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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DISSOLUTION OF A K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

5 IF CREATION OR CONTINUATION OF THE K-12 DISTRICT RESULTS IN THE LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING; 

6 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-701 AND 20-6-704, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 20-6-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "20-6-701. K-12 school districts required -- definition -- procedure for creation -- exception. (1) 

13 Except as provided in subsection (4), b•r the school fiseal year beginning July 1, 1 QQe, each elementary 

14 district with the same district boundaries as a high school district shall attach to the high school district for 

15 the purpose of establishing a K-12 school district. 

16 (2) For the purposes of this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, "K-12 school 

17 district" means a high school district with an elementary district that has been attached to the high school 

18 district under the procedures provided in this section, with the high school district remaining an organized 

19 district under the provisions of 20-6-101 and other provisions of law and the elementary district becoming 

20 an inactive district under the provisions of 20-6-101. 

21 (3) The attachment of an elementary district to a high school district to form a K-12 school district 

22 must be conducted under the following procedure: 

23 (a) The trustees of each district shall pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to 

24 order an attachment involving their districts. 

25 (bl When the county superintendent receives a resolution from each of the districts, the county 

26 superintendent shall, within 10 days after receipt of the last resolution, order the attachment of the 

27 elementary district to the high school district to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

28 Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board of 

29 county commissioners, the trustees of the districts included in the attachment order, and the superintendent 

30 of public instruction. 
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(4) This section does not apply to a school district receiving Puelio Law 91 974 federal funding if 

creation or continuation of a K-12 district would result has resulted in or will result in the loss of Puelie Law 

91 974 federal funding." 

Section 2. Section 20-6-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-704. Dissolution of K-12 school district. ( 1) In order to dissolve a K-12 district under the 

7 provisions of this section, the trustees of a district shall submit for approval to the electors of the K-12 

8 district shall approve a proposition dissolving the K-12 district~ 

9 @l for the purpose of annexing or consolidating the K-12 district's elementary or high school 

1 0 program with an adjacent school district or districts in an ensuing school fiscal year under the provisions 

11 of 20-6-203 through 20-6-208 or 20-6-31 5 through 20-6-319; or 

12 (b) if the trustees of the school district determine that the creation or continuation of the K-12 

13 district has resulted in or will result in the loss of federal funding for the elementary or high school programs 

14 and that it is in the best interest of the district to dissolve into the original elementary district and high 

15 school district that existed prior to the formation of the K-12 district. 

16 (2) If the entire territory of the dissolving K-12 district will be annexed or consolidated with an 

1 7 adjacent district or districts, the resolution or petition required in subsection ( 1) must contain a description 

18 of the manner in which the real and personal property and funds of the district are to be apportioned in the 

19 dissolution of the district and the subsequent annexation or consolidation with one or more other districts. 

20 If a portion of the dissolving K-12 district will not be annexed or consolidated with another district or 

21 districts and the resolution or petition sees not sontain a dossription of tho apportionment of tunas anEI 

22 property, the provisions of suesestion (41(s) must ea usoEI to Eloterrnine the Elisposition of property anEI 

23 f.tffia.s, the resolution or petition must contain a description of the manner in which the property, funds, and 

24 financial obligations, including bonded indebtedness, of the K-12 district are to be apportioned to the district 

2 5 or districts whose territory is not consolidated or annexed to another district. 

26 (3) After the county superintendent receives the certificate of election provided for in 20-20-416 

27 from the trustees of the K-12 district and from each district included in a consolidation proposition, the 

28 county superintendent shall determine whether the dissolution and annexation or consolidation proposition 

29 or propositions have been approved. If the K-1 2 district has approved the dissolution proposition and each 

30 district involved in a consolidation has approved the consolidation proposition, the county superintendent 
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shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the election certificate, order the dissolution of the K-12 district 

2 into the original elementary district and high school district, to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school 

3 fiscal year. Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the dissolution 

4 order to the board of county commissioners, the trustees of the district included in the dissolution order, 

5 and the superintendent of public instruction. 

6 (4) Whenever a K-12 district is dissolved f.ef-.t.fle purpose of annei(ing or oonsolidating tho high 

7 sohool or elementary program .,..,ith one or more other distriots, the following provisions apply: 

8 (a) Tho trustees of the K 12 elistriot are the trustees of the elistriot whose territory is not 

9 sonsolielated er annoirnel to one or more asjaoont sistriots upon dissolution of tho K 12 sistriot. 

1 O +et The trustees of the elementary district whose territory is not annexed or consolidated upon 

11 dissolution of the K-12 district are responsible for the execution of remaining financial obligations of the 

12 K-12 district, insluEling tuition and for the apportionment between the elementary and high school programs 

13 of any obligations not identified in the resolution required under subsection (2). 

14 !al Unless otherwise previeleel for in the proposition for dissolution of the K 12 distriot, all the 

15 tangible prn13erty, real anel personal, of tho K 12 elistriot ans all oash and resei-.iables remaining to tho sredit 

16 of the K 12 sistrist after pro·,iding for 13ayment of outstansing sebts, eiwept boneleel indebtesness, besonie 

17 the property of the distriet whose territory is net annelWB er sonselidated with one er more asjaoent 

18 elistriots. 

19 Mlli The provisions of 20-6-410 apply for tenure teachers in the dissolution of a K-12 district. 

20 fe).jg For purposes of applying the budget limitation provisions of 20-9-308, the budget of a K-12 

21 district during its last year of operations as a K-12 district will be prorated based on rules promulgated by 

22 the superintendent of public instruction." 

23 

24 NEW SECTION. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. (This act( is effective on passage and 

25 approval. 

26 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 206 

HB0206.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
EDUCATION 

INTRODUCED BY MCCANN, JERGESON, TOEWS, PECK, HOLLAND 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DISSOLUTION OF A K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

5 IF CREATION OR CONTINUATION OF THE K-12 DISTRICT RESULTS IN THE LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING; 

6 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-701 AND 20-6-704, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 20-6-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 2 "20-6-701. K-12 school districts required •· definition -· procedure for creation •· exception. ( 1) 

13 Except as provided in subsection (4), ey tl:lo sel:lool fioeal year eogiRRiR@ July 1, 1 QQli, each elementary 

14 district with the same district boundaries as a high school district shall attach to the high school district for 

15 the purpose of establishing a K-12 school district. 

16 (2) For the purposes of this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, "K-12 school 

17 district" means a high school district with an elementary district that has been attached to the high school 

18 district under the procedures provided in this section, with the high school district remaining an organized 

19 district under the provisions of 20-6-101 and o.ther provisions of law and the elementary district becoming 

20 an inactive district under the provisions of 20-6-101. 

21 (3) The attachment of an elementary district to a high school district to form a K-12 school district 

22 must be conducted under the following procedure: 

23 (a) The trustees of each district shall pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to 

24 order an attachment involving their districts. 

25 (b) When the county superintendent receives a resolution from each of the districts, the county 

26 superintendent shall, within 10 days after receipt of the last resolution, order the attachment of the 

27 elementary district to the high school district to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

28 Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board of 

29 county commissioners, the trustees of the districts included in the attachment order, and the superintendent 

30 of public instruction. 
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1 (4) This section does not apply to a school district receiving Pl:lelie La·,.,, 81 874 federal funding if 

2 creation or continuation of a K-12 district wel:llEl Fesl:llt has resulted in or will result in the loss of Pl:lelie Law 

3 81 874 federal funding." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-6-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 "20-6-704. Dissolution of K-12 school district. (1) ffl EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), 

7 IN order to dissolve a K-12 district under the provisions of this section, the trustees of a district shall submit 

8 for approval to the electors of the K-12 district sl1all appFeYe a proposition dissolving the K-12 district± 

9 :lfil for the purpose of annexing or consolidating the K-12 district's elementary or high school 

1 O program with an adjacent school district or districts in an ensuing school fiscal year under the provisions 

11 of 20-6-203 through 20-6-208 or 20-6-315 through 20-6-319: eF. 

12 fhl---# (2) IF the trustees of the school district determine that the creation or continuation of the 

13 K-12 district has resulted in or will result in the loss of federal funding for the elementary or high school 

14 programs and that it is in the best interest of the district to dissolve into the original elementary district and 

15 high school district that existed prior to the formation of the K-12 district. THE TRUSTEES MAY DISSOLVE 

16 THE DISTRICT UNDER THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE: 

17 (A) THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL PASS A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY 

18 SUPERINTENDENT TO ORDER A DISSOLUTION OF THE DISTRICT. 

19 (8) WHEN THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT RECEIVES THE RESOLUTION FROM THE DISTRICT, 

20 THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT SHALL. WITHIN 10 DAYS, ORDER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE K-12 

21 DISTRICT INTO THE ORIGINAL ELEMENTARY DISTRICT AND HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO TAKE EFFECT 

22 ON JULY 1 OF THE ENSUING SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE ORDER. THE COUNTY 

23 SUPERINTENDENT SHALL SEND A COPY OF THE ORDER TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

24 THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT, AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

25 ~.Ql If the entire territory of the dissolving K-12 district will be annexed or consolidated with an 

26 adjacent district or districts, the resolution or petition required in subsection ( 1) OR (2) must contain a 

27 description of the manner in which the real and personal property and funds of the district are to be 

28 apportioned in the dissolution of the district and the subsequent annexation or consolidation with one or 

29 more other districts. If a portion of the dissolving K-12 district will not be annexed or consolidated with 

30 another district or districts anEl tAe FBGBll:ltien eF petitien Elees net eentain a EleseFiptien ef tAe 
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ai;iporti0RffiORt of fURBS aRB pFBpBFt'y1 , tho provisioRS of sul3soetioR (1 ){el ffiUSt BO US0B to aoteFffiiRe the 

2 aisi;iositioR of property aRa fuRas, the resolution or petition must contain a description of the manner in 

3 which the property, funds, and financial obligations, including bonded indebtedness, of the K-12 district 

4 are to be apportioned to the district or districts whose territory is not consolidated or annexed to another 

5 district. 

6 fd+lli After the county superintendent receives the certificate of election provided for in 20-20-416 

7 from the trustees of the K- 12 district and from each district included in a consolidation proposition, the 

8 county superintendent shall determine whether the dissolution and annexation or consolidation proposition 

9 or propositions have been approved. If the K-12 district has approved the dissolution proposition and each 

10 district involved in a consolidation has approved the consolidation proposition, the county superintendent 

11 shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the election certificate, order the dissolution of the K-12 district 

12 into the original elementary district and high school district, to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school 

13 fiscal year. Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the dissolution 

14 order to the board of county commissioners, the trustees of the district included in the dissolution order, 

15 and the superintendent of public instruction. 

16 t4+ifil Whenever a K-12 district is dissolved for the purpose of aRReniRg er ooRsoliaatiRg the high 

17 seheel er eloffieAtery prograffi with oRe or ffiore ether aistriots, the following provisions apply: 

18 (a) Tho trustees of tho K 12 aistriot are tho trustees of tho aistriot whose territory is Rot 

19 eoRsolidated or aRA011ea to ORO or ffiore adjaooRt distriots upoR dissolutioR of tho K 12 distriot. 

20 AA The trustees of the elementary district whose territory is not annexed or consolidated upon 

21 dissolution of the K-12 district are responsible for the execution of remaining financial obligations of the 

22 K-12 district, iRoludiAg tuitieA and for the apportionment between the elementary and high school programs 

23 of any obligations not identified in the resolution required under subsection@ (3). 

24 lel 6'Rloss otherwise pro..,ided for iA the prepesitioR fer disselutioR of tho K 12 Elistriot, all the 

25 tangil31e property, real aREI perseAal, ef the K 12 aistriet aREI all eash aAEI resei•,al31es reffiaining te the ereelit 

26 of the K 12 aistrist after proviaing for payffient of outstanaiAg easts, 0I1oept 13oRaoa iReo13teeRess, 13eooffio 

27 the preport'y' of tAo eistriet ,...,hose territory is Rot aRA0I1ee or ooRsolieatoe with one or ffioro aejaooRt 

28 aistriots. 

29 fetill The provisions of 20-6-410 apply for tenure teachers in the dissolution of a K-12 district. 

30 ~191. For purposes of applying the budget limitation provisions of 20-9-308, the budget of a K-12 
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1 district during its last year of operations as a K-12 district will be prorated based on rules promulgated by 

2 the superintendent of public instruction." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and 

5 approval. 

6 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 206 

INTRODUCED BY MCCANN, JERGESON, TOEWS, PECK, HOLLAND 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DISSOLUTION OF A K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

5 IF CREATION OR CONTINUATION OF THE K-12 DISTRICT RESULTS IN THE LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING; 

6 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-701 AND 20-6-704, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 20-6-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 2 "20-6-701 . K-12 school districts required -- definition -- procedure for creation -- exception. ( 1 ) 

13 Except as provided in subsection (4), B')' lhe eohoel fie eel year eegiAAiAg J1:1ly 1, 1996, each elementary 

14 district with the same district boundaries as a high school district shall attach to the high school district for 

15 the purpose of establishing a K-12 school district. 

16 (2) For the purposes of this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, "K-12 school 

1 7 district" means a high school district with an elementary district that has been attached to the high school 

18 district under the procedures provided in this section, with the high school district remaining an organized 

19 district under the provisions of 20-6-101 and other provisions of law and the elementary district becoming 

20 an inactive district under the provisions of 20-6-101. 

21 (3) The attachment of an elementary district to a high school district to form a K-12 school district 

22 must be conducted under the following procedure: 

23 (a) The trustees of each district shall pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to 

24 order an attachment involving their districts. 

25 (bl When the county superintendent receives a resolution from each of the districts, the county 

26 superintendent shall, within 10 days after receipt of the last resolution, order the attachment of the 

27 elementary district to the high school district to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

28 Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board of 

29 county commissioners, the trustees of the districts included in the attachment order, and the superintendent 

30 of public instruction. 

. 1 . 
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(4) This section does not apply to a school district receiving P1:1elie baw 81 874 federal funding if 

2 creation or continuation of a K-12 district we1:1ld Fee1:1lt has resulted in or will result in the loss of P1:1elie ba,..,, 

3 81 874 federal funding." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-6-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 "20-6-704. Dissolution of K-12 school district. (1) Jt:t EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), 

7 IN order to dissolve a K-12 district under the provisions of this section, the trustees of a district shall submit 

8 for approval to the electors of the K-12 district shell appFe¥e a proposition dissolving the K-12 district± 

9 f!!± for the purpose of annexing or consolidating the K- 1 2 district's elementary or high school 

1 O program with an adjacent school district or districts in an ensuing school fiscal year under the provisions 

11 of 20-6-203 through 20-6-208 or 20-6-315 through 20-6-319: e,. 

1 2 tet--:if (2) IF the trustees of the school district determine that the creation or continuation of the 

1 3 K-12 district has resulted in or will result in the loss of federal funding for the elementary or high school 

14 programs and that it is in the best interest of the district to dissolve into the original elementary district and 

15 high school district that existed prior to the formation of the K-12 district, THE TRUSTEES MAY DISSOLVE 

16 THE DISTRICT UNDER THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE: 

17 (Al THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL PASS A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY 

18 SUPERINTENDENT TO ORDER A DISSOLUTION OF THE DISTRICT. 

19 IB) WHEN THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT RECEIVES THE RESOLUTION FROM THE DISTRICT. 

20 THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT SHALL, WITHIN 10 DAYS, ORDER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE K-12 

21 DISTRICT INTO THE ORIGINAL ELEMENTARY DISTRICT AND HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO TAKE EFFECT 

22 ON JULY 1 OF THE ENSUING SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE ORDER, THE COUNTY 

23 SUPERINTENDENT SHALL SEND A COPY OF THE ORDER TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

24 THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT, AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

25 ~ill If the entire territory of the dissolving K-12 district will be annexed or consolidated with an 

26 adjacent district or districts, the resolution or petition required in subsection ( 11 OR 12) must contain a 

2 7 description of the manner in which the real and personal property and funds of the district are to be 

28 apportioned in the dissolution of the district and the subsequent annexation or consolidation with one or 

29 more other districts. If a portion of the dissolving K-12 district will not be annexed or consolidated with 

30 another district or districts aAd the reeel1:1tien e, petitieA dees Aet eeAtaiA a deseriptieA ef the 
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a~portioAA10At ef tuAEIB eAS fJFeport>(, the f)rovisieRs ef suBseetioA (4Hel FfH:tet Be uses to SoterFRine 1:he 

2 eispesitieR ef prspert,· ORS fl:mee. the resolution or petition must contain a description of the manner in 

3 which the property, funds, and financial obligations, including bonded indebtedness, of the K-12 district 

4 are to be apportioned to the district or districts whose territory is not consolidated or annexed to another 

5 district. 

6 ~ill After the county superintendent receives the certificate of election provided for in 20-20-416 

7 from the trustees of the K-12 district and from each district included in a consolidation proposition, the 

B county superintendent shall determine whether the dissolution and annexation or consolidation proposition 

9 or propositions have been approved. If the K-12 district has approved the dissolution proposition and each 

1 O district involved in a consolidation has approved the consolidation proposition, the county superintendent 

1 1 shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the election certificate, order the dissolution of the K- 12 ~istrict 

1 2 into the original elementary district and high school district, to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school 

13 fiscal year. Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the dissolution 

14 order to the board of county commissioners, the trustees of the district included in the dissolution order, 

15 and the superintendent of public instruction. 

16 +4-+ifil. Whenever a K-12 district is dissolved for 010 p1:1rpese ef anne11in€1 er eanselieating ti'le RigR 

17 seheel er eleA'lentary pregraFA ,, it A eno er A'IOFB eti'lor eietrieto, the following provisions apply: 

18 (al Ti'lo tr1:1stees ef the K 12 Elistriot are tho tr1:1atees ef the Elietriet wl:leso territery is Ret 

19 aonaelielateEi or anAe110S ta BAB er fflere aSjaoeAt Bis1:riets UflBR etiooelutieR of tRe K 1 2 Sistriot. 

20 AA The trustees of tho elementary district whose territory is not annexed or consolidated upon 

21 dissolution of the K-1 2 district are responsible for the execution of remaining financial obligations of the 

22 K-12 district, inel1:1SiA€1 t1:1itioR ond for tho apportionment between the elementary and high school programs 

23 of any obligations not identified in the resolution required under subsection@ {3). 

24 (o} URlaes 01:herwise pre, idea for iR t:he pFof)eeitieA ter cHsseh:1tioA ef tho K 12 etio:t:riet., all the 

25 tangiBle flFBporty, real ane ~oreonal, of 1:he K 12 eUetriet ans all eaaR aAEI reoei>w«ables reFflaiAiAg ta ll=le o,edit 

26 of the I( 12 Eii&Hiet after f:IFBtw•iElin11 ier pa1;A10At ef 01:11:staAdiAg Bebts, eM:ee~t BoAEioEI iAdelateBness, beeeA1e 

27 the J)Fopert,,• of tl=le Eiiotriet J1Aeoe torritery is Rot anneHeB er eenoolidatet:1 ,,,itl=I ene er FF1ere adjaeeAt 

28 dist,iets. 

29 feti!ll The provisions of 20-6-41 O apply for tenure teachers in the dissolution of a K-12 district. 

30 4et1fl. For purposes of applying the budget limitation provisions of 20-9-308, the budget of a K-12 
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district during its last year of operations as a K-1 2 district will be prorated based on rules promulgated by 

2 the superintendent of public instruction." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and 

5 approval. 

6 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 206 

HB0206.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

INTRODUCED BY MCCANN, JERGESON, TOEWS, PECK, HOLLAND 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DISSOLUTION OF A K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

5 IF CREATION OR CONTINUATION OF THE K-12 DISTRICT RESULTS IN THE LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING; 

6 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-701 AND 20-6-704, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 20-6-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "20-6-701. K-12 school districts required -- definition -- procedure for creation -- exception. (1) 

13 Except as provided in subsection (41, ev 1t:ie eet:ieol #ieeel yeer eegiAAiA!I J1:1ly 1, 1991i, each elementary 

14 district with the same district boundaries as a high school district shall attach to the high school district for 

15 the purpose of establishing a K-12 school district. 

16 (2) For the purposes of this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, "K-12 school 

17 district" means a high school district with an elementary district that has been attached to the high school 

18 district under the procedures provided in this section, with the high school district remaining an organized 

19 district under the provisions of 20-6-101 and o.ther provisions of law and the elementary district becoming 

20 an inactive district under the provisions of 20-6-101 . 

21 (3) The attachment of an elementary district to a high school district to form a K-12 school district 

22 must be conducted under the following procedure: 

23 (a) The trustees of each district shall pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to 

24 order an attachment involving their districts. 

25 lb) When the county superintendent receives a resolution from each of the districts, the county 

26 superintendent shall, within 10 days after receipt of the last resolution, order the attachment of the 

27 elementary district to the high school district to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

28 Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board of 

29 county commissioners, the trustees of the districts included in the attachment order, and the superintendent 

30 of public instruction. 
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(4) This section does not apply to a school district receiving Puelie baw 81 874 federal funding if 

2 creation or continuation of a K-12 district weula result has resulted in or will result in the loss of Puelie baw 

3 81 874 federal funding." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-6-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 "20-6-704. Dissolution of K-12 school district. ( 1 I~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), 

7 lli. order to dissolve a K-12 district under the provisions of this section, the trustees of a district shall submit 

a for approval to the electors of the K-12 district el=iall BJ:IJ:IFB~·e a proposition dissolving the K-12 district± 

9 f!l: for the purpose of annexing or consolidating the K-12 district's elementary or high school 

1 O program with an adjacent school district or districts in an ensuing school fiscal year under the provisions 

11 of 20-6-203 through 20-6-208 or 20-6-315 through 20-6-319: er. 

12 fet:::::±! (2) IF the trustees of the school district determine that the creation or continuation of the 

13 K-12 district has resulted in or will result in the loss of federal funding for the elementary or high school 

14 programs and that it is in the best interest of the district to dissolve into the original elementary district and 

15 high school district that existed prior to the formation of the K-12 district. THE TRUSTEES MAY DISSOLVE 

16 THE DISTRICT UNDER THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE: 

17 (A) THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL PASS A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY 

18 SUPERINTENDENT TO ORDER A DISSOLUTION OF THE DISTRICT. 

19 (Bl WHEN THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT RECEIVES THE RESOLUTION FROM THE DISTRICT, 

20 THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT SHALL. WITHIN 10 DAYS, ORDER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE K-12 

21 DISTRICT INTO THE ORIGINAL ELEMENTARY DISTRICT AND HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT. TO TAKE EFFECT 

22 ON JULY 1 OF THE ENSUING SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE ORDER, THE COUNTY 

23 SUPERINTENDENT SHALL SEND A COPY OF THE ORDER TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

24 THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT, AND THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

25 ~ill If the entire territory of the dissolving K-12 district will be annexed or consolidated with an 

26 adjacent district or districts, the resolution or petition required in subsection ( 1) OR (2) must contain a 

27 description of the manner in which the real and personal property and funds of the district are to be 

28 apportioned in the dissolution of the district and the subsequent annexation or consolidation with one or 

29 more other districts. If a portion of the dissolving K-12 district will not be annexed or consolidated with 

30 another district or districts eRS tRo FoeolutieA er J3eti1ioA Sees Rat eontaiA a Eleeeript:ieA ef lt:le 
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appertieAFRont ef f1::1nde aAel pFe13erw, tl=le ~re ,ioiens ef Sl:180001:ien (4Ho, FfH::1st Be c1oeB te BotorFRine the 

2 EiispesitieR ef J;IFBJ;larty aRS h1REio 1 the resolution or petition must contain a description of the manner In 

3 which the property. funds, and financial obligations, including bonded indebtedness, of the K-12 district 

4 are to be apportioned to the district or districts whose territory is not consolidated or annexed to another 

5 district. 

6 ~ill After the county superintendent receives the certificate of election provided for in 20-20-416 

7 from the trustees of the K-12 district and from each district included in a consolidation proposition, the 

8 county superintendent shall determine whether the dissolution and annexation or consolidation proposition 

9 or propositions have been approved. If the K-12 district has approved the dissolution proposition and each 

1 O district involved in a consolidation has approved the consolidation proposition, the county superintendent 

1 1 shall, within 1 O days a~er the receipt of the election certificate, order the dissolution of the K-12 ?istrict 

1 2 into the original elementary district and high school district, to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school 

13 fiscal year. Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the dissolution 

14 order to the board of county commissioners, the trustees of the district included in the dissolution order, 

15 and the superintendent of public instruction. 

16 +4,tifil. Whenever a K-12 district is dissolved fer 1he J;1urpeoe ef aAA&lltiAg er eeAoeliEiatiRg the high 

17 soReel er ele~entery JiFBfJFBFR ,, ilR oAa or FR ere 01:Aor dietrie1:e, the following provisions apply: 

18 (a) The 1r1:Jeteee ef tRe K 12 elielriet are tl=le 1r1:i1eteee ef t:Re elietriot ,.,,Aooe t:eFFitorv is not 

19 09RB81iEiated er BAABHOB ta ORO er FRBFO eBjaeeRt Bistriots l:lfJOA disseh:ttien ef tAe K 12 distriet. 

20 AA The trustees of the elementary district whose territory is not annexed or consolidated upon 

21 dissolution of the K-1 2 district are responsible for the execution of remaining financial obligations of the 

22 K-1 2 district, iRaluEiiRg tuitieR and for the apportionment between the elementary and high school programs 

23 of any obligations not identified in the resolution required under subsection W (3). 

24 lo) ldnleee ethen\liee J31rei.-ideS fer in tAe ,=1re~ooitieA ior SieeelutieA of tRe K 1 ~ Siotriet, all the 

25 tangible pre1=1er=fy, reel ans peFeeRal, ef tAe K 12 eliotriot BR& all eeoR ans reeeivaBleo reFRaining ta the ereEJit 

26 of tRe K 12 &iGtriet ahor pro1wridin£1 tor pay~ent of 01:.1tstan8iRg BeBte, eKoopt BeR8e9 inelebtedness, 8000R=10 

27 tAe preperty of tho elietriet wAeoe tenitery is net annoKoB er ooneeliOatoB •Nith one or FRore a9jaoont 

28 Eiiatriets. 

29 t&ti!ll The provisions of 20-6-410 apply for tenure teachers in the dissolution of a K- 12 district. 

30 iet1£1 For purposes of applying the budget limitation provisions of 20-9-308, the budget of a K-12 
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district during its last year of operations as a K- 12 district will be prorated based on rules promulgated by 

2 the superintendent of public instruction." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This act} is effective on passage and 

5 approval. 

6 -ENO-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 206 

INTRODUCED BY MCCANN, JERGESON, TOEWS, PECK, HOLLAND 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR DISSOLUTION OF A K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT 

5 IF CREATION OR CONTINUATION OF THE K-12 DISTRICT RESULTS IN THE LOSS OF FEDERAL FUNDING; 

6 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-701 AND 20-6-704, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 20-6-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "20-6-701. K-12 1chool dl1trict1 required•· definition•· procedure for creation•· exception. (11 

13 Except as provided in subsection (41, B'f \Fie oei'leel lioeel fHr e119iF1F1in9 cl1otl"t' 1, 1 QQii, each elementary 

14 district with the same district boundaries as a high school district shall attach to the high school district tor 

15 the purpose of establishing a K-12 school district . 

. 16 (2) For the purposes of this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, "K-12 school 

1 7 district" means a high school district with an elementary district that has been attached to the high school 

18 district under the procedures provided in this section, with the high school district remaining an organized 

1 9 district under the provisions of 20-6- 101 and other provisions of law and the elementary district becoming 

20 an inactive district under the provisions of 20-6-101. 

21 (3) The attachment of an elementary district to a high school district to form a K-12 school district 

22 must be conducted under the following procedure: 

23 (al The trustees of each district shall pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to 

24 order an attachment involving their districts. 

25 (b) When the county superintendent receives a resolution from each of the districts, the county 

26 superintendent shall, within 10 days after receipt of the last resolution, order the attachment of the 

27 elementary district to the high school district to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

28 Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board of 

29 county commissioners, the trustees of the districts included in the attachment order, and the superintendent 

30 of public instruction. 
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14) This section does not apply to a school district receiving P1:1blie La•v 81 874 federal funding if 

2 creation or continuation of a K-12 district we1:1ld res1:1lt has resulted in or will result in the loss of F'1:1blie Law 

3 81 874 federal funding." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-6-704, MCA, Is amended to read: 

6 "20-6-704. Disaolution of K-12 school district. 11) Ht EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), 

7 IN order to dissolve a K-12 district under the provisions of this section, the trustees of a district shall submit 

8 for approval to the electors of the K-1 2 district el::ioll apprei;e a proposition dissolving the K· 12 district:t 

9 !:ti for the purpose of annexing or consolidating the K-12 district's elementary or high school 

1 O program with an adjacent school district or districts in an ensuing school fiscal year under the provisions 

11 of 20-6-203 through 20-6-208 or 20-6-315 through 20-6-319±:::if,, 

12 fet:::::if (21 IF the trustees of the school district determine that the creation or continuation of the 

13 K-12 district has resulted in or will result in the loss of federal funding for the elementary or high school 

14 programs and that it is in the best interest of the district to dissolve into the original elementary district and 

15 high school district that existed prior to the formation of the K-12 district. THE TRUSTEES MAY DISSOLVE 

16 THE DISTRICT UNDER THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE: 

17 (Al THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT SHALL PASS A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY 

18 SUPERINTENDENT TO ORDER A DISSOLUTION OF THE DISTRICT. 

19 (Bl WHEN THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT RECEIVES THE RESOLUTION FROM THE DISTRICT, 

20 THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT SHALL WITHIN 10 DAYS. ORDER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE K-12 

21 DISTRICT INTO THE ORIGINAL ELEMENTARY DISTRICT ANO HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO TAKE EFFECT 

22 ON JULY 1 OF THE ENSUING SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR. WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE ORDER. THE COUNTY 

23 SUPERINTENDENT SHALL SEND A COPY OF THE ORDER TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

24 THE TRUSTEES OF THE DISTRICT. ANO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

25 ~ill If the entire territory of the dissolving K-12 district will be annexed or consolidated with an 

26 adjacent district or districts, the resolution or petition required in subsection (1) 2fl.m must contain a 

27 description of the manner in which the real and personal property and funds of the district are to be 

28 apportioned in the dissolution of the district and the subsequent annexation or consolidation with one or 

29 more other districts. If a portion of the dissolving K-12 district will not be annexed or consolidated with 

30 another district or districts end lhe reeelt11tieR er 1=1etitieA Sees ADt eeAf&iA a dooeriJ:JEieA ef the 
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apJ3erlien~ent ef furnls anS 13F0J3er1•~. lRe J:IFS 1w'isions ef swBseetion 111(el FRUGt Be used te deterr=r:,1ne the 

2 dis13os1t1en ef 13re13erty and ft:1nee, the resolution or petition must contain a description of the manner in 

3 which the property, funds, and financial obligations, including bonded indebtedness, of the K-1 2 district 

4 are to be apportioned to the district or districts whose territory is not consolidated or annexed to another 

5 district. 

6 t61-ill After the county superintendent receives the certificate of election provided for In 20-20-416 

7 from the trustees of the K-12 district and from each district included in a consolidation proposition, the 

8 county superintendent shall determine whether the dissolution and annexation or consolidation proposition 

9 or propositions have been approved. If the K-12 district has approved the dissolution proposition and each 

1 0 district involved in a consolidation has approved the consolidation proposition, the county supanntendent 

11 shall, within 1 0 days after the receipt of the election certificate, order the dissolution of the K-12 district 

12 into the original elementary district and high school district, to take effect on July 1 of the ensuing school 

13 fiscal year. Within 30 days of the order, the county superintendent shall send a copy of the dissolution 

14 order to the board of county commissioners, the trustees of the district included in the dissolution order. 

15 and the superintendent of public instruction. 

16 44,tifil Whenever a K-12 district is dissolved fer tl:le 111:1r11aae ef enne1ting er eenoelidating tRe RigR 

1 7 eeReol er elefRentarv ~regraFR o itR SA& or ffiere ether elietriete, the following provisions apply: 

18 (a) Tho ouateee ef tFle K 12 Siatriet are tt<le oua,eee ef tRe Siefriet •A•heee teFFiter,, rn not 

19 eeneoliBet:oS er anAoHoS te BAO er ~ore e8jaeent eliet:,iete u~eA elieeelutieA ef tRe K 12 Sistr:iet. 

20 +et The trustees of the elementary district whose territory is not annexed or consolidated upon 

21 dissolution of the K-12 district are responsible for the execution of remaining financial obligations of the 

22 K-12 district, inel'd&iR!I t1,1itien and for the apportionmem between the elementary and high school programs 

23 of any obligations not identified in the resolution regu1red under subsection@ (3). 

24 (el UAleee etRer•1•iee J:IF8•• iEJeS tar iA the ~re~eeitieR fer Sieaol1c1tioA ei the I( 1 2 eJiotriot, all the 

25 tangiBle f:lF8f:lBR¥, reel aAd t)Breenel, ef tRe t( 12 SietFiet ORS ell eaaR eAS roeeiuel3Iee roFRoiAing te the ereSit 

26 of the K 12 E1isuiet after f>FO•,.idiAI for f38'pFRORt e~ 01c1tst:OAeting Seine, eMeBJ:lt Bo Reta& iAdolnodAess, BooaFRe 

27 the pref:)en., ef the ehetFiet \Yhoee tor:ritery ie not OAABMBS er eonoolidateet 1Jith oAe or FRore aSjaeoAt 

28 eJisuiels, 

29 AAJ..Ql The provisions of 20-6-410 apply for tenure teachers in the dissolution of a K-12 district. 

30 ~1£1 For purposes of applying the budget limitation provisions of 20-9-308, the budget of a K-12 
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district during its last year of operations as a K-12 district will be prorated based on rules promulgated by 

2 the superintendent of public instruction." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. {standard} Effective data. [This act) is effective on passage and 

5 approval. 

6 -END-
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