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INTRODUCED 8Y 2,.,4,/25/’

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON
THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307,
53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the handieapped disabled --
composition -- allocation. (1) There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the
handicapped disabled.

(2) The committee consists of 3+ 12 members appointed by the governor as follows:

{a) four members who are kandicapped disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing;

(b} two members who are not hardicapped disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business
other than a husiness in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen;

{c} one member from the department of public health and human services;

{d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana;

(e) one member from an independent local exchange company;

(f} one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; ard

{g) one member from the public service commission; and

{h} one member who is a licensed audiologist.

(3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121."

Section 2. Section 563-19-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many
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Montana citizens are physically handicapped disabled and are unable ta use traditional telecommunications
equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource
within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to
telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society.

(2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today
is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey
and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as
business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods
and services, human contact, and fellowship.

{3) The legistature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to
persons who are hendicapped disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large.
Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of handicapped
disabled persons, and its availability to the kandicapped disabled would be an investment of benefit to all
of Montana.

(4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1} through (3), the legislature finds it
appropriate to provide handicapped disabled persons access 10 telecommunications services by creating
a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the bardicapped

disabled."

Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following

~ definitions apply:

(1} "Committee” means the committee on telecommunications access services for the kanpdicapped

disabled established in 2-15-2212.

{332} "HandieappedDisabled” means the condition of a person who is blind, deaf, hard-of-hearing,

or speech-impaired.

+4(3) "Local exchange company” means a telecommunications company that provides telephone
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers.

54(4) "Program” means the program established in 53-19-308.

$6+(5} "Specialized telecommunications equipment” means any telecommunications device that
enables or assists a person who is handicapped disabled to communicate with others by means of the
conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to telecommunications-deviecesforthe

deat-FDD} text telephones (TTY), amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx

devices, and telebraille.

(6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultanegus

communication between those_using specialized telecommunications. equipment _and those using

conventional telephone equipment.

{7) "Telephone access line” means the telephone exchange access line or channel or wireless

service that provides aecessfrem-the-premises—ota the customer of a local exchange company with access

to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information.”

Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. {1) Each member of the committee shall serve for a term
of 3 years

b initial I £ 2 _

(2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.”

Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-304. Officers -- meetings -- quorum -- compensation. (1) The committee shall choose a
chairmrar presiding officer from its members.

(2) The committee shall meet at least once-every-3-months four times a year and at sueh other

times as determined by the ehairran presiding officer or by a majority of the committee.
{3) & Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
(4) All members of the committee are entitied to reimbursement of expenses as provided in
2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to

receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee.”
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. {1) The committee shall establish and administer a
program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are handicapped
disabled.

(2) The purpose of the program is to:

(a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are
handicapped disabled; and

(b} provide a dual-partyrelay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are
handicapped disabled with all phases of public telecommunicatians service, including telecommunications

service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101."

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-308, the
committee shall:

(1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program;

{2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be
maintained as a conditicn of eligibility for continued participation in the program; |

(3} require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are handicapped disabled and
would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment;

(4} provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants enthe-basis-ofaloanorlease

af through lgan

lease, cast sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee;

(5) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and
economically feasible for use by Montana’'s handicapped disabled;

{6) purchase or lease all specialized telecornmunications equipment through bid by wholesale
manufacturers on a competitive basis;

{7) rvequire, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer
provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment;

(8) maintain records of eachitem of equipment, including the lacation, seriat number, and telephone

number of each device;
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{9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the

time of delivery—whieh-depesit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned;
{10} make reasonable efforts 10 recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued
participation in the program;

{11) provide a dual-party+etay telecommunications relay service system that, if feasible, would be

availahble statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and

43} adopt rules necessary to administer the program.”

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-308. Dual-party—relay Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The
committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a duahparty—relay

telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee

shall require, under the terms of the contract, that:
(1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately;
(2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and
{3) the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances

in which sueh the confidentiality would further a violation of the law."

Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the handieapped disabled. (1) There is an
account for telecommunications services for the handicapped disabled in the state special revenue fund in
the state treasury. The account consists of:

{(a) all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in
53-19-309; and

{b} all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311,

{2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part.

{3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited

in the account.”
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1 NEW SECTIQN. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997.
2 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA -~ FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for HB0207, as intreduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act revising provisions of the telecommunications services for the disabled; providing for
an additional member on the Committee on Montana Telecommunications Access Services for the
Disabled, who must be a licensed audiclogist.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. There are currently eleven members on the Committee on Montana Telecommunications
Bccess Services for the Disabled. This bill would increase that committee to twelve
members.

2. The cormittee meets sixX times each year, with four of those being regular meetings and

two being working committee meetings.

3 Members are paid honorariums of $50 per day ($50 x 6 meetings = $300).

q. Members from outside the Helena area average $100 in per diem per meeting {$100 x 6
meetings = $600). )

5. Funding is provided through the earmarked TDD account.

EISCA MPACT:

Fygs FY39
Difference Difference
Expenditures:
Operating Expenses sco 900
Funding:
State Special Revenue (02) 900 900

Net Impact on Fund Balance: (Revenues minus expenditures)
State Special Revenue {02) (900) (300}

/ ‘,/5’5,/ 7 %Je/l %MX [~ f5=27

DAVE LEWIS, MJUDGET DIRECTOR DATE ED GRADY, [ERIMKRY sponsoé) DATE
office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HEB0207, as introduced

W2 QoM
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HOUSE BILL NO, 207
INTRODUCED BY GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON
THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 563-19-306, 53-19-307,
53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the kandieapped disabled --

composition -- allocation. (1} There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the

handicapped disabled.

{2) The committee consists of 3+ 12 members appointed by the governor as follows:

{a) four members who are handicasped disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing;

{b} two members who are not bandicapped disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business
other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen;

{c) one member from the department of public health and human services;

(d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana;

(e} one member from an independent local exchange caompany;

{f) one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; and

(g) one member from the public service commission;_and

(h) one member who is a licensed audiologist.

(3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health. and human services for

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121."

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many

[ Legislative
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Montana citizens are physically handieappea disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications
equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource
within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to
telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society.

(2} The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today
is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey
and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as
business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods
and services, human contact, and fellowship.

{3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to
persons who are hardicapped disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large.
Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of haﬁdieapped
disabled persons, and its availability to the hardicapped disabled would be an investment of benefit to all
of Montana.

(4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1) through (3}, the legislature finds it
appropriate to provide handicapped disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating
a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the handoeaaped

disabled."”

Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following
definitions apply:

(1) "Committee” means the committee on telecommunications access services for the handicapped

disabled established in 2-156-2212,

+34(2) "Handicapped Disabled” means the condition of a person who is blind, deaf AND BLIND,

hard-of-hearing, or speech-impaired.

+4{3) "Local exchange company"” means a telecommunications company that provides telephone
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers.

{b+{4} "Program” means the program established in 53-19-3086.

{63(5) "Specialized telecommunications equipment” vmeans any telecommunications device that
enables or assists a person who is hardieapped disabled to communicate with others by means of the
conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited to telecemmunications-daevicestorthe

deat{FBb} text telephones (TTY), amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx

devices, and telebraille.

(6) "Telecommunications relay service” means a service that permits full and simultaneous

communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using

conventional telephone eguipment.

(7} "Telephone access line" means the telephone exchange access line or channel or_wireless

service that provides ascessfrem-thepromises-ef-a the customer of a local exchange company with access

to the telecommunications network to effect the transfer of information.”

Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. (1} Each member of the committee shall serve for a term
of 3 yearss;

: ¢ shainitial 1 £ 2 _

{2} A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.”

Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-304. Officers -- meetings -- quorum -- compensation. (1) The committee shall choose a

ehairan presiding officer from its members.

(2) The committee shatl meet at least erse~every-3—moenths four times a year and at sueh other

times as determined by the ehairman presiding officer or by a majority of the committee.

{3) Six Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

(4) All members of the committee are entitled toc reimbursement of expenses as provided in
2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to

receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee.”

Legislative
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended ta read:

"53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. {1) The committee shall estabiish and administer a
program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are handicapped
disabled.

{2) The purpose of the program is to:

{a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are
handicapped disabled; and

(b) provide a dual-party+elay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are

haﬂdie-apbed disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications

service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101."

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-3086, the
committee shall:

(1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program;

(2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residéncy be
maintained as a condition of eligibility for qontinued participation in the program;

(3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are handieapped disabled and
would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment;

{4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants enthe-basis-efalean-orlease

through loan

lease, cost sharing, or other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee;

(8) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and
economically feasible for use by Montana’s hardicapped disabled;

{6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale
manufacturers on a competitive basis;

{7} require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer
provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment;

(8) maintain records of eachitem of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone

number of each device;
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(9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the

time of delivery—whieh-depesi that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned;
(10} make reasonable efforts to recaver equipment from those who become ineligible for continued
participation in the program;

(11) provide a duak-party-relay telecommunications relay service system that~#-feasible; would be

available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and

13} adopt rules necessary to administer the program.”

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-308. Dual-party—relay Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The

committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a dualparty—relay

telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee

shall require, under the terms of the contract, that:
{1) the system relay all messages promptiy and accurately;
{2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and
(3) the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances

in which sueh the confidentiality would further a violation of the law.™

Saection 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the handieapped disabled. (1} There is an
account for telecommunications services for the handisapped disabled in the state special revenue fund in
the state treasury. The account consists of:

{a) all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in
53-19-309; and

(b) all charges billed and colliected pursuant to 53-19-311.

{2} The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part.

(3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited

in the account.”
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997.
2 -END-
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HKOUSE BILL NO. 207

2 INTRODUCED BY GRADY
3
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF
5  TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON
6 THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED;
7 AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 63-19-308, 53-19-307,
8 53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” ’
9

10  BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WILL NOT BE
REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND READING COPY
(YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT.
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APPROVED BY COM ON
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

HOUSE BILL NO. 207
INTRODUCED BY GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON

THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED;

AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-19-302, 53-19-303, 53-18-304, 53-19-306, £53-19-307,
53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the handisapped disabled --

composition -- allocation. {1) There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the

handicapped disabled.

{2) The committee consists of 34+ 12 members appointed by the governor as follows:

{(a) four members who are handioapped disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing;

{b) two members who are not handieapped disabled, one of whom must be engaged in a business
other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen;

{c}) one member from the department of public health and human services;

(d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana;

(e} one member from an independent local exchange company;

{f} one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; ard

{g) one member from the public service commission; and

{h) one member who is a licensed audiologist.

{3} The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-15-121."

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many
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Montana citizens are physically kandieapped disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunications
aquipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and vaiuable resource
within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to
telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society.

(2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunications in our world today
is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey
and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as
business level. Telecommunigations gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods
and services, human contact, and fellowship.

{3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to
persons who are handicapped disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large.
Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of handieapped
disabled persons, and its availability to the handicapped disabled would be an investment of benefit to all
of Montana.

(4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections (1} through (3}, the legislature finds it
appropriate to provide handieapped disabled persons actess to telecommunications services by creating
a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the haadicapped

disabled."”

Section 3. Section 53-19—302,1MCA, is amended to read:
"53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following
definitions apply: .

(1) "Committee” means the committee on telecommunications access services for the handicapped

disabled established in 2-15-2212.

31{2) "Handicapped Disabled" means the condition of a person wha is bkad: deaf AND BLIND,

DEAF, hard-of-hearing, or speech-impaired.

4{3) "Local exchange company” means a telecommunications company that provides telephone
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access lines or wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers.

¢b+(4) "Program™ means the program established in 53-19-306.

#6}{b) "Specialized telecommunications equipment” means any telecommunications device that
enables or assists a person who is handieapped disabled to communicate with others by means of the
conventional telephone network. The term includes butis not limited to telecommunications-devicosforthe

deat{TBbB} text telephones (TTY], amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx

devices, and telebraille.

(8) _ "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultaneous

communication _between those using specialized telecommunications equipment _and those using

conventional telephone equipment.

{7) "Telephone access line” means the telephone exchange access line or channel or_wireless

service that provides aceess-frem-the-premises-afa the customer of & local exchange company with access

to the telecommunications network to effsct the transfer of information."

Section 4. Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amended to read:

“53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. (1) Each member of the committes shail serve for a term

of 3 years
 the-init | ¢ 0 _

{2) A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the criginal appointment.”

Section 5. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-304. Officers -- meetings -- quorum -- compensation. {1} The committee shall choose a
shairman Dresiding officer from its members.

{(2) The committee shall meet at least epse—every—3—months four times a year and at suweh other

times as determined by the ehairman presiding officer or by a majority of the committee.

(3) Si¢ Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

(4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in
2-18-501 through 2-18-503. Members of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to

receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee.”
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-308. Program established -- purpose. (1) The committee shall establish and administer a
program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are handicapped
disabled.

{2) The purpose of the program is to:

{a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are
handieapped disabled; and

{b) provide a dual-party-relay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are
handicapped disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications

service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101."

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the
committee shall:

(1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program;

{2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be
maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program;

{3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are handicapped disabled and
would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment;

(4} provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants en-the-basisefaleanorlease

through [oan,

lease, cost sharing, of other methods that are determined appropriate by the committee;

(5) determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and
economically feasible for use by Montana’'s hardicapped disabled;

(6) purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale
manufacturers on a competitive basis;

(7) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the original manufacturer
provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment;

(8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the location, serial number, and telephone
number of each device;
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(9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security deposit for equipment at the

time of delivery;—whieh-depesit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned:
{10} make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued
participation in the program;
{11) provide a dual-party—relay telecommunications relay service system that—ffeasible: would be

available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and

3} adopt rules necessary to administer the program.”

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-308. Dual-party—relay Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The
committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and impiement a duatparty—relay

telecommunications relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee

shali require, under the terms of the contract, that:
(1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately;
{2) the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and
{3} the provider preserve the confidentiality of all telephone communications, except in instances

in which saeh the confidentiality would further a violation of the law.”

Section 9. Section 53-19-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-31Q. Fund for telecommunications services for the handisapped disabled. .(1) There is an
account for telecommunications services for the kardicapped disabled in the state special revenue fund in
the state treasury. The account consists of:

{a) all monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in
53-19-309; and

{b} all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-19-311.

(2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part,

(3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited

in the account.,”
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997,
2 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 207
INTRODUCED BY GRADY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING PROVISIONS OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON
THE COMMITTEE ON MONTANA TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-2212, 53-19-301, 53-18-302, 53-19-303, 53-19-304, 53-19-306, 53-19-307,
53-19-308, AND 53-19-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 2-15-2212, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-15-2212. Committee on telecommunications access services for the handisapped disabled --
composition -- allocation. {1) There is a committee on Montana telecommunications access services for the
handicapped disabled.

(2} The committee consists of 43 12 members appainted by the governor as follows:

(a} four members who are hardieapped disabled, two of whom must be deaf or hard-of-hearing;

(b} two members who are not handieapped disabled, one of whorm must be engaged in a business

other than a business in the telecommunications industry and one of whom must be a senior citizen;
{c) one member from the department of public health and human services;
(d) one member from the largest local exchange company in Montana;
(e) one member from an independent local exchange company;
{fi one member from an interLATA interexchange carrier; end
(g} one member from the public service commission;_and
{h) one member who is a licensed audiologist.
{3) The committee is allocated to the department of public health and human services for

administrative purposes only as provided in 2-156-121."

Section 2. Section 53-19-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-301. Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The legislature finds and declares that many
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Montana citizens are physically hardieapped disabled and are unable to use traditional telecommunicaticns
equipment and services without assistance. These citizens constitute a substantial and valuable resource
within the United States and the state of Montana, and this segment of our population needs access to
telecommunications services in order to function as contributing and productive members of our society.

(2) The legislature further finds and declares that the role of telecommunicatidns in our world today
is inestimable. Telecommunications is the primary vehicle of commerce and industry, the means to convey
and receive information and knowledge, and the way we connect with others on a personal as well as
business level. Telecommunications gives people independence and self-sufficiency, and it provides goods
and services, human contact, and fellowship.

{3) The legislature further finds that access to telecommunications services should be provided to

persons who are handieapped disabled not only for their own sake but for the benefit of society at large.

- Access to telecommunications services would enhance the business and personal lives of handicapped

disabled persons, and its availability to the handieapped disabled would be an investment of benefit to all
of Montana. |

(4) Consistent with the findings stated in subsections {1} through {3), the legislature finds it
appropriate to provide handieapped disabled persons access to telecommunications services by creating
a program to make specialized telecommunications equipment and services available to the hardicappad

disabled.”

Section 3. Section 53-19-302, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following
definitions apply: |

{1) "Committee” means the committee on telecommunications access services for the handicapped

disabled established in 2-15-2212.

+3}{2) "Handieapped Disabled” means the condition of a person who is bénd; deaf AND BLIND,

DEAF, hard-of-hearing, ar speech-impaired.

+4{3) "Local exchange company"” means a telecommunications company that provides telephone
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access lines por wireless service to members of the general public who are its customers.

B}44) "Program” means the program established in 53-19-306.

{63(5) "Specialized telecommunications equipment” means any telecommunications device that
enables or assists a person who is kandioapped disabled to communicate with others by means of the
conventional telephone network. The term includes but is not limited 1o telocommupications-davicasferthe
deatFBE} text telephones (TTY!, amplifiers, signaling devices, puff-blow devices, electronic artificial larynx
devices, and telebraille.

{6) "Telecommunications relay service" means a service that permits full and simultanecus

communication between those using specialized telecommunications equipment and those using

conventional telephone eguipment.

{7} “Telephone access line” means the telephone exchange access line or channel or_wireless

service that provides aceess-frem-tha-premises-eta the customer of a local exchange company with access

to the telecommunications network to effact the transfer of information.”

Section 4, Section 53-19-303, MCA, is amendsd to read:

"53-19-303. Term of office -- vacancies. (1) Each member of the committee shali serve for a term
of 3 years—e
E  theinitial (o .

{2} A vacancy on the committee must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.”

Section 6. Section 53-19-304, MCA, is amended to read:

"653-19-304. Officers -- mestings -- quorum -- compensation. {1) The committee shall choose a
ehairman presiding officer from its members.

{2} The committee shall meet at least eree-evory-3-menths four times a year and at sweh other
times as determined by the ehairman presiding officer or by a majority of the committee.

{3) Six Seven members of the committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

{4) All members of the committee are entitled to reimbursement of expenses as provided in
2-18-501 through 2-18-503, Mambers of the committee who are not state employees are also entitled to

receive compensation of $50 for each day that they are engaged in official business of the committee.”
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Section 6. Section 53-19-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-306. Program established -- purpose. {1} The committee shall establish and administer a
program to provide specialized telecommunications equipment and services to persons who are handicapped
disabled.

(2) The purpose of the program is to:

{a) furnish specialized telecommunications equipment to meet the needs of persons who are
kandieapped disabled; and

{b) provide a dual-party-relay telecommunications relay service system to connect persons who are
handieapped disabled with all phases of public telecommunications service, including telecommunications

service to emergency services and public safety agencies as defined in 10-4-101."

Section 7. Section 53-19-307, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-307. Provision of services. In administering the program established in 53-19-306, the
committes shall:

(1) develop an appropriate means test to determine eligibility for participation in the program;

(2) require that participants in the program be residents of Montana and that residency be
maintained as a condition of eligibility for continued participation in the program;

{3) require that participants provide satisfactory evidence that they are handisepped disabled and
would benefit from the use of specialized telecommunications equipment;

(4) provide specialized telecommunications equipment to participants enthe-besis-efaloan-orlease

pf through loan,

lease, cost sharing, or other methods that are determirnied appropriate by the committee:

(5} determine the type of specialized telecommunications equipment it considers necessary and
economically feasible for use by Montana’s hanrdicapped disabled;

(6} purchase or lease all specialized telecommunications equipment through bid by wholesale
manufacturers on a competitive basis;

{7) require, as a condition of each equipment purchase or lease, that the ariginal manufacturer
provide repair and maintenance service for new and returned equipment;

{8) maintain records of each item of equipment, including the locatian, serial number, and telephone
number of each device;
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(9) at the discretion of the committee, require an appropriate security depasit for equipment at the

time of delivery—whish-deposit that must be refunded without interest when the equipment is returned;
{10} make reasonable efforts to recover equipment from those who become ineligible for continued
participation in the program;
{11) provide a dual-parbyrelay lelecommunications relay service system that—-feasible; would be

available statewide for operation 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, including holidays; and

{13} adopt rules necessary to administer the program.”

Section 8. Section 53-19-308, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-308. Dualparty—relay Telecommunications relay service system -- requirements. The
committee shall contract with a qualified provider to design and implement a duekparty—relay
telecommunicationgs relay service system that fulfills the purpose described in 53-19-306. The committee
shall require, under the terms of the contract, that:

(1) the system relay all messages promptly and accurately;

(2} the system maintain the privacy of persons using the system; and

(3) the provider preserve the confidantiality of all telephone communications, except in instances

in which sueh the confidentiality would further a violation of the law."”

Section 9. Saction 53-138-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-19-310. Fund for telecommunications services for the handieapped disabled. ‘{ 1) There is an
account for telecommunications services for the hardieapped disabled in the state special revenue fund in
the state treasury. The account consists of:

(a) ali monetary contributions, gifts, and grants received by the committee as provided in
53-19-309; and

(b} all charges billed and collected pursuant to 53-18-311.

{2) The money in the account is allocated to the committee for purposes of implementing this part.

{3) All expenditures of the committee in administering this part must be paid from money deposited

in the account.”
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1997.

2 - -END-
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