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BILL NO,a2o 1 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF 

5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON 

6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307, 

8 53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 3 "2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the haAdieapped disabled --

14 composition•· allocation. ( 1) There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the 

15 handicapped disabled. 

16 (2) The committee consists of 4-+ .11. members appointed by the governor as follows: 

17 (al four members who are handieapped disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing; 

18 (b) two members who are not handieapped disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business 

19 other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen; 

20 (c) one member from the department of public health and human services; 

21 (d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana; 

22 (e) one member from an independent local exchange company; 

23 (f) one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; af\4 

24 (g) one member from the public service commission: and 

25 (h) one member who is a licensed audiologist. 

26 (3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for 

27 administrative purposes only as provided in 2-1 5-121 . " 

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1 I The legislature finds and declares that many 
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55th Legislature LC0524.01 

Montana citizens are physically handieapped disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications 

2 equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource 

3 within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to 

4 telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society. 

5 (2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today 

6 is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey 

7 and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as 

8 business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods 

9 and services, human contact, and fellowship. 

1 0 (3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to 

11 persons who are handicapped disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large. 

12 Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of handicapped 

13 disabled persons, and its availability to the handicapped disabled would be an investment of benefit to all 

14 of Montana. 

15 (4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections ( 11 through (3), the legislature finds it 

16 appropriate to provide handicapped disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating 

17 a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the handicapped 

18 disabled." 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

( 1) "Committee" means the committee on telecommunications access services for the i=1andieap13ed 

disabled established in 2-15-2212. 

(2) "Dual party relay system" means a sorviee that permits full and simultaneous eemmunisatien 

eet·,•,·een tl=lese usin!l teleeemmunieatiens de,·ioes for the deaf (TDD) and these usin§ conventional 

telephone eejuipment. 

~W "l-landieappedDisabled" means the condition of a person who is blind, deaf, hard-of-hearing, 

or speech-impaired. 

44-H;ll "Local exchange company" means a telecommunications company that provides telephone 
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers. 

2 +&+ill "Program" means the program established in 53-19-306. 

3 t&+ifil "Specialized telecommunications equipment" means any telecommunications device that 

4 enables or assists a person who is handicapped disabled to communicate with others by means of the 

5 conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to teleeommunieations de'.'iees for the 

6 deaf ITDD) text telephones (TTY), amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx 

7 devices, and telebraille. 

8 (6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultaneous 

9 communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using 

10 conventional telephone equipment. 

11 (7) "Telephone access line" means the telephone exchange access line or channel or wireless 

12 service that provides assess !rem tl'le premises sf a the customer of a local exchange company with access 

13 to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information." 

14 

15 Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. ( 1 I Each member of the committee shall serve for a term 

17 of 3 years, e><eept tl'lat the ge•;ernor sl'lall appeint four sf tl'lo initial members ts serve terms of 1 year and 

18 four of the initial members to serve terms of 2 years. 

19 (2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment." 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-19-304. Officers -- meetings -- quorum -- compensation. ( 1 l The committee shall choose a 

ehaiFFF1an presiding officer from its members. 

(2) The committee shall meet at least once every a menths four times a year and at S\feR other 

times as determined by the ohairman presiding officer or by a majority of the committee. 

(31 ~ Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

(4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in 

2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to 

receive compensation of $ 50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee." 

- 3 -
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. ( 1) The committee shall establish and administer a 

3 program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are l=ianelieappeel 

4 disabled. 

5 (2) The purpose of the program is to: 

6 (a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are 

7 l=ianelieapped disabled; and 

8 (b) provide a Elual party relay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are 

9 l=iansisappeel disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications 

1 O service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101." 

11 

12 

13 

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the 

14 committee shall: 

15 ( 1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program; 

16 (2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be 

17 maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program; 

18 (3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are l=ianelieappeel disabled and 

19 would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment; 

20 (4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants en tl=ie easis ef a lean er lease 

21 arran§eAlent tl=iat Alay ineluele east sl=iarin€J eetween tl=ie l=ianelieappeel persen anel l=iis eAlpleyer through loan, 

22 lease. cost sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee; 

23 (5) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and 

24 economically feasible for use by Montana's l=ianelioappeel disabled; 

25 (6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale 

26 manufacturers on a competitive basis; 

27 (7) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer 

28 provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment; 

29 (8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone 

30 number of each device; 
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19) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the 

2 time of delivery, whioh deposit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned; 

3 110) make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued 

4 participation in the program; 

5 ( 11) provide a dual party relay telecommunications relay service system that, if feasible, would be 

6 available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and 

7 ( 12) implement the ser·,<iee deseribed in sui3seetion I 11) within 2 years following duly 1, 1989; and 

8 t+dt adopt rules necessary to administer the program." 

9 

10 

11 

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-19-308. Dual party Fela•f Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements, The 

12 committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a dual party relay 

13 telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee 

14 shall require, under the terms of the contract, that: 

15 11) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately; 

16 12) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and 

17 13) the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances 

18 in which weR the confidentiality would further a violation of the law." 

19 

20 Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-310, Fund for telecommunications services for tho l!anEliaappeEI disabled. (1) There is an 

22 account for telecommunications services for the hanaieappeEI disabled in the state special revenue fund in 

23 the state treasury. The account consists of: 

24 (al all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in 

25 53-19-309; and 

26 (b) all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311. 

27 (2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part. 

28 (3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited 

29 in the account." 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0207, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act revising provisions of the telecommunications services for the disabled; providing for 
an additional member on the Committee on Montana Telecommunications Access Services for the 
Disabled, who must be a licensed audiologist. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. There are currently eleven members on the Committee on Montana Telecommunications 

Access Services for the Disabled. This bill would increase that committee to twelve 
members. 

2. The committee meets six times each year, with four of those being regular meetings and 
two being working committee meetings. 

3 Members are paid honorariums of $50 per day ($50 x 6 meetings= $300). 
4. Members from outside the Helena area average $100 in per diem per meeting ($100 x 6 

meetings= $600). 
5. Funding is provided through the earmarked TDD account. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
FY98 

Difference 
Expenditures: 
Operating Expenses 900 

Funding: 
State Special Revenue (02) 900 

Net Impact on Fund Balance: 
State Special Revenue (02) 

(Revenues minus expenditures) 
(900) 

Qa,,. 
.... 

DAVE LEWIS, 
::k,....t 1-L ,;-ctJ 

UDGET DIRECTOR DATE ED GRADY,, 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY99 
Difference 

900 

900 

( 900 I 

Fiscal Note for HB0207, as introduced 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 207 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY 

HB0207.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
BUSINESS & LABOR 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY. REVISING PROVISIONS OF 

5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON 

6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307, 

8 53-19-308, ANO 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 3 "2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the llaAElieappeEI disabled --

14 composition -- allocation. (1 l There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the 

15 RanaieaflfJBS disabled. 

16 (21 The committee consists of 4+ .12_ members appointed by the governor as follows: 

17 (al four members who are RanaieafJfJBS disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing; 

18 (b) two members who are not RanaieafJfJBS disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business 

19 other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen; 

20 (cl one member from the department of public health and human services; 

21 (d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana; 

22 (el one member from an independent local exchange company; 

23 (f) one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; aRG 

24 (g) one member from the public service commission; and 

25 (h) one member who is a licensed audiologist. 

26 (31 The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for 

27 administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121." 

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. ( 1 l The legislature finds and declares that many 
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1 Montana citizens are physically handiea1313ed disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications 

2 equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource 

3 within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to 

4 telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society. 

5 (2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today 

6 is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey 

7 and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as 

8 business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods 

9 and services, human contact, and fellowship. 

10 (3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to 

11 persons who arc handiea1313ea disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large. 

12 Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of hamiiea1313ed 

13 disabled persons, and its availability to the hanaioa1313od disabled would be an investment of benefit to all 

14 of Montana. 

15 (4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1) through (3), the legislature finds it 

16 appropriate to provide handioa1313ea disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating 

17 a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the handiea1313od 

18 disabled." 

19 

20 Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

22 definitions apply: 

23 ( 1) "Committee" means the committee on telecommunications access services for the handiea1313ed 

24 disabled established in 2-15-2212. 

25 (2) "J;}l,Jal 13arty rela~, s·,•steFA" FAeans a ser¥ioo that 130rFAits fl,JII ana sirn1:1ltane01,JG eornrnunieation 

26 lletwoen those l,JSiA!j teloooFArn1,Jnioations do\1iooo for tho deaf (TOO) and those l,JSin!l eon¥entional 

27 tole13hono OE11,Jil3FAOAt. 

28 Will "l•-landioa1313ed Disabled" means the condition of a person who is blind, deaf AND BLIND, 

29 hard-of-hearing, or speech-impaired. 

30 +4l-J1l. "Local exchange company" means a telecommunications company that provides telephone 

1 Legisl,atlve 
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers. 

2 ™ill "Program" means the program established in 53-19-306. 

3 ~ill "Specialized telecommunications equipment" means any telecommunications device that 

4 enables or assists a person who is hamJieappod disabled to communicate with others by means of the 

5 conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to teloeemmuAieati □ As deviees for the 

6 deaf (TDD! text telephones (TTY), amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx 

7 devices, and telebraille. 

8 (6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultaneous 

9 communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using 

10 conventional telephone equipment. 

11 (7) "Telephone access line" means the telephone exchange access line or channel or wireless 

12 service that provides aeoess frem the promises ef a the customer of a local exchange company with access 

13 to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information." 

14 

15 Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. ( 1) Each member of the committee shall serve for a term 

17 of 3 years, 01(eept that the §e,·erRer shall appeiRt feur of the iRitial moffieers to ser,·e terR'ts ef 1 year aAd 

18 four sf the iAitial memeors ts sor-.,o terms sf 2 years. 

19 (2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as tho original appointment." 

20 

Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read: 21 

22 "53-19-304. Officers -- meetings -- quorum -- compensation. (1) Tho committee shall choose a 

23 ehairffiaR presiding officer from its members. 

24 (2) Tho committee shall meet at least eReo o,·or>t 3 R'IORths four times a year and at Stteh other 

25 times as determined by the ehairffiaR presiding officer or by a majority of the committee. 

26 (3) S+lf Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

27 (4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in 

28 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to 

29 receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee." 

30 
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. ( 1) The committee shall establish and administer a 

3 program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who arc ham1ieappeei 

4 disabled. 

5 (2) The purpose of the program is to: 

6 (a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are 

7 haneiioappod disabled; and 

8 (b) provide a d1c1al Jlarty relay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are 

9 handioapped disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications 

1 O service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101." 

11 

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read: 12 

13 "53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the 

14 committee shall: 

15 (1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program; 

16 (2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be 

17 maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program; 

18 (3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are l:landieapf)ed disabled and 

19 would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment; 

20 (4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants en tRe basis of a loan or lease 

21 arrangeR'lont that R'la•; inol1:ufo east sharing between the handioappod persen and his eR'lplo\'er through loan, 

22 lease, cost sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee; 

23 (5) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and 

24 economically feasible for use by Montana's haneiieaJlped disabled; 

25 (6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale 

26 manufacturers on a competitive basis; 

27 (7) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer 

28 provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment; 

29 (8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone 

30 number of each device; 
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1 (9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the 

2 time of delivery, whieh dej;lesit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned; 

3 ( 10) make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued 

4 participation in the program; 

5 ( 11) provide a dual j;larty relay telecommunications relay service system that, if foasisle, would be 

6 available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and 

7 (12) im,,.lemeAt the serviee deserised iA susseetieA (11 l ·,vithiA 2 ·,ears fellewiA~ July 1, 1989; aAd 

8 t+-6t adopt rules necessary to administer the program." 

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 

10 

11 "53-19-308. E)i,al Jl&R)' relay Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The 

1 2 committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a dual j;larty rela·, 

13 telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee 

14 shall require, under the terms of the contract, that: 

15 { 1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately; 

16 (2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and 

17 (3) the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances 

18 in which St1eR the confidentiality would further a violation of the law." 

19 

20 Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the haREliea1111eEI disabled. ( 1) There is an 

22 account for telecommunications services for tho haAdieaj;lj;led disabled in the state special revenue fund in 

23 the state treasury. The account consists of: 

24 (a) all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in 

25 53-19-309; and 

26 (b) all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311. 

27 (2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part. 

28 (3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited 

29 in the account." 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

-END-
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3 

HOUSE Bill NO. 207 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY 

HB0207.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY. REVISING PROVISIONS OF 

5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON 

6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307, 

8 53-19-308, ANO 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

THERE ARE NO C~GES IN Tms BllL AND IT WILL NOT BE 
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY 
(YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT. 

- 1 - HB 207 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 207 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY 

HB0207.03 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF 

5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON 

6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307, 

8 53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the haAElieappeEI disabled --

14 composition -- allocation. ( 1 l There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the 

15 l=lanElieappeEI disabled. 

16 (21 The committee consists of++ ll members appointed by the governor as follows: 

17 (al four members who are l=lanEliea1313eel disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing; 

18 (bl two members who are not haAeiea1313eel disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business 

19 other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen; 

20 (cl one member from the department of public health and human services; 

21 Id) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana; 

22 (e) one member from an independent local exchange company; 

23 (f) one member from an interLA TA interexchange carrier; aflEi 

24 (g) one member from the public service commission; and 

25 (h) one member who is a licensed audiologist. 

26 (3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for 

27 administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121." 

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many 
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Montana citizens are physically i'laAdiea1313ed disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications 

2 equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource 

3 within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to 

4 telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society. 

5 (2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today 

6 is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey 

7 and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as 

8 business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods 

9 and services, human contact, and fellowship. 

1 O (3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to 

11 persons who arc AaAdiea1313ed disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large. 

12 Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of AaAdiea1313ed 

13 disabled persons, and its availability to the i'laAdiea1313od disabled would be an investment of benefit to all 

14 of Montana. 

15 (41 Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1 l through (3), the legislature finds it 

16 appropriate to provide l=laAdioa1313ed disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating 

1 7 a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the l=laAdiea1313ed 

18 disabled." 

19 

20 Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

22 definitions apply: 

23 ( 1) "Committee" means the committee on telecommunications access services for the l=landiea13ped 

24 disabled established in 2-15-2212. 

25 (2) "Ct,1al 13aHy relay s•rsten:t" n:teans a serviee tl=lat 13orA'lits ft,111 and siA'lt,1ltaAeot,1s SOA'lFfWAieatioA 

26 lletween tl=leso t,1SiR!l teleeoA'1n:tt,1nioatioAs deviees for tl=lo deaf (TDCI aAd Hiose t,1SiA!l eoAveAtioAal 

27 tele13l=l0Ae eqt,1i13A'leAt. 

28 fdl-0 "l-laAdioa13J:Jed Disabled" means the condition of a person who is e1if!e;- deaf AND BLIND, 

29 DEAF, hard-of-hearing, or speech-impaired. 

30 -(4H.fil "Local exchange company" means a telecommunications company that provides telephone 
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1 access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers. 

2 t&l-M:l_ "Program" means the program established in 53-19-306. 

3 {-e}lfil "Specialized telecommunications equipment" means any telecommunications device that 

4 enables or assists a person who is RaAelioapJloel disabled to communicate with others by means of the 

5 conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to toleoeFAFAtiAieatieAs ele¥iees fer tRe 

6 deaf (TDD) text telephones (TTY), amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx 

7 devices, and telebraille. 

8 (6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultaneous 

9 communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using 

10 conventional telephone equipment. 

11 (7) "Telephone access line" means the telephone exchange access line or channel or wireless 

1 2 service that provides aeeess freFR tRe Jlf0FRises of a the customer of a local exchange company with access 

13 to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information." 

14 

15 Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "53-19-303. Term of office•· vacancies. (1) Each member of the committee shall serve for a term 

17 of 3 years, eirnejlt tRat tR0 ge•;emer SRall appeiAt fel:lF ef tl=le iAitial FAOFRBOFS to S0F\'0 teFFRS of 1 i00F aAel 

18 fetir sf tRe iAitial FReFAeers to serve terFAs of 2 years. 

19 (2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment." 

20 

21 Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "53-19-304. Officers -- meetings•· quorum -- compensation. (1) The committee shall choose a 

23 oRairFAaR presiding officer from its members. 

24 (2) The committee shall meet at least eAee e•tery 3 rneAtRs four times a year and at Stleft other 

25 times as determined by the eRairFRaA presiding officer or by a majority of the committee. 

26 (3) ~ Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

27 (4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in 

28 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to 

29 receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee." 

30 
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read: 1 

2 "53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. (1) The committee shall establish and administer a 

3 program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are haAeiea(;l13ea 

4 disabled. 

5 (2) The purpose of the program is to: 

6 (a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are 

7 haAeiea(;l(;lee disabled; and 

8 (b) provide a eual 13arty rela~' telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are 

9 haAeioa1313ee disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications 

10 service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101." 

11 

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read: 12 

13 "53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the 

14 committee shall: 

15 11) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program; 

16 (2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be 

17 maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program; 

18 (3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are l'tanaieappea disabled and 

19 would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment; 

20 (4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants on the 13asis of a loaA or lease 

21 arraA§effieAt tAat ffiBV iAolueo oest sharin0 eetweon tAO l'taAeioap11oel J!OFSOA ane "1is BffiJ!leyer through loan, 

22 lease, cost sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee; 

23 15) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and 

24 economically feasible for use by Montana'5 AaAElieap13oel disabled; 

25 (6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale 

26 manufacturers on a competitive basis; 

27 (7) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer 

28 provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment; 

29 (8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone 

30 number of each device; 
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(9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the 

2 time of delivery, wl=liel=I elef)esit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned; 

3 ( 10) make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued 

4 participation in the program; 

5 ( 11) provide a !Jtial !)arty rela1• telecommunications relay service system that, if feasible, would be 

6 available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and 

7 (12) iA1f)leFAent the serviee deseribed in stibseetien (11) within 2 years fellewing Jtily 1, 1989; and 

8 f4--3+ adopt rules necessary to administer the program." 

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 

10 

11 "53-19-308. Dual part'}' relav Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The 

1 2 committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a etial !)arty rela•,· 

13 telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee 

14 shall require, under the terms of the contract, that: 

15 ( 1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately; 

16 (2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and 

17 (3) the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances 

18 in which &l:lel=I the confidentiality would further a violation of the law." 

19 

20 Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the handieapped disabled. ( 1 l There is an 

22 account for telecommunications services for the l=laneieaf)ped disabled in the state special revenue fund in 

23 the state treasury. The account consists of: 

24 (al all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in 

25 53-19-309; and 

26 lb) all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311. 

27 (2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part. 

28 (3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited 

29 in the account." 

30 

"slallve 
rvices 
/vision 

• 5 . HB 207 



55th Legislature 

2 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

-END-
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2 

3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 207 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY 

HB0207.03 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF 

5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON 

6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307, 

8 53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 • 2-15-2212. Committff on telecommunication• !!!m! 1ervica for the ha111iiaa1111ed disabled --

14 compoIition -- allocation. (1) There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the 

15 ~aAeiea1111ed disabled. 

16 (2) The committee consists of~ .11 members appointed by the governor as follows: 

17 (a) four members who are h1A1iliee1111ad disabled. two of whom must be deaf or herd-of-hearing; 

18 fbl two members who are not ~eAdiaa1111ad disabled, one of whom must be engaged in e business 

19 other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen; 

20 fc) one member from the department of public health and human services; 

21 fd) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana; 

22 (e) one member from en independent local exchange company; 

23 (f) one member from en interLATA interexchange carrier; &fie 

24 (g) one member from the public service commission; and 

25 {hl one member who is a licensed audiologist. 

26 (3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for 

27 administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121. • 

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many 
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1 Montana citizens are physically haReiea1313ee disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications 

2 equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource 

3 within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to 

4 telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society. 

5 (2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today 

6 is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey 

7 and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as 

8 business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods 

9 and services, human contact, and fellowship. 

1 O (3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to 

11 persons who are haReiaa1313ee disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large. 

12 • Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of haReiea1313ae 

13 disabled persons, and its availability to the f:laReiea1313ee disabled would be an investment of benefit to all 

14 of Montana. 

15 (41 Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1 I through (31, the legislature finds it 

16 appropriate to provide AaReiea1313ee disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating 

17 a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the haReiea1313oe 

18 disabled." 

19 

20 Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

22 definitions apply: 

23 ( 1) "Committee" means the committee on telecommunications access services for the haReiea1313ee 

24 disabled established in 2-15-2212. 

25 (2) "Dual par~ rela•t1 eye1eFR". FReane a sor•.1ioe tRat ,aerMite full ane siR-11::1ltanoe1:1s eeR=1R'lt:1Aioation 

26 Bofv,eeA these 1:1oiAg toleeeFAFR1:1nieatiene Se,1ieee fer tRe eleaf ,rQD) ans those 1:1eing eonventional 

27 tole13heR0 eql:liJ3FA0R~. 

28 ~ill "MaReioa1313ea Disabled" means the condition of a person who is~ deaf AND BLIND, 

29 DEAF, hard-of-hearing, or speech-impaired. 

30 +41-lli "Local exchange company" moans a telecommunications company that provides telephone 
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers. 

2 t&tlli "Program" means the program established in 53-19-306. 

3 te+J.fil "Specialized telecommunications equipment" means any telecommunications device that 

4 enables or assists a person who is haAelieal')l')eel disabled to communicate with others by means of the 

5 conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to teleeaR'IFRl:IAieatiens ele•;ises fer the 

6 el oaf {TOO) text telephones {TTYI. amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx 

7 devices, and telebraille. 

8 (6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultaneous 

9 communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using 

1 O conventional telephone equipment. 

11 (7) "Telephone access line" means the telephone exchange access line or channel or wireless 

1 2 service that provides aa8e&8 fraFfl the 13reFfliGB8 af a the customer of a local exchange company with access 

13 to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information.• 

14 

15 Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. (1 l Each member of the committee shall serve for a term 

17 of 3 years, e11ae13t d1at the ge 1,1erRer shall a1313aint fol:lr ef the iRitial FflBFfll!ers te serYe terFfls af 1 year aml 

18 four ef the iAi~ial FF1eFRBers t:e seP,e terms ef 2 years. 

19 (2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment." 

20 

21 Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "53-19-304. Officers•· meetings -- quorum -- compensation. (1) The committee shall choose a 

23 ehaiFR'IBR presiding officer from its members. 

24 (2) The committee shall meet at least eRee BY8Fy ~ FflBRth8 four times a year and at 51:!eR other 

25 times as determined by the ahairFflaR presiding officer or by a majority of the committee. 

26 (3) 8Ht Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

27 (4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in 

28 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to 

29 receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee." 

30 
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read: 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

"53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. I 1 l The committee shall establish and administer a 

program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to pe.rsons who are haAeieBfilJilOe 

disabled. 

(2) The purpose of the program is to: 

(al furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet tho needs of persons who are 

haAeieaJ3J30e disabled; and 

10 

11 

{b) provide a e1:1al party relay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are 

haAdieapped disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications 

service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101. • 

12 Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the 

14 committee shall: 

15 (1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program; 

16 { 2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be 

17 maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program; 

18 13) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are l=laRdiee,iped disabled and 

19 would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment; 

20 (4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants eR tl=le eeeie ef a leaA er lease 

21 arraAgofflent that FAa•,. ineh:ute eeat ehariRg Bet•A1een the RandieappeEI peFoen anel his eA'lpleyor through loan, 

22 lease, cost sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee; 

23 (5) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and 

24 economically feasible for use by Montana's l=laRlilieappeEI disabled; 

25 (6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale 

26 manufacturers on a competitive basis; 

27 17) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer 

28 provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment; 

29 (8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone 

30 number of each device; 
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1 (9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the 

2 time of delivery, wRieR ele13esit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned; 

3 ( 10) make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued 

4 participation in the program; 

5 (11) provide a el1:1al 13arty relay telecommunications relay service system that, if feasiele, would be 

6 available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and 

7 ( 12) iR'l13leFReRt tRe serviee eleserieeel iR s1:113seetieR 111) witl=liR 2 yeaFS follewiR§ J1:1ly 1, 1989; a Rel 

8 ~ adopt rules necessary to administer the program." 

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 

10 

11 "53-19-308. gyal p&fflt' rela'J' Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The 

12 committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a d1:1el 13arty rela'y' 

13 telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee 

14 shall require, under the terms of the contract, that: 

1 5 ( 1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately; 

16 (2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and 

17 (31 the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances 

18 in which ~ the confidentiality would further a violation of the law." 

19 

20 Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the ha1111ieappeel disabled. ( 1) There is an 

22 account for telecommunications services for the RaReliea1313eel disabled in the state special revenue fund in 

23 the state treasury. The account consists of: 

24 (a) all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in 

25 53-19-309; and 

26 (b) all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311. 

27 (21 The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part. 

28 (3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited 

29 in the account.• 

30 
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2 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997. 

-END-
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