
54th Legislature 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY BJ 

LC0681.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR TERMINATING LOCAL WATER 

5 QUALITY DISTRICTS OR JOINT LOCAL WATER QUALITY DISTRICTS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

6 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Referendum to abolish local water quality district or joint local water 

11 quality district -- termination procedures. ( 1) A person owning a fee-assessed unit located within a local 

12 water quality district or a joint local water quality district may petition the commissioners of a local water 

13 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district to submit a referendum to the 

14 registered voters residing in the district to terminate or abolish the district. The petition must be in writing 

1 5 and contain the signatures and addresses of 20% or more of the owners of fee-assessed units in the 

16 district. The petition requesting a referendum for termination or abolishment of a district must be delivered 

17 to the county clerk who shall endorse on it the date on which the petition was received and immediately 

18 deliver the petition to the commissioners of a local water quality district or the board of directors of a joint 

19 water quality district. 

20 12) Upon receipt of a valid petition described in subsection (1 ), the commissioners of a local water 

21 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district shall, within 45 days of receiving 

22 the petition requesting a referendum, submit the referendum to the registered voters residing in the district. 

23 If a majority of the registered voters in a district approve the termination of that district, the commissioners 

24 of a local water quality district or the board of directors ot a joint water quality district shall, by resolution, 

25 terminate and abolish the district within 30 days after the registered voters approve the referendum. 

26 

27 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Allocation of funds upon termination of local water quality district or 

28 joint local water quality district. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), if a local water quality district 

29 or joint local water quality district is terminated, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 

30 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 must be deposited in the county general fund. In the case of a terminated joint 
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local water quality district, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4529 must be allocated 

2 between the counties on the basis of the number of fee-assessed units located in each county. 

3 (21 If the funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 are derived from 

4 grants or gifts that restrict the use of those funds, the county treasurer shall return those funds to the 

5 grantor or donor. 

6 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified 

8 as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, apply 

9 to [sections 1 and 2]. 

10 

11 

12 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 299 

INTRODUCED BY BECK, GRADY 

SB0299.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR TERMINATING LOCAL WATER 

5 QUALITY DISTRICTS OR JOINT LOCAL WATER QUALITY DISTRICTS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

6 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Referendum to abolish local water quality district or joint local water 

11 quality district -- termination procedures. ( 1 l A person owning a fee-assessed unit located within a local 

12 water quality district or a joint local water quality district may petition the commissioners of a local water 

13 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district to submit a referendum to the 

14 registered voters residing in the district to terminate or abolish the district. The petition must be in writing 

1 5 and contain the signatures and addresses of 20% or more of the owners of fee-assessed units in the 

16 district. The petition requesting a referendum for termination or abolishment of a district must be delivered 

1 7 to the county clerk who shall endorse on it the date on which the petition was received and iA9A9eeiately 

18 eeliver the petitieA ta VALIDATE THE SIGNATURES WITHIN 60 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE PETITION. IF 

19 THE PETITION CONTAINS VALID SIGNATURES OFAT LEAST 20% OF THE OWNERS OF FEE-ASSESSED 

20 UNITS LOCATED WITHIN THE DISTRICT, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL NOTIFY the commissioners of a 

21 local water quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district. 

22 (2) Upon receipt of a valid petition described in subsection ( 1), the commissioners of a local water 

23 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district shall, withiA 4 e eavs ef reeeiviAg 

24 the petitieA reEj1:1estiAg a refereASl:IA9, submit the referendum to the registered voters residing in the district 

25 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 7-5-136. If a majority ef the registered voters in a distriet 

26 a1313re•~e tAe termination of tAat aistriet, tAe eeFRFRissieners ei a leeal water Ej1:1ality eistriet er tAe tcward of 

27 direetors ef a joint water Ej1:1ality aistriet shall, ll•; resel1:1tien, terminate one allelish the aistriet within ao 
28 aavs aher the rogisteroa Yetors appreYe the reierona1:1rn. 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Allocation of funds upon termination of local water quality district or 
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joint local water quality district. ( 1) Except as provided in subsection (2), if a local water quality district 

2 or joint local water quality district is terminated, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 

3 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 must be deposited in the county general fund. In the case of a terminated joint 

4 local water quality district, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4529 must be allocated 

5 between the counties on the basis of the number of fee-assessed units located in each county. 

6 (2) If the funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 are derived from 

7 grants or gifts that restrict the use of those funds, the county treasurer shall return those funds to the 

8 grantor or donor. 

9 

1 O NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2) are intended to be codified 

11 as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, apply 

12 to [sections 1 and 2]. 

13 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

15 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 299 

INTRODUCED BY BECK, GRADY 

SB0299.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR TERMINATING LOCAL WATER 

5 QUALITY DISTRICTS OR JOINT LOCAL WATER QUALITY DISTRICTS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

6 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O NEW SECTION. Section 1. Referendum to abolish local water quality district or joint local water 

11 quality district •· termination procedures. ( 1 l A person owning a fee-assessed unit located within a local 

1 2 water quality district or a joint local water quality district may petition the commissioners of a local water 

13 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district to submit a referendum to the 

14 registered voters residing in the district to terminate or abolish the district. The petition must be in writing 

15 and contain the signatures and addresses of 20% or more of the owners of fee-assessed units in the 

1 6 district. The petition requesting a referendum for termination or abolishment of a district must be delivered 

17 to the county clerk who shall endorse on it the date on which the petition was received and iR'IR'IBEliately 

18 EleliYer the JletitieA te VALIDATE THE SIGNATURES WITHIN 60 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE PETITION. IF 

19 THE PETITION CONTAINS VALID SIGNATURES OFAT LEAST 20% OF THE OWNERS OF FEE-ASSESSED 

20 UNITS LOCATED WITHIN THE DISTRICT, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL NOTIFY the commissioners of a 

21 local water quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district. 

22 (2) Upon receipt of a valid petition described in subsection I 1 ), the commissioners of a local water 

23 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district shall, withiA 4 Ii Ela•rs ef Feeei\•iA!l 

24 the JjetitieA reEfttDstiA!l a refereAElttm, submit the referendum to the registered voters residing in the district 

25 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 7-5-136. If a majerity ef the re!jistoreEl veters iA a Elistriot 

26 appre,10 tRe toFmiAa1ien ef that Bielriet, 1he aemmiosienere ef a loeal 1,1ta1:or 1:1uaHt:•t• Elist:riat er the BoareJ af 

27 Biroot:ore of a joiRt •Nater quality Biat:riet shall, By reeoh:nion, 1erFRinete an~ aBolish tf=le Sio:t:riot Y.'itl=liA 60 

28 Ela','& after the rogieteree ve1era appro•,e the reteroneh::1FR, 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Allocation of funds upon termination of local water quality district or 
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joint local water quality district. ( 1) Except as provided in subsection (2), if a local water quality district 

2 or joint local water quality district is terminated, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 

3 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 must be deposited in the county general fund. In the case of a terminated joint 

4 local water quality district, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4529 must be allocated 

5 between the counties on the basis of the number of fee-assessed units located in each county. 

6 (2) If the funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 are derived from 

7 grants or gifts that restrict the use of those funds, the county tre1asurer shall return those funds to the 

8 granter or donor. 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified 

11 as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, apply 

12 to [sections 1 and 21. 

13 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

15 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 299 

INTRODUCED BY BECK, GRADY 

SB0299.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR TERMINATING LOCAL WATER 

5 QUALITY DISTRICTS OR JOINT LOCAL WATER QUALITY DISTRICTS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

6. EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O NEW SECTION. Section 1. Referendum to abolish local water quality district or joint local water 

11 quality district•· termination procedures. (11 A person owning a fee-assessed unit located within a local 

12 water quality district or a joint local water quality district may petition the commissioners of a local water 

13 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district to submit a referendum to the 

14 registered voters residing in the district to terminate or abolish the district. The petition must be in writing 

1 5 and contain the signatures and addresses of 20% or more of the owners of fee-assessed units in the 

16 district. The petition requesting a referendum for termination or abolishment of a district must be delivered 

1 7 to the county clerk who shall endorse on it the date on which the petition was received and ifl'IR'!Oeiately 

18 eoli~·or tl=le petitien te VALIDATE THE SIGNATURES WITHIN 60 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF THE PETITION. IF 

19 THE PETITION CONTAINS VALID SIGNATURES OF AT LEAST 20% OF THE OWNERS OF FEE-ASSESSED 

20 UNITS LOCATED WITHIN THE DISTRICT, THE COUNTY CLERK SHALL NOTIFY the commissioners of a 

21 local water quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district. 

22 (2) Upon receipt of a valid petition described in subsection (1), the commissioners of a local water 

23 quality district or the board of directors of a joint water quality district shall, .,.,,itl=lin Hi eave ef reeei..-ino 

24 tl=le petitien re11~eoting a re1erene~flR, submit the referendum to the registered voters residing in the district 

25 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 7-5-136. If e R'lajeri~ e1 tl=lo rogieteroe ·;etore iR a eistriet 

26 a11pre¥e the terFAinatieA ef that Bietriat, the eomFRiseionere ef a leoal t/tater q1:ialit2,1 EiistFiet er tRe Beare ef 

27 Eliroe1ore ef a joint •Nater qldaliW dietriet &hell, ~'J' reeolt:1tioA, torFfliRate aA8 abolioR tho SietFiet •llithin 60 

28 elaye after tRe regieteroel 11etere appre•te the referenSblm. 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Allocation of funds upon termination of local water quality district or 
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joint local water quality district. j1) Except as provided in subsection (2), if a local water quality district 

2 or joint local water quality district is terminated, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 

3 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 must be deposited in the county general fund. In the case of a terminated joint 

4 local water quality district, any funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4529 must be allocated 

5 between the counties on the basis of the number of fee-assessed units located in each county. 

6 (2) If the funds held by the county treasurer pursuant to 7-13-4525 or 7-13-4529 are derived from 

7 grants or gifts that restrict the use of those funds, the county treasurer shall return those funds to the 

8 granter or donor. 

9 

1 O NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 21 are intended to be codified 

11 as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, and the provisions of Title 7, chapter 13, part 45, apply 

12 to [sections 1 and 2]. 

13 

14 

15 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

/:&,,n• Lat1l.,atli,e cound 
• 2 - SB 299 




