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INTRODUCED BY _LQT"''_' ,..c'.;..,_)y~~~-~:--~~;~-A'=-,-__ "-_-:-=-B-IL_L_N_0_._

3

_{.,_P ___________ _ 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DECLARING THE LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE IN REGULATING THE 

5 PRACTICE OF DENTURITRY; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF DENTURE; PROHIBITING A DENTURIST FROM 

6 MANAGING, OPERATING, CONDUCTING, OR BEING A PROPRIETOR OF A DENTAL CLINIC OR OFFICE; 

7 PROHIBITING A DENTURIST FROM DIAGNOSING, EVALUATING, OR TREATING TEMPOROMANDIBULAR 

8 DISORDERS; REQUIRING A DENTURIST TO REFER A PARTIAL DENTURE PATIENT TO A DENTIST BEFORE 

9 CONSTRUCTING OR FITTING A PARTIAL DENTURE; PROHIBITING A DENTURIST FROM PRESCRIBING 

10 IMMEDIATE DENTURES; PROVIDING FOR DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES AND SANCTIONS FOR A 

11 DENTURIST; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-29-102, 37-29-103, 37-29-302, 37-29-303, 37-29-305, 

12 37-29-401, 37-29-402, AND 37-29-403, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 37-29-412, MCA." 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Purpose. The legislature finds and declares that the practice of 

17 denturitry is a privilege granted pursuant to legislative authority and not a natural right of individuals. In 

18 the interest of protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the people of Montana, the legislature considers 

19 it necessary to enact laws to regulate the granting of denturitry licenses in order to prevent the 

20 unprofessional, improper, unauthorized, and unqualified practice of denturitry. 

Section 2. Section 37-29-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 

22 

23 "37-29-102. Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise, the 

24 following definitions apply: 

25 ( 1) "Board" means the state board of dentistry provided for in 2-15-1842. 

26 (2) "Dental implant" means a metal anchor that is surgically placed into living bone and soft tissue 

27 and that provides structural support for a dental prosthesis. 

28 t2,rQl "Denture" means afl"f .1! removable full er 1=1artial upper or lower wesH1etie acrylic dental 

29 prosthesis appliaAee that is to be worn in the mouth and that replaces missing teeth. 

30 ~1.11 "Denturist" means a person licensed under this chapter to engage in the practice of 

~na Legislative counctl 
- 1 - so 1,a 

INTRODUCED BILL 



54th Legislature LC0947.01 

denturitry. 

2 f4+ill "Department" means department of commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

3 te+ifil "Immediate denture" means a denture constructed prior to and inserted immediately after 

4 extraction of teeth. 

5 (7) "Partial denture" means a removable acrylic or acrylic and cast metal dental prosthesis that is 

6 supported by the teeth or a combination of teeth and soft tissue and that replaces missing teeth. 

7 +eJ,.l.fil "Practice of denturitry" means: 

8 (a) the making, fitting, constructing, altering, reproducing, or repairing of a denture and the 

9 furnishing or supplying of a denture directly to a person OF mhisin§ tAe use of a E:lentuFe who is without 

10 teeth; or 

11 (bl tAo tal1in§ OF makin!l OF the §ivin!l of advieo, assistaneo, OF faeilities FeSf'leetin!J tho takin!J oF 

12 makin!J of any imf'lFession, 13ito, east, OF E:losi!JA f'lFOf'laratoFy to or for the f'lUrf'loso of mal1in§, eonsHueting, 

13 fiain§, furnishin!J, SUJJf'llyiA!l, alterin§, rof'lairiA!l, er reJ'lroE:luein!J a E:lenturo the designing, constructing, 

14 fitting, altering. or repairing of a partial denture and the furnishing or supplying of a partial denture directly 

15 to a person who is partially without teeth; or 

16 (cl the construction, fitting, altering, or repairing of an immediate denture, subject to the provisions 

1 7 of 37-29-402(2)." 

18 

19 Section 3. Section 37-29-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

20 "37-29-103. Association with dentists permitted. A licensed denturist may enter into any lawful 

21 agreement authorized by board rule with a dentist regarding fees, compensation, and business association." 

22 

23 Section 4. Section 37-29-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "37-29-302. Exceptions. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to: 

25 11) a person interning under the direct supervision of a licensed denturist as required by 

26 37-29-303(2), f'lFO'iiE:leE:l tAat no.:...A denturist may not supervise more than one 5ttel=\ person at any one 

27 time+, 

28 (21 the practice of dentistry or medicine by persons authorized to do so by the state of Montana; 

29 

30 

or 

(3) a student of denturitry in pursuit of clinical studies under a school program or internship as 
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required by 37-29-303Rt." 

2 

3 Section 5. Section 37-29-303, MCA, is amended to road: 

4 "37-29-303. Application for license. Upon application and payment of the appropriate foe, the 

5 board shall issue a license to practice donturitry to any applicant who meets one of tho following criteria 

6 and scores a passing grade on the examination for licensure: 

7 (11 (al A1313lioatiOAS for 13ersons BAgagod in tAB 13raotioe ef doAturitry OR DeoeA'll3er 1, 1984, A'IUSt 

8 13e filed prior te April 1, 1981i, and A'IUSt iAoludo tAe followin§: 

9 Iii tl=iree si§ned affidaYits B'( porsoAs otl=ier H1aA faA'lily A'leA'll3ers tlclat tAe applioant Aas 13ooA 

1 O eA'lployed iA doAturo teol=iAelo§y for at least ii years prior to application, is al3Io to doA'loAstrato ooA'lpeteAsy 

11 iA iAtraoral proeedures, aAd l=ias 13eeA a resident ef tl=ie state of MentaAa far at least e A'IOAtl=is prior to April 

12 1, 198!i; and 

13 (iii elooumeAtation tlclat tl=ie applioaAt l=ias sueoossfully 00A1pleteel oourses approved 13y tl=ie 13oarel 

14 IA l=ieael anel oral aAatoA'ly aAel plclysiolo§y, oral patlclolo§y, partial eleAture ooAstruotioA and desigA, olinioal 

15 deAtal teolclAolo§~', radiology, deAMI lal3aratary teal=malogy, asepsis, oliAical jurisprudeAoe, A'ledioal 

16 eA1ergeAeies, anel careliopulA10Aary resusoitatioA. 

17 (131 eul3sostion 11 l(a) A1ust be applies retroasti>,10ly to perA'lit qualifisatioA of license applicaAts 

18 iAitiall•f qualifies aAel applyin§ prior to tl=io appointA1ent aAel qualifioatioA of tl=ie ori§inal boarel uAder this 

19 el=iapter aAd seotioA 27 of I.M. ~fo. 97. 

20 Rtill Application!. filoel on or after April 1, 1981i, must include: 

21 (al documentation that the applicant has completed formal training of not loss than 2 years at an 

22 educational institution that is accredited by a Rational or re§iOAal accreelitiA§ a§eAoy tho commission on 

23 dental accreditation or its successor and recognized by tho Montana state board of regents, tho curriculum 

24 of which includes courses in head and oral anatomy and physiology, oral pathology, microbiology, partial 

25 denture construction and design, clinical dental technology, radiology, dental laboratory technology, 

26 asepsis, clinical jurisprudence, and medical emergencies, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation; and 

27 (b) documentation that the applicant: 

28 (ii has completed 1 year of internship under the direct supervision of a licensed denturist; or 

29 (iii has 3 years of experience as a donturist under licensure in another state or Canada. 

30 ~W A donturist who has been lawfully licensed or certified by initial licensing provisions in any 
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state or territory that maintains a standard of denturitry Wftieft that is equal to that of Montana~ shall 

2 submit a certificate from the examining body of the state or territory in which M the dP.nturist is certified 

3 or licensed, attesting to 5 years' practice under the certificate of license. However, fl-6 an applicant may 

4 not be licensed under the provisions of this subsection unless the state or territory in which M the applicant 

5 is licensed or certified extends a like privilege to denturists licensed by the state of Montana to practice 

6 denturitry. The board may enter into reciprocal relations with those states or territories whose laws are 

7 compatible with this chapter." 

8 

9 Section 6. Section 37-29-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 0 "37-29-305. Examinations. The board shall administer the examinations for licensure, subject to 

11 the following requirements: 

12 11) Examinations must be of sueh eharaeter as to determine the qualifications, fitness, and ability 

13 of the applicant to practice denturitry. The form of the test must include written and oral examinations and 

14 a practical demonstration of skills. 

15 (2) Examinations must be held at least annually on the second Monday in July. An applicant must 

16 obtain an average percentage score of 75 % or better to qualify for licensure. The written and practical 

17 examinations SflaH must carry equal weight. The oral examination results may adjust an average score only 

18 two percentage points. 

19 13) The written examination must include coverage of the following subjects: 

20 (a) head and oral anatomy and physiology; 

21 (b) oral pathology; 

22 le) partial denture construction and design; 

23 Id) microbiology; 

24 (e) radiology; 

25 If) clinical dental technology; 

26 lg) dental laboratory technology; 

27 lhl asepsis; 

28 Ii) clinical jurisprudence; 

29 lj) medical emergencies. 

30 14) Applicants who fail to score a 75% average on the written and practical examinations may, 

~na Ler,ls/atlve Counc/1 
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upon payment of the appropriate fee, have a second opportunity to take the written or practical 

2 examinations, or both, !Jrovieleel that all a!)!)lisaAts uAeler a7 2Q aoa(1) are examiAed OR or Before /\!]ril 1, 

3 -1-9%-." 

4 

5 

6 

Section 7. Section 37-29-401, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-29-401. Standards of conduct and practice. Each denturist fffilSt shall comply with the 

7 following standards in flis the denturist's practice: 

8 I 1) There shall Be at least three se!)arato roe ms: 

9 (a) a rese!]tieA ream; 

10 (b) aA B!Jeratery ream; aAel 

11 (el a laBeratery. 

12 (2) The e!)eratery roam must have a siAI( aAel eus!)ieler with ruAAiAg water anel a dis!]esal system. 

13 [d) There must be a sterilizatieA UAit aAel eelel elisiAfeetaAt iA every effise ta iAsure the !)reteetieA 

14 sf the !JUBlie. Eash eleAturist shall tal(e eare te use !)r0!)er sterilization and sanitatien teehnieiues iA all 

1 5 !]hases of his werk. 

16 (4) i;'leers, walls, eeilings, anel eeAshes must ee l(B!Jt in a sanitary seAelitieA. 

17 {6) Every !)atieAt must ha·te a se!)arate aAel eleaA eie aAel a elispesaele eu!J. 

1 8 {e) Every deAturist shall wear a eleaA aAd !JFefessieAal garmeAt. 

19 17) Every elenwrist shall wash his hanels with germieidal er aAtise!)tie seap and water iA the 

20 !]FBSBAS0 sf eaeh patieAt. 

21 OOill eYefV Each licensed denturist fffilSt shall carry a current cardiopulmonary resuscitation card. 

22 19) Aeleeiuate ans BBA'renieAtly leeatee teilet faeilities must Be !)re~·ieleel withiA the buileliAg. 

23 ++Gl-ill. A complete record of each patient must be kept. 

24 f-1-4-H~ All teeth and materials used slcla-11 must meet American dental association standards. 

25 f4-2·H.11 All nonmetal full dentures slcla-11 must be permanently identified with the first and last name 

26 of the owner at the time of processing the dentures. 

27 (5) The standard of care for a denturist who treats a denture, partial denture, or immediate denture 

28 patient must be the same as for a dentist. 

29 (6) The guidelines provided by the centers for disease control and prevention must be the standard 

30 of care used by a denturist for infection control." 
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Section 8. Section 37-29-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-29-402. Prohibitions. Ne 6 licensed denturist may not: 

( 1) extract or attempt to extract teeth; 

(2) initially prescribe or initially insert immediate dentures in the mouth of the intended wearer or 

delegate the insertion to another, including the patient, or resume postsurgical treatment before adequate 

healing has occurred as determined by the treating dentist whose responsibility for immediate dentures is 

limited to care during the healing period, after which responsibility for the immediate dentures is the 

denturist's; 

(3) diagnose~ et 

HJ. treat any abnormalities, except that a licensed denturist may apply tissue conditioning agents; 

t4+ifil recommend any prescription drug for any oral or medical disease; et 

Wifil constructL et fit, or adiust orthodontic appliances, including orthotic appliances and splints;. 

17) diagnose, evaluate, or treat temporomandibular joint syndrome or temporal mandibular joint 

dysfunction; 

(8) construct, reproduce, make, fit, or place dental prostheses on dental implants; or 

191 engage in the practice of dentistry as defined in 37-4-101 by being a manager, proprietor, 

operator, or conductor of a dental clinic or office." 

Section 9. Section 37-29-403, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-29-403. Procedure for making and fitting partial denture -- responsibility. ( 1) J.fil Prior to 

making and fitting a partial denture, a denturist shall: 

(a) formulate a study model of tAo intended denture; 

AAill refer tho patient to a dentist, togetlcter witict ticte moelel fer teotlct eleaning, rneutict 13re13aratien, 

and i1 rays, as needed for diagnosis and treatment of the natural teeth and supporting structures; and 

tetilll make the partial denture and fit it to the existing teeth after the dentist has completed the 

procedures listed in subsection f+He+ ill.lfil and in aeeerdanee witict ticte elentist's reeemmendatiens. 

(bl The dentist's responsibility is limited to those procedures listed in subsection { 1 )(a)(i). 

{c) The denturist is responsible for the design, construction, supervision, and adjustment of the 

partial denture. 

(2) A denturist may not cut, surgically remove, or surgically reduce any tissue or teeth in the 
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process of fitting a partial denture. 

2 (3) A denturist who makes or fits a partial denture in a manner not consistent with this section is 

3 subject to the sanctions provided in 37-29-311." 

4 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Grounds for disciplinary proceedings -- sanctions -- recovery of costs. 

6 ( 1) The board may revoke any license or censure, place on probation, or suspend any person licensed 

7 under this chapter and may also impose a fine of not more than $5,000 for each incident for any of the 

8 following: 

9 (a) malpractice or negligence; 

10 (bl unprofessional conduct as defined by the board by rule; or 

11 (c) a violation of any provision of this chapter or rules or orders of the board. 

12 (2) The board may recover the reasonable costs of a proceeding against a licensee that is based 

13 on any of the grounds described in subsection (1) and that results in disciplinary action being taken against 

14 the licensee. 

15 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 11. Procedure for investigations -- sanctions -- denial of license. (1) 

17 Upon receipt of a complaint or upon its own motion, the board shall determine whether the matters alleged 

18 warrant investigation and may cause investigation to be made. If the board finds preliminary cause for 

19 imposing the sanctions listed in [section 101, it may do so in accordance with the provisions of the Montana 

20 Administrative Procedure Act. If the board finds that the evidence obtained does not justify the imposition 

21 of sanctions, it shall notify the licensee and the complaining party and may not take further action. 

22 (2) If the board finds that the evidence obtained does not warrant suspension or revocation of a 

23 license but does warrant other sanctions, it may: 

24 (a) issue a public or private decree of censure; or 

25 lb) impose a period of probation with terms and conditions appropriately adapted under the 

26 circumstances of the particular case. 

27 13) Before a sanction of censure or probation becomes effective, the licensee is entitled to an 

28 opportunity for a contested case hearing to the same extent that an opportunity for hearing is afforded prior 

29 to suspension or revocation of a license. 

30 (4) In addition to its authority to impose sanctions, the board may deny an application for a license 
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for any of the following reasons: 

2 (a) failure to meet the relevant requirements of this chapter; 

3 (bl making any untrue or fraudulent statement in support of the application; or 

4 (c) any of the grounds set forth in [section 1 OJ. 

5 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 12. Repealer. Section 37-29-412, MCA, is repealed. 

7 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 13. Codification instruction. ( 1) [Section 1] is intended to be codified 

9 as an integral part of Title 37, chapter 29, part 1, and the provisions of Title 37, chapter 29, part 1, apply 

10 to [section 1 l. 

11 (2) [Sections 10 and 11] are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 37, chapter 29, part 

12 4, and the provisions of Title 37, chapter 29, part 4, apply to [sections 10 and 11]. 

13 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0368. as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act declaring the legislative purpose in regulating the practice of denturitry; revising 
the definition of denture; prohibiting a denturist from managing, operating, conducting, or 
being a proprietor of a dental clinic or office; prohibiting a denturist from diagnosing, 
evaluating, or treating temporomandibular disorders; requiring a denturist to refer a partial 
denture patient to a dentist before constructing or fitting a partial denture; prohibiting 
a denturist from prescribing immediate dentures; providing for disciplinary procedures and 
sanctions for a denturist. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The bill affects the practice of denturitry. Costs for rule-making and license 
discipline are contained in the Executive Budget recommendation for the 1997 Biennium. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

Fiscal Note introduced 




