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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE CRITERIA UPON WHICH A GOVERNING BODY 

DECIDES TO WHICH PROPERTIES VACATED PLATS REVERT; AND AMENDING SECTION 76-3-305, MCA." 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 76-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

"76-3-305. Vacation of plats -- utility easements. (1) Any plat prepared and recorded as~ 

provided in this section may be vacated either in whole or in part as provided by 7-5-2501, 7-5-2502, 

suesestiens (1) ans (2) ef 7-14-2616(11 and (21, 7-14-2617, sueseetiens (11 ans (2) ef 7-14-4114(11 and 

13 ill, and 7-14-4115, ans upen sueh. Upon vacation, the governing body shall determine to which 

14 properties the title to the streets and alleys of SHOO the vacated portions te the senter thereof shall must 

15 revert. The governing body shall take into consideration the previous platting; the manner in which the 

16 right-of-way was originally dedicated, granted, or conveyed; the reasons stated in the petition requesting 

17 the vacation; the parties requesting the vacation; and any agreements between the adiacent property 

18 owners regarding the use of the vacated area. The title to the streets and alleys of the vacated portions 

19 may revert to one or more of the owners of the properties within the platted area adjacent to SHOO the 

20 vacated portions. 

21 (21 However, when any poleline, pipeline, or any other public or private facility is located in a 

22 vacated street or alley at the time of the reversion of the title thereto to the vacated street or alley, the 

23 owner of saie the public or private utility facility shall haYe has an easement over the vacated land to 

24 continue the operation and maintenance of the public utility facility." 

25 -END-
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INTRODUCED BY FORRESTER, R. JOHNSON, MILLS, MCGEE, BISHOP 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE CRITERIA UPON WHICH A GOVERNING BODY 

5 OR THE DISTRICT COURT DECIDES TO WHICH PROPERTIES VACATED PLATS REVERT; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTION 76-3-305, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 76-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "76-3-305. Vacation of plats -- utility easements. (1) Any plat prepared and recorded as fIBffiif. 

12 provided in this section may be vacated either in whole or in part as provided by 7-5-2501, 7-5-2502, 

13 sueseetisns (1) anel (2) of 7-14-2616(1) and (2), 7-14-2617, sueseetions (1) anel (2) of 7-14-4114{1) and 

14 ill, and 7-14-4115, anel upsn suoh. Upon vacation, the governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT, AS 

15 PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502, shall determine to which properties the title to the streets and alleys of Sttel=I the 

16 vacated portions to tho eenter theresf shall must revert. The governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT, 

17 AS PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502, shall take into consideration the previous platting; the manner in which the 

18 right-of-way was originally dedicated, granted, or conveyed; the reasons stated in the petition requesting 

19 the vacation: the parties requesting the vacation; and any agreements between the adjacent property 

20 owners regarding the use of the vacated area. The title to the streets and alleys of the vacated portions 

21 may revert to one or more of the owners of the properties within the platted area adjacent to Sttel=I the 

22 vacated portions. 

23 (2) However, when any poleline, pipeline, or any other public or private facility is located in a 

24 vacated street or alley at the time of the reversion of the title thorots to the vacated street or alley, the 

25 owner of saie the public or private utility facility shall ha•,·o has an easement over the vacated land to 

26 continue the operation and maintenance of the public utility facility." 

27 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 254 

INTRODUCED BY FORRESTER, R. JOHNSON, MILLS, MCGEE, BISHOP 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE CRITERIA UPON 'NHICH A GOVERNING BODY 

5 OR THE DISTRICT COURT DECIDES TO WHICH PROPERTIES VACATED PLATS REVERT; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTION 76-3-305, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 76-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "76-3-305. Vacation of plats •· utility easements. ( 1) Any plat prepared and recorded as ~ 

12 provided in this section may be vacated either in whole or in part as provided by 7-5-2501, 7-5-2502, 

13 &1:1iaseetieAe (1) aAEI (21 ef 7-14-2616(1) and 121, 7-14-2617, 01:1laoeetieAo (1) aAEI (21 ef 7-14-4114(] l and 

14 ill, and 7-14-4115, BREI 1:111eA e1:1eti. Upon vacation. the governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT, AS 

15 PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502. shall determine to which properties the title to the streets and alleys of &tteA the 

16 vacated portions te ttle eeAter ttiereef otiall must revert. The governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT. 

17 AS PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502. shall take into consideration the previous platting; the manner in which the 

18 right-of-way was originally dedicated. granted. or conveyed: the reasons stated in the petition requesting 

19 the vacation; the parties requesting the vacation: and any agreements between the adjacent property 

20 owners regarding the use of the vacated area. The title to the streets and alleys of the vacated portions 

21 may revert to one or more of the owners of the properties within the platted area adjacent to &tteA the 

22 vacated portions. 

23 (2) However, when any poleline, pipeline, or any other public or private facility is located in a 

24 vacated street or alley at the time of the reversion of the title ttierete to the vacated street or alley, the 

25 owner of &aiEI the public or private utility facility ehell hen has an easement over the vacated land to 

26 continue the operation and maintenance of the public utility facility.· 

27 -END-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CHANGING THE CRITERIA UPON WHICH A GOVERNING BODY 

OR THE DISTRICT COURT DECIDES TO WHICH PROPERTIES VACATED PLATS REVERT; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 76-3-305, MCA." 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 76-3-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "76-3-305. Vacation of plats -- utility easements. (1) Any plat prepared and recorded as~ 

12 provided in this section may be vacated either in whole or in part as provided by 7-5-2501, 7-5-2502, 

13 s1,1esoetieAs ( 1) aAa (21 of 7-14-2616( 1) and (2), 7-14-2617, a1,1esoeti0As I 1) a Ra (2) of 7-14-4114( 1) and 

14 11J., and 7-14-4115, aAa l,lf:lOA 91,10"1. Upon vacation, the governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT, AS 

15 PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502. shall determine to which properties the title to the streets and alleys of~ the 

16 vacated portions ta tRe ooAtor tl:!ereof sl:!all must revert. The governing body OR THE DISTRICT COURT, 

17 AS PROVIDED IN 7-5-2502. shall take into consideration the previous platting: the manner in which the 

18 right-of-way was originally dedicated, granted, or conveyed; the reasons stated in the petition requesting 

19 the vacation: the parties requesting the vacation; and any agreements between the adjacent property 

20 owners regarding the use of the vacated area. The title to the streets and alleys of the vacated portions 

21 may revert to one or more of tho owners of the properties within the platted area adjacent to~ the 

22 vacated portions. 

23 (2) However, when any poleline, pipeline, or any other public or private facility is located in a 

24 vacated street or alley at the time of the reversion of the title tl:!orete to the vacated street or alley, the 

25 owner of eaie the public or private utility facility el:!ell AaYe has an easement over the vacated land to 

26 continue the operation and maintenance of the public utility facility." 

27 -END-
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