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SENGTE JOINT HESOL%N NO.
INTRODUCED BY &A&Z{%: e : E

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ZI‘«ND THE HOUSE OF REPRE % OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA REQUESTING THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS TO STUDY PUBLIC SCHOQLS’
COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE X, SECTION 1, SUBSECTION (2), OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION, THE
ROLE OF AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES INHIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN ISSUES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT TO THE 55TH
LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, American Indians are the largest minority group in Montana; and

WHEREAS, American Indians campose 6% of the state’s population, 10% of the K-8 public school
population, and 7% of the public high schocl population; and

WHEREAS, American Indians accounted for 84% of the state’s population growth between 1980
and 1990; and

WHEREAS, the American Indian population is expected to continue to increase in size; and

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, of the Montana Constitution guarantees equality of educational
opportunity to each person in the state; and

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, further recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of
American Indians and expresses the state’s commitment to preserving that cuitural integrity; and

WHEREAS, sections 20-4-211 through 20-4-214, MCA, encourage school districts to provide the
means by which school personnel can gain an understanding of and appreciation for American Indians; and

WHEREAS, American indian history, culture, and contemporary issues are not required topics of
study in Mantana’'s public schools; and

WHEREAS, there is a disproportionate number of American Indian high scheoo! dropouts and
credit-deficient students in Montana’s public schools; and

WHEREAS, Montana has seven tribal colieges located onits seven Indian reservations with curricula

that include tribal studies.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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STATE CF MONTANA:

That the Committee on Indian Affairs be requested to study:

(1) the degree to which Montana’s public schools are in compliance with Article X, section 1,
subsection {2), of the Montana Constitution;

(2) the role of American Indian studies in the overall curriculum of the Montana University System
and other institutions of higher learning in the state, with special attention to the teacher education
curriculum; and

{3) the level of knowledge of the general public about historical and contemporary American Indian
issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that recommendations be made on how best to address the
deficiencies if the study determines that:

{1) the public schools are not in compliance,;

{2) American Indian studies are not an integral part of the university curriculum; or

{3) general knowledge about American Indian issues is lacking.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study be conducted in consultation with the Montana Indian
Education Association, the Montana Tribal Chairmen’s Association, the Montana Advisory Council for Indian
Education, the Office of Public instruction, the indian impact Aid Schools Association, and the American
Indian Higher Education Consortium.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee report its findings, conclusions, and
recommendations to the 55th Legisiature.

-END-
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1 SENATE JOINT RESCLUTION NO. 11
INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, STANG, HEAVY RUNNER, WELDON, HARDING, TUSS, STOVALL, GAGE

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA REQUESTING THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS TO STUDY PUBLIC SCHOOLS'

2
3
4
5
6 COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE X, SECTION 1, SUBSECTION (2}, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION, THE
7  ROLE OF AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE
8 GENERAL PUBLIC REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN ISSUES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT TO THE 55TH
9 LEGISLATURE.

0

11 WHEREAS, American Indians are the largest minority group in Montana; and

12 WHEREAS, American Indians compose 6% of the state’s population, 10% of the K-8 public school
13 population, and 7% of the public high schoot population; and

14 WHEREAS, American Indians accounted for 84% of the state’s population growth between 1980
15  and 1990; and

16 WHEREAS, the American Indian population is expected to continue to increase in size; and

17 WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, of the Mantana Constitution guarantees equality of educational
18 opportunity to each person in the state; and

19 WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, further recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of
20 American Indians and expresses the state’s commitment to preserving that cultural integrity; and

21 WHEREAS, sections 20-4-211 through 20-4-214, MCA, encourage schqol districts to provide the
22 means by which school personnet can gain an understanding of and appreciation for American Indians; and
23 WHEREAS, American Indian history, culture, and contemporary issues are not required topics of
24 study in Montana’'s public schools; and

25 WHEREAS, there is a disproportionate number of American indian high school drepedts—and
26  ecredit-delicient-stadents—in STUDENTS WHO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL OR WHO HAVE INSUFFICIENT

27  CREDITS TO GRADUATE WITHIN 4 YEARS FROM Montana's public schools; and

28 WHEREAS, Montana has seven tribal colleges located on its seven Indian reservations with curricula
29 that include tribal studies.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF MONTANA.:

That the Committee on Indian Affairs be requested to study:

{1} the degree to which Montana’'s public schools are in compliance with Article X, section 1,
subsection (2), of the Montana Constitution;

{2} the role of American Indian studies in the overall curriculum of the Montana University System
and ather institutions of higher learning in the state, wifh special attention to the teacher education
curriculum; and

(3} the level of knowledge of the general public about historical and contemporary American Indian
issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that recommendations be made on how best tc address the
deficiencies if the study determines that:

(1) the public schools are not in compliance;

(2) American Indian studies are not an integral part of the university curricuium; or

{3) general knowledge about American Indian issues is lacking.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study be conducted in consultation with the Montana Indian
Education Association, the Montana Tribal Chairmen’s Assaciation, the Montana Advisory Council for Indian

Education, the Office of Public Instruction, THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, THE UNITS OF THE

MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM THROUGH THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, the Indian

Impact Aid Schools Association, and the American fndian Higher Education Consortium.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee report its findings, conclusions, and
recommendations to the Bbth Legislature.

-END-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11
INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, STANG, HEAVY RUNNER, WELDON, HARDING, TUSS, STOVALL, GAGE

A JOINT RESCLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA REQUESTING THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS TO STUDY PUBLIC SCHOOLS'
COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE X, SECTION 1, SUBSECTION (2}, CF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION, THE
ROLE OF AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES IN HIGHER EDUCATIQN, AND THE LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN {SSUES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT TO THE 55TH
LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, American Indians are the largest minority group in Montana; and

WHEREAS, American indians compose 6% of the state’s pobulation, 10% of the K-8 public school
population, and 7% of the public high school population; and

WHEREAS, American indians accounted for 84% of the state’s population grdwth between 1980
and 1990; and

WHEREAS, the American Indian population is expected to continue to increase in size; and

WHEREAS, Article X, saection 1, of the Moﬁtana Constifution guarantees equality of educational
opportunity to each person in the state; and N

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, further recognizes the distinct and unigue cultural heritage of
American Indians and expresses the state’s commitment to preserving that cultural integrity; and

WHEREAS, sections 20-4-211 through 20-4-214, MCA, encourage schaol districts to provide the
means by which school personnel can gain an understanding of and appreciation for American Indians; and

WHEREAS, Amaearican Indian hisfory, culture, and contemporary issues are not required topics of
study in Montana's public schools; and

WHEREAS, there is a disproportionate number of American Indian high school drepeuts—and

erodit-dofieient-stadents—in STUDENTS WHO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL OR WHO HAVE INSUFFICIENT
CREDITS TO GRADUATE WITHIN 4 YEARS FROM Montana‘s public schools; and

WHEREAS, Montana has seven tribal colleges located on its seven Indian reservations with curricula

that include tribal studies.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE iT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Committee an Indian Affairs be requested to study:

(1) the degree to which Montana’s public schools are in compliance with Article X, section 1,
subsection (2), of the Montana Constitution;

(2) the role of American indian studies in the overall curriculum of the Montana University System
and other institutions of higher learning in the state, with special attention to the fea(;her education -
curriculum; and

(3) the level of knowledge of the general public about historical and contemporary American Indian
issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that recommendations be made on how best to address the
deficiencies if the study determines that:

(1) the public schools are not in compliance;

(2) American indian studies are not an integral part of the university curriculum; or

{3} general knowledge about American Indian issues is lacking. _

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study be conducted in consultation with the Montana Indian
Education Association, the Montana Tribal Chairmen’s Association, the Montana Advisory Council for Indian
Education, the Office of Pubiic Instruction, THE BOARD QF PUBLIC EDUCATION, THE UNITS OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM THROUGH THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATICN, the Indian

Impact Aid Schools Association, and the American Indian Higher Education Consortium.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee report its findings, conclusions, and
recommendations to the 55th Legistature.

-END-
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SENATE JOINT RESCLUTION NG. 11
INTRODUCED BY BROOKE, STANG, HEAVY RUNNER, WELDON, HARDING, TUSS, STOVALL. GAGE

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA REQUESTING THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS TO STUDY PUBLIC SCHOOLS'
COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE X, SECTION 1, SUBSECTION (2}, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION, THE
ROLE OF AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE LEVEL OF KNOCWLEDGE OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN ISSUES; AND REQUIRING A REPORT TO THE 55TH
LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, American Indians are the largest minority group in Montana; and

WHEREAS, American Indians compose 6% of the state’s population, 10% of the K-8 public schooi
population, and 7% of the public high school population; and

WHEREAS, Amaerican Indians accounted for 84% of the state’s population growth between 1980
and 1990; and

WHEREAS, the American Indian population is expected to continue to increase in size; and

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, of the Montana Constitution guarantees equality of educational
opportunity to each person in the state; and

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1, further recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of
American Indians and expresses the state’s commitment to preserving that cultural integrity; and

WHEREAS, sections 20-4-211 through 20-4-214, MCA, encourage school districts to provide the
means by which school personnel can gain an understanding of and appreciation for American Indians; and

WHEREAS, American Indian histary, culture, and contemporary issues are not required topics of
study in Montana’'s public schools; and

WHEREAS, there is a disproportionate number of American Indian high school drepeuts—and
erodit-doficient-students—r STUDENTS WHO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL OR WHQ HAVE INSUFFICIENT
CREDITS TO GRADUATE WITHIN 4 YEARS FROM Montana's public schoolé; and

WHEREAS, Montana has saeven tribal cotleges located on its seven Indian reservations with curricula

that include tribal studies.
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NOW, THEREFQORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
STATE OF MONTANA:
That the Committee on indian Affairs be requested to study:

{1} the degree to which Montana's public schools are in compliance with Article X, section 1,

-subsection (2), of the Montana Constitution;

(2} the role of American Indian studies in the overall curriculum of the Montana University System
and other institutions of higher iearning in the state, with special attention to the teacher education
curriculum; and

{3) the level of knowledge of the general public about historical and contemporary American Indian
issues.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that recommendations be made on how best toc address the
deficiencies if the study determines that:

(1) the pubtic schools are not in compliance;

(2) American Indian studies are not an integral part of the university curricuium; or

(3) general knowledge about American Indian issues is lacking.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sfudy be conducted in consultation with the Montana indian
Education Association, the Montana Tribal Chairmen’s Association, the Montana Advisory Council for indian
Education, the Office of Public Instruction, THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, THE UNITS OF THE
MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM THROUGH THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, the Indian

Impact Aid Schools Association, and the American Indian Higher Education Consortium.
BE IT FURTMER RESOLVED, that the Committee report its findings, conclusions, and
recommendations to the 56th Legisiatura.

-END-
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