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4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

5 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS AND THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY TO REFORM THE NUMBER OF PETITIONS 

6 FOR REVIEW AND APPLICATIONS FOR WRITS OF HABEAS CORPUS IN DEATH PENALTY CASES. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, the number of prisoners under sentence of death rose from 139 in 1977, following the 

9 United States Supreme Court's reinstitution of the death sentence, to 2,575 on January 1, 1993; and 

10 WHEREAS, the average time elapsed from the time a death sentence is imposed until execution has 

11 risen from 51 months to 114 months during the same time period; and 

12 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

13 in death penalty cases deny justice by delaying justice; and 

14 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

1 5 in death penalty cases burden the judicial system and impose unnecessary costs on taxpayers; and 

16 WHEREAS, reasonable restrictions on and time limits on petitions for review and on applications 

17 for writs of habeas corpus in death penalty cases would provide justice for the families of victims. 

18 

19 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENA TE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

20 STATE OF MONTANA: 

21 That Congress and the federal judiciary be urged to: 

22 { 1) require a petition for review or an application for a writ of habeas corpus in a death penalty case 

23 to raise all issues applicable to the conviction; and 

24 (2) set reasonable time limits on petitions for review and on applications for writs of habeas corpus 

25 in death penalty cases. 

26 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

27 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Clerk of the United States Supreme Court, and to the Clerk of 

28 the United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. 

29 -END-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 

SJOOl 2.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

2 INTRODUCED BY HARDING, MERCER, HARP, LYNCH, BECK, CHRISTIAENS, TVEIT, ESTRADA, 

3 CRIPPEN, FOSTER 

4 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS Mm THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY TO REFORM THE ~JUMBER OF SET 

7 REASONABLE TIME LIMITS ON AND LIMIT SUCCESSIVE PETITIONS FOR REVIEW /\~JD APPUGATIO~l8 

8 FOR FEDERAL WRITS OF HABEAS CORPUS l~l DEATH PEN/\LTY G/\8E8. 

9 

10 WHEREAS, the number of prisoners under sentence of death rose from 139 in 1977, following the 

11 United States Supreme Court's reinstitution of the death sentence, to 2,575 on January 1, 1993; and 

12 WHEREAS, the average time elapsed from the time a death sentence is imposed until execution has 

13 risen from 51 months to 114 months during the same time period; and 

14 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

15 in death penalty cases deny justice by delaying justice; and 

16 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

17 in death penalty cases burden the judicial system and impose unnecessary costs on taxpayers; and 

18 WHEREAS, reasonable restrictions on and time limits on petitions for review and on applications 

19 for writs of habeas corpus in death penalty cases would provide justice for the families of victims. 

20 

21 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

22 STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 That Congress and the federal judioi □ P,' be urged to: 

24 11) reEJuire a petition ior re•;iew or an applieation for a writ ef hal3oas oorpus in a death penalty ease 

25 to raise all issues applieal31o to tho een¥ietion; and 

26 ~ill set reasonable time limits on THE FILING OF INITIAL AND SUCCESSIVE petitions for fiW-iew 

27 and on applieations for writs of habeas corpus in death penalty eases. BROUGHT PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. 

28 2254: AND 

29 12) LIMIT THE FILING OF SUCCESSIVE HABEAS CORPUS PETITIONS TO THOSE INSTANCES IN 

30 WHICH THE PETITIONER IS ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE A PROBABILITY OF ACTUAL INNOCENCE. 

~na Ler,lstatlve councll 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

2 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Clerk of the United States Supreme Court, and to the Clerk of 

3 the United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. 

4 -END-

~na Le11tstattve Coum:lt 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 

2 INTRODUCED BY HARDING, MERCER, HARP, LYNCH, BECK, CHRISTIAENS, TVEIT, ESTRADA, 

3 CRIPPEN, FOSTER 

4 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS A~m THI! F1!91!RAb JUl)ICI/\RY TO REFORM THE ~IUMBl!R OF SET 

7 REASONABLE TIME LIMITS ON AND LIMIT SUCCESSIVE PETITIONS FOR REVIEW A~m APPUCATIm1s 

8 FOR FEDERAL WRITS OF HABEAS CORPUS IN 9E.'\TM PEN.'\bTY CASES. 

9 

10 WHEREAS, the number of prisoners under sentence of death rose from 139 in 1977, following the 

11 United States Supreme Court's reinstitution of the death sentence, to 2,575 on January 1, 1993; and 

12 WHEREAS, the average time elapsed from the time a death sentence is imposed until execution has 

1 3 risen from 51 months to 114 months during the same time period; and 

14 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

15 in death penalty cases deny justice by delaying justice; and 

16 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

17 in death penalty cases burden the judicial system and impose unnecessary costs on taxpayers; and 

18 WHEREAS, reasonable restrictions on and time limits on petitions for review and on applications 

19 for writs of habeas corpus in death penalty cases would provide justice for the families of victims. 

20 

21 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

22 STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 That Congress aRel Hie feeleral jl:lelieiar.,. be urged to: 

24 11 ~ roeil:lire a petitiaR fer reYiew er aR appliaatiaR fer a ·,,·rit af l'lalleas eerpl:ls in a death penalty case 

25 ta raise all issues appliaable ta tl'le eenYietieR; aml 

26 mill set reasonable time limits on THE FILING OF INITIAL AND SUCCESSIVE petitions for feYiew 

27 aRel eR applieatieRs far writs of habeas corpus iR eleatl'I peRalty eases, BROUGHT PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. 

28 2254; AND 

29 (21 LIMIT THE FILING OF SUCCESSIVE HABEAS CORPUS PETITIONS TO THOSE INSTANCES IN 

30 WHICH THE PETITIONER IS ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE A PROBABILITY OF ACTUAL INNOCENCE. 

~na Ler,lstatlve caundl 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

2 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Clerk of the United States Supreme Court, and to the Clerk of 

3 the United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. 

4 -END-

~n11 Le11/sl11tlve COUndl 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 

2 INTRODUCED BY HARDING, MERCER, HARP, LYNCH, BECK, CHRISTIAENS, TVEIT, ESTRADA, 

3 CRIPPEN, FOSTER 

4 

5 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

6 MONTANA URGING CONGRESS ANQ Tl-IE l=EQEFIAb dlJQICIARY TO FIEH)FIP4 Tl-IE PllJMBER 01= SET 

7 REASONABLE TIME LIMITS ON AND LIMIT SUCCESSIVE PETITIONS FOFI RE1/IEW APm APPblCATIOPlS 

8 FOR FEDERAL WRITS OF HABEAS CORPUS IPI QEATI-I PEPIAbTY CASES. 

9 

1 O WHEREAS, the number of prisoners under sentence of death rose from 139 in 1977, following the 

11 United States Supreme Court's reinstitution of the death sentence, to 2,575 on January 1, 1993; and 

12 WHEREAS, the average time elapsed from the time a death sentence is imposed until execution has 

1 3 risen from 51 months to 114 months during the same time period; and 

14 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated appl_ications for writs of habeas corpus 

1 5 in death penalty cases deny justice by delaying justice; and 

16 WHEREAS, successive petitions for review and repeated applications for writs of habeas corpus 

1 7 in death penalty cases burden the judicial system and impose unnecessary costs on taxpayers; and 

18 WHEREAS, reasonable restrictions on and time limits on petitions for review and on applications 

19 for writs of habeas corpus in death penalty cases would provide justice for the families of victims. 

20 

21 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

22 STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 That Congress aRd tRe ledeFal j1:1dieiaF'f be urged to: 

24 I 11 FeE11,1i,e a llBtitieR !er Feview er aR allplieatieR !er a writ el Rabeas ee,131,1s iR a deatR peRalt•,1 ease 

25 1:0 raise all isouee apf31lieaBle ie t:l=le oeR•.ciot:ieA; aAS 

26 ~ill set reasonable time limits on THE FILING OF INITIAL AND SUCCESSIVE petitions for f6Vi6W 

27 aRel BR applieatieRe ler writs of habeas corpus iR deetR JIBRelt~• eases. BROUGHT PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. 

28 2254: AND 

29 (2) UIMIT THE FILING OF SUCCESSIVE HABEAS CORPUS PETITIONS TO THOSE INSTANCES IN 

30 WHICH THE PETITIONER IS ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE A PROBABILITY OF ACTUAL INNOCENCE. 

~n• Leglslatl11e coundl 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

2 Montana Congressional Delegation, to the Clerk of the United States Supreme Court, ancl to the Clerk of 

3 the United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. 

4 -END-

~na Ler,l•tattve coundl 
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