
54th Legislature 

2 

3 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN 

SJ0002.01 

4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

5 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

6 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONT ANA. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

9 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

10 established; and 

11 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

12 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

13 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions; and 

14 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

15 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

16 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

17 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

18 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

19 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

20 forest resources across the United States; and 

21 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

22 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

23 United States; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

25 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

26 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

27 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

28 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 

29 is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

30 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 
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provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

2 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompassing 15 national 

3 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

4 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

5 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Department of State Lands; 

6 and 

7 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

8 than 1.6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier and Yellowstone 

9 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

1 O WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula lnwrnational Airport 

11 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

12 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

13 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

14 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

15 foundations, and from individual citizens throughout the United States; and 

16 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

17 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

18 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service; and 

19 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

20 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

21 interests; and 

22 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delegation and three successive Montana Governors have 

23 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

24 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

26 STATE OF MONTANA: 

27 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend the concept of 

28 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 

29 Montana. 

30 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Representatives 
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1 of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

2 existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

3 any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and other appropriate assistance. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature s.tay apprised of the development of the museum 

5 project and, if future opportunities arise for the state to contribute tangible support to the museum in the 

6 form of funding or in-kind services, that the Legislature remain open to those contingencies. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

8 Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

9 private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

1 O the Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

11 -END-

~,na Ler,lslatlve caundl 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN 

SJ0002.02 

APPROVED BY COMM, ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

5 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

6 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

9 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

1 O established; and 

11 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

12 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

13 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions; and 

14 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

1 5 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

16 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

17 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

18 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

19 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

20 forest resources across the United States; and 

21 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

22 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

23 United States; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

25 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

26 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

27 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

28 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 

29 is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

30 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 
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provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

2 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompas.sing 15 national 

3 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

4 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

5 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Departmen't of State Lands; 

6 and 

7 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

8 than 1.6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier and Yellowstone 

9 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

1 O WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula International Airport 

11 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

12 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

13 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

14 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

15 foundations, and from individual citizens throughout the United States; and 

16 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

17 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

18 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service·; and 

19 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

20 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

21 interests; and 

22 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delegation and three successive Montana Governors have 

23 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

24 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

26 STATE OF MONTANA: 

27 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend the concept of 

28 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 

29 Montana. 

30 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Hepresentatives 

~na Legislative Council 
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of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

2 existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

3 any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and other appropriate assistance. 

4 BE IT i;uRTl-lER RESOLVED, that the Le§islaWFe stai,• a1313FiseEI sf the Elevel013meAt et the museum 

5 13rejeet aA1:J, if feituFe 013130Fte1nities arise for the state ta eeRtFisute tan§isle se1J313ort to the museum in the 

6 forA't of feinEling or in kin a ser¥ieos, tl=lat tl=le Le§islateire remain 013en to those sentin§enoies. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

8 Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

9 private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

10 he Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

11 

12 -END-

~na Legfslatlve council 
- 3 - SJ 2 



54th L:gislature 

2 

3 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN 

SJ0002.02 

4 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

5 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

6 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

9 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

10 established; and 

11 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

1 2 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

13 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions~ and 

14 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

15 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

16 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

17 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

18 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

19 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

20 forest resources across the United States; and 

21 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

22 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

23 United States; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

25 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

26 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

27 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

28 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 

29 is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

30 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 
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provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

2 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompassing 15 national 

3 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

4 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

5 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Department of State Lands; 

6 and 

7 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

B than 1.6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier and Yellowstone 

9 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

1 O WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula International Airport 

11 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

12 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

13 26 U .S.C. 501 (c)(3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

14 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

1 5 foundations, and from individual citizens throughout the United States; and 

16 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

1 7 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

18 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service; and 

19 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

20 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

21 interests; and 

22 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delegation and three successive Montana Governors have 

23 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

24 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

26 STATE OF MONTANA: 

27 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend the concept of 

28 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 

29 Montana. 

30 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Representatives 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and other appropriate assistance. 

Qi IT FYRTl-liR RiSObViQ, tl:iat the begislat1:1Fe stav appFisee af the BBYelapFAeAt sf tl=le fAl:ISel:IFA 

pFejeet aAe, if f1:Jt1:1Fe appe,t1:1Aities aFise fer the state ta eeAtFie1:1te taAgiele s1a1ppmt te tl=le A'l1:Jse1a1FA iA the 

fer~ of f1::1AdiAg er in kinB serYioos, tFlat tRe Legisla~uro reR1ain epen to tl=lese oontin€Jeneies. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

he Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

-END· 
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SPONSORS ADDED 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

2 INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN, REAM, LARSON, MCCULLOCH, SQUIRES, ELLINGSON, WENNEMAR, 

3 KADAS, BRAINARD, DENNY, MCKEE, VANVALKENBURG, PIPINICH, WELDON, STANG, KLAMPE, 

4 BROOKE 

5 

6 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

7 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

8 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

9 

10 WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

11 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

1 2 established; and 

13 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

14 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

1 5 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions; and 

16 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

17 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

18 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

19 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

20 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

21 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

22 forest resources across the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

24 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

25 United States; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

27 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

28 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

29 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

30 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 

~ ,.,,,-1at1v• counr:11 
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is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

2 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 

3 provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

4 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompassing 15 national 

5 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

6 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

7 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Department of State Lands; 

8 and 

9 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

1 O than 1.6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier and Yellowstone 

11 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

1 2 WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula International Airport 

13 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

14 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

15 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)l3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

16 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

17 foundations, and from individual citizens throughout the United States; and 

18 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

19 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

20 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service; and 

21 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

22 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

23 interests; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delsgation and three successive Montana Governors have 

25 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

26 

27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

28 STATE OF MONTANA: 

29 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend the concept of 

30 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 

- 2 - SJ 2 



54th Legislature SJ0002.03 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and other appropriate assistance. 

BE IT FURTI-IER RESQbVEQ, that the be!jislat1:1Fe sta~• appFiseei ef tho eie11olep1flent ef the FA1:1se1:1FA 

pFejeet anei, if f1:1t1:1Fe eppommities aFiso foF tho state to oonHie1:1te tangiele s1:1pport to the Ffl1:1se1:1Ffl in tl=io 

foFFfl of f1:1neting SF in ltinel seF11iees, that the be!jislat1:1Fo FBFRain open to these eentin!leneies. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

the Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

-END-

~,n• ,.,,,.,atln coundl 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

January 31, 1995 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Natural Resources report that Senate Joint Resolution 

SJR2 (first reading copy -- white) be concurred in as amended. 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Page 3, line 5. 
Following: "advice" 
Strike: "and" through "assistance" 

'\3\ 
~.___,. 

Committee VoJe: 
Yes/_]_, No L-

Signed: 

Carried by: Rep. Ellingson 

-END-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

2 INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN, REAM, LARSON, MCCULLOCH, SQUIRES, ELLINGSON, WENNEMAR, 

3 KADAS, BRAINARD, DENNY, MCKEE, VANVALKENBURG, PIPINICH, WELDON, STANG, KLAMPE, 

4 BROOKE 

5 

6 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

7 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

8 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

9 

1 O WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

11 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

12 established; and 

13 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

14 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

15 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions; and 

16 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

1 7 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

18 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

19 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

20 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

21 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

22 forest resources across the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

24 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

25 United States; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

27 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

28 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

29 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

30 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 

~~na Ler,lslattv• Coundl 
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1 is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

2 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 

3 provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

4 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompa:,sing 15 national 

5 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

6 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

7 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Department of State Lands; 

8 and 

9 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

1 O than 1 .6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier and Yellowstone 

11 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

12 WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula International Airport 

13 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

14 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

15 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

16 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

17 foundations, and from individual citizens throughout the United States; and 

18 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

19 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

20 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service; and 

21 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

22 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

23 interests; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delegation and three successive Montana Governors have 

25 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

26 

27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

28 STATE OF MONTANA: 

29 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend the concept of 

30 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 

~• Lalllslatln counc/1 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and other appropriate assistance. 

BE IT FUFITI-IEFI FIESGLVE9, that the Legislat1:1re stav apprised ef the de•relepA1eRt of the A11:1se1:1A1 

prejeet aREl, if f1:1t1:1re eppert1:1Rities arise fer the state ts seRHia1:1te taRgiale s1:1ppert ts the mc1se1:1m iR the 

farm ef f1:1naing er in l~ina sePrioes, that the Legislaturn remaiR epen ts these oentingenoies. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

the Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

-END-

~!!J1n• LetllslatlVfl coundt 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2 

2 INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN, REAM, LARSON, MCCULLOCH, SQUIRES, ELLINGSON, WENNEMAR, 

3 KADAS, BRAINARD, DENNY, MCKEE, VANVALKENBURG, PIPINICH, WELDON, STANG, KLAMPE, 

4 BROOKE 

5 

6 A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

7 MONTANA SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 

8 MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED AT MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

9 

10 WHEREAS, the vital role of our nation's forests was officially recognized in 1891 when the first 

11 federal forest reserves were set aside by Congress and the forerunner of the national forest system was 

1 2 established; and 

13 WHEREAS, the people of Montana have long enjoyed both tangible and intangible benefits from the 

14 presence and management activities of the USDA Forest Service, which is distinct from most federal and 

15 other governmental agencies in the strength and diversity of its history and traditions; and 

16 WHEREAS, as we celebrate nearly a century of USDA Forest Service operations, it is proposed that 

1 7 a National Forest Service Museum be established and operated in Missoula, Montana; and 

18 WHEREAS, the primary purpose of this proposed national museum will be to present the work of 

19 the great pioneers of American forestry by collecting and exhibiting historical papers, photographs, artifacts, 

20 and other items that represent the entire rich national heritage of the USDA Forest Service in the context 

21 of a "living museum", with facilities for educational displays portraying the management and growth of 

22 forest resources across the United States; and 

23 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the museum will provide the national forum for exhibits and 

24 programs of many other forestry-related museums and Forest Service interpretive facilities throughout the 

2 5 United States; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region has designated the museum as an authorized federal 

27 repository for federal property, including archives, artifacts, and other historical items; and 

28 WHEREAS, endorsement of and support for the museum, including providing information, 

29 architectural review, and comparable activities, have been pledged by the Chief of the Forest Service; and 

30 WHEREAS, the museum will be established and operated by a private, nonprofit corporation that 
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is already established under Montana law and governed by an independent board of directors and that will 

2 cooperate closely with the USDA Forest Service and other entities, such as the Smithsonian Institution, and 

3 provide a nonpolluting, substantial economic development opportunity within Montana; and 

4 WHEREAS, Missoula is at the heart of the Forest Service Northern Region encompassing 15 national 

5 forests, 4 national grasslands, and 28 million acres of forest, including 5 million acres of classified 

6 wilderness, has been the center for forest industry for over a century, and is the site of the University of 

7 Montana School of Forestry and the center of forestry activities of the Montana Department JI State Lands; 

8 and 

9 WHEREAS, the Forest Service Northern Region hosts 13 million visitor days annually, including more 

10 than 1.6 million people who annually pass through Missoula en route between Glacier ard Yellowstone 

11 National Parks, providing a substantial base for visitation to a museum established in Missoula; and 

12 WHEREAS, a 36-acre site located on federal land northwest of the Missoula International Airport 

13 has been obtained through a special use permit from the Forest Service; and 

14 WHEREAS, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service has granted the museum tax-exempt status under 

15 26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(3) as a private, nonprofit corporation, and large-scale fundraising has begun, with 

16 contributions solicited from local, state, and federal governmental sources, from private and corporate 

17 foundations, and from individual cit;zens throughout the United States; and 

18 WHEREAS, amid current but not unprecedented controversy surrounding the forest management 

19 activities of the USDA Forest Service, there is broad public recognition of the need for continuing dialogue 

20 among all segments of the public and public agencies, including the USDA Forest Service; and 

21 WHEREAS, because of the proposed museum's independent, privately operated status and historical 

22 focus, it offers an appealing opportunity for continuing dialogue and collaboration among many diverse 

23 interests; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Montana Congressional Delegation and three successive Montana Governors have 

25 supported the establishment and operation of the proposed museum. 

26 

27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

28 STATE OF MONTANA: 

29 That the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Montana commend ·:he concept of 

30 the establishment and operation of a private nonprofit National Forest Service Museum in Missoula, 
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Montana. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through this resolution, the Senate and House of Representatives 

3 of the State of Montana encourage strong and continuing cooperation between the proposed museum and 

4 existing Montana institutions, including the Montana Historical Society, the Museum of the Rockies, and 

5 any other state governmental agencies that could provide advice and eHrnr apprepriate assistanee. 

6 BE IT i;:uRnHCR RESOLVED, that the Le§islature stay apprised af the 88','BIBpFAent af Hie FAUSBUFA 

7 prnjeet and, ii future op,::,ortunities arise for the state to eontrisute tan§islo su,::,port to the FAuseuFA in the 

8 lorFA sf funain§ er in l(ind serviees, that the Le§islature reFAain a,::,en ta these eontin§eneies. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State send copies of this resolution to the 

1 O Montana Congressional Delegation, the Governor of the State of Montana, the Board of Directors of the 

11 private, nonprofit museum corporation, the Regional Forester of the Forest Service Northern Region, and 

12 the Directors of the Montana Historical Society and the Museum of the Rockies. 

13 -END-
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