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DRILLS; CHANGING "FIRE DRILLS" TO "DISASTER DRILLS'; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IDENTIFY 

LOCAL HAZARDS AND TO DESIGN APPROPRIATE DRILLS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN CERTAIN SEISMIC ZONES ESTABLISH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY PLANS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-401, 20-1-402, 20-1 404, AND 20-1-407, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

20-1-403, 20-1-406, AND 20-7-1101, MCA." 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 
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Section 1. Section 20-1-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-401. Hre Disaster drills to be conducted regularly -- districts to identify disaster risks. ill 

As used in this part, ''disaster" has the same meaning as in 10-3-103. Fire 8J1it Disaster drills SRil+I must 

be conducted regularly in accordance with me- applioatJle pro11isions et tho felle·,,ing soetions this part. 

{2) A board of trustees shall identify the local hazards that exist within the boundaries of its school 

district and design drills to address those hazards." 

Section 2. Section 20-1-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-402. Number of fife disaster drills required - a'>'oidiAg se•~ere eeld weather time of drills to 

vary. There Sf!all must be at least eight fire O><it disaster drills a year in sshoels a school. At least four of 

the drills must be fire exit drills. In slif!'lates whore the weather is se~·ore suring the ·,•.-inter ffientl=is, weekl·r 

srills should be hole at tl=ie tJoginning ef the school term to eoAlplete the required nuAloer et drills befere 

oela weather so as not to endanger tho flealth et the pupil:;-, Drills must be held at different hours of the 

day or evening to avoid distinction between drills and actual disasters." 

28 Section 3. Section 20-1-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "20-1-404. Drill to sound on fife disaster alarm system -- recall signal to be distinct -- control of 

30 signal. All fire eait (1) If a disaster drill is signaled with an alarm the alarms shall alarm must be sounded 
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1 on the fife disaster alarm system and not on the signal system used to dismiss classes. 

2 12) The recall signal must be separate and distinct from any other signal. The recall signal may be 

3 given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is electrical. the push buttons or other 

4 controls must be kept under lock and the key kept in the possession of the principal or some other 

5 designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a disaster. Regardless of the method 

6 of recall, the means of giving the signal must be kept under lock." 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 20-1-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "20-1-407. Inspection of exits -- cooperation with tiFe depaFtmeRt local authorities in drills. It Sflal+ 

1 O ee i.§. the duty of the school authorities to inspect all exit facilities periodically, in order to make sure that 

11 all stairways, doors, and other exits are in proper condition,....aRe. School authorities shall cooperate with 

12 the local fire department at1th0Fities and the local disaster and emergency services authorities in conducting 

13 fife disaster drills." 

14 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 20-1-403, 20-1-406, and 20-7-1101, MCA, are 

1 6 repealed. 

17 -END-
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2 INTRODUCED BY .4.~~~~::_4,,t.~Ul:.id..4,-.bt.~E&:u2~~___r::,;::_~::_,-,,--,.,µ..~fLUM:!J.-

3 ~1a.1N-i' 
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT E REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO SCHOOL FIRE 

5 DRILLS; CHANGING "FIRE DRILLS" TO" DISASTER DRILLS"; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IDENTIFY 

6 LOCAL HAZARDS AND TO DESIGN APPROPRIATE DRILLS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

7 SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN CERTAIN SEISMIC ZONES ESTABLISH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY PLANS; 

B AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-401, 20-1-402, 20-1-404, AND 20-1-407, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

9 20-1-403, 20-1-406, AND 20-7-1101, MCA." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 20-1-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "20-1-401. Fi,e Disaster drills to be conducted regularly -- districts to identify disaster risks. ill 

15 As used in this part. "disaster" has the same meaning as in 10-3-103. i::iFe e11it Disaster drills sl=!aH must 

16 be conducted regularly in accordance with the a,:i,:ilieaele f!Fe•,ieieRe ef the fellewiR!I seetieRe this part. 

17 ( 2) A board of trustees shall identify the local hazards that exist within the boundaries of its school 

18 district and design drills to address those hazards." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 20-1-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "20-1-402. Number of fife disaster drills required -- a'i'ailliAg ee'tere eeld 'Neather time of drills to 

22 ~- There sl=!aH must be at least eight fiFe e11it disaster drills a year in eeheele a school. At least four of 

23 the drills must be fire exit drills. IA eliFAatee wheFe the weather is se11ere el1c1riR!I tl=le wiRter FAORtl=ls, weel~ly 

24 elrille si=le1c1IEl ee i=leld at ti=le eegiRRiR!I of ti=le eel=leel teFFA to aeFRploto tl=le Fe4:11c1iFeel RldFABeF ef elrills aofere 

25 eelel weatl=lor se ae Rot te eRelaRgor ti=le l=loalti=I of ti=lo flldfiils. Drills must be held at different hours of the 

26 day or evening to avoid distinction between drills and actual disasters." 

27 

28 Section 3. Section 20-1-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "20-1-404. Drill to sound on fife disaster alarm system -- recall signal to be distinct -- control of 

30 signal. All fire e11it { 1) If a disaster drill is signaled with an alarm. the aloFFRB ei=lall alarm must be sounded 
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on the ~ disaster alarm system and not on the signal system used to dismiss classes. 

(2) The recall signal must be separate and distinct from any other signal. The recall signal may be 

given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is electrical, the push buttons or other 

controls must be kept under lock and the key kept in the possession of the principal or some other 

designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a disaster. Regardless of the method 

of recall, the means of giving the signal must be kept under lock." 

8 Section 4. Section 20-1-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "20-1-407. Inspection of exits -- cooperation with ti,a department local authorities in drills. It &ffall 

1 O eel! the duty of the school authorities to inspect all exit facilities periodically, in order to make sure that 

11 all stairways, doors, and other exits are in proper condition,-&fl&. School authorities shall cooperate with 

1 2 the local fire department au~heFi~ies and the local disaster and emergency services authorities in conducting 

13 ~ disaster drills." 

14 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 20-1-403, 20-1-406, and 20-7-1101, MCA, are 

16 repealed. 

17 -END-
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1 

2 INTRODUCED BY .4~~~~:__..J...~W~4-.bt1£.:fd!:2..~~::....J~~=-=-:---..,,.,:~Jl(,l!..~ 

3 ~1it1'N-f' 
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT E REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO SCHOOL FIRE 

5 DRILLS; CHANGING "FIRE DRILLS" TO "DISASTER DRILLS"; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IDENTIFY 

6 LOCAL HAZARDS AND TO DESIGN APPROPRIATE DRILLS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

7 SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN CERTAIN SEISMIC ZONES ESTABLISH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY PLANS; 

8 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-401, 20-1-402, 20-1-404, AND 20-1-407, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

9 20-1-403, 20-1-406, AND 20-7-1101, MCA." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

1 3 Section 1. Section 20-1-401 , MCA, is amended to read: 

14 • 20-1-401 . · FiM Disaster drill• to be conducted regularly •· districts to identify disaster risks. ill 

15 As used in this part, "disaster" has the same meaning as in 10-3-103. rife e11it Disaster drills~ !!l!J.fil 

16 be conducted regularly in accordance with the a1111lieal!le 19fe,1ieiene ef tile felle"Ning seatiene this part. 

1 7 [2) A board of trustees shall identify the local hazards that exist within the boundaries of its school 

18 district and design drills to address those hazards." 

19 

20 Section 2. Section 20-1-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "20-1-402. Number of fi,e dl1uter drills required •· ■"aldin1 11Her11 aeld 'Ne■lher time of drills to 

22 .l!.!Dl· There eA&il must be at least eight fife e11it disaster drills a year in aaheela a school. At least four of 

23 the drills must be fire exit drills. IR eliFRatee \Yhore 1:he weatRer ie eo1, 1ere Suri Ag the "in:t:or ff'!Onlhs, weekly 

24 Eirille ahel::jh_. Be Rel& at the BagiRAing of t:Re eel=leel torFA te e&FRJll&t:o the rOQldireEI AUR=lber ef tiFills Detore 

25 eeli weatllef ae aa net te eniant,ef tile heeltll ef tile 11u11ila. Drills must be held at different hours of the 

26 day or evening to avoid distinction between drills and actual disasters." 

27 

28 Section 3. Section 20-1-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "20-1-404. Drill to sound on fiN diaaster alarm system•· recall signal to be distinct•· control of 

30 signal. ,'\II lire e11it (1) If a disaster drill is signaled with an alarm, the el8fA'tB &Rall alarm must be sounded 
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1 on the ~ disaster alarm system and not on the signal system used to dismiss classes. 

2 (2) The recall signal must be separate and distinct from any other signal. The recall signal may be 

3 given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is electrical, the push buttons or other 

4 controls must be kept under lock and the key kept in the possession of the principal or some other 

5 designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a disaster. Regardless of the method 

6 of recall, the means of giving the signal must be kept under lock." 

7 

8 Section 4. Section 20-1-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "20-1-407. Inspection of exita -· cooperation with fba ••11■AR1■111 local authoritiea in drills. It &NU 

10 ee il the duty of the school authorities to inspect all exit facilities periodically7 in order to make sure that 

11 all stairways, doors, and other exits are in proper condition,-8A6. School authorities shall cooperate with 

1 2 the local fire department e1:1fllerifiee and the local disaster and emergency services authorities in conducting 

1 3 ~ disaster drills." 

14 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 20-1-403, 20-1-406, and 20-7-1101, MCA, are 

1 6 repealed. 

17 -END-
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INTRODUCED BY MASOLO, DENNY, BOOKOUT-REINICKE, ROSE, AHNER, KITZENBERG, 

HEAVY RUNNER, HAGENER, MARSHALL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO SCHOOL FIRE 

6 DRILLS; CHANGING "FIRE DRILLS" TO" DISASTER DRILLS"; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IDENTIFY 

7 LOCAL HAZARDS AND TO DESIGN APPROPRIATE DRILLS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

8 SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN CERTAIN SEISMIC ZONES ESTABLISH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY PLANS; 

9 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-401, 20-1-402, 20-1-404, AND 20-1-407, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

10 20-1-403, 20-1-406, AND 20-7-1101, MCA." 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-1-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-1-401. Fife Disaster drills to be conducted regularly -- districts to identify disaster risks. ill 

16 As used in this part, "disaster" has the same meaning as in 10-3-103. Firo oMit Disaster drills 6-i:lall must 

17 be conducted regularly in accordance with tl:lo a1313lisaelo 13ro,,isions of tho followin9 sostions this part. 

18 (2) A board of trustees shall identify the local hazards that exist within the boundaries of its school 

19 district and design drills to address those hazards." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-1-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-1-402. Number of .JiFe disaster drills required -- a"eiEling se,.,ere sell:I weather time of drills to 

23 vary. There 6-i:lall must be at least eight fire oMit disaster drills a year in ssl:lools a school. At least four of 

24 the drills must be fire exit drills. In slimates whore tl:lo woatl:ler is severe euring tho winter months, weekly 

25 drills sl:lould eo hole at tho eo9inning of tl:lo ssl:lool term to som13loto tl:le reEjuiroe number of erills before 

26 sold weather so as not to oneangor tl:lo hoaltl:l of tho 13u13ils. Drills must be held at different hours of the 

27 day or evening to avoid distinction between drills and actual disasters." 

Section 3. Section 20-1-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "20-1-404. Drill to sound on fife disaster alMm EVACUATION system -- recall signal to be distinct 
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-- control of signal. All fiFo OiKit ( 1 l If a disaster drill is signaled 1.11ith aR alarFR. the alarms shall filfil.!D. 

SIGNAL must be sounded on the fiHJ disaster alarm system and not on the signal system used to dismiss 

classes. 

(2) The recall signal must be separate and distinct from any other signal. The recall signal may be 

given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is electrical, the push buttons or other 

controls must be kept under lock and the key kept in the possession of the principal or some other 

designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a disaster. Regardless of the method 

of recall. the means of giving the signal must be kept under lock." 

Section 4. Section 20-1-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-1-407. Inspection of exits -- cooperation with ti,e depaFtFReAt local authorities HAVING 

12 JURISDICTION in drills. It shall Ile i.§. the duty of the school authorities to inspect all exit facilities 

13 periodically, in order to make sure that all stairways, doors, and other exits are in proper condition,...aM0 

14 School authorities shall cooperate with the local fire departmeRt autherities aREl the looal Elisastor aREl 

15 omorgoRGV seri;ioos authorities AUTHORITIES HAVING JURISDICTION in conducting fiHJ disaster drills." 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 20-1-403, 20-1-406, and 20-7-1101, MCA, are 

1 8 repealed. 

19 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 183 

2 

3 

4 

INTRODUCED BY MASOLO, DENNY, BOOKOUT-REINICKE, ROSE, AHNER, KITZENBERG, 

HEAVY RUNNER, HAGENER, MARSHALL 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO SCHOOL FIRE 

6 DRILLS; CHANGING" FIRE DRILLS" TO" DISASTER DRILLS"; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IDENTIFY 

7 LOCAL HAZARDS AND TO DESIGN APPROPRIATE DRILLS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT 

8 SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN CERTAIN SEISMIC ZONES ESTABLISH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY PLANS; 

9 AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-401, 20-1-402, 20-1-404, AND 20-1-407, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 

10 20-1-403, 20-1-406, AND 20-7-1101, MCA." 

1 1 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 

14 Section 1. Section 20-1-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "20-1-401. ~ Disaster drills to be conducted regularly -- districts to identify disaster risks. ill 

16 As used in this part, "disaster" has the same meaning as in 10-3-103. Fire e11it Disaster drills s4aU must 

17 be conducted regularly in accordance with tt:10 a!lplioaelo 13r0Yisi0As of tl=ie follo•e<iAg seotioAs this part. 

18 (21 A board of trustees shall identify the local hazards that exist within the boundaries of its school 

19 district and design drills to address those hazards." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 20-1-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-1-402. Number of fife disaster drills required -- aueidiA!I 60\'9F0 oeld weatf:loF time of drills to 

23 vary. There s4aU must be at least eight lire e11it disaster drills a year in sot:iools a school. At least four of 

24 the drills must be fire exit drills. IR sliR1ates wl=iere tt:le weatt:ler is se"ore elurin!J tt:lo winter R1ontt:ls, "'0ekly 

25 elrills st:lo1,1IEl eo helEl at tt:le Be!Jinning el tRB soheol terR1 to 00R1plete tt:le r0~1,1ireel n1oJR1Ber of elrills eo!ore 

26 sole weatt:ler so as not to enelangor tt:le t:lealtt:l of tt:le 13u13ils. Drills must be held at different hours of the 

27 day or evening to avoid distinction between drills and actual disasters." 

Section 3. Section 20-1-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 

29 

30 "20-1-404. Drill to sound on fife disaster alarm EVACUATION system -- recall signal to be distinct 
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-- control of signal. All fire e11it (1) If a disaster drill is signaled with an alarm, the alarms shall filfil!!l 

2 SIGNAL must be sounded on the fife disaster alarm system and not on the signal system used to dismiss 

3 classes. 

4 12) The recall signal must be separate and distinct from any other signal. The recall signal may be 

5 given by distinctive colored flags or banners. If the recall signal is electrical, the push buttons or other 

6 controls must be kept under lock and the key kept in the possession of the principal or some other 

7 designated person in order to prevent a recall at a time when there is a disaster. Regardless of the method 

8 of recall, the means of giving the signal must be kept under lock." 

Section 4. Section 20-1-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 

10 

1 1 "20-1-407. Inspection of exits -- cooperation with fife departmeRt local authorities HAVING 

12 JURISDICTION in drills. It shall tie ~ the duty of the school authorities to inspect all exit facilities 

13 periodically, in order to make sure that all stairways, doors, and other exits are in proper condition,--,:ii=H( 

14 School authorities shall cooperate with the local fire aepartmeRt a;,Jthsrities aRa the lesal aisaster ana 

15 ePAer§ens•r ser>(ises a'dthsrities AUTHORITIES HAVING JURISDICTION in conducting fife disaster drills." 

16 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Repealer. Sections 20-1-403, 20-1-406, and 20-7-1101, MCA, are 

1 8 repealed. 

19 -END-
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