesaler in Montana. 

(8) It is unlawful for a person to transport or deliver in exchange for any consideration any alcoholic 

beverage that has not been purchased in Montana to another person who is not a licensed wholesaler or 

retailer." 
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are 

2 severable from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is invalid in one or more of its 

3 applications, the part remains in effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid 

4 applications. 

5 -END-
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