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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDINGYTHAT §{ CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT |

ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY

/

AY

DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTING THE JURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR
PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after-settlementreaohed. {1) In amy a civil action before a
court of record. in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment
of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance; and then fail or refuse to inform the
court or clerk of court of sueh the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court
may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and
mileége expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 and sueh other costs as that may have been incurred by
the court, against any party.

(2) In civil actions, the court may assess against the party requesting a jury the reasonable public

expenses of impaneling the jury, inciuding jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201

and_other costs that may have been incurred by the court, if the court or the jury determines that the

party’s case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment.

{31 Costs collected under this section shall must be deposited in the county general fund unless
the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited

in steh the district court fund.”

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for HBQ251, as introduced

DESCRTIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATICON:

An act providing that in civil actions, the court may assess the reasonable public
expenses of impaneling the jury if the court or the jury determines the case of the party
requesting the jury to be frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment.

ASSUMPTIQONS:

1. The District Court Criminal Reimbursement Program provides reimbursement for certain
District Court criminal expenses, not civil actions.

FISCAT,_TIMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact to the state.

EFFECT ON_COUNTY OR QTHER LOC REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:
There could be costs to the county in assoclation with the collection of the assessment.

@dux_iu»t /[47-27 Ch,, el ) [fy5-57

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE DON HOLLAND, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for _HEBQ2S51, as introduced
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HOUSE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY
ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY
DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTHNG FHEJURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR
PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT,; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after-settlementreashed. (1) In ary a civil action before a
court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment
of the jury and either settle the action aor stipulate to a continuance; and then fail or refuse to inform the
court or clerk of court of sueh the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court
may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and
mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 and-sosh-ethereestsasthat-may-have-beerincurrod-by
the-eourt, against any party.

{2) In civil actions, the court may assess against the A party reguesting-atury the reasonable public

expenses of impaneling ke A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201

aRd-other—eosto-that-may—have-been—tneurred-by the—eeurt, if the court or the jury determines that the
party’s case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY

REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION.
{3) Costs collected under this section shal must be deposited in the county general fund unless

the county has a district court fund. !f the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited

in sueh the district court fund.”

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CWVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY
ASSESS THE REASCNABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY
DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTHNG-FHE-JIRY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR
PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury after-settlement-reached. (1) In apy a civil action before a
court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment
of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance; and then fail or refuse to inform the
court or clerk of court of sueh the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court
may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneiing the fury, including jury fees and

mileage expensés paid or owing under 3-15-201 ar

the-seuft, against any party.

{2) In civil actions, the court may assess against the A party reguesting-a4ury the reasonable public

expenses of impaneling the A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses pajd or owing under 3-15-201

_if the court or the jury determines that the

party’s case_is frivolous or brought for purposes of haragsment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY

REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION.

{3) Costs collected under this section shaH must be deposited in the county general fund unless
the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited

in saeh the district court fund.”

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 251
INTRCDUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY
ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE COURT OR THE JURY
DETERMINES THE CASE OF THE PARTY REQUESTHNG-FHEJURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT FOR
PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA.:

Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury aftarsettiementreashed. (1) In any 2 civil action before a
court qf record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impaneiment
of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a8 continuances ang then fail or refuse to inform the
court or clerk of court of sweh the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court

may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and

mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 an

the-eeutt, against any party.

2) In civil actions, the court may assess against A part ; i the reasanable public

expenses of impaneling the A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201

. if the court or the jury determines that the

_party’s case is frivolous or brought for purposes of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY

REGARDING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBSECTION.
{3} Costs collected under this section shall must be deposited in the county general fund uniess
the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited

in ewek the district court fund.”
-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY HOLLAND, MOLNAR, AHNER, BEAUDRY, WELLS, JORE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT IN CIVIL ACTIONS, THE COURT MAY
ASSESS THE REASONABLE PUBLIC EXPENSES OF IMPANELING THE JURY IF THE CQURT OR THE JURY
DETERMINES THE CASE OF FHE A PARTY REQUESHNG-THEJURY TO BE FRIVOLOUS OR BROUGHT
MAINTAINED FOR PURPOSES OF HARASSMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 3-15-205, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 3-15-205, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"3-15-205. Costs of impaneling jury aftersettlomentreached. (1) In any a civil action before a
court of record in which the parties substantially agree to a settlement of the issues prior to impanelment
of the jury and either settle the action or stipulate to a continuance; and then fail or refuse to inform the
court or clerk of court of sush the settlement or request a continuance and a jury is impaneled, the court
may, upon hearing, assess the reasonable public expenses of impaneling the jury, including jury fees and

mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201 4

tho-caurt, against any party.

{2) In civil actions, the court may assess against the A party requesting-a{ury the reasonable public

axpenses of impaneling the A jury, including jury fees and mileage expenses paid or owing under 3-15-201

g—court, if the court ON AN ISSUE OF LAW or the jury

ON AN ISSUE OF FACT determines that the party’'s case. is frivolous or breught MAINTAINED for purposes

of harassment. THE COURT SHALL INSTRUCT THE JURY REGARDING THE PROVISIONS QOF THIS

SUBSECTION.
{31 Costs collected under this section shall must be deposited in the county general fund unless
the county has a district court fund. If the county has a district court fund, the costs must be deposited

in sueh the district court fund.”

-END-
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