55th Legislature LC0635.01

i House BlLLno. 227
INTRODUCED BY  Alkée Zb&/

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIAL PACKAGES MAY BE
DESTROYED AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN OPENED; CLARIFYING THAT ELECTICN MATERIALS MUST BE

13-1-303, MCA."

2
3
4
5
6  DISPOSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR’S PLAN; AND AMENDING SECTION
7
8
9 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

0

1" Section 1. Section 13-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

12 "13-1-303. Disposition of ballots and other election materials. (1) The voted bailots, detached
13 stubs, unvoted ballots, and unused ballots from an election skalt must be kept in the unopened packages
14 received from the election judges for a pericd of 12 manths. Sueh The packages may be opened only when
15 an order faor opening is given by the proper official for a recount procedure. After 12 moenths, if there is no
16 contest begun, recount pending, or appeal of a decision relating to a contest or recount, an election
17 administrator may destroy the ballots witheut-epenirg-tho-paciages.

18. (2) The secretary of state, in consuitation with the state records committee, shall prepare a
19  suggested plan for retention and destruction of all other election records. Each election administrator shall
20  prepare a plan for retention and destruction ot election records in the county and shall submit it to the
21 secretary of state for approval. After approval of suah a plan, records may be destreyed disposed of as
22 provided in the plan.”

23 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 227
INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT ELECVTION MATERIAL PACKAGES MAY BE
BESTROYED DISPOSED OF AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN OPENED; CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIALS
MUST BE DISPOSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR'S PLAN; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-1-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-1-303. Disposition of ballots and other election materials. {1) The voted ballots, detached

stubs, unvoted ballots, and unused ballots from an election skalt must be kept in the unopened packages

received from the election judges for a period of 12 months. Sueh The packages may be opened only when
an order for opening is given by the proper official for a recount procedure. After 12 months, if there is no
contest begun, recount pending, or appeal of a decision relating t0 a contest or recount, an election

administrator may destrey DISPOSE QF the ballots witheut-opening-the-paekages ACCORDING TO A PLAN
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

{2) The secretary of state, in consuitation with the state records committee, shall prepare a
suggested plan for retention and destruction of all other election records. Each election administrator shall
prepare a plan for retention and destruction of election records in the county and shall submit it to the
secretary of state for approval. After approval of sueh a plan, records may be destreyed disgdsed of as
provided in the plan.,”

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 227
INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT ELEC.TION MATERIAL PACKAGES MAY BE
PESTROY¥ED DISPOSED OF AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN OPENED; CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIALS
MUST BE DISPOSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR'S PLAN; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-1-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

_ Section 1. Section 13-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-1-303. Disposition of ballots and other election: materials. (1) The voted ballots, detached
stubs, unvoted ballots, and unused ballots from an election shaH must be kept in the unopened packages
received from the election judges for a period of 12 months. Suek The packages may be opened only when
an order for opening is given by the proper official for a recount procedure. After 12 months, if there is no
contest begun, recount pending, or appeal of a decision relating t0 a contest or recount, an election
administrator may destrey DISPOSE OF the ballots withewt-epening-the-packages ACCORDING TQ A PLAN
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

{2) The secretary of state, in consuitation with the state records committea, shall prepare a
suggested ptan for retention and destruction of all other election records. Each election administrator shall
prepare a plan for retention and destruction of election records in the county and shall submit it to the
secretary of state for approval. After approvai of suek a plan, records may be destreyed disposed of as
provided in the plan.”

-END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 227
INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIAL PACKAGES MAY BE
CESTROY¥ED DISPOSED OF AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN OPENED; CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIALS
MUST BE DISPCSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR'S PLAN; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-1-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

~Section 1. Section 13-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-1-303. Disposition of ballots and other slection materials. (1) The voted ballots; detached
stubs, unvoted ballots, and unused ballots from an election ehet must be kept in the unopened packages
received from the election judges for a period of 12 rnonths.'-Sueh The packages may be opened onl_y when
an order for opening is given by the proper official for a Eecount procedure. After 12 months, if there is no
contest begun, recount pending, or appeal of a decision relating to a contest or recount, an election
administrator may destrey DISPOSE OF the ballots witheut-openring-tho-packages ACCORDING TO A PLAN
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

{2} The secretary of state, in consultation with the state records committee, shall prepare a

suggested plan for retention and destruction of all other slection records. Each election administrator shall
prepare a plan for retention and destruction of slection records in the county and shall submit it to the
secrotary of state for approval. After approval of sueh a plan, racords may be destreyed disposed of as
provided in the pian.”

-END-
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HQUSE BILL NO. 227
INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT ELECTION MATERIAL PACKAGES MAY BE
DESTROYED DISPOSED OF AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN OPENED; CLARIFYING THATELECTION MATERIALS
MUST BE DISPOSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR'S PLAN; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-1-303, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-1-303, MCA, is amanded to read:

"13-1-303. Disposition of ballats and other slection materials, (1) The voted ballots, detached
stubs, unvoted ballats, and unused ballots from an election eRad Mmust be kapt in tha unopened packages
receivad from the election judges for a period of 12 manths. 8ueh The packages may be opensed only whean
an order for opening is given by the proper official for a recount procadure. After 12 months, :f there 1s no
contest begun, recount pending, or appeal of a decision relating to a contest or racount, an election

agministrator may deetroy DISPOSE OF the ballots witheut-opening-the-paekages ACCORDING TO A PLAN
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

{2) The secretary of state, in consultation with the state records committee, shall prepare a
suggested plan for retention and destruction of all other election records, Each election administrator shall
prepars a plan for retention and destruction of alection records in the county and shall submit it to the
secratary of state for approval. After approval of eueh a plan, records may be destreyed disposed of as
provided in the pian.”

-END-
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