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l!Dwi!. BILL NO. f)/,S: 
INTRODUCED BY 6F--K ~, ~c£'/'"r"vef 

LC0913.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION OF POLICE DOG TO INCLUDE 

5 DOGS TRAINED FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE AND TRACKING THAT ARE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

6 OFFICIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; IMPOSING A PENAL TY FOR INTENTIONALLY HARMING A 

7 SEARCH AND RESCUE OR TRACKING DOG THAT IS USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL LAW 

8 ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 45-8-209, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 45-8-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "45-8-209. Harming a police dog -- penalty -- definition. ( 1) A person commits the offense of 

14 harming a police dog if !=le the person purposely or knowingly shoots, kills, or otherwise injures or mistreats 

15 a police dog being used by a~ 

16 ~ law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to discharge aA'f .l! legal duty in a 

17 reasonable and proper manner; or 

18 {b) private citizen in a reasonable and proper manner in conjunction with official law enforcement 

19 efforts. such as search and rescue. or criminal investigations. 

20 (2) A person convicted of the offense of harming a police dog may be fined an amount not to 

21 exceed $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 1 year, or both. 

22 (3) As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

23 (a) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a peace officer as defined in 46-1-202. 

24 (b) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

25 (i)® used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 7-32-201, in the exercise of its authority; 

26 Willl specifically trained for law enforcement work; and 

27 {+hliQ under the control of a law enforcement officer~ 

28 (ii) specifically trained to locate lost or missing persons. victims of natural or human-caused 

29 disasters. and human bodies and that is used in conjunction with official law enforcement efforts, such as 

30 search and rescue. or criminal investigations; or 
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1 (iii) specifically trained to track or pursue missing persons, escaped inmates, or fleeing felons and 

2 that is used in conjunction with official law enforcement efforts, such as search and rescue, or criminal 

3 investigations." 

4 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 215 

INTRODUCED BY ORR, CLARK, SMITH, CRISMORE 

HB0215.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION OF POLICE DOG TO INCLUDE 

5 DOGS TRAINED FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE /\ND TR,C\GKl~IG THAT ARE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

6 OFFICIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; IMPOSING A PENALTY FOR INTENTIONALLY HARMING A 

7 SEARCH AND RESCUE OR TRAGKl~IG DOG THAT IS USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL LAW 

8 ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 45-8-209, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

Section 1. Section 45-8-209, MCA, is amended to read: 12 

13 "45-8-209. Harming a police dog -- penalty -- definition. (1) A person commits the offense of 

14 harming a police dog if M the person purposely or knowingly shoots, kills, or otherwise injures or mistreats 

15 a police dog being used by a~ 

16 JJtl law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to discharge awt 2 legal duty in a 

1 7 reasonable and proper manner;_QI 

18 (bl ari..-ate eiti20R iR a reassRasle aRd aroaer rnaAAer iA eoAiuAetieA with PERSON WHILE THE 

19 PERSON IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF AND ACTING UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN OFFICER OF AN 

20 official law enforcement efforts, sueh as seareh aAd reseue, er erirniAal iAvestiqatioRs AGENCY DURING 

21 THE PERFORMANCE OF THE AGENCY'S LAW ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE DUTIES. 

22 (21 A person convicted of the offense of harming a police dog may be fined an amount not to 

23 exceed $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison tor a term not to exceed 1 year, or both. 

24 131 As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

25 (a) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a peace officer as defined in 46-1-202. 

26 lb) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

27 (ilf6l: used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 7 32 201 44-11-303, in the exercise of its 

28 authority; 

29 ~ specifically trained for law enforsernent CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY OR SEARCH AND 

30 RESCUE work; and 
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~ under the control of a law enforcement officer±.:. 

2 Iii) speeifieall·r traiAee te leeate lest er FAissina persens, YietiFRs of nawral or human Qfil!..Q.Q.Q 

3 disasters, ans hufflaA 13edios ans that is uses in eenjunetien witR eHieial law enfereoment efferti:i..c. s~ 

4 searoh ans roseue, er eriR'linal in..,estiaations: or 

5 fjii) speeifioally trainee to tree~ or pursue R'lissin§ persons, escapee inR'lates, or fleei1Ji! feloru,.•"f!H& 

6 that is used in eenj1:metien with offieial law eAfereeR'lont effarts, sueh as seareh ans rescue, m crimi!~~! 

7 investiaations." 

8 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 215 

INTRODUCED BY ORR, CLARK, SMITH, CRISMORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION OF POLICE DOG TO INCLUDE 

5 DOGS TRAINED FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE A~IO TRACKl~IG THAT ARE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

6 OFFICIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; IMPOSING A PENALTY FOR INTENTIONALLY HARMING A 

7 SEARCH AND RESCUE OR TRACKl~IG DOG THAT IS USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL LAW 

8 ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 45-8-209, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 45-8-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "45-8-209. Harming a police dog -- penalty -- definition. (1) A person commits the offense of 

14 harming a police dog if fie the person purposely or knowingly shoots, kills, or otherwise injures or mistreats 

1 5 a police dog being used by a~ 

16 @l. law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to discharge af11f E legal duty in a 

17 reasonable and proper manner; or 

18 (b) ari•,ato eitizen in a reasonable and aroaer r=nanner in eonj1:1netien ',Yitl<l PERSON WHILE THE 

19 PERSON IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF AND ACTING UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN OFFICER OF AN 

20 official law enforcement efforts, s1:10"1 as soarel<l and rese1:1e, or eriminal in,·estigations AGENCY DURING 

21 THE PERFORMANCE OF THE AGENCY'S LAW ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE DUTIES. 

22 (2) A person convicted of the offense of harming a police dog may be fined an amount not to 

23 exceed $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 1 year, or both. 

24 13) As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

25 (a) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a peace officerL as defined in 46-1-202, OR 

26 ANY OTHER AGENT OF A CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY. 

27 (b) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

28 (i):18± used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 7 a2 201 44-11-303, in the exercise of its 

29 authority; 

30 W@illl specifically trained for laN en~oreer=nent CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY LAW 
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1 ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE work; and 

2 fi.iitffiill!!l under the control of a law enforcement officer±,, 

3 ml seeeifieallJ1 Haineel ts leeate leet er FAissing eersens, YietiFAs ef nah1ral er hl:lFAan ea1:Jseel 

4 elisasters, anel hl:lman eeelies anel tkat is useel in eenjunetien witk effieial law enfereement efferts, suck as 

5 seaFeh anel reseue, er eriFRinal inYestigatiens: SF 

6 (iiil seeeifieally trainee te traek BF euFs1:1e missing eersens, eseaeeel inmates, er fleeina lelens anel 

7 that is 1:1seel in eenjunetien ,,,dth effieial law enlereement effeFts, s1:1eh as seareh anel rese1:1e 1 er eriFRinal 

8 in1w,as1iaatians." 

9 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 215 

INTRODUCED BY ORR, CLARK, SMITH, CRISMORE 

HB0215.03 
APPROVELJ 3Y OOM 
,'.J~; J·:r=:c:ARY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION OF POLICE DOG TO INCLUDE 

5 DOGS TRAINED FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE Mm TRACKING THAT ARE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

6 OFFICIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; IMPOSING A PENALTY FOR INTENTIONALLY HARMING A 

7 SEARCH AND RESCUE GR TRACKl~IG DOG THAT IS USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL LAW 

8 ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 45-8-209, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 45-8-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "45-8-209. Harming a police dog -- penalty -- definition. (1) A person commits the offense of 

14 harming a police dog if Re the person purposely or knowingly shoots, kills, or otherwise injures or mistreats 

15 a police dog being used by a;_ 

16 ii!l law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to discharge ~ g legal duty in a 

17 reasonable and proper manner; or 

18 (b) srivato eitii!on in a reasonaele ana srosor n,anner in eonj1,metien witR PERSON WHILE THE 

19 PERSON IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF AND ACTING UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN OFFICER OF AN 

20 official law enforcement efforts. Sl:lOR as seareR anel resel:le, er erin,inal inYestiaatiene AGENCY DURING 

21 THE PERFORMANCE OF THE AGENCY'S LAW ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE DUTIES. 

22 (2) A person convicted of the offense of harming a police dog may be fined an amount not to 

23 exceed $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 1 year, or both. 

24 (3) As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

25 (a) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a peace officer~ as defined in 46-1-202. OR 

26 ANY OTHER AGENT OF A CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY. 

27 (b) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

28 (i):!:&l: used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 7 32 201 1-4-11-303, in the exercise of its 

29 authority; 

30 W@.il!l specifically trained for law entereen,ent CRIMl~IAb JUSTICI! l)Gl!MCY LAW 
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ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE work; and 

2 ~ under the control of a law enforcement officert_ 

3 (ii) speeifieall•,· tFaiAed te leeate lest 0F FAissiAQ p0FS0AS, ¥ietiFAS ef Aat1:1Fal 0F h1:1FAaA oa1:1sed 

4 disasters, aAd h1:1FAaA bedios aAd that is 1:1sod iA e0Aj1:1AetieA with effioial law eAfereeFAeAt efferts, s1:1eh as 

5 soareh aAd reso1:1e, eF eriFAiAal iA\'estiaatieAs; er 

6 jiii) speeifieall'{ tFaiAed ta treelE er p1:1rs1:10 FAissiAQ perseAs, eseaped iAFAates, er lleeiAa leleAs aAd 

7 that is 1:1sed iA oeAj1:1Aeti0A ,..,·ith eUieial law eAfereeFAoAt offerts, s1:1eh as seareh aAd reso1:1e, er oriFAiAal 

B iA¥ostiaations." 

9 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 215 

INTRODUCED BY ORR, CLARK, SMITH, CRISMORE 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION OF POLICE DOG TO INCLUDE 

5 DOGS TRAINED FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE MID TRACKl~JG THAT ARE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

6 OFFICIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; IMPOSING A PENAL TY FOR INTENTIONALLY HARMING A 

7 SEARCH AND RESCUE OR TRACKl~JG DOG THAT IS USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL LAW 

8 ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 45-8-209, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 45-8-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "45-8-209. Harming a police dog -- penalty -- definition. (1) A person commits the offense of 

14 harming a police dog if M tho person purposely or knowingly shoots, kills, or otherwise injures er FRistreats 

15 a police dog being used by a~ 

16 .l.fil law enforcement officer in discharging or attempting to discharge i:lfl'f ~ legal duty in a 

17 reasonable and proper manner; or 

18 (b) erivato oitii!OR iR a roaseRaelo aRel ereeor FRaRRer iR oeRj1:1RetieR witR PERSON WHILE THE 

19 PERSON IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF AND ACTING UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AN OFFICER OF AN 

20 official law enforcement eHerte, sueR as searoR aRel resouo, or eriFRiRal iR¥estiQatieRs AGENCY DURING 

21 THE PERFORMANCE OF THE AGENCY'S LAW ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE DUTIES. 

22 (2) A person convicted of the offense of harming a police dog may be fined an amount not to 

23 exceed $5,000 or be imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 1 year, or both. 

24 (3) As used in this section, the following definitions apply: 

25 (a) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is a peace officer. as defined in 46-1-202 OR 

26 ANY OTHER AGENT OF A CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY. 

27 (b) "Police dog" means a dog that is: 

28 (i)f8± used by a law enforcement agency, as defined in 7 a:! 201 44-11-303. in tho exercise of its 

29 authority; 

30 W±fililll specifically trained for law eAfereeFReRt CRIMl~JAb JUSTICE AGE~ICY LAW 
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ENFORCEMENT OR SEARCH AND RESCUE work; and 

2 ~ under the control of a law enforcement officer±.:. 

3 Hi) seooi~ieally traiAeB te loeate lost er FfliooiAq peFoens, viotiFAs ef natural er AuFRan eal#see 

4 9isasters, ana t-,uFAan Bodies aRd tl=lat is 1:1oeel in eenjl:inotieR ,..,itR 9Uieial la•N onforeeFRent offene, s1::teh as 

5 seOFOA anEI FB981:18, er BFiffiinal iAYOStigatiens; er 

6 (iiil seoeifieall11• oainea to traok er puFe1:te FRi9eiAE1 eereene, eoeeeeel inFRatee, ·or tleeina felons ane 

7 tRat is usoe in eenjl:1netion •NitR eHieial la\\' enfereeFRent efforts, suoR as seereR and reseue, er eriFAinal 

8 in¥estigatiens." 

9 -END-
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