
55th Legislature LC0727.01 

2 INTRODUCED BY ______ ____.'--J.::.~~:ci:&~~---/--J-!.-.!,~~_:::~t4-~LJ4J 
3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THA CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT' AY 

5 ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY 

6 DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTING THE JURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR 

7 PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury aHer settleRieAt reaelleEI. ill In af1V 2 civil action before a 

13 court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment 

14 of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance, and then fail or refuse to inform the 

15 court or clerk of court of~ the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court 

16 may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and 

17 mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 and~ other costs as that may have been incurred by 

18 the court, against any party. 

19 (2) In civil actions, the court may assess against the party requesting a jury the reasonable public 

20 expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 

21 and other costs that may have been incurred by the court, if the court or the jury determines that the 

22 party's case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. 

23 ill Costs collected under this section Sflall must be deposited in the county general fund unless 

24 the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited 

25 in 5-tl€fl the district court fund." 

26 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0251, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act providing that in civil actions, the court may assess the reasonable public 
expenses of impaneling the jury if the court or the jury determines the case of the party 
requesting the Jury to be frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The District Court Criminal Reimbursement Program provides reimbursement for certain 

District Court criminal expenses, not civil actions. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no fiscal impact to the state. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
There could be costs to the county in association with the collection of the assessment. 

/-( 7--'l 7 
DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

.~ ~ 
DON HOLLAND, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

Fiscal Note for HB0251. as introduced 



55th Legislature 

HOUSE BILL NO. 251 

HB0251.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY 

5 ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY 

6 DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTl~JG Tl-IE JIJRY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR 

7 PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after settlement reaehed. ill In aw; 2 civil action before a 

13 court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment 

14 of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance, and then fail or refuse to inform the 

15 court or clerk of court of ~ the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court 

16 may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and 

17 mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 and sc1eA et A er oests as lli.fil R'la•,' have l3een inoc1rreEI l3y 

18 the eemt, against any party. 

19 (2) In civil actions, the court may assess against #ta A party reac1estina a jc1ry the reasonable public 

20 expenses of impaneling #ta A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 

21 and etAer easts that n:ia~· have l3een inec1rred b•t tAe ooc1rt, if the court or the jury determines that the 

22 party's case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY 

23 REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION. 

24 @_)_ Costs collected under this section Sf\all must be deposited in the county general fund unless 

25 the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited 

26 in ~ the district court fund." 

27 -END-

1 Legislative 
"1Services 
" Division 

'--• 

- 1 - HB 251 
SECOND READING 



55th Legislature 

1 

2 
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HB0251 .02 

HOUSE BILL NO. 251 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY 

5 ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY 

6 DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY RSQUSSTING Tl-IS JURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR 

7 PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after eettleffleflt reaellell. ill In E!fl'f §. civil action before a 

13 court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment 

14 of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance, and then fail or refuse to inform the 

15 court or clerk of court of ~ the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court 

16 may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and 

17 mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 BAB sueh ether ees!s as !hat A'la~• have beeA ineuFreel b~• 

18 !he eeur!, against any party. 

19 (2) In civil actions, the court may assess against~ A party regues!ing a jury the reasonable public 

20 expenses of impaneling~ A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 

21 aAEI e!her ees!s that A'lB'I have seen iAeurreel by !he oourt, if the court or the jury determines that the 

22 party's case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY 

23 REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION. 

24 Ql Costs collected under this section smtH must be deposited in the county general fund unless 

25 the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited 

26 in~ the district court fund." 

27 -END-
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55th Legislature 

HOUSE BILL NO. 251 

HB0251.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY 

5 ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY 

6 DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY R!;Ql.l!;STIM(; Tl-I!; JUR¥ TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR 

7 PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 2 "3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury atfar ae~lell'lenl raaelteEI. ill In ew,- .!l. civil action before a 

13 court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment 

14 of the Jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance-, and then fail or refuse to inform the 

15 court or clerk of court of &4:leR the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court 

16 may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and 

17 mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 ana eueh eH1er easts as 0:iat rnav ha.,.o boon inourroa b~• 

18 t~o oourt, against any party. 

19 (2) In civil actions. the court may assess against tfle A party raguestine a jury the reasonable public 

20 expenses of impaneling tRe A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 

21 ana ether easts that ma't' haYe been inourrea by the eeurt, if the court or the jury determines that the 

22 party's case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY 

23 REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION. 

24 ru Costs collected under this section sftei! !lll!fil be deposited in the county general fund unless 

25 the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited 

26 in 61,fM the district court fund." 

27 -END-
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55th Legislature HB0251.03 

HOUSE BILL NO. 251 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY 

5 ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY 

6 DETERMINES THE CASE OF +M-E 8 PARTY RISQLJESTING THIS JURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT 

7 MAINTAINED FOR PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after settlemeRt reael:led. ill In aHlf § civil action before a 

13 court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment 

14 of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance, and then fail or refuse to inform the 

15 court or clerk of court of 6l¾GR the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court 

16 may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and 

17 mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 ar:iel s1c1sl:i 0ther sost!, as !hfil A'lay l:ia\10 eeer:i ir:is1c1rreEJ b)• 

18 tl:ie se1c1rt, against any party. 

19 (2) In civil actions, the court may assess against tl=le A party roa1c10stir:ig a j1c1ry the reasonable public 

20 expenses of impaneling tl=le A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 

21 anel etl:ier s0sts that FF\8\1 l:ia¥e seen inmmeel ey tl:!0 s01c1rt, if the court ON AN ISSUE OF LAW or the iury 

22 ON AN ISSUE OF FACT determines that the party's case is frivolous or erniJght MAINTAINED for purposes 

23 of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 

24 SUBSECTION. 

25 Ql Costs collected under this section 61:!aU must be deposited in the county general fund unless 

26 the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited 

27 in 6l¾GR the district court fund." 

28 -END-
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