54th Legislature LCOB12.01

SEMATIZ BILL NO. 19>

—

2 INTRODUCED BYJ)Oha"’“ 2/%,@__—————- )
: NJ
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING ELECTIONS;
5  ENCOURAGING ELECTOR PARTICIPATION BY CONSOLIDATING THE TIMES AT WHICH ISSUES ARE
6 SUBMITTED TO ELECTORS; ESTABLISHING UNIFORM TIMES FOR THE QPENING AND CLOSING OF
7  POLLS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2215, 7-2-2605, 7-2-2709, 7-2-4104, 7-2-4106, 7-2-4902,
8 7-3-103, 7-3-149, 7-3-176, 7-3-186, 7-3-187, 7-3-192, 7-3-1205, 7-3-1208, 7-3-1229, 7-3-1231,
9  7-3-4208, 7-3-4213, 7-3-4222, 7-3-4223, 7-3-4305, 7-3-4310, 7-3-4311, 7-5-133, 7-5-136, 7-5-4321,
10 7-6-2344,7-6-4285,7-7-2223,7-7-2227,7-7-2229,7-7-2237, 7—7—4226‘ 7-7-4227,7-7-4235,7-7-44286,
1M 7-7-4427, 7-8-4201, 7-11-305, 7-11-307, 7-12-4243, 7-13-2208, 7-13-2231, 7-13-2323, 7-13-2341,
12 7-13-4204,7-14-210,7-14-1134,7-14-2205,7-14-2504,7-14-4404,7-14-4512,7-14-4642,7-15-2111,
13 7-15-4408, 7-16-2411, 7-16-2442, 7-31-106, 7-31-107, 7-31-109, 7-32-235, 7-34-2110, 7-34-2414,
14 7-35-2106, 13-1-106, 20-6-203, 20-6-205, 20-6-211, 20-6-312, 20-6-315, 20-6-317, 20-9-353,
16 20-20-105, 20-20-106, 20-20-201, 20-20-202, 20-20-203, 20-20-204, 22-1-303, 22-1-402, 67-11-303,
16  76-1-604, 85-9-206, AND 85-9-623, MCA "
17
18  BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA.:
19
20 Section 1. Section 7-2-2215, MCA, is amended to read:
21 "7-2-2215. Election on question of creating new county -- proclamation and notice. (1} Within 2
22 weeks after its determination of the truth of the allegat\ions af the petition, the beard of county
23 commissioners shall arder and give proelamation-and notice of an election to be held enaspecified-day-
24 petdessthanB60-days-thereafters for the purpose of deterrr;ining whether the territory proposed to be taken
25h from the county shak is to be established and organized into a new or enlarged county, ard for the election
26 of officers, and far_the location of a county seat thereferin-oease ﬁ the vote at the election is in favor of
27 the establishment and organization of a new county formed from a portion of one existing county or from
28  portions of two or more existing counties.
29 (2) The guestion of determining whether the proposed territory shal-be is taken from the county
30 and added to the proposed new county must be included on the ballot for the next esunRtywide reqular or
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primary—generab—orschost election scheduled not less than 60 days after the date of the proctamation order
and notice.

{3) All registered electors of the county shall-be are entitled to vote at the election. Registration
and transfers of registration sha# must be made and sha# must close in the manner and at a time provided
by law for registration and transfers of registration for a general election in Montana.

{4) If the proposed new county is an existing county to be enlarged by territory taken from the
county in which the petition was filed, the board of county commissioners of the proposed new county

shall hold an election in the manner described in subsections {1} through (3)."

Section 2. Section 7-2-2605, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2605. Notice and conduct of election. (1} Notice of sueh an election for_removal of a county

seat, clearly stating the object, must be given and the election must be held and conducted and the returns
made in all respects in the manner prescribed by law in regard to the submitting of questions to the electors

of a locality under the general election iaw at a regular or primary election.

{2} In voting on the question, each elector must vote for the place in the county which ke the

glector prefers by placing the mark X opposite the name of the place."

Section 3. Section 7-2-2709, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2709. Spesial-election Election on question of abandonment and consolidation. (1) {a) Within
14 days after transmittal of the resoclution provided for in 7-2-2707, the boards of county commissioners
of the county in which the petition referred to in the resolution was filed and of each county designated
in the resolution as a county to which any of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abelished, would
be attached and made a part, shall, in a joint meeting and by joint resolution of s4eh the boards, call a

special election in all affected counties to be held_in conjunction with the next reqular or primary election.

{b) The joint resolution shall fix a day for holding the election in sueh the counties-whish-shall-be

general election will be held in the counties not less than 90 days or more than 120 days after the date of
the resolution provided for in 7-2-2707, the joint resolution sha#t must direct that the question be submitted

to the registered electors of the counties at the general election. The joint resolution shall must be filed in

the office of the secretary of state, and copies thereetshalt of the resglution must be transmitted to the

-2
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election administrator of each of the counties in which the election is to be held.

{2) At the election there shall must be submitted:

{al 1o the reqistered electors of the county in which the petition was filed, the question of whether
or not the county skalt is to be abandoned and abolished and its territory attached to and made a part of
the county designated and named for the purpose in the petition; and

(b} to the registered electors of each county named and designated in the resolution as a county
to which a part of the territory of the county proposed to be abandoned and abolished sha# is to be
attached and made a part if the county shal-be-se is abandoned and abolished, the question of whether
or not the part of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abolished, described in the resolution shal

must be attached to and become a part of the county.”

Section 4. Section 7-2-4104, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-4104. Election on question of organization. (1) After filing the petiticn and census, if there
is the requisite number of inhabitants for the formation of a municipal corporation as required in 7-2-4103,
the county commissioners must shall call an election of all the registered electors residing in the territory
described in the petition.

{2) The election must be held at a convenient place within the territory described in the petition,

to be designated by the board. }f possible, the election must be held in conjunction with a regular or

primary_election.

{3) The ballots used at the election must contain the words "For incorporation” or "Against

incorporation”, and all elections must be conducted as provided in Title 13."

Section 5. Section 7-2-4106, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-2-4106. First election for officers. (1) When the incorporation of a city or town is completed,
the board of county commissioners ruast shall give notice for 30 days in a newspaper published within the

limits of the city or town or, if none is published $hereir within the limits, by posting notices in six public

places within the limits of the eerporatian city or town of the time and place or places of holding the first

election for offices of the eerporation city or town. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular

or primary election.

(2) At suebk the election, all the electors qualified by the general election laws of the state who

IZ\\ (Montana Legisiative councll
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have resided within the limits of the city or town for 6 months and within the limits of the ward for 30 days
preceding the election are gualified electors and may choose officers for the city or town, to hold office as
prescribed in 7-2-4107.

(3) The board must shall appoint election judges and canvass and declare the result thereof of the

glection. The efection must be conducted in the manner required by law for the election of county officers.”

Section 6. Section 7-2-4902, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-4902. Disincorporation by election. (1) Any city or town may be disincorporated in the
manner provided in this section.

(2) If the registered electors of a city or town equal in number to at least 15% of the number of
electors registered at the last municipal general election petition the board of county commissioners of the
county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate the city or towns; or if the ¢ity governing body
by a two-thirds vote of all its members resolves to disincorporate, then the board shall order—wkin66
days—that a special election to be held within the city or town on the guestion of disincorporating the city

or town. The dayforholding-the election mayrot-belessthan/b-days—ermore-than120-days—after-the

board-orders-the must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.”

Section 7. Section 7-3-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-103. Amendment of self-government charter or adopted alternative form of government. (1)
An amendment 10 a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of government may only be
made by submitting the question of amendment to the electors of the local government. To be effactive,
a proposed amendment must receive an affirmative vote of a majority of the electors voting on the
question. An amendment approved by the electors becomes effective on the first day of the local
government fiscal year following the fiscal year of approval unless the question submitted to the electors
provides otherwise.

{2} An amendment to a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of government may
be proposed by initiative by petition of 15% of the electors registered at the last general election of the
local government or by ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on amendment of a charter

or an adopted alternative form of government shal must be submitted to the electors as-seen-as-pessible

at a-regutarly-seheduled the next
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reqular or primary election arat-a-spacial-election.

{3) Theloceal government, by ordinance, may provide procedures for the submission and verification

of initiative petitions.”

Section 8. Section 7-3-149, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-149. Election on alternative form. {1} The governing body shall call a special election on the

guestion ot an alternative form of government to be held at the next regular or primary election that is at

least 75 days after the call and within3-20-days—e+ the date of filing with the records administrator under

7-3-146. 61~ The records administrator

shall prepare and print notices of the speeial election.

{2) The cost of the election shelt must be paid for by the local government.

{3} (a) The affirmative vote of a simplie majority of those voting on the question is required for
adoption.

(b} In any election involving the question of consolidation, each question shalt must be submitted
to the electors in the county and requires an affirmative vote of a simple majority of the votes cast in the
county on the question for adoption. There is no requirement for separate majorities in local governments
voting on consolidation.

{c) In any election involving the question of county merger, the questions shal must be submitted
to the electors in the counties affected and regquires require a majority of the votes cast on the guestions
in each affected county for adoption.

(d) If the electors disapprove the proposed new form of local government, amendments, or

consolidation plan, the local government retains its existing form.”

Section 9. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-176. Election of commission members. (1) If the question of reviewing the local government
and establishing a study commission is approved, an election to fill the positions on the local government
study commission shah must be held in conjunction with the 3884-general-elestion—date—er—at-the first
regularly scheduled election of the local government conducted after 90 days following the election
establishing the study commission. A primary election may not be held.

{2) The names of study commission candidates who have filed declarations of nomination not later
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than 75 days before the date of the election skal must be placed on the baltot. There is no filing fee. The
election is nonpartisan, and candidates shall must be listed without party or other designation or siogan.
The secretary of state shall prescribe the bailat form for study commissioners.

(3) Candidates for study commission positions shal must be electors of the local government for
which the study commission has been established. The candidates may not be elected officiais of the local
government.

{4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of study commission positions to be elected,
receiving the highest number of votes, which includes votes cast for candidates who have officially filed
nominations and votes for write-in candidates, skall must be declared elected. If there is a tie vote among
candidates, the governing body shall decide by lot which candidate will fill the position.

(5) If the number of study commissioners elected is not equal to the number required to be

selected, the ehairman presiding officer of the governing body, with the confirmation of the governing body,

shall appoint the additional study commissioners within 20 days of the election. Ne An elected official of

the local government may ngt be appointed.”

Section 10. Section 7-3-186, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-186. Study commission timetable. (1) Each local government study commission shall, within
90 days of its organizational meeting, establish a timetable for its deliberations and actions. The timetable
must be published in a local newspaper of general circuiation. The timetable may be revised, but each
revision must be republished.

{2} The timetable must provide, at a minimum, the following provisions, to be accomplished
chronologically in the order presémed:

{a) conduct one or more public hearings for the purpose of gathering infarmation regarding the
current form, functions, and problems of local government;

(b) formulate, reproduce, and distribute a tentative report, containing the same categories of
information required to be included in the fina! report;

{c) conduct one or more public hearings on the tentative report;

(d} adobt the final report of the commission and set the date for a special election on the question
of adopting a new plan of government or, if the study commission is not recommending any changes,

publish and distribute the final report as provided in 7-3-187 within 60 days after the final report is adopted.

f\ (Montana Legistative Council
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The special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 11. Section 7-3-187, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-187. Final report. (1) Every A study commission shall adopt a final report. If the study

commission recommends an alternative form of government, the final report shall must contain the

foltowing materials and documents, each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

(a) those materials and documents required of a petition proposing an alteration of an existing form
of government in 7-3-142;

(b} a certificate establishing the date of the special election, which aay must be held in conjunction
with a regulady—seheduled reqular or primary election, at which the alternative form of government shat
be is presented to the electors and a certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or questions;
and

(c) a certificate establishing the dates of the first primary and general elections for officers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2) The final report shall must contain any minority report signed by members of the commission
who do not support the majority proposal.

(3} If the study commission is not recommending any changes, its final report shatse mustindicate

that changes are not recommended.

(4) The study commission shall file two copies of the final report with the department of commerce,
one of which the department shall forward to the state library. A copy of the final report shalt must be
certified by the study commission 10 the municipal or county records administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

(5} Sufticient copies of the final report are-te must be prepared for public distribution. The final
report must be available to the electors not later than 30 days prior to the election on the issue of adopting
the alternative plan. Copies of the final report may be distributed to electors or residents of the local
government or governments affected.

{6) After submission of the final report, the commission shall deposit copies of its minutes and

other records with the county clerk and recorder.”

Section 12. Section 7-3-192, MCA, is amended to read:

L7 -
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"7-3-192. Election on recommendation. (1) An aiternative plan of government recommended by

a study commission shal must be submitted to the voters as provided in 7-3-149-exeept-that-the-Study

(2} General ballot requirements and treatment of suboptions on an alternative plan of government

recommended by a study commission shalk must be the same as for recommendations by petition as

provided in 7-3-150 and 7-3-151."

Section 13. Section 7-3-1205, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1205. Certification of petition -- board action. (1) If the county election administrator shah
fird finds that sueh the petition or amended petition se-fied is signed by the required number of registered
electors, be the election administrator shall se certify the finding to the board of county commissioners ef

sueh-eegnty at their next regular meeting.

(2) Sueh The board shall, within 10 days after receiving the election administrator’s certificate,

order a special election to be held—at—which—elestior—sueh on_the question shal—be-submitted—to—the

registered-eloctors-ef-the-county. Bueh The order shall must specify the-timme-when-sueh that the election

erder—is—rade—anrd-the in_conjunction with the next regular or primary election. The board of county

commissioners shall irrrrediately—dpen-making-such-erder issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose
for which sueh the special election is held and the date of holding the same—which glection. The

proclamation must be published in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108."

Section 14. Section 7-3-1208, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1208. Election of commission upon favorable vote. (1) If the majority of the votes cast at
such the election shall-be are in favor of sweh the consolidation and merging, the board of county
commissicners of sweh the county rust shall, within 2 weeks after saeh the election returns have been

canvassed, order a special election 1o be held in conjunction with the next reqular or primary election for

fl\ (Montana Leglisiative Council
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the purpose of electing the number of members of the commission to which sueh the consolidated

municipality shal-ge is entitled. This order shall must specify the time when such the election shah will be

be-heldatthe-same-time-as-sueh-general-alection. The hoard of county commissioners, immediately upon
making sueh the order, shall issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose for which sueh the special

election is held and the date of holding the same—whieh the election. The proclamation must be published

in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108.

{2) Ne A primary election sha#t may not be held for the purpose of nominating candidates for
members of the commission hereinatterprovided-fer; 10 be voted for at sueh the special electionbutsueh
._The candidates shalt must be nominated directly by a petition which-shat-be that is in substantially the
same form and be signed by the same number of signers as hereinatter required for primary nominating
petitions. Sueh The election shal must be conducted, the vote must be returned and canvassed, and the

result must be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect to general elections.”

Section 15. Section 7-3-1229, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-3-1229. Submission af initiative measure to electors. (1) If the commission fails to pass an
ordinance proposed by initiative petition or passes it in a form ditferent from that set forth in the petition
therefor, the committee of the petitioners heretrafterpreovidedfor may require that it be submitted to a vote
of the electars either in its original form or with any change or amendment presented in writing, either at
a public hearing befare the committee to which the proposed ordinance was referred or during the
consideration thereet by the commission. if the committee of petitioners requires the submission of a
proposed ordinance to a vote of the electors, the committee shall certify that fact to the clerk and file in
his the clerk’s office a certified copy of the ordinance, in the form in which it is to be submitted, within 10
days after final action on sweh the ordinance by the commissian.

{2) Upon receipt of the certified copy of a proposed ordinance from the committee of the

petitioners, the clerk shall certify the fact to the commission at its next regular meeting. H-ea—rrunispal

the-cemmission—sdeh The proposed ordinance shal must be submitted to a vote of the electors at sueh

.9-
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the next reqular or primary election. H—re-such—elestion—is—to-be--held-within-the—timeaforesaid,—the

shal-be-submittedte-the-electors—at-the-first-election-holdoftertheo-expiration-ot-sueh-6-menths: If when
submitted-to-the-elesters-a majority of those voting on a proposed ordinance skhakl vote in favor t»hefee# of

the proposed ordinance, it shal-thereupon-be is an ordinance of the municipality.”

Section 16. Section 7-3-1231, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-1231. Action on referendum petition. (1) If a referendum petition gr amended petition is found
sufficient, by the clerk—he shall certify that fact to the commission at its next regular meeting; and the

ordinance or part thereof of the ordinance set forth in the petition skeall may not go into effect, or further

action thereundershalbe under the ordinance is suspended if it shai-have has gone into effect, until
approved by the electors as-herematterprovided.

{2) Upanreceipt of the clerk’s certificate, the commission shall preesed-te reconsider the ordinance

or part #dereet of the ordinance, and its final vote upon sueh reconsideration shal must be upon the

question "Shall the ordinance (or part of the ordinance) set forth in the referendum petition be repealed?”

If upon swebk reconsideration the ordinance or part thereet of the ordinance is not repealed, it shall must

be submitted to the electors at the next rruateipat reqular or primary election held-petless-than-80-days

seona—than—the-time-—aferesaid- If when submitted to the electors any ordinance or part shereed of an

ordinance is not approved by a majarity of those voting thereen on the issue, it shal-be—deemed is

repealed.”

Section 17. Section 7-3-4208, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4208. Petition to organize under commission form -- election required. (1) Upen When a

petition Bewng on the question or reorganization under this part is filed with the city council; and is signed

by not less than 25% of the gualified electors of sueh the city registered for the last preceding general city

election, 8

10 -
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ofsueh-eity—said the city council shall thereupon-and-within-30-days-thereafter order a special election to

be held in_coniunction with the next regular or primary election. At this election, the question of

reorganization of sweh the city under the provisions of this part shal must be submitted to the gualified

electors of sueh the city.

(2) 8ush The order of the city council shal must specify thereir the time when sueh the election

Section 18. Section 7-3-4213, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4213. Election for first city officers. (1} If a majority of the votes cast at sueh the election
shal-be is in favor of sueh-prepesition reorganization, the city councit sust shall, at its first regular meeting

held theroafter after the election, order a special election to be held for the purpose of electing a mayor and

the number of councilmen to which sueh the city shal-be s entitled. The order shah must specify the time

of holding sueh the election, which must be reless-than—b-and-ro-mere-thar-B0-days—after-the-making
of-said-order—aid-the held in conjunction with a regular or primary etection. The mayor shall thereupon

issue a proclamation setting forth the purposes for which sdeh the special election is called and the day
of holding the same election. The proclamation shal must be published for 10 successive days in each daily

newspaper published in saeh the city if there besueh is a daily newspaper-etherwise: or once a week for

2 consecutive weeks in each weekly newspaper published thereir in the city; . and-a A copy thereefshal

atse of the proclamation must be posted at each vating place within saig the city and aise in at least 10

of the most public places in said the city.
{2) Swueh The election shalt must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the result must

be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect to other city elections.”

Section 19. Section 7-3-4222, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4222. Adoption of ordinances. (1) Every Each ordinance or resolution apprapriating money,
ordering any street or sewer improvement e~sewer, making or authorizing the making of any contract, or
granting any franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways, bridges, or public places in the city
for any purpose skaH must be complete in the form in which it is finally passed and remain on file with the

city clerk for public inspection at least 1 week before the final passage or adoption thereef of the ordinance

11 -
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or resolution.

(2) Ne An ordinance passed by the council, except when otherwise required by the generai laws
of this state or the provisions of this part and except an ardinance for the immediate preservation of the
public peace, health, or safety whieh that contains a statement of its urgency and is passed by a two-thirds
vote of the council, shalt may not go into effect before 10 days from the time of its final passage. If during
the 10-day period a petition signed by electars of the city equal in number to at least 25% of the entire
number of persons registered to vote at the last preceding general municipal election, protesting against
the passage of sweh the ordinance, is presented to the council, the ordinance shali—thereupon—be is
suspended from going into operation and the council shalt reconsider the ordinance. if the ordinance is not
entirely repealed, the council shall submit the ordinance to the vote of the electors of the city, either at a

general election or at a special municipal election te-be-ealed-ter-that-purpese held in conjunction with a

reqular or primary election. The ordinance shalt may not go into effect or become operative unless a

majority of the electors voting on the ordinance vote in favor of its adoption.”

Section 20. Section 7-3-4223, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4223. Granting of franchises. Ne A franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways,
bridges, or public places in any—sdeh a city shall may not be granted, renewed, or extended except by
ordinance; . arg—every A franchise or grant for interurban or street railways, gasworks or waterworks,
electric light or power plants, heating plants, telegraph or telephone systems, or other public service utilities
or renewal or extension of apy-sueh the franchise or grant within seek the city must be authorized or
approved by a majority of the electors voting therean on the issue at a general election or a special election

held in conjunction with a regular or primary election as provided in 7-5-4321 and 7-5-4322."

Section 21. Section 7-3-4305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4305. Petition to organize under cammission-manager form -- election required. (1) Upon a
the filing of a petition beirg-filed with the city or town council, signed by not less than 15% of the gualified
electors of the municipality registered for the last general municipal election, proposing that the question
cf reorganization under this part and part 44 be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality, the

city or town council shall within-30-days order a special election to be held—at-whieh in conjunction with

a reguiar or primary election. At the election, the guesticn of reorganization of the municipality under the

-2 -
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provisions of this part and part 44 must be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality.

{2) The order of the city or town council must specify the time when the election swst will be held;

Section 22. Section 7-3-4310, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4310. Special election for municipal officers. (1) If the majority of the votes cast at sueh the

glection skall-be are in favor of sueh-prepesitien reorganization, the city or town council sust shall hold

a meeting within 1 week thereafter after the election and atsueh-meeting order a special election to be held

in conjunction with a reqular or primary election for the purpose of electing the number of commissioners

to which sueh the municipality shak-be is entitled. This order shall must specify the time of holding sueh

The mayor shall thereupen issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose for which saeb the special

election is held and the day of holding the seme glection. The proclamation skall must be published for 10

successive days in each daily newspaper published in seeh the municipality if there be-sueh;-otherwise; is

a _daily newspaper or for 2 successive weeks in each weekly newspaper published sherewr—and—a in the

municipality. A copy thereetshall of the proclamation must also be posted at each voting place within saig
the municipality and atse in five of the most public places in saig the municipatlity.

(2) Such The election skal must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the result must
be declared in the same manner as provided by law inrespeette for other municipal elections.

(3} The provisions of 7-3-4341 are to be foilowed in the special election, except that the date bf

the prirary election shall must be eteast8b-days in conjunction with a regular or primary election held

before the special election.”

Section 23. Section 7-3-4311, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4311. Procedure for multimunicipality organization. (1} Whenever the inhabitants of any

community or group of communities in any county, whether separately incorporated in whole or in part or

unincorporated

; desire to be organized into or annexed to an

incorporated city or town under the provisions of this part and part 44, the board of county commissioners

of saeh the county may or upon the presentation of a petition signed by not less than 25% of the qualified
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electors in sgek the community or group of communities must shall issue a proclamation ordering a special

election to be held in conjunction with a reguiar or primary election.

(2) At this election, the question of the organization of sweh the community ar group of
communities as a municipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 shalf must be submitted to the
qualified electors within the propesed municipal district. 8aid The proclamation shall must specify the time
when and the places where sdeh the election shalt will be held—whish-must-be-notess—than—tb-ormore
than—90-days—irom—the—date—ei filingsueh—potition, and shal must define the boundaries of said the
proposed municipal district, which skalt must inciude all sueh communities, ard cities, and suebk any
additional adjacent territory as-shal that, in the judgment of the board of county commissioners, provide
provides for future urban growth.

(3) If a majority of the legal voters at said the election vote in favor of the organization of sueh the
municipal district or in favor of annexation to an incorporated city or town, then the board of county
commissioners shall declare the result of said the election and immrediately-thereafter shall give notice far

30 days in a newspaper published within the proposed municipal district or, if Aene-be a newspaper is not

published #hereir in the proposed district, by posting notices in six public places within the limits of said

the district of the time and place or places of holding the first election for commissioners of sueh the
municipal district under this law. At sueh the election, all electors qualified by the general election laws of
the state who have resided within the limits of the municipal district for 6 months are qualified electors.
The board of county commissioners must shall appoint judges and clerks of etection and canvass and

declare the result thereef of the election. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary

election and must be conducted in the manner prescribed by law for the election of county officers—and

the._The commissioners se elected must qualify in the manner prescribed by law for county officers."

Section 24. Section 7-5-133, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-133. Processing of petition. (1) The governing body may, within 60 days of receiving the
petition, take the action called for in the petition. If the action is taken, the question need not be submitted
10 the electors.

(2) It the governing bady does not within 60 days take the proposed action, then the question shat
must be submitted to the electors at the next seheel: regular or primary—ergenerat election e—a-special
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Section 25. Section 7-5-136, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-136. Submission of question to electors. {1) Any ordinance proposed by petition, e+ any
amended ordinance proposed by petition, or any referendum on an drdinance which—s entitled to be
submitted to the electors shal must be voted on at the next regular election to be held in the local
government unless:

(a) the petition asks that the guestion be submitted at a special election and is signed by at least
25% of the electors of the local government, in which case the governing body shall cail a special election

to be held in conjunction with a reqgular or primary election; or

{b) the governing body calls for a special election on the question to be held in conjunction with

a reqular or primary election.

{2) A special election may not be held sooner than 75 days after the adequacy of the petition is
determined by the election administrator ar the governing body orders a special election.

{3) If the adequacy of the petition is determined by the election administrator less than 75 days
prior to the next regular election, the election shal must be delayed until the following regular election
unless a special election is called.

(4) Whenever a measure is ready for submission to the electars, the appropriate election
administrator shall in writing notify the governing body and shall publish notice of the election and the
ordinance whish that is to be proposed or amended. In the case of a referendum, the ordinance sought to

be repealed shalt must be published.

(5} The question skal must be placed on the ballot, giving the electors a choice between accepting
or rejecting the proposal.
(6) if a majority of those voting favor the proposal, it becomes effective when the election results

are officially declared unless otherwise stated in the propesal.”

Section 26. Section 7-5-4321, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-5-4321. Grant of exciusive franchise -- election required. (1) The council may not grant an
exclusive franchise or special privilege to any person except in the manner specified in subsection (2}). The

powers of the council are only those expressly prescribed by faw and those necessarily incident therete the

aw.

{2} MNe An exclusive franchise for any purpose, except contracts for solid waste management

215 -
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systems as defined in 75-10-103, which may not exceed 10 years, may not be granted by any city or town
or by the mayor or city council thereaf to any person, association, or corporation without first submitting

the application therefer for an exclusive franchise to the electors of the city at a regular or primary

Section 27. Section 7-6-2344, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-6-2344. Limitation on amount of emergency expenditures and liabilities -- election. (1) Unless
the excess above the sums listed in subsections {1){a), (1)(b}, and (1)(c) is first authorized by a majority

of the electors of the county; voting at a general glection or a special election held in conjunction with a

reqular or primary election, the aggregate total of all expenditures made or liabilities incurred in any fiscal

year 10 meet emergencies, other than those caused by fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, epidemic, riot,
or insurrection, may not exceed:

(a} $25,000 in counties of class 1, 2, 3, or 4;

{b) $15,000 in counties of class 5 or &; and

{c} $7,500 in counties of class 7.

{2} The guestion of authorizing the excess expenditures shall must be submitted in the following
form, inserting in the ballot the amount of the excess proposed to be authorized and a description of the
emergency to be met:

Shall the board of county commissioners of .... County, Montana, be authorized to make additional
expenditures and incur additional liabilities in the amount of $.... over and above the sum of $.... to meet
an emergency caused by .....

[} YES

(] NO

{3} The total of all emergency budgets and appropriations made #herein in any eae year to be paid
from the county poor fund may not exceed the amount whieh that would be produced by a mill levy equal
to the difference between the mills levied in that year and the maximum mill levy authorized by law to be
made for sueh the poor fund, computed against the taxable value of the property subject to sueh the levy

as shown by the last completed assessment roll of the county.”

Section 28. Section 7-6-42556, MCA, is amended to read:

- 16 -
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"7-6-4255. Use of emergency warrants. {1) All emergency expenditures shal must be made by
the issuance of emergency warrants drawn against the fund or funds properly chargeable with suek the
expenditures. The city treasurer is authorized and directed to pay sueh the emergency warrants with any
money in seeh the fund or funds available for sueR that purpose. If at any time there shallnot besufficient
is insufficient money available in sueh the fund or funds to pay sueh the warrants, then sweb the warrants
shall must be registered, must bear interest, and mugt be called in for payment in the manner provided by
law for other city warrants.

{2) The clerk shall include in his the annual tabulation to be submitted to the council the total
amount of emergency warrants issued during the preceding fiscal year. Subject to the provisions of
subsection (3}, the council shall, in their the tax levies, include a levy for each fund sufficient to raise an
amaunt equal to the total amount of sueh any emergency warrants-H-there-be—ary; remaining unpaid at
the close of sush the preceding fiscal year because of insufficient money in sueh the fund to pay the same
warrants.

(3) (a) Ne A levy shall may not be made for any fund in excess of the levy authorized by law to
be made therefor for the fund.

(b} The council may submit the guestion of funding sueh the emergency warrants at an election

as provided by law. |f possible, the election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.

If at apy—suek the election the issuing of sueh funding bonds be is authorized, it shat is not thea—be

necessary for any levy to be made for the purpose of paying sueh the emergency warrants."”

Section 29. Section 7-7-2223, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2223. Election required for issuance of certain bonds. (1) County bands for any purpose other
than those enumerated in 7-7-2221 and 7-7-2311 may not be issued unless authorized at a duly-eated

special election held in conjunction_with a reqular or primary election or a general election at which the

question of issuing saek the bonds is submitted to the registered electors of the county and approved as
provided in 7-7-2237. |

{2) Ne A bond election may not be called unless the board of county commissioners:

(a) initiates and unanimously adopts a resolution in accordance with the provisions of 7-7-2227(2);
ar

(b) receives a petition, delivered and certified by the election administrator, asking that seeh the

17 -
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election be held and the question be submitted. The petition must be signed by at least 20% of the

registered electors of the county.”

Section 30. Section 7-7-2227, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-7-2227. Examination of petition -- resolution calling for election. (1) Upon delivery of the
certified petition, the board shall carefully examine the petition and make sueh any other investigation as
that it may consider necessary. If it is found that the petition is in proper form, bears the requisite number
ot signers of qualified petitioners, and is in all other respects sufficient, the board shall pass and adopt a
resolution that contains the provisions of subsection (2} plus the essential facts in regard to the petition and
its filing and presentation.

(2} The resolution shalt must:

(a) recite the purpose or purposes for which the bonds are proposed to be issued;

(b} fix the exact amount of bonds proposed to be issued far each purpose, which amount may be
less than but must not exceed the amount set forth in the petition;

{c) determine the number of years through which sueh the bonds are to be paid, not exceeding the
limitations fixed in 7-7-22086; and

(d) make provision for having the question submitted to the registered electors of the county at

the next general election or at a special election that is held in conjunction with a regular or primary election

and that whieh the board may call for that purpose.
{(3) Whenever a board of county commissioners initiates a resolution in accordance with the

provisions of 7-7-2223, the resolution must contain the provisions of subsection (2}."

Section 31. Section 7-7-2229, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2229. Notice of election. (1) Whether sueh the election is held at the general election or at

a special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election, separate notice ska# of the election

must be given theraef,
(2) (a) The notice shak must state:
(i} the date when the election will be held;
ithed I . I Mt :

HHHii) the amount of bonds proposed to be issued;
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4wtiii) the purpose of the issue;

vHiv) the term of years through which the bonds are to be paid; and

f¥i}{v) sueh other information regarding the holding of the election and the bonds proposed to be
issued as that the board may consider proper.

{b)] If bonds are to be issued for two or more purposes, each purpose and the amaount therefor for
each purpose must be separately stated.

{3) The notice shad must be published as provided in 13-1-108."

Section 32. Section 7-7-2237, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2237. Percentage of electors required to authorize bond issue. Whenever the question of
issuing county bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a county at either a general

election or a speciai election held in coniunction with a reqular or primary election, the determination of the

approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1} determine the total number of electors who were quailified to vote in the bond election;

{2} determine the total number of guaiified electors who voted in the bond election from the tally
sheet or sheets for the election;

{3} calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection (2) by the number determined in subsection (1); and

{4) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 40% or more, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

{5} when the calculated percentage in subsection {3} is more than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond proposition is considered approved and adopted if 60% or more of the votes cast were in favor of
the proposition, atherwise it is considered rejected: or

(8) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 30% or less, the bond proposition is

considered rejected.”

Section 33. Section 7-7-4226, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4226. Resolution to submit question of issuing bonds to voters. {1} When the governing body

of any municipality considers it necessary to issue bonds pledging the general credit of the municipality

-19 -
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pursuant 1o a#y a statute of this state, the governing body shall pass and adopt a resoiution.

(2) The resolution skalt must:

(a) recite the purpose or purposes for which it is proposed to issue the bonds;

{b} fix the amount of bonds to be issued for each purpose;

(c) determine the number of years through which the bonds are to be paid, not exceeding the limits
fixed in 7-7-4205; and

{d} unless the baonds are revenue bonds not pledging the general credit of the municipality, make
saeh provisions as that are necessary for submitting the question to the registered electors of the city or

town at the next general city or town election or at a special election that is held in conjunction with a

regular or primary election and that whiek the governing body may call for the purpose.

(3) Whenever the bond issuance is proposed by petition, the governing body shall, before
submitting the measure to the electors, pass a resolution containing the information herein required in this
sectipn and—r-additiontherete, setting forth the essential facts in regard to the filing and presentation of

the petition."

Section 34. Section 7-7-4227, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-7-4227. Notice of election. (1) Whether ssek the election is heid at the generat city or town

election or at a special election held in conjunction with a requiar or primary election, separate notice shalt

of the election must be given thereof.

{2) (a) The notice shal must state:

{i} the date when the election will be held;

+w(iii) the purpose thereef of the bonds;

+fivl the term of years through which the bonds will be paid; and

+{v} sueh other information regarding the election and the proposed bonds as that the board may
consider proper.

(b} f the bonds proposed to be issued are for two or more purposes, each purpose and the amount

thereet for each purpose must be separately stated.

{3} The notice shal myst be published as provided in 13-1-108 and may be posted in each voting
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precinct in the city or town at least 10 days prior to the date for holding the election.”

Section 35. Section 7-7-4235, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4235. Percentage of electors required to authorize the issuing of bonds. Wherever Whenever
the question of issuing bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a city or town at

either a general glection or a special etection held in conjunction with _a requiar or primary election, the

determination of the approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1) determine the total number of electors who were qualified to vote in the bond election;

(2) determine the total number aof qualified electors who voted in the bond election from the talily
sheet or sheets for the election;

(3) calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection (2} by the number determined in subsection {1}; and

(4) when the calculated percentage in subsection {3} is 40% or more, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

(5) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is more than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond proposition is considered approved and adopted if 60% or more of the votes cast were in favor of
the proposition, otherwise it is considered rejected; or

(6) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3} is 30% or tess, the bond proposition is

considered rejected.”

Section 36, Section 7-7-4426, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-7-4426. Autharization for undertaking and issuance of bonds. (1) The acquisition, purchase,
construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking may be authorized
under this part.

{2) Bonds may be authorized to be issued under this part by resolution or resolutions of the
governing body of the municipality:

{a) without an election; or

{b) when authorized by a majority of the gualified electors voting upon sueh the question at a

special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, shewld if the governing body in its

S 2% -
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sole discretion ehoese chooses to submit the guestion to the electorate.”

Section 37. Section 7-7-4427, MCA, is amended 10 read:
"7-7-4427. Special election on question of issuing bonds. (1) When the governing body has chosen

to submit the question of issuing bonds to the electorate, the special election shkall must be_held in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election and must be noticed and conducted as provided far municipal

general obligation bonds in chapter 7, part 42.

{2) The special election shall must be held not later than the next municipal election held after the
councit or governing body of the municipality has by resolution or resolutions approved the acquisition,
purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking as

provided in this part and ordered said the special election.”

Section 38. Section 7-8-4201, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-4201. Disposal or lease of municipal property. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2},
the city or town council may sell, dispose of, or lease any property belonging to the city or town.

{2} (a) The lease or transfer must be made by an ordinance or resolution passed by a two-thirds
vote of all the members of the council.

{b) Except for property acquired by tax deed, if the property is held in trust for a specific purpose,
the sale or lease must be approved by a majority vote of the electors of the municipality voting at an

election called for that purpose. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

{3) This section may not be construed to abrogate the power of the board of park commissioners
to lease all lands owned by the city that were acquired for parks within the limitations prescribed by

7-16-4223."

Section 39. Section 7-11-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-305. Availability of petition or recommendation and service plan. {1} Sufficient copies of the
petition or recommendation of the interlocal cooperation commission proposing a service consolidation or
transfer and the service pian must be made available to the public for inspection at convenient locations
and at reasonable hours to provide all interested persons an opportunity to review the recommendations

and documents. The copies must be available no later than 30 days prior to an election on the proposal if
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sdeh an election is to be held. If the election is held, it must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary

election,
{2) Each local government affected by the proposal may distribute copies of the service plan to its

residents.”

Section 40. Section 7-11-307, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-307. Election on service cansolidation or transfer. (1) The governing bodies ot each local

government affected by a proposed service consolidation or transfer shall jointly call a special electian on

the question of service consolidation or transfer, to be held rodess-thantb-ormore-than120-daysefthe

regular_or primary election.

county election administrator shall prepare and print notices of the special election.

(2) The cost of the election shal myst be shared by the affected local governments in proportionate

shares as agreed to by the governing bodies of the local governments.”

Section 41. Section 7-12-4243, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-12-4243. Procedure to create and maintain supplemental revolving fund. (1} (a) A supplemental
revolving fund may be created by ordinance, subject to the approval of a majority of the qualified electors

voting upon the question at a general election or a special election held in conjunction with a regular or

primary glection.

(b) As used in 7-12-4241 through 7-12-4258, "qualified electors" shaW-mrear means registered
electors of the municipaiity.

(2) The supplemental revolving fund shall must be created and maintained solely from the net
reveonuas revenue of parking meters. The ordinance may pledge to said the revolving fund all or any part
of the net reverues revenue of parking meters which-may-ba-therowned, of leased, of rented, or thereafter
acquired by the city or town. Said The ordinance shall must contain sueh any provisions i—+respestte
concerning the purchase, control, operation, repair, and maintenance of parking meters, including rates to

be charged, and the application of the net revenues-therefrem revenue from the meters and the

management and use of the supplemental revolving fund as that the council shal-deem considers
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necessary.”

Section 42. Section 7-13-2208, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-13-2208. Decision on petition -- election required. (1) On the final hearing, sa«d the board of
county commissioners shall make sueh any changes in the proposed boundaries whieh-be within the county

as-may-be-deemed that are considered advisable and shall define and establish sweh the boundaries;. but

said The board of county commissioners skal may not modify said the boundaries as+e in_a manner that

would exclude from sdeh the proposed district any territory whieh that would be benefited by the formation
of such the district, rershatary—tards—whieh Land that will not, in the judgment of said the board of
county commissioners, be benefited by sueh the district may not be included within sweh the proposed
district.

(2) Upon the final determination of the boundaries of the district, the board of county
commissioners of each county in which saig the district lies shall give notice of an election to be held in
said the proposed district for the purpose of determining whether or not the seme-shall-be district is to be

incorporated. The date-6+-the election

Haa-hearhg-ot-such-petition must be beld in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 43. Section 7-13-2231, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2231. District to be governed by board of directors, {1) At an election to be held within a
district under the provisions of this part and part 23 and the laws governing general elections not

inconsistent therewith this part and part 23, the district thus-erganized shall preceed—within-120-days-after
ws—formation—to-the-clestion-of elect a board of directors. The election must be held in conjunction with

the next requiar or primary election.

(2) The board of directors is the governing body of suek the district.”

Section 44. Section 7-13-2323, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2323. Election on question of incurring bonded indebtedness. The board of directors shall
fix a date upon which an election shal-be is held for the purpose of authorizing the bonded indebtedness

to be incurred. The election must be held in cenjunction with a regular or primary election.”

- 34 -
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Section 45. Section 7-13-2341, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-2341. Addition of land to district. {1} Except as provided in subsection (5), any portion of
any county, any municipality, or both, may be added to any district organized under the provisions of this
part and part 22 at any time upon petition presented in the manner provided in this part and part 22 for the
organization of sueh the district.

{2) The petiticn may be granted by ordinance of the board of directors of sueh the district. Sueh
The ordinance shalt must be submitted for adoption or rejection to the vote of the electors in sueh the

district and in the proposed addition at a general election or a special election held—as-previdedinthis-part

in conjunction with

a regular or primary election,

{3} If sueh the ordinance is approved, the president and secretary of the hoard of directors shall
certify that fact to the secretary of state and to the county clerk and recorder of the county in which sueh

the district is located. Upon the receipt of stehtast-mentioned—certifieate the certification, the secretary

of state shall within 10 days issue his a certificate,+reeiting that states the passage of said the ordinance
and the addition of said the territory to said the district. A copy of sueb the certificate shall must be
transmitted to and filed with the county clerk and recorder of the county in which sueh the district is
situated.

(4) Rremord-afterthe-date After the filing of sush the certificate, the territory rerred-thereinshall
be-deemed is added to and ferm is a part of said the district with all the rights, privileges, and powers set
forth in this part and necessarily incident therete to this part.

(5) If the board of directors determines that a district has a water facility or a sewer facility with
a capacity greater than required to meet the needs of the current district, it may by ordinance, upon petition
of contiguous property owners and with the written consent of all property owners to whom the service
is to be extended, expand the district to include fand, to the extent of excess capacity, without complying
with subsections (1} and {2}. However, if the board determines that an election should be held or if 40%
or more of the members of the district petition for an election, compliance with subsections (1) and (2} is

required.”

Section 46. Section 7-13-4204, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-4204. Rental charges for use of sewer system -- election required. {1) Upon being petitioned
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by 5% of the gualified electors, the city council shall submit to a vote to the gualified electors, at the

annual municipal election or at amy a special election called-ferthat-purpese held in conjunction with a

reqular or special election, the question of whether or not the city council may establish and collect rentals

for the use of sueh the sewer system, ard may fix the scale of sweh the rentals, and may prescribe the
manner and time at which sueh the rentals shall must be paid:

{a) to provide sueh the sewer fund; ardier

{b) to provide for the retirement of suek the bonds ardier and the payment of the interest on sueh
the bonds; andier or

{c) for any purpose hereir mentioned in this section.

{2) If a majority of votes is cast in favor of sueh the proposition, then the city or town council may
establish and collect rentals for the use of any—sueh the sewer system, ard may fix the scale of sueh
rentals, ard may prescribe the manner and time at which sueh the rentals should be paid, and te may
change sueh the scale of rentals from time to time as may—be-deemed considered advisable.

{3) The reverdes revenue provided in this section shal-be are in addition to and not exclusive of

other revendes-which revenue that may be arew legally coilected for sewer payment.”

Section 47. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district. (1} The commissianers,
upon completion of the public hearing, shall proceed by resolution to refer the creation of sueh the district
to the persons qualified to vote on sueh the proposition.

(2) The commissioners may designate in their resalution whether a special election shalt is to be

held in conjunction with a regular or primary election or whether the matter shat-be is to be determined at

the next general election. If a special election is ordered, the eemmissioners-shallspesifytathei order must

specify the date for the election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appaint and designate

election judges and clerks therefor.”

Section 48. Section 7-14-1134, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-1134. Method of funding deficiency. (1) Subject to the conditions stated in this section, the

governing body of aay a county or ary of a municipality having a population in excess of 10,000—with
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goverament-is-included; may by resolution covenant that if at any time all revendes revenue, including

taxes, appropriated and collected for sueh bonds issued pursuant ta this part are insufficient to pay principal

or interest then due, it will levy a general tax upon all of the taxable property in the county or municipality
for the payment of suek the deficiency. The governing body may further covenant that at any time a
deficiency is likely to occur within 1 year for the payment of principal and interest due on sueh the bonds,
it will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the county or municipatity for the payment of sueh
the deficiency;. ard-s4eh The taxes are not subject to any limitation of rate or amount applicable to other
county or municipal taxes but are limited to a rate estimated to be sufficient to produce the amount of the
deficiency. If more than one local government is included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this
part, the local governments may apportion the obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipation
of, a deficiency in the reverues revenue appropriated for sueh the bonds in suek a manner as that the local
governments may determine.

{2) The resolution shalt must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the
substance of the covenant respecting deficiencies.

(3) {a) Ne-sush A resolution becomes is not effective until the question of its approval has been
submitted to the qualified electors of the local government at a special election;

(i) called for that purpose by the governing body aof the local government;

{ii} held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election; and

{iii} _approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question have—veted-A-faverthercef.

{b) The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicabie, as provided for
municipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election called by cities and towns,
and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an election called by
counties. If a majority of the electors voting thefeen on the issue vote against approval of the resolution,
the local government has-ro-avtharity—te may not make the covenant or te levy a tax for the payment of
deficiencies pursuant to this section;, butsueh The local government or authority may revertheless issue

bonds under this part payable solely from the sources referred to in 7-14-1133(1)."

Section 49. Section 7-14-2205, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-14-2205. Construction of bridge in municipality -- election. (1) Before undertaking the

construction in any city or town of any bridge, the cost of which shallexceed exceeds $10,000, the board
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of county commissioners shall submit to the gualified electors of the county at a general glection or a

special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election the question of whether the bridge

shalbe is (o be constructed and Hs—eest paid for by the county.

(2) (a) If the electors vote in favor of construction, the board may issue and sell bands of the
county e in the amount authorized for the construction of the bridge. Bonds shalt must be issued under
sueh the requlations as that apply to other bonds of the county.

{b) The bridge sha# must be constructed using the proceeds of sueh the bond sale.

{3} If the cost of the bridge daes not exceed the amount authorized to be raised by a special tax,

it may be levied as provided ir 7-14-2503."

Section 50. Section 7-14-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-2504. Additional road and bridge construction tax -- election required. (1) Each board may
make an additional levy upon the taxable property in the county of up to 10 mills erless for constructing
public highways and bridges.

{2) Before the additional levy may be made, the question shal must be submitted to a vote of the

people at seme a general election or a special election heid in canjunction with a regular or primary election.

The guestion must be in the following form, inserting the number of mills to be levied and the name of the

county:

"Shall there be an additional levy of .... milis upon the taxable property in the county of ...., state
of Montana, for the purpose of constructing public highways and bridges?

( YES

(1 NQ".

(3) A majority of the votes cast shal-be is necessary to permit the additional levy, which shalt must

be collected in the same manner as other road taxes."”

Section 51. Section 7-14-4404, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-4404, Tax levy for contracts to operate bus service. For the purpose of raising the necessary
money to defray the cost of the transportation service authorized by 7-14-4401(2) pursuant to sueh a
contract, lease, or lease and operating agreement with sueh an independent carrier or carriers, the city or

town council may annually levy a tax on the taxable value of all taxable property within the limits of the
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city or town. Whenever the council of the city or town considers it necessary to raise money by taxation

for such-purpese transpartation services in excess of the levy rew allowed by law, the council of the city

or town shall in the manner prescribed by law submit the question of sueh the additional levy to the
qualified electors of the city or town, either at the regular annual election held in the city or town or at a
special election that is held in conjunction with a regular or primary election and that is called for that

purpose by the council of the city or town. The additional levy irexeess-of-the<tevwyrow-alewed-bylaw

may not exceed 1% mills.”

Section 52. Section 7-14-45%12, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-4512. Referendum on parking meters prior to enacting ordinance. Ne An ordinance ef
orchranees providing for the purchasing, renting, leasing, or otherwise acauiring or installing, maintaining,
operating, or using sweh parking meters, devices, or instruments shal may not be enacted whatid-ard unless
the question of whether or not saeh the ordinance ererdiranees shall may be enacted has been submitted
to the qualified electors of sueh the city or town at a general election or a special election that is held in
conjunction with a reqular or primary election and that is cailed for that purpose. apdurlessatsuch-elestion
A ordinance may not be enacted unless authorized by a majority of the votes cast fer-and-against-the
guestion-shal-have-beer are in favor of $he enacting et=said the ordinance e—e+dinances.”

Section 53. Section 7-14-4642, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-14-4642. Election required to issue revenue bonds. (1) The power to issue revenue bonds as
provided in this part shall is not be operative in any city until the legislative body, either at a general

election or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, shal-sabmit submits to

the electors the question as 10 whether the legislative body, the commission, or both, shalbe are
authorized 10 adopt the revenue bond method of financing projects provided for hereirs in this part.

(2) Suek The question may must be placed before the electars and notice thereef must be given
in the same manner as provided by law for referring ordinances of the city to the electors. The qualifications
of electors shal-be are the same as those required for voting at municipal elections in the city for elective
ofticers thereat, The provisions relating to the qualifications of electors and manner of submission of the
guestion to the electars for the purposes of this part shall-govern-and-be are controlling, notwithstanding

any provision of law to the contrary Retwithstandirg.”
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Section 54. Section 7-15-2111, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-15-2111. Area of operation of county housing authority -- inclusion of municipalities. (1) The

area of operation of sueh a county housing authority shatHrelude-said includes the countys but rre-event

shal#+ does not include any city unless a resolution shal-have has been adopted by the governing body
of the city fand by any authority whieh-shat-have-beer-theretefore established and authorized to exercise
its powers in the city} declaring that there is need for the county authority to exercise its powers within
that city. Sweh The resolution shall is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the
electors within the corporate limits of sweh the city or town voting at either at a special election held in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election or at a general election.

(2) If, after the adoption of sush a resolution or resolutions, an authority is established for any city
within the county, the county authority shai-have-ro-pewerte may not initiate any further housing prejects
within sueh the city without the consent by resolution of the governing body thereaf of the city and of the

authority established for sueh the city.”

Section 55. Section 7-15-4408, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-15-4408. Voter approval required to create housing authority. The ordinance authorized by
7-15-4406{2) shaH is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the registered

electors within the city limits voting at either at a special election heid in conjunction with a regular or

primary election or at a general election.”

Section 56. Section 7-16-2411, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2411. Creation of county park district. (1) Proceedings for the creation of a county park
district may be initiated by:

{a) a petition signed by not less than 10% of the gualified electors of the proposed park district;
or

(b} a resolution of intent adopted by the county governing body, calling for the creation of a county
park district.

(2) The petition or resolution must contain:

{a) the boundaries of the proposed district;

(b) the proposed maximum property tax mill levy that could be levied on property owners within
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the district for the operation of the district; and

{c) the proposed number of members of the county park district commission. The number of
members must be an odd number and may not be less than three.

(3}. When the territory to be included in the proposed district lies in more than one county, a
petition must be presented to the governing body of each county in which the territory lies. Each petition
must be signed by not less than 10% of the qualified electors of the territary within the county proposed
to be inéluded in the district.

{4) Upon receipt of a petition for the creation of a county park district, the county clerk shall
examine it and within 15 days either reject the petition if it is insufficient under the provisions of subsection
{1}, {2), or {3) or certify that the petition is sufficient and present it to the county geverning body at its next
meeting.

{6} The text of the petition or resolution must be published as provided in 7-1-2121 in each county
in which the territory of the proposed district lies,

{6) At the hearing, the county governing body shall hear:

{a) testimony of all interested persons on whether a county park district should be created;

{b] testimony regarding the proposed boundary, property tax miil levy, and number of members of
the district commission; and

{c} any other matter relating to the proposed district.

(71 After the hearing, if the county governing body determines that the proposed park district
should be created, it shall by resalution set the boundaries of the proposed park district, the maximum mill
levy for the proposed park district, and the number of members to be on the district commission. The
resolution must aiso call for an election on the question of whether to create the county park district. The

election may must be held in conjunction with a regularly-sehaduied reqular or primary election, provided

that at least 75 days have elapsed between the adoption of the resolution and the election.”

Section 57. Section 7-16-2442, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2442. Dissolution of county park district. {1} A county park district may be dissolved after
an election on the question of dissolving the district. The process of dissolving the district may be initiated
by a petition of 25% of the electorate of the district or by a resclution of intent to dissolve the district

adopted by either the county park district commission or the county governing body.
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{2) Upan receipt of sueh a petition wiieh that has been certified by the county clerk as sufficient
under this section or upon the adoption of sueh a resolution of intent, the county governing body shall call

a public hearing on the question of dissolving the district and cause notice gf the hearing to be published

a-rotice-of-the-hearing in the official county newspaper.

(3) At the public hearing, the county governing body shall hear testimony of interested persons
regarding the dissolution of the district. After the public hearing, the county governing body may either
submit the question of dissolving the district to the electorate of the district or it may call for a public
hearing on the question of altering the boundaries of the district. If the county governing body calls for a
public hearing on the guestion of altering the boundarieé of the district by withdrawal of territory, it shall
cause-te-be—pubhshed publish notice of sueh-a the hearing in the official county newspaper. The notice
must state the boundaries of the area proposed to be withdrawn from the district. After hearing testimony
at sueh the hearing, the county governing body may submit the question of either dissolving the district
or altering the district by withdrawal of specified territory from the district to the electorate of the district.

(4) Sueb—a The guestion must be submitted by a resolution calling for an election on either
dissolving the district or altering the boundaries of the district by withdrawal of land from the district. The
county governing body rray-ecal-a-spesia-etectionforsuch-purpeses;—erit-may shall schedule the election
in conjunction with any other regularly scheduled election. The election on the question must be conducted
as provided in Title 13.

{5) The question of withdrawal of territory under this section must be voted on separately by the
electorate of the territory 1o be withdrawn and the electorate of the balance of the territory of the district.
The question fails unless a simple majority of those voting on the question in each of the two territories
authorize altering the district boundary. If the question passes, the boundary alteration is effective the
following January 1. If the question fails, the county governing body shall by resolution cail for an election

on the question of dissolving the district.”

Section 58. Section 7-31-106, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-106. Authorization for county to issue bonds -- election required. (1) If the petition is
presented to the board of county commissioners, #shal-be-the-duty-of the board shall, for the purpose of
raising money to meet the payments under the terms and conditions of said the contract and other

necessary and proper expenses sard-aboutthe-same for the contract and for the approval or disapprovali
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thereof of the petition:
{a) #o ascertain, within 30 days after submission of the petition, the existing indebtedness of the
county in the aggregate; and

{b) te submit, withr-60-days after ascertaining the same aggregate indebtedness, to the electors

of soeh the county the propaosition to approve or disapprove the contract and the issuance of bonds

necessary to carry out the same cantract. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or

primary election.

{2} The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 22.5% of the taxable value
of the taxable property ieret in_the county, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thereat of the county,
t0 be ascertained by the last assessment for state and county taxes previous to the issuance of said the

bonds and incurring of said the indebtedness.”

Section 59. Section 7-31-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-107. Authorization for municipality to issue bonds -- election required. (1) If said the petition
is presented to the council of any incorporated city or town, the council, for the purpose of raising money
to meet the payments under the terms and conditions of said the contract and other necessary and proper
expenses Hard-gboui-the-same for the contract and for the approval or disapproval thereef of the petition
shall:

{a}) shall ascertain, within 30 days after submission of the petition, the aggregate indebtedness of
sueh the city or town; and

(b} shall submit, within-80-days after ascertaining the same aggregate indebtedness, to the electors

of sueh the city or town the proposition to approve or disapprove said the contract and the issuance of

bonds necessary to carry out the same contract. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular

or primary election.

(2) The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 16.5% of the taxable value

of the taxable property therein in the city or town, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thereet of the city

or town, to be ascertained in the manner provided in this part.”

Section 60). Section 7-31-109, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-109. Conduct of election. (1) The vote upon swebk a proposition shall under this part must
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be had at an election for that purpose to be held, conducted, and counted and with results ascertained and
determined in the manner and by the same officers provided by law for general elections, except as

otherwise provided hereinin this section. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary

election,

(2} The proposition ¥ must be submitted shal-be upon printed tickets or ballots, upon each of
which shat-be is printed the following: "For the contract and bonds” and "Against the contract and bonds"
the-formerabove-the-katter. The elector shall indicatehis vote by a cross opposite the one erthe-etherfor
which-he-vetes statement.

(3) No registration under the election laws of this state shaH-be s reguired for the purposes of the
election hereip—provided—fer, and the registration had-at from the last election precedirg-the-sameshah
geveraand-controlas-if-espeeialiy-had-and-dere governs and controls for the purpose of the election to

be held under this part.”

Section 61. Section 7-32-235, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-32-235. Search and rescue units authorized -- under control of county sheriff -- optional
funding. (1) A county may establish or recognize one or more search and rescue units within the county.

(2} Exceptin time of martial rule as provided in 10-1-106, search and rescue units and their officers
are under the operational control and supervision of the county sheriff, or kis the sheriff’s designee, having
jurisdiction and whose span of control would be considered within reasonable limits.

(3) A county may, after approval by a majority of the people voting on the question at an election
held throughout the county, levy an annual tax of not more than 1 mill on each dollar of taxable value of

all taxable property within the county to support one or more search and rescue units established or

recognized under subsection {1). The election must be held_in _conjunction with a regular or primary

election.”

Section 62. Section 7-34-2110, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2110. Resolution calling for election. (1) The board of county commissioners inits resolution
ofreference may make sueh changes in the boundaries of the proposed district as that it considers
advisahle, without including any additional lands not described in the petition, and it shall cail an election

upon the gquestion of the creation of the district.
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{2) The board must shall designate in its resolution whether a special election shal-be is to be held
or whether the matter shal-be is to be determined at the next general election. If a special election is

ordered, the board must shall specify in its order the date for sweh the election. The special election must

be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election."

Section 63. Section 7_34&2414’ MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2414. Election required onh question of issuance of bonds. (1) Ne-bends Bonds may not be
issued by ary a county until the question of approval of the issuance of sueh the bonds has been submitted
to the registered electors of the county at a general election or a special electicn called for that purpose
by the governing body of the county and the majority of the electors voting on the question have voted in

favor thereof of issuing the bonds. A special election must be conducted in conjunction with a requiar or

primary election. The notice and conduct of the election shall must be governed, to the extent applicable,

by the laws governing the election on county general obligation bonds in chapter 7, part 22.

(2) It a majority of the electors voting thereor on the issue vote against the issuance of the bonds,

the county shalk-have-ro-autherty-te may not issue the bonds under 7-34-2411 through 7-34-2418."

Section 64. Section 7-35-2106, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-35-2106. Election details. (1) In its order, the board st shall designate whether a special
election shaH must be held or whether the matter shall must be determined at the next general election. If
a special election is ordered, the board must shall in its order specify the time. A special election must be

held in conjunction with a regular ar primary election.

(2) The election shal must be held in all respects, as nearly as practicable, in confarmity with the
generat election laws.
(3) At sweb the election, the ballots must contain the words "Cemetery district -- Yes" and

"Cemetery district - No"."

Section 65. Section 13-1-106, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-1-106. Time of opening and closing of polls for all elections -- exeeptiors exception. {H Polls
must be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., except potling places having fewer than 200 registered electors, which

must be open from noon to 8 p.m. or until all registered electors in any precinct have voted, at which time
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the polls shak must be closed immediately.

Section 66. Section 20-6-203, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-203. District consolidation. Any two or more elementary districts in one county may
consolidate to organize an elementary district. The consolidation sha# must be conducted under the
following procedure:

(1) At the time the consolidation proposition is first considered, the districts involved shall jointly
determine whether the consolidation shal-be is to be made with or without the mutual assumption of the
bonded indebtedness of each district by all districts included in the consolidation proposition.

{2) A consolidation proposition may be introcduced, individually, in each of the districts by either
of the twe following methods:

{a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to order an election
to consider a consolidation proposition involving their district; or

(b} not less than 20% of the electors of an elementary district who are qualified to vote under the
pravisions of 20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting an election 1o consider a
consolidation proposition involving their resident district.

{3} When the county superintendent has received a resoiution or a valid petition from each of the

districts included in the consolidation proposition, ke the county superintendent shall, within 10 days after

the receipt of the last resolution or petition and as provided by 20-20-201, order the trustees of each
elementary district included in the consolidation proposition to call a consolidation election.
(4) Each district, individually, shall call and conduct an election in the manner prescribed in this title

for school elections. The election must be held in_conjunction with a reqular or primary election. In

addition:

(a) if the districts to be consolidated are to mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each
district involved in the consolidation, the consolidation election atse—shalt must follow the procedures
prescribed in 20-6-206; or

(b) if the districts to be consolidated are not to mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each
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district involved irn the consolidation, the consolidation election alse—sha# must follow the procedures
prescribed in 20-6-207.

{5) After the county superintendent has received the election certification under the provisions of
20-20-416 from the trustees of each district included in a consolidation proposition, ke the county
superintendent shall determine if the cansolidation proposition has been approved in each district. |f each

district has approved the consolidation proposition, ka the county superintendent shall, within 10 days after

the receipt of the last election certificate, order the consolidation of sueh the districts. If k-befor the
consolidation {s with the mutual assumption of bonded indebtedness of each elementary district by all
districts included in the consolidation order, sueb the order shall must specify that all the taxable real and
personal property of the consolidated district shatassume assumes the bonded indebtedness of each
district. In addition, saeh the order shall must specify the number of the consolidated etementary district
and shel must contain the county superintendent’s appointment of the trustees for the consolidated district,
who shall serve until asuesesseris successors are elected at the next succeeding reqular schoo! efection
and qualified. The superintendent shall send a copy of saeh the order to the board of county commissioners
and to the trustees of each district incorporated in the consolidation arder.

{6) if any district included in the consolidation proposition disapproves the consolidation
proposition, the consolidation of all districts shatfail fails, and the county superintendent shall notify each

district of the disapprova! of the consolidation proposition.”

Section 67. Section 20-6-205, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-205. Elementary district annexation. An elementary district may be annexed to another
elementary district located in the same county when one of the conditions of 20-6-204 is met in accordance
with the following procedure:

{1) At the time the annexation proposition is first considered, the districts involved shall jointly
determine whether the annexation shal will be made with or without the joint assumption of the bonded
indebtedness of the annexing district by the district to be annexed and the annexing district.

{2) An annexation proposition may be intraduced in the district to be annexed by either of the two
following methods:

{a] the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to order an election

to consider an annexation proposition for their district; or
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{b) notless than 20% of the electors of the district who are qualified to vote under the provisions
of 20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting an election to consider an annexation
proposition for their district.

(3) Betareordering an election an the praposition, the county superintendent shall first receive from

the trustees of the annexing district a resolution giving h#a the county superintendent the authority to

annex sweh the district,
{4) When the county superintendent has received authorization from the annexing district, he the

county superintendent shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid petition from the

district to be annexed and as provided by 20-20-2C1, order the trustees of the district to be annexed to

call an annexation election. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular ar primary election.

(5} The district shall call and conduct an election in the manner prescribed in this title for school
elections. In addition:

(a) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume with the annexing district the bonded
indebtedness of the annexing district, the annexation election skal must aiso follow the procedures
prescribed in 20-6-208; or

{b) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly assume with the annexing district the bhonded
indebtedness of the annexing district, the annexation election shal must also follow the procedures
prescribed in 20-6-207.

{6) After the county superintendent has received the election certificate from the trustees of the
district conducting the annexation election under the provisions of 20-20-416 and if the annexatibn

proposition has been approved by sweh the election, he the county superintendent shall order the

annexation ot the territory of the elementary district voting on sueh the proposition to the elementary
district that has authorized the annexation to its territory. $weh The order shalt must be issued within 10

days after the receipt of the election certificate and, if #-be the election was for annexation with the

assumption of bonded indebtedness, shal the order must specify that ail the taxable real and persanal
property of the annexed territory shkal must jointly assume with the annexing district the existing bonded
indebtedness of the annexing district. The county superintendent shall send a capy of the order to the
board of county commissioners and to the trustees of the districts involved in the annexation order.

{7) ¥ the annexation proposition is disapproved in the district to be annexed, ishalfail th

proposition fails and the county superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval of the
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annexation proposition.”

Section 68. Section 20-6-211, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-211. Joint elementary district dissolution. (1) Any joint elementary district may be dissolved.
A proposition to dissolve a joint elementary district shal must be introduced by a petition signed by a
majority of the electors, qualified under the provisions of 20-20-301, who reside in the territory of the joint
district that is located within one county. Sdeh The petition shall must be addressed and presented to the
county superintendent of the county of residence of the petitioners,

{2) Whenever a county superintendent receives a valid petition for the dissolution of a joint

elementary district, ke the county superintendent shall immediately notify the county superintendents of

all the other counties with territory located in the joint district. The county superintendents jointly shall,
within 10 days after the receipt of the petition and as provided by 20-20-201, order the trustees of the joint
district to call an election. The trustees shall call and conduct, at the same time, separate elections in each
portion of the joint district that is located in a separate county. Sueh The elections shal must be called and
conducfed in the manner prescribed in this title for school elections and skall must be considered as if each

were an election in a separate district. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary.

election. An elector who may vote at a joint district dissolution election shal must be gualified to vote
under the provisions of 20-20-301. The election judges for each separate election in the joint district shall
send the election certificate to the county superintendent of the county in which they serve.

(3) After the receipt of the election certificates, the county superintendents shall jointly determine
the resuit of sueh the election on the following basis:

{a) if a majority of all the joint district electors voting at each election conducted in the joint district
are in favor of the dissolution of the joint district, the dissolution of the joint elementary district skal must
be approved,

(b} if two-thirds of the electors voting at one of the elections conducted in a county’s portion of
the joint district vote in favor of the joint district dissolution, the dissolution of that portion of sueh the joint
district may be approved if all the county superintendents invalved in sueh the dissalution proposition agree
that sueh the dissolution will not place an undue hardship on any other county’s portion of the joint district
and there is no good and sufficient reason why sueh the dissclution should not be made; or

{c} it the conditions of either subsection {3)(a} or {3}(b) cannot be satisfied, the dissolution of the
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joint district shal must be disapproved.

{4} The county superintendents shall jointly order the joint elementary district dissolution if the
proposition is approved and, whether it has been approved or disapproved, shall jaintly notify the joint
district of the result. The dissolution of a joint district sha-becerne is effective on the first day of the
ensuing school fiscal year.

{6) When the dissolution of a joint elementary district has been approved and ordered under
subsection (3}(a) abeve, the county superintendent of each county shall individually order the attachment
of the territory of the dissolved joint elementary district within kis the county to a contiguous elementary
district within bis the county except when a school is operated in sueh that territory, in which case the
territory shalt must operate as a separate elementary district of the county.

{8) When the dissolution of a joint elementary district has been approved and ordered under the
provisions of subseaction {3)(b} abeve, the county superintendent of the county where the dissolved portion
of the joint elementary district is located shall attach saeh the territory to a cantiguous elementary district
within kis that county.

{7) 1n the event a dissolution proposition is disapproved, A a subsequent joint elementary district

dissolution election ska# may not be held within 3 years thereaftes.”

Section 69. Section 20-6-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-312. County high school unification. {1} Any county high school may be unified with the
elementary district where the county high scheol building is located to establish a unified school system
under a unified board of trustees. If the county has not been divided into high school districts, a high school
district with boundaries coterminous with the county boundaries shaH must be created, except that such
high schooi district sha#t may not include the territory of any existing joint high school district located in
the county. The territory of an existing joint high school! district shalt must remain a part of sueh the joint
high school district. The creation of high school districts under thi’s provision shaltbe is in lieu of the high
school district division provisions of 20-6-303.

{2} A proposition to unify & county high school with the elementary district where the county high
school building is located shaH must be introduced whenever:

(a} the trustees of the county high school and the trustees of the elementary district individually

pass resolutions requesting the county superintendent to order an election to consider a unification

- 40 -

f'\ (Montana Legisiative Councif



H4th Legislaiure LCO618.01

Q O ® N O s~ Ww N -

L T T o T L S L T . e o I T T T e e T T
oo B o T e o B o B & 3 O 7 B O = T = o < B B o B & B < N

proposition; or

(b} not less than 20% of the electors of the county or, if the county has been divided into high
school districts, the electors of the high school district where the county high school is located, and who
are qualified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-301, petition the county superintendent to order an
election to consider a unification progosition.

(3) When the county superintendent has received the trustees’ resolutions or a valid petition, he

the county superintendent shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition and under

the provisions of 20-20-201, order the county high school to call an election to consider a unification
proposition. The trustees ¢f the county high school shall call and conduct an election in the manner

prescribed in this title for school glections. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or

primary election. An elector who may vote on the unification proposition shatl-be is qualified to vote under

the provisions of 20-20-301. The ballot for a county high school unification proposition skal must be
substantially in the following form:
"OFFICIAL BALLOT COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL UNIFICATION ELECTION

Shall .... County High School be unified with District No. ...., .... County to estabiish a unified
school system under a unified board of trustees? |

{1 FOR the unification of the county high school.

{1 AGAINST the unification of the county high school.”

(4) When the county superintendent receives the election certificate from the trustees of the county

high school, ke the county superintendent shall issue an order declaring the unification of the county high

school with the elementary district identified on the bailot as of the next sueeeedirg July 1; if a majority
of those electars voting at saeh the election have voted for the unification proposition.
{6) If a majority of those electors voting at the election have voted against the unification

proposition, ke the county superintendent shall order the disapproval of the unification proposition.”

Section 70. Section 20-6-315, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-6-315. District consaolidation. Any two or more high school districts in one county may
consolidate to organize a high school district. The consolidation must be conducted under the following

procedure;

{1) At the time the consolidation proposition is first considered, the districts involved shalt jointly
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determine whether the consolidation is to be made with or without the mutual assumption of the bonded
indebtedness of each district by all districts included in the consolidation proposition.

{2) A consolidation proposition may be introduced, individually, in each of the districts by either
of the following methods:

(@) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to order an election
to consider a consolidation propasition involving their district; or

(b} not less than 20% of the electors of a high school district who are qualified to vote under the
provisions of 20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting an election to consider a
consolidation proposition involving their district.

(3) When the county superintendent receives a resolution or a valid petition from each of the

districts included in the consolidation proposition, he the county superintendent shall, within 10 days after

the receipt of the last resclution or petition and as provided by 20-20-201, order the trustees of each high

school district included in the consalidation propasition to call a consolidation election. The election must

be held in conjunction with a reguiar or primary election.

(4) {a) Each district, individually, shall call and conduct an election in the manner prescribed in this
title for school elections.

(b} In addition:

(i) if the districts to be consolidated are to mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each
district involved in the consolidation, the consolidation election must also follow the procedures prescribed
in 20-6-318; or

(i) if the districts to be consolidated are not to mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each
district invoived in the consolidation, the consalidation election must also follow the procedures prescribed
in 20-6-207.

{8) After the county superintendent receives the election certificate provided forin 20-20-416 from

the trustees of each district included in a consolidation proposition, he the county superintendent shall

determine if the consolidation proposition has been approved in each district. If each district has approved

the consolidation proposition, ke the county superintendent shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the

election certificate, order the consolidation of sueh the districts. If the order is for consolidation with the
mutual assumption of bonded indebtedness of each high school district by all districts included in the

consolidation order, the order shal must specify that all taxable real and personal property of the
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consolidated district skalt must assume the bonded indebtedness of each district. In addition, the order sha#
must specify the number of the consolidated high schoo! district. The superintendent shall send a copy of
the order to the board of county commissioners and to the trustees of each district incorporated in the
consolidation order.

{6} If any district included in the consolidation proposition disapproves the consolidation
proposition, the consolidation of all districts fails and the county superintendent shall notify each district

of the disapproval of the consolidation proposition.”

Section 71. Section 20-6-317, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-6-317. High school district annexation procedure. A high school district may be annexed to
another high school district located in the same county when one of the conditions of 20-6-316 is met in
accordance with the following procedure:

{1) At the time the annexation proposition is first considered, the districts involved shall jointly
determine whether the annexation is to be made with or without the joint assumption of the bonded
indebtedness of the annexing district by the district to be annexed and the annexing district.

{2} An annexation proposition may be introduced in the district to be annexed by either of the
following methods:

{a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the county superintendent to order an election
to consider an annexation proposition for their district; or

(b} notless than 20% cof the electors of the district who are qualified to vote under the provisiohs
of 20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting an election to consider an annexation
proposition for their district.

{3) Before ordering an election on the proposition, the county superintendent must receive from

the trustees of the annexing district a resolution giving kim the county superintendent the authority to

annex sush the district.
(4) When the county superintendent receives authorization from the annexing district, he the

county superintendent shali, within 10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid petition from the

district to be annexed and as provided by 20-20-201, order the trustees of the district to he annexed to

call an annexation election. The election must be held in conjunction with & reqular or primary election.

(5) (a) The district shall call and conduct an election in the manner prescribed in this title for school
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elections.

(b) In addition:

(i} if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume with the annexing district the bonded
indebtedness of the annexing district, the annexation election must also follow the procedures prescribed
in 20-6-318; or

(ii) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly assume with the annexing district the bonded
indebtedness ¢f the annexing district, the annexation electicn must also fcilow the procedures prescribed
in 20-6-319.

{6) After the county superintendent receives the election certificate provided for in 20-20-416 from
the trustees of the district conducting the annexation eiection and if the annexation proposition has been

approved by sweh the election, Be the county superintendent shall order the annexation of the territory of

the high school district voting on suebk the proposition to the high school district that has authorized the
annexation to its territory. The order must be issued within 10 days after the receipt of the election
certificate and, if it is for annexation with the assumption of bonded indebtedness, must specify that all
the taxable real and personal property of the annexed territory shalt must jointly assume with the annexing
district the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing district. The county superintendent shall send a
copy of the order to the board of county commissioners and to the trustees of the districts involved in the
annexation order.

(7) If the annexation proposition is disapproved in the district to be annexed, it fails and the county

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval of the annexation proposition.”

Section 72. Section 20-8-353, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-9-353. Additional financing for general fund -- election for authorization to impose, (1) Except
as limited by 20-9-308, the trustees of a district may propose to adopt a general fund budget in excess of
the maximum general fund budget amount for the district.

(2) Except as provided in 20-9-308{4)(b), when the trustees of a district determine that an
additional amount of financing is required for the general fund budget that is in excess of the maximum
general fund budget amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition to finance the excess amount of
general fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon the proposition. The

special election must be called and conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school elections.,
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If possible, the election should be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election. The ballot for the

election must state the amount of money to be financed, the approximate number of mills required to raise
all or a portion of the money, and the purpose for which the money will be expended. The ballot must be
in the following format:

PROPOSITION

Shall the district be authorized to expend the sum of (state the amount to be expended!}, and being
approximately (give number) mills, for the purpose of (insert the purpose for which the additional financing
is made}?

i) FOR budget autherity and any levy.

f] AGAINST budget authority and any levy.

(3} If the election on any additional financing for the general fund is approved by a majority vote
of the electors voting at the election, the proposition carries and the trustees may use any portion or all of
the authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund budget. The trustees shall certify any
additional ievy amount authorized by the special election on the budget farm that is submitted to the county
superintendent, and the county commissioners shall tevy the authorized number of mills on the taxable
value of all taxable property within the district, as prescribed in 20-9-141, to raise the amount of the
additional levy.

{4} Authorization to levy an additional tax under the provisions of this section is effective for only
1 school fiscal year and must be authorized by a special election conducted before August 1 of the school
fiscal year for which it is effective.

(b) If the trustees of a district are required to submit a proposition to finance a BASE budget
amount, as pravided in 20-9-308(2)(b}, or an over-BASE budget amount, as provided in 20-9-308(3}(b),

to the electors of the district, the trustees shall comply with the provisions of subsections (2) through (4)."

Section 73. Section 20-20-1058, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-20-105. Reguilar school election day and special school elections. The first Tuesday of April
of each vear shal-be is the regular school election day. Unless otherwise provided by law, special school

elections may be conducted at syek times as determined by the trustees. Whenever possible, the trustees

shall conduct special elections with reqular or primary elections.”
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Section 74. Section 20-20-106, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-20-106. Poll hours. (1) Fhe Except_as _pravided in subsection (2}, the polis for any school

glection in any district shad must open R

but-re-earherthar-7-a-+ and close at the times reguired in 13-1-1086,

+4{2) Once opened, the polls shald must he kept open continuously until 8 p.m., except that

whenever all the registered electors at any polt have voted, the poil shall must be closed immediately.”

Section 75. Section 20-20-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-20-201. Calling of school election. {1) At least 40 days before any school election, the trustees
of any district shall call sueh the school election by resolution, stating the date and purpose of sueh the
election, and shall conduct it in accordance with the procedures required by law, when:

{a) an election must be held on the regular school election day;

(b) in their discretion, the trustees order an election for a purpose authorized by law;

(c} the county superintendent orders an election in accordance with the law authorizing such-an
the order;

(d} the board of public education orders an election in accordance with the law authorizing sueh
af the order;

(e} the county commissioners order an election in accordance with the law authorizing sueh-an the

order;

(f) the board of trustees of a community college district orders an election in accardance with the
law authoriiing sueh-an the order {in which case the community college district shall bear its share of the
cost of sueh the eiectién); or

(@) a school election is required by law under any other circumstances.

(2) The resolution calling any school election shalt must be transmitted to the county election

administrator no later than 35 days before the election in order to enable kim the election administrator to
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(3] Whenever possible, an _election under this section must be conducted in conjunction with a

reqular or special election.”

Section 76. Section 20-20-202, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-20-202. Time limitation for conduct of election. Whenever the trustees of any district receive

an order to call an election, they shall conduct sueh the election ary-tirme-within-60-days-afterthe-date-of

the-erder in conjunction with a regular or primary election unless the law or arder otherwise regulates the

day or timing of sweh the election.”

Section 77. Section 20-20-203, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-20-203. Resolution for pel-heurss polling places; and judges. {1} At the trustee meeting when

a school election is called, the trustees shall:

b establish the polling places for sueh the election, using the estabiished polling places for general

elections within the district wherever whenever possible; and

+e+b) appoint, from among the gualified electors of the district, at least three judges for each
polling place for sueh the election and notify each judge of sueh the appointment not less than 10 days
before the election.

(2) There shalt must be one polling place in each district unless the trustees establish additional
polling places. If more than one polling place is established, the trustees shall define the boundaries for each
polling piace, and sueh the trustee-defined poiling place boundaries shall must be coterminous with county
precinct boundaries existing within a district, If the site of a polling place is changed from the polling place
site used for the last preceding school election,. special reference to the changed site af the polling place

shatt must be included in the notice for sueh the election.”

Saction 78. Section 20-20-204, MCA, is amended to read:
"20-20-204. Election notice. (1) (a} When the trustees of apy a district call a schooi election, they

shall give notice of the election not less than 20 days or more than 30 days before the day of the eléction
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by:

{i) publication of the notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the district; or

(i) posting notices in three public places in the district, provided that in incorporated cities and
towns at least one notice shall must be posted at a public place in each ward or precinct.

{h) Whenever, in the judgment of the trustees, the best interest of the district will be served by
the supplemental publication of the school election notice in a radio or television broadcast, the trustees
may cause sweb supplemental notification to be made.

(2) The notice of a school election, uniess otherwise required by law, shah must specify:

{a) the date and polling places of the election;

{b) the-hours-the pollingplaces-will-be-epor:

{e} each proposition to be considered by the electorate;

{d¥{c} if there are trustees to be elected, the number of positions subject to election and the length
of term of each position; and

{e3(d) where and how absentee ballots may be obtained.

(3} If more than one proposition is to be considered at the same school election, each proposition

must be set apart and separately identified in the same notice or published in separate notices.”

Section 79. Section 22-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-303. Creation of public library. A public library may be established in any county or city in
any of the following ways:

{1} The governing body of any county or city desiring to establish and maintain a public library may
pass and enter upon its minutes a resoluﬁon to the effect that a free public library is established under the
provision of Montana laws retating to public libraries.

(2) By A public iibrary may be established by a petition that is signed by not less than 10% of the

resident taxpayers; whose names appear upon the last completed assessment roll of the city or county-
being and that is filed with the governing body requesting the establishment of a public library. The
governing body of a city or county shall set a time of meeting at which they it may by resolution establish
a public library. The governing body shall give notice of the contemplated action in a newspaper of general
circulation for 2 consecutive weeks giving thereir the date and place of the meeting at which the

contemplated action is proposed to be taken.
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{3) {a) Upon a petition being filed with the governing body and signed by not less than 5% of the
resident taxpayers of any city or county requesting an election, the governing body shall submit to a vote
of the gualified electors thereet at the next general election the question of whether a free public library
shal is_to be established.

(b) If sueh a petition is submitted for a city, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of
said the city.

{c) If suebk a petition is submitted to the county commissioners of a county asking for the
establishment of a county library, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of the county who

reside outside the corperate limits of an incorporated city that is located in said the county whieh and that

may already have established a free public library for sueh the city.

(d}) if eueh the petition specifically asks that a special election be called and sueh the petition is
signed by 35% of the resident freeholders affected by sueh the petition, then the governing body shall,
upon receipt of sueh the petition, immediately set a date for a special election,. which-date-shall-be-as-seen
as-the-procedures—tor—establishing-a The special election wil-allew must be heid in conjunction with a

requiar_or primary election,.

(e) If at sueh the election a majority of the electors voting on the question vote in favor of the
establishment of a library, the governing body shall immediately take the necessary steps to establish and
maintain said the library or 1o contract with any city or county for library service to be rendered to the

inhabitants of sueh the city or county.”

Section 80. Section 22-1-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-402. Library systems -- definition. (1) Library systems ska# must include library federations
or linrary networks—as-defined-horeaftor:.

+H{2) (a} A library federation is a combination of libraries serving a multicounty, multicity, or
city-county area within a federation area designated by the state library commission. Any other public
library or town, city, or county within the federation area may participate in suek a federation.

{b) Two or more cities, towns, counties, or a city and one or more counties may agree by contract
to form sueh a federation by action of their respective governing bodies or duly created boards of library
trustees, provided that one of the parties is or maintains a library whisk that has been designated by the

state library commission as a headquarters library for that federation area. The participating entities may
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retain sueh the autonomy over their respective libhraries as—may-be that specified in the contract.

(c) The expense of providing library services for the library federation skaH must be based on funds
received from the state or participating libraries as skatbe agreed upon in the contract. The funds of the
federation shall must be maintained as a separate account as shal-be provided in the contract. Participating
libraries shall transtfer semiannually to the account all money collected far the federation in their respective
jurisdiction.

(d) A participating entity may withdraw from a federation according to the terms for withdrawal
provided in the contract by the action of its governing body or by a majority of its qualified voters vating

at a general or special election. A special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular_or primary

election.
2+3) A library network is an agreement between individual libraries or library systems, which may
be intercity, intrastate, or interstate, for the exchange of information or to provide specific library services

not provided in existing library federations.”

Section 81, Section 67-11-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"67-11-303. Bonds and obligations. (1) An authority may borrow money for any of its corporate

purposes and issue its bonds therefer for those purposes, including refunding bonds, in sueh the form and

upon saeh the terms as that it may determine, payable out of any revenues revenue of the authority,
including reverues revenue derived from:

(a) an airport or air navigation facility or facilities;

{b) taxes levied pursuant to 67-11-301 or other taw for airport purposes;

(c) grants or contributions from the federal government; or

(d) other sources.

(2) The bonds may be issued by resolution of the authority, without an election and without any
limitation of amount, except that re—sueh bonds may pot be issued at any time if the total amount of
principal and interest to become due in any year on sueh the bonds and on any then outstanding bonds for
which reveaues revenue from the same source or sources are pledged exceeds the amount of sueh
fevenues revenue 1o be received in that year as estimated in the resolution authorizing the issuance of the
bonds. The authority shall take all action necessary and possible to impose, maintain, and collect rates,

charges, rentals, and taxes, if any are pledged, sufficient to make the revenues revenue from the pledged
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source in saeh the year at least equal to the amount of sueh principal and interest due in that year.

{3) The bonds may be sold at public or private sale and may bear interest as provided in 17-5-102,
Except as otherwise provided heretr in thig section, any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by an
autharity may be payable as to principal and interest solely from revendes revenue of the authority and shalt
must state on their face the applicable limitations or restrictions regarding the source from which sueh the
principal and interest are payable.

(4) Bonds issued by an authority or municipality pursuant to the provisions af this chapter are
declared to be issued for an essential public and governmental purpase by a political subdivision within the
meaning of 15-30-111(2}{a).

{5) For the security of ary-sueh bonds, the authority or municipality may by resolution make and
enter into any covenant, agreement, or indenture and may exercise any additional powers authorized to be
exercised by a municipality under Title 7, chapter 7, parts 44 and 45, The sums required from time to time
to pay principal and interest and to create and maintain a reserve for the bonds may be paid from any
revenues referred to in this chapter, prior to the payment of current costs of operation and maintenance
of the facilities.

(6) Subject to the conditions stated in this subsection {84, the goverring body of any municipality
having a population in excess of 10,000, with respect to bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by the
municipality or by an authority in which the municipality is included, may by resolution covenant that in the
event that at any time all fevenues revenue, including taxes, appropriated and collected for sweh the bonds
ara is insufficient to pay principal or interest then due, it will levy a general tax upon all of the taxable

property in the municipality for the payment of saeh the deficiency;. ard The governing body may further

covenant that at any time a deficiency is likely to occur within 1 yéar for the payment of principal and
interest due on such bonds, it will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the municipality for
the payment of sueh the deficiency, and sueh the taxes are not subject to any [imitation of rate or amount
applicable to other municipal taxes but are fimited to a rate estimated to be sufficient 1o produce the amount
of the deficiency. In the event that more than one municipality having a population in excess of 10,000 is
included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this chapter, the municipalities may apportion the
obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipation of, a deficiency in the revsrues revenue
appropriated for sueh the bonds in sueh a manner as that the municipalities may determine. The resolution

shalt must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the substance of the covenant

- 51 -
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respecting deficiencies. Ne—sueh A resolution beeemes may not be effective unti the guestion of its
approval has been submitted to the gualified electors of the municipality at a special election called for that
purpose by the governing body of the municipality and a majority of the electors vating on the question

have voted in favor shereet of the resoiution. The special election must bhe held in conjunction with a

regular or primary election. The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicable,

as provided for municipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election called by
cities and towns; and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an
election called by counties. If a majority of the electors voting thereer on the issue vote against approval
of the resolution, the municipality bas-re—autherityte may not make the covenant or #e levy a tax for the
payment of deficiencies pursuant to this section, hut sueh the municipality or authority may revertheless

issue bonds under this chapter payable solely from the sources referred to in subsection (1) abeve.”

Section 82. Section 76-1-604, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-1-604. Adoption, revision, or rejection of master plan. (1) The governing bodies shall adopt
a resolution of intention to adopt, revise, ar reject sueh the proposed plan or any of its parts.

(2) if the governing bodies adopt a resolution of intention to adopt the proposed plan or any of its
parts, they may, in their discretion, submit to the qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within
the proposed plan at the next primary or general election or at a special election the referendum question

of whether or not the plan should be adopted. A special election must be heid in conjunction with a reqular

or primary election. Hhe Except as provided in this_section, the provisions of Title 7, chapter 5, part 1,

exeepias—+a-this-section-otherwiseprovided—shal apply to sueh the referendum election,

(3] The governing bodies may adopt, revise, or repeal a master plan under this section.

(4] The qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within the master plan may by initiative
or referendum, as provided in 7-5-131 through 7-5-137, adopt, revise, or repeal a master plan under this

section.”

Section 83. Section 85-9-206, MCA, is amended to read:
"85-9-206. Court hearing on petition -- election -- limits on court jurisdiction. {1) Upon receipt of
a petition for organizing a district, the court shall give notice and hold a hearing on the petition. If the court

shall-fing finds that the prayerofthe petition should be granted, it shall:
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(a} make and file findings ot fact specifying those lands that will be directly or indirectly benefited
by the proposed district and exclude those lands whieh that will not be se benefited;

(b} make an order fixing the time and place of an arganizing election;

{c} order the election administrator to conduct the election in accordance with the provisions of
Title 13;

(d) order and decree the district organized if the requisite number of eligible electors vote in favor
of organization.

(2} In order for the district to be organized, 51% or more of the eligible electors must vote in the

election, and a majority of those voting must vote in favor of organization. The election must be held in

conjunction with a reqgular or primary election.

{3} This chapter shalt does not confer upon the court jurisdiction to hear, adjudicate, and settle
questions concerning the priority of appropriation of water between districts and other persons. Jurisdiction
to hear and determine priority of appropriation and questions of right growing out of or in any way
connected with a priority of appropriation is expressly excluded from this chapter and shal must be

determined as otherwise provided by the laws of Montana.”

Section 84. Section 85-9-623, MCA, is amended to read:

"856-9-623. Issuance of bonds -- resolution and election. When the directors find it necessary to
issue bonds, the directors shall:

{1} pass a resolution whieh that includes:

{a} the purpose or purposes for which the bonds will be issued;

(b} the maximum amount and term of the bonds;

(c) the maximum interest rate the bonds wili bear;

{d) whether the bonds will be repaid from reverues revenue, assessments, or both;

(2) give notice, as provided in 85-9-103(9), whieh-shalt that must include the resolution adopted
by the directors; and the location of polling places—ard-haurs—wher-the-pelis-will-be-epen; and

(3) hold an election as provided by 85-3-422."

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for SB0193, ag introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPQSED LEGISLATION:
An act generally revising the laws governing elections; encouraging elector participation by
consolidating the times at which issues are submitted to electors; establishing uniform times
for the opening and closing of polls.

EISCAL IMPACT:

This bill has no fiscal impact on state government.

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:

This bill will have little effect on local and county government revenue or expenditures.
Smaller jurisdicticns may see some cost reduction in the administration of elections.

WIS, BUDGET DIRECTO
Office of Budget and Program Planning

STEVE DOHERTY, PRIMARY SPONEOR DATE

Fiscal Note for SB01%3, as introduced
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APPRCVED BY (CCM ON
STATE ADMINISTRATICN

1 SENATE BILL NO. 193
INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, TROPILA

B W

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING ELECTIONS;

o«

ENCOURAGING ELECTOR PARTICIPATION BY CONSOLIDATING THE TIMES AT WHICH ISSUES ARE
SUBMITTED TO ELECTORS; ESTABLISHING UNIFORM TIMES FOR THE OPENING AND CLOSING OF
POLLS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2215, 7-2-2605, 7-2-2709, 7-2-4104, 7-2-4106, 7-2-4902,
7-3—103, 7-3-149, 7-3-176, 7-3-186, 7-3-187, 7-3-192, 7-3-1205, 7-3-1208, 7-3-1229, 7-3-1231,
7-3-4208, 7-3-4213, 7-3-4222, 7-3-4223, 7-3-4305, 7-3-4310, 7-3-4311, 7-6-133, 7-6-136, 7-5-4321,

o W W o~ o»

7-6-2344,7-6-4255,7-7-2223,7-7-2227,7-7-2229,7-7-2237,7-7-4226,7-7-4227,7-7-4235, 7-7-44 26,
1 7-7-4427, 7-8-4201, 7-11-305, 7-11-307, 7-12-4243, 7-13-2208, 7-13-2231, 7-13-2323, 7-13-2341,
12 7-13-4204,7-14-210,7-14-1134,7-14-2205,7-14-2504,7-14-4404, 7-14-4512,7-14-4642,7-15-2111,
13 7-15-4408, 7-16-2411, 7-16-2442, 7-31-106, 7-31-107, 7-31-109, 7-32-235, 7-34-2110, 7-34-2414,
14 7-35-2106,

16 20-20-165-20-20-106-20-20-204-2020-201-20-20203-20-20-204; 22-1-303, 22-1-402, 67-11-303,
16  76-1-604, 85-9-206, AND 85-9-623, MCA."

17

18 BE !T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

19
20 Section 1. Section 7-2-2215, MCA, is amended to read:
21 "7-2-2215. Election on guestion of creating new county -- proclamation and notice. (1) Within 2

22 weeks after its determination of the truth of the allegations of the petition, the board of county

23 commissioners shall order and give preeclarratior—oanéd notice of an election to be held eraspecified-day;
A
24 Aot-loss-than-60-days-thereafter; for the purpose of determining whether the territory proposed to be taken

25 from the county shaill is to be established and organized into a new or enlarged county, aad for the election
26 of officers, and for the location of a county seat theretorin-case if the vote at the election is in favor of
27 the establishment and organization of a new county formed from a portion of one existing county or from
28 portions of two or more existing counties.

29 {2 The question of determining whether the proposed territory shal-be js taken from the county

30 and added to the proposed new county must be included on the ballot for the next eeuntywige reqular or
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primary—genera-ef-sehael election scheduled not less than 60 days after the date of the prestamatien order
and notice.

(3) All registered electors of the county shat-be are entitled to vote at the election. Registration
and transfers of registration shaH must be made and shal must close in the manner and at a time provided
by law for registration and transfers of registration for a general election in Montana.

{4} If the proposed new county is an existing county to be enlarged by territory taken from the
county in which the petition was filed, the board of county commissioners of the proposed new county

shall hold an election in the manner described in subsections (1) through (3).”

Section 2. Section 7-2-2605, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2605. Notice and conduct of election. {1) Notice of suek an election for removal of a county

seat, clearly stating the object, must be given and the election must be held and conducted and the returns
made in all respects in the manner prescribed by law in regard to the submitting of questions to the electors

of a locality under the general election law at a regular or primary election.

{2) In voting on the question, each elector must vote for the place in the county which ke the

elector prefers by placing the mark X opposite the name of the place.”

Section 3. Section 7-2-2709, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2709. Speocialeleetion Election on question of abandonment and consolidation. (1) (a) Within
14 days after transmittal of the resclution provided for in 7-2-2707, the boards of county commissioners
of the county in which the petition referred to in the resolution was filed and of each county designated
in the resolution as a county to which any of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abolished, would
be attached and made a part, shall, in a joint meeting and by joint resolution of suek the boards, call a

special election in all affected counties to be held in conjunction with the next reqular ar primary election.

(b} The joint resolution shall fix a day for holding the election in sueh the counties—which-shall-be

general election will be held in the counties not less than 30 days or more than 120 days after the date of

the resolution provided for in 7-2-2707, the joint resolution shal must direct that the question be submitted
to the registered electors of the counties at the general election. The joint resolution shal must be filed in

the office of the secretary of state, and copies thereefshall of the resolution must be transmitted to the

Z\\ - 2- SB 193
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election administrator of each of the counties in which the election is to be held.

(2} At the election there shal must be submitted:

(a) to the registered electors of the county in which the petition was filed, the question of whether
or not the county shall is to be abandoned and abolished and its territory attached to and made a part of
the county designated and named for the purpose in the petition; and

{b) to the registered electors of each county named and designated in the resolution as a county
to which a part of the territory of the county proposed to be abandoned and abclished sha#t is to be
attached and made a part if the county shel-be—se js abandoned and abolished, the question of whether
or not the part of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abolished, described in the resolution shai

must be attached to and become a part of the county.”

Section 4. Section 7-2-4104, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-2-4104. Election on question of organization. (1) After filing the petition and census, if there
is the requisite number of inhabitants for the formation of a municipal corporation as required in 7-2-4103,
the county commissioners must shall call an election of all the registered electors residing in the territory
described in the petition.

{2) The election must be held at a convenient place within the territory described in the petition,

to be designated by the board. |f possible, the election must be held in conjunction with a regular or

primary election.

(3) The ballots used at the election must contain the words "For incorperation” or "Against

incorporation”, and all elections must be conducted as provided in Title 13."

Seaction 5. Section 7-2-4106, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-2-4106. First election for officers. {1} When the incorporation of a city or town is completed,

the board of county commissioners must shall give notice for 30 days in a newspaper published within the

limits of the city or town or, if none is published thereir within the limits, by posting notices in six public
places within the limits of the eerperation city or town of the time and place or places of holding the first

election for offices of the eorperation city or town. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular

or primary_election.

(2) At sueh the election, all the electors qualified by the general election laws of the state who

3. SB 193
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have resided within the limits of the city or town for 6 months and within the limits of the ward for 30 days
preceding the election are quaiified electors and may choose officers for the city or town, to hoid office as
prescribed in 7-2-4107.

{3) The board muest shall appoint election judges and canvass and declare the result thereet of the

election. The election must be conducted in the manner required by law for the election of county officers.”

Section 6. Section 7-2-4902, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-4902. Disincorporation by election. {1} Any city or town may be disincorporated in the
manner provided in this section.

{2} f the registered electors of a city or town egual in number to at least 15% of the number of
electors registered at the last municipal general election petition the board of county commissioners of the
county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate the city or town; or if the city governing body
by a two-thirds vote of all its members resolves to disincorporate, then the board shall order--w+hin-69
days—that a special election to be held within the city or town on the question of disincorporating the city

or town. The dayforhelding-the election may-rot-be-less-than7b-days-ermore-tharn—120-daysafterthe

beard-erders—the must be held in conjunction with a reqular or grimary election.”

Section 7. Section 7-3-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-103. Amendment of self-government charter or adopted alternative form of government. (1)
An amendment to a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of government may only be
made by submitting the question of amendment to the electors of the local government. To be effective,
a proposed amendment must receive an affirmative vote of a majority of the electors voting on the
question. An amendment approved by the electors becomes effective on the first day of the local
government fiscal year following the fiscal year of approval unless the guestion submitted to the electors
provides otherwise.

{2) An amendment to a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of government may
be proposed by initiative by petition of 15% of the electo‘r‘«s registered at the last general election of the
local government ar by ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on amendment of a charter

or an adopted alternative form of government shall must be submitted to the electors as-seen-as-possible
at a—mge-laﬂy—seheéuleé the next

-4 - SB 193
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requiar or primary election erat-a-special-election.

{3) Thelocal government, by ordinance, may provide procedures for the submission and verification

of initiative petitions.”

Section 8. Section 7-3-149, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-149. Election on alternative form. {1} The governing body shall call a special election on the

guestion of an alternative form of government to be held at the next reqular_or primary election that is at

least 75 days after the call and within3-26-gays—ef the date of filing with the records administrator under
7-3-146. Fhespeeialelectonmay-bo-botld-noonjrretian-with-ary-othorelectiens The records administrator
shall prepare and print notices of the speeial election.

{2) The cost of the election shal must be paid for by the local government.

{3} la) The affirmative vote of a simple majority of those voting on the question is required for
adoption.

(b} In any election involving the question of consolidation, each question shall must be submitted
to the electors in the county and requires an affirmative vote of a simple majority of the votes cast in the
county on the guestion for adoption. There is no requirement for separate majorities in local governments
voting on consolidation.

{c) In any election involving the question of county merger, the questions shakl must be submitted
to the electors in the counties affected and reeuires require a majority of the votes cast on the questions

in each affected county for adoption.
{d} If the electors disapprove the proposed new form of local government, amendments, or

cansolidation plan, the local government retains its existing form."”

Section 9. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-176. Election of commission members. {1) If the question of reviewing the local government
and establishing a study commission is approved, an election to fill the positions on the local government
study commission shal must he held in conjunction with the 1884—gereral-cloction-date—er—at-the first
regularly scheduled election of the local government conducted after 90 days following the election
establishing the study commission. A primary election may not be held.

{2) The names of study commission candidates who have filed declarations of nomination not later

-5 - SB 193
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than 75 days before the date of the election shal must be placed on the ballot. There is no filing fee. The
election is nonpartisan, and candidates shaH must be listed without party or other designation or slogan.
The secretary of state shall prescribe the ballot form for study commissioners.

{3) Candidates for study commission positions shall must be electors of the local government for
which the study commission has been established. The candidates may not be elected officials of the local
government.

{4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of study commission positions to be elected,
receiving the highest number of votes, which includes votes cast for candidates who have officially filed
nominations and votes for write-in candidates, shall must be declared elected. If there is a tie vote among
candidates, the governing body shall decide by lot which candidate will fill the position.

(5) If the number of study commissioners elected is not equal to the number required to be

selected, the ehairman presiding officer of the governing body, with the confirmation of the governing bedy,

shall appoint the additional study commissioners within 20 days of the election. Ne An elected official of

the focal government may not be appointed.”

Section 10. Section 7-3-186, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-186. Study commission timetable. (1) Each local government study commission shall, within
90 days of its organizational meeting, establish a timetable for its deliberations and actions. The timetabie
must be published in a local newspaper of general circulation. The timetable may be revised, but each
revision must be republished.

{2} The timetable must provide, at a minimum, the following provisions, to be accomplished
chronologically in the order presented:

{(a) conduct one or more public hearings for the purpose of gathering information regarding the
current form, functions, and problems of local government;

(b) formulate, reproduce, and distribute a tentative report, containing the same categories of
information required to be included in the final report;

{c} conduct one or more public hearings on the tentative report;

{d) adopt the final report of the commission and set the date for a special election on the question
ot adopting a new plan of government or, if the study commission is not recommending any changes,

publish and distribute the final report as provided in 7-3-187 within 60 days after the final report is adopted.

-6- SB 193
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The special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 11. Section 7-3-187, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-187. Final report. {1) Every A study commission shall adopt a final report. If the study
commission recommends an alternative form of government, the final report sha# must contain the
following materials and documents, each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

(a) those materials and documents required of a petition proposing an alteration of an existing form
of government in 7-3-142;

{b) a certificate establishing the date of the special election, which aray must be held in conjunction

with a regulariy—seheddled reqular or primary election, at which the alternative form of government shall

be is presented to the electors and a certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or questions;
and

(c) a certificate establishing the dates of the first primary and general elections for officers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2} The final report shall must contain any minority report signed by members of the commission
who do not support the majority proposal.

{3) If the study commission is not recommending any changes, its final report shall-se must indicate

that changes are not recommended.

{4) The study commission shall file two copies of the final repart with the department of commerce,
one of which the department shall forward to the state library. A copy of the final report sha#t must be
certified by the study commission to the municipal or county recerds administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

{5} Sufficient copies of the final report are-te0 must be prepared for pubiic distribution. The final
report must be available to the electors not later than 30 days prior 1o the election on the issue of adopting
the alternative plan. Copies of the final report may be distributed to electors or residents of the local
government or governments affected.

(6) After submission of the final report, the commission shall deposit copies of its minutes and

other records with the county clerk and recorder.”

Section 12. Section 7-3-192, MCA, is amended to read:

Z\\ -7- SB 193
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"7-3-192. Election on recommendation. (1) An alternative plan of government recommended by

a study commission sha# must be submitted to the voters as provided in 7-3-149—exeeptthat-the study

(2) General baillet requirements and treatment of suboptions on an alternative plan of government
recommended by a study commission skal must be the same as for recommendations by petition as

provided in 7-3-150 and 7-3-1561."

Section 13. Section 7-3-1205, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1205. Certification of petition -- board action. (1} If the county election administrator shal
find finds that sueh the petition or amended petition se-filed is signed by the required number of registered
electors, he the election administrator shall se certify the finding to the board of county commissioners e

sueh-ceunty at their next regular meeting.

(2) Sueh The board shall, within 10 days after receiving the election administrator’s certificate,

order a special election to be held—at—which—eleetion—sueh on the guestion skal-be submitted—to-the

rogictored-olostors-of-the—county. Such The order shall must specify the-timre-whensueh that the election
shaH will be held

order—is—rmade—and-the in_conjunction with the next regquiar or primary election. The board of county

commissioners shall imediately-upon-making-sueh-ofder issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose
for which sueh the special election is held and the date of holding the seme—whieh election. The

proclamation must be published in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108."

Section 14, Section 7-3-1208, MCA, is amended to read;

"7-3-1208. Election of commission upon favorable vote. (1) If the majority of the votes cast at
sdeh the election shal—be are in favor of sueh the consolidation and merging, the board of county
commissioners of suek the county must shall, within 2 weeks after suek the election returns have been

canvassed, order a special election to be held in_conjunction with the next reqular or primary election for
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the purpose of electing the number of members of the commission to which suek the consolidated

municipality shah-be js entitled. This order skal must specify the time when sueh the election shaé will be

be-held-at-the-same-time-as—such-generalelestion. The board of county commissioners, immediately upon

making sueh the order, shall issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose for which saeh the special

election is held and the date of halding the same—whiek the election. The prociamation must be published .

in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108.

(2) Ne A primary election shaH. may _not be held for the purpose of nominating candidates for
members of the commission kereinrafterprovided-for; to be voted for at sueh the special electionbutsueh
._The candidates shal must be nominated directly by a petition which-shali-be that is in substantially the
same form and be signed by the same number of signers as hereinafter required for primary nominating
petitions. Sueb The election shal must be conducted, the vote must be returned and canvassed, and the

result must be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect to general elections.”

Section 15. Section 7-3-1229, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1229. Submission of initiative measure to electors. (1) If the commission fails to pass an
ordinance proposed by initiative petition or passes it in a form different from that set forth in the petition
therefer, the committee of the petitioners hereiratterprovidedter may require that it be submitted to a vote
of the electors either in its original form or with any change or amendment presented in writing, either at
a public hearing before the committee to which the proposed ordinance was referred or during #e
consideration thereof by the commission. If the committee of petitioners requires the submission of a
proposed crdinance to a vote of the electors, the committee shall certify that fact to the clerk and file in
his the clerk’s office a certified copy of the ordinance, in the form in which it is to be submitted, within 10
days after final action on sueh the ordinance by the commission.

{2) Upon receipt of the certified copy of a proposed ordinance from the committee of the

petitioners, the clerk shall certify the fact to the commission at its next regular meeting. H-a-murieipal

the-commmission—sueh The proposed ordinance shalt must be submitted to a vote of the electors at sueh
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the next reqular or primary election. H—ro—such—election—is—to—be held—within—the—time—gforesaid—the

submitted-te-the-eleetors-a majority of those voting on a proposed ordinance shall vote in favor thereof of

the proposed ordinance, it shal-thereupenbe is an ordinance of the municipality.”

Section 16. Section 7-3-1231, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-1231. Action onreferendum petition. (1} |f a referendum petition or amended petitionis found
sufficient, by the clerk—he shall certify that fact to the commission at its next regular meeting; and the

ordinance or part therest of the ordinance set forth in the petition shall may not go into effect, or further

action thereundershalbe under the ordinance is suspended if it shal-Rawve has gone into effect, until
approved by the electors as—hereirafterprovided.

{2) Uponreceipt of the clerk’s certificate, the commission shall preceedte reconsider the ordinance

or part thereet of the ordinance, and its final vote upon sweh reconsideration shallt must be upon the

questian "Shall the ordinance (or part af the ordinance) set forth in the referendum petition be repealed?”

If upon suek reconsideration the ordinance or part thereat of the ordinance is not repealed, it shalt must

be submitted to the electors at the next murieipal regular or primary election held-peitossthan-BO-days
¢ i ; ssion. T ission L : b .
I ’ bemi , ¢ ; | . lect | I
seone—thar—the-time—ateresaid- |f when submitied to the electors any ordinance or part thereof of an

ordinance is not approved by a majority of those voting thereer on_the issue, it shalbe-deemed is

repealed.”

Section 17. Section 7-3-4208, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4208. Petition to organize under commission form -- election required. {1} Upen When a

petition betrg on the question or reorganization under this part is filed with the city council; and is signed

by not less than 25% of the qualified electors of sweh the city registered for the last preceding general city

election,
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ef-sueh-eity—said the city council shall thereupen-and-within-30-days—thereaftor order a special election to

be held in_conjunction with the next regular or primary election. At this election, the question of

reorganization of suek the city under the provisions of this part shalt must be submitted to the qualified
electors of sueh the city.
(2} Sweh The order of the city council shalt must specify thereir the time when sueh the election

skak will be held

1oF. "

Section 18. Section 7-3-4213, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4213. Election for first city officers. (1) If a majority of the votes cast at sueh the elaction
shall-be is in favor of sueh-prepesitien reorganization, the city council st shall, at its first regular meeting

held thereafter after the election, order a special electicn to be held for the purpose of electing a mayor and

the number of councilmen to which sueh the city shal-be is entitled. The order shaH must specify the time

of holding sueh the election, which must be reless-thar{b-and-po-merethan-80-days—after-the-rmaking
oi-said-order—and-the held in conjunction with a regular or primary election. The mayor shall therewpor

issue a proclamation setting forth the purposes for which sdeb the special election is called and the day

of holding the same election. The proclamation skal must he published for 10 successive days in each daily

newspaper published in suehk the city if there be-sueh is a daily newspapersetherwise; or once a week for
2 consecutive weeks in each weekly newspaper published thereir in the city: . arda A copy thereefshall

alse of the proclamation must be posted at each voting place within said the city and alse in at least 10

of the most public places in satd the city.
{2} Sueh The election shall must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the resuit must

be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect to other city elections.”

Section 19. Section 7-3-4222, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4222. Adoption of ardinances. {1} Every Each ordinance or resolution appropriating money,
ordering any street or sewer improvement e+sewet, making or authorizing the making of any contract, or
granting any franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways, bridges, or public places in the city
far any purpose skalt must be complete in the form in which it is finally passed and remain on file with the

city clerk far public inspection at least 1 week before the final passage or adoption thereet of the ordinance
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or resolution.

{2} Ne An ordinance passed by the council, except when otherwise required by the general laws
of this state or the provisions of this part and except an ordinance for the immediate preservation of the
public peace, heaith, or safety whieh that contains a statement of its urgency and is passed by a two-thirds
vote of the council, skatt may not go into effect hefare 10 days from the time of its final passage. If during
the 10-day period a petition signed by electors of the city equal in number to at least 25% of the entire
number of persons registered to vote at the last preceding general municipal election, protesting against
the passage of swek the ordinance, is presented to the council, the ordinance shal-thereuper—be is
suspended from going into operation and the council shall reconsider the ordinance. If the ordinance is not
entirely repealed, the council shall submit the ordinance 10 the vote of the electors of the city, either at a

general election or at a special municipal election te-be-ealled-forthat-purpese held in conjunction with a

reqular_or primary election. The ordinance shall may not go into effect or become operative unless a

majority of the electors voting on the ordinance vote in favor of its adoption.”

Section 20. Section 7-3-4223, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4223. Granting of franchises. Ne A franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways,
bridges, or public places in ary—sdeh a city shal may not be granted, renewed, or extended except by
ordinance; . anpd—every A franchise or grant for interurban or street railways, gasworks or waterwaorks,
electric light or power plants, heating plants, teiegraph or telephone systems, or other public service utilities
or renewal or extension of apy—sdeh the franchise or grant within sueh the city must be authorized or
approved by a majority of the electors voting thersesr on the issue at a general election or a special election

held in conjunction with a regular or primary election as provided in 7-5-4321 and 7-5-4322."

Section 21. Section 7-3-43058, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4305. Petition to organize under commission-manager form -- election required. (1) Upon a
the filing of a petition beirg-fled with the city or town council, signed by not less than 15% aof the qualified
electors of the municipality registered for the last general municipal election, proposing that the guestion
of reorganization under this part and part 44 be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality, the

city or town council shall within-30-days order a special election to be held—atwhieh in conjunction with

a regular or primary election. At the election, the question of reorganization of the municipality under the
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provisions of this part and part 44 must be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality.

{2) The order of the city or town council must specify the time when the election must will be held

Section 22. Section 7-3-4310, MCA, is amended to read;

"7-3-4310. Special election far municipal officers. (1) If the majority of the votes cast at sueh the
election shall-be are in favor of suehprepesition reorganization, the city or town council sust shall hold
a meeting within 1 week theroafier after the election and atsueh-meeting order a special election to be held

in_cenjunction with a regular or primary election for the purpose of electing the number of cemmissioners

to which saeh the municipality skali-be is entitled. This order skal must specify the time of holding sueh

the election

The mayor shall thereuper issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose for which sueh the special
election is held and the day of holding the same election. The prociamation shall must be published for 10
successive days in each daily newspaper published in saeh the municipality if there be-saeh-otherwise; is

a daily newspaper or for 2 successive weeks in each weekly newspaper published therein—and-a in the

municipality. A copy thereefshal of the proclamation must also be posted at each voting place within said

the municipality and alse in five of the most public places in seid the municipality.
(2) Sueh The election shal must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the result must
be declared in the same manner as provided by law ir+espeette for other municipal elections.
{3) The provisions of 7-3-4341 are to be followed in the special election, except that the date of

the pri election shall must be atleast-8b-days in conjunction with a regular or primary eiection held
primary must

before the special election.”

Section 23. Section 7-3-4311, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4311. Procedure for multimunicipality organization. (1) Whenever the inhabitants of any

community or group of communities in any county, whether separately incorporated in whole or in part or

unincorpoerated

. desire to be organized' into or annexed to an

incorporated city or tawn under the provisions of this part and part 44, the board of county commissioners

of sueh the county may or upon the presentation of a petition signed by not less than 25% of the qualified
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glectors in sweb the community or group of communities must shall issue a proclamation ordering a special

election to be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

(2) At this election, the question of the organization of swek the community or group of
communities as a municipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 shaH must be submitted to the
qualified electors within the proposed municipal district. $atd The proclamation shat must specify the time
when and the places where sueh the election skall will be held—which-rust-be-ro-tess-than75-ormore
than—90-days—from—the—date—otfiling-such-petitien; and shall must define the boundaries of said the
proposed municipal district, which shal must include all sueh communities, and cities, and sueh any
additional adjacent territory as-shaH that, in the judgment of the board of county commissioners, provide
provides for future urban growth.

{3} if a majority of the legal voters at said the election vote in favor of the organization of sueh the
municipal district or in favor of annexation to an incorporated city or town, then the board of county
commissioners shall declare the result of said the election and immediatehy-thereatter shall give notice for

30 days in a newspaper published within the proposed municipal district or, if rere-be a newspaper is not

published thereir in the proposed district, by posting notices in six public places within the limits of saig

the district of the time and place or piaces of holding the first election for commissioners of sueh the
municipal district under this law. At suek the election, all electors qualified by the general election laws of
the state who have resided within the limits of the municipatl district for 6 months are qualified electors.
The board of county commissioners must shall appoint judges and clerks of election and canvass and

declare the result theresf of the election. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary

election and must be conducted in the manner prescribed by law for the election of county officers—and

the. The commissioners se elected must gualify in the manner prescribed by law for county officers.”

Section 24, Section 7-5-133, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-133. Processing of petition. (1} The governing body may, within 60 days of receiving the
petition, take the action called for in the petition. If the action is taken, the question need not be submitted
to the electors.

(2} If the governing body does not within 80 days take the proposed action, then the question shak

must be submitted to the electors at the next seheek regular or primary—e+gereral election era-special

"
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Section 25. Section 7-b-136, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-136. Submission of question to electors. (1) Any ordinance proposed by petition, e any
amended ordinance proposed by petition, or any referendum on an ordinance whish—s entitled to be
submitted to the electors shal must be voted on at the next regular election to be held in the tacal
government unless:

{a) the petition asks that the gquestion be submitted at a special election and is signed by at least
25% of the electors of the local government, in which case the governing body shall call a special election

to be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election; or

(b) the governing body calls for a special election on the question to be held in conjunction with

a reqular or primary election.

(2} A special election may not be held sooner than 75 days after the adequacy of the petition is
determined by the election administrator or the governing body orders a special election.

{3) If the adequacy of the petition is detefmined by the election administrator less than 75 days
prior to the next regular election, the election sha#t must be delayed until the following regular election
unless a special election is called.

{(4) Whenever a measure is ready for submission to the electors, the appropriate election
administrator shall in writing notify the governing boady and shall publish notice of the eiection and the
ordinance which that is to be proposed or amended. In the case of a referendum, the ordinance sought to
be repealed 5hal4 must be published.

(b) The question shalt must be placed on the ballot, giving the electors a choice between accepting
or rejecting the proposal.

(6) If a majority of those voting favor the proposal, it becomes effective when the election results

are officially declared unless otherwise stated in the proposal.”

Section 26. Section 7-5-4321, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-5-4321. Grant of exclusive franchise -- election required. {1) The council may nat grant an
exclusive franchise or special privilege to any person except in the manner specified in subsection (2). The

powers of the council are only those expressly prescribed by law and those necessarily incident therste the

aw.

(2) MNe An exclusive franchise for any purpose, except contracts for solid waste management
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systems as defined in 75-10-103, which may not exceed 1Q years, may not be granted by any city or town
or by the mayor or city council thereef to any person, association, or corporation without first submitting

the application thersfer for an exclusive franchise to the electors of the city at a reqular_or primary

election.”

Section 27. Secticn 7-6-2344, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-6-2344. Limitation on amount of emergency expenditures and liabilities -- election. (1) Uniess
the excess above the sums listed in subsections (1}{a), (1)(b}, and {1){c) is first authorized by a majority

of the electors of the county; voting at a general election or a special election held in_conjunction with a

regular or primary election, the aggregate total of all expenditures made or liahilities incurred in any fiscal

year to meet emergencies, other than those caused by fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, epidemic, riot,
or insurrection, may not exceed:

(a) $25,000 in counties of ciass 1, 2, 3, or 4;

(b} $15,000 in counties of class 5 or &; and

(c) $7.500 in counties of class 7.

{2) The question of authorizing the excess expenditures shall must be submitted in the following
form, inserting in the ballot the amount of the excess proposed to be authorized and a description of the
emergency to be met:

Shall the board of county commissioners of .... County, Montana, be authorized to make additional
expenditures and incur additional fiabilities in the amount of $.... over and above the sum of $.... to meet
an emergency caused by .....

{l YES

{1 NO

(3] The total of all emergency budgets and appropriations made thereir in any ere year to be paid
from the county poor fund may not exceed the amount whiek that would be produced by a mill levy equal
to the difference between the mills levied in that year and the maximum mill levy authorized by law to be
made for sueh the poor fund, computed against the taxatle value of the property subject to sueh the levy

as shown by the last completed assessment roll of the county.”
Section 2B. Section 7-6-4255, MCA, is amended to read:
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"7-6-4255. Use of emergency warrants. (1) All emergency expenditures shal must be made by
the issuance of emergency warrants drawn against the fund or funds properly chargeable with sueh the
expenditures. The city treasurer is authorized and directed to pay steh the emergency warrants with any
money in sweh the fund or funds available for sueh that purpose. If at any time there shall-retbesutficiont
is insufficient money available in sueh the fund or funds to pay sueh the warrants, then sueh the warrants
shalt must be registered, must bear interest, and must be called ir for payment in the manner provided by
law for other city warrants.

(2) The clerk shall include in kis the annual tabulation to be submitted to the council the total
amount of emergency warrants issued during the preceding fiscal year. Subject to the provisions of
subsection {3}, the council shall, in ther the tax levies, include a levy for each fund sufficient to raise an
amount equal to the total amount of sueh any emergency warrants—H-there-be-any; remaining unpaid at
the close of sueh the preceding fiscal year because of insufficient meney in sueh the fund to pay the same
warrants.

(3} (a) Ne A levy shalt may not be made for any fund in excess of the levy authorized by law to
be made therefer for the fund.

(b} The council may submit the question of funding sueh the emergency warrants at an election

as provided by faw. If possible, the election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.

if at amy—suweh the election the issuing of sweh funding bonds be s authorized, it shall is not thenbe

necessary for any levy to be made for the purpose of paying sueh the emergency warrants."

Section 29. Section 7-7-2223, MCA, is amended io read:
"7-7-2223. Electionrequired for issuance of certain bonds. (1) County bonds for any purpose other
than those enumerated in 7-7-2221 and 7-7-2311 may not be issued unless authorized at a duby—salled

special election held in g¢onjunction with a reqular or primary election or a general election at which the

guestion of issuing suweh the bonds is submitted to the registered electors of the county and approved as
provided in 7-7-2237.
{2} Ne A bond election may not be called unless the board of county commissioners:

{a) initiates and unanimously adopts aresclution in accordance with the provisions of 7-7-2227(2);

(b} receives a petition, delivered and certified by the election administrator, asking that saeh the
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election be held and the question be submitted. The petition must be signed by at least 20% of the

registered eiectors of the county.”

Section 30. Section 7-7-2227, MCA, is amended to read:

v7-7-2227. Examination of petition -- resolution calling for election. (1} Upon delivery of the
certified petition, the board shall carefully examine the petition and make sueh any other investigation as
that it may consider necessary. If it is found that the petition is in proper form, bears the requisite number
of signers of qualified petitioners, and is in all other respects sufficient, the board shall pass and adopt a
resolution that contains the provisions of subsection {2) plus the essential facts in regard to the petition and
its filing and presentation.

{2} The resolution shalt must:

{a} recite the purpose or purposes for which the bonds are proposed to be issued;

{b) fix the exact amount of bonds proposed to be issued for each purpose, which amount may be
less than but must not exceed the amount set forth in the petition;

{c} determine the number of years through which sueh the bonds are 10 be paid, not exceeding the
limitations fixed in 7-7-2206; and

(d} make provision for having the question submitted to the registered electors of the county at

the next general election or at a special election that is held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election

and that whieh the board may call for that purpose.
{3} Whenever a board of county commissioners initiates a resolution in accordance with the

provisions of 7-7-2223, the resolution must contain the provisions of subsection (2)."

Section 31. Section 7-7-2229, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2229. Natice of election. (1) Whether sweh the election is held at the general election or at

a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary glection, separate notice sha# of the election

must be given thereef.
{2) (a) The notice shalt must state:

(i} the date when the election will be held;

" . , o
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Hwhiii) the purpose of the issue;

tvi{iv) the term of years through which the bonds are to be paid; and

t+it{v) sueh other information regarding the holding of the efection and the bonds proposed to be
issued as that the board may consider proper.

(b} If bonds are to be issued for two or more purposes, each purpose and the amount therefer for
each purpose must be separately stated.

{3) The notice shal must be published as provided in 13-1-108."

Section 32. Section 7-7-2237, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2237. Percentage of electors required to authorize bond issue. Whenever the question of
issuing county bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a county at either a general

election or a special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election, the determination of the

approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1} determine the total number of electors who were gualified to vote in the bond election;

{2) determine the total number of qualified electors who voted in the bond election from the tally
sheet or sheets for the election;

{3) calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection {2} by the number determined in subsection (1); and

{4) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 40% or mare, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

{6) when the calculated percentage in subsection {3} is more than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond propositien is considered approved and adopted if 60% or more of the votes cast were in favor of
the proposition, otherwise it is considered rejected; or

{6} when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 30% or less, the bond proposition is

considered rejected.”

Section 33. Section 7-7-4226, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4226. Resolution to submit question of issuing bonds to voters. (1} When the governing body

of any municipality considers it necessary to issue bonds pledging the general credit of the municipality
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pursuant to amy a statute of this state, the governing body shall pass and adopt a resolution.

{2} The resolution shalt must:

. la) recite the purpose or purposes for which it is proposed to issue the bonds;

(b} fix the amount of bonds to be issued for each purpose;

(c) determine the number of years through which the bonds are to be paid, not exceeding the limits
fixed in 7-7-4205; and

{d) unless the bonds are revenue bonds not pledging the general credit of the municipality, make
such provisions as that are necessary for submitting the question to the registered electors of the city or

town at the next general city or town election or at a special election that is heid in conjunction with a

regular or primary election and that whiek the governing body may call for the purpose.

(3) Whenever the bond issuance is proposed by petition, the governing body shall, before
submitting the measure to the electors, pass a resoiution containing the information kerein required in this
section and—in-addition-therete; setting forth the essential facts in regard to the filing and presentation of

the petition.”

Section 34, Section 7-7-4227, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4227. Notice of election. {1} Whether sueh the election is heid at the general city or town

election or at a special election held in conjunction with_a reqular or primary election, separate notice shal

of the election must be given thereof.

{2) ({(a} The notice shal must state:

(i} the date when the election will be held;

.. it I iy A

Hw(iii) the purpose thereof of the bonds;

(vl the term of years through which the bonds will be paid; and

fridlv) sweb other information regarding the election and the proposed bonds as that the board may
consider proper.

{b) If the bonds proposed to be issued are for two or more purposes, each purpose and the amount

thergef for each purpose must be separately stated.

{3} The notice skalt must be published as provided in 13-1-108 and may be posted in each vating
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precinct in the city or town at least 10 days prior to the date for holding the election.”

Section 35. Section 7-7-4235, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4235. Percentage of electors required to authorize the issuing of bonds. Wherever Whenever
the question of issuing bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a city or town at

either a general election or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, the

determination of the approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1} determine the total number of electors who were gualified to vote in the bond election;

(2) determine the totai number of qualified eiectors who voted in the bond election from the tally
sheet or sheets for the election;

(3) calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection (2) by the number determined in subsection (1); and

(4) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 40% or more, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

(5} when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is mare than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond proposition is considered approved and adopted if 60% or more of the votes cast were in favor of
the proposition, otherwise it is considered rejected; or

{6) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 30% or less, the bond propasition is

considered rejected.”

Section 36, Section 7-7-4426, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"7-7-4426. Authorization for undertaking and issuance of bonds. (1) The acquisition, purchase,
construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking may be autharized
under this part.

(2} Bonds may be authorized to be issued under this part by resolution or resglutions of the
governing body of the municipality:

{a) without an election; or

(b} when autharized by a maijority of the qualified electors voting upon sueh the question at a

special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election, sheuld if the governing body in its
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sole discretion ekeese chooses to submit the question to the electorate.”

Section 37. Section 7-7-4427, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4427. Special election on question of issuing bonds. (1} When the governing body has chosen

to submit the question of issuing bonds to the electorate, the special election shkal must be held in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election and must be noticed and conducted as provided for municipal

general obligation bands in chapter 7, part 42.

(2) The special election shalt must be held not later than the next municipal election held after the
council or governing body of the municipality has by resolution or resolutions approved the acquisition,
purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking as

provided in this part and ordered saig the special election.”

Section 38. Section 7-8-4201, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-4201. Disposal or lease of municipal property. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2},
the city or town council may sell, dispose of, or lease any property belonging to the city or town.

(2) (a) The iease or transfer must be made by an ordinance or resolution passed by a two-thirds
vote of all the members of the council.

{b) Except for property acquired by tax deed, if the property is held in trust far a specific purpose,
the sale or lease must be approved by a majority vote of the electors of the municipality voting at an

election cailed for that purpose. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.

{3} This section may not be construed to abrogate the power of the board of park commissioners
to lease all lands owned by the city that were acquired for parks within the limitations prescribed by

7-16-4223."

Section 39. Section 7-11-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-305. Availability of petition or recommendation and service plan. (1) Sufficient copies of the
petition or recommendation of the interlocal cooperation commission proposing a service consalidation or
transfer and the service plan must be made available to the public for inspection at convenient locations
and at reasonable hours to provide all interested persons an opportunity to review the recommendations

and documents. The copies must be available no later than 30 days prior to an election on the praposal if
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sueh an election is to be held. If the election is held, it must he held in conjunction with a requiar or primary

election.
(2) Each local government affected by the proposal may distribute copies of the service plan to its

residents.”

Section 40. Section 7-11-307, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-11-307. Election on service consolidation or transfer. (1) The governing bodies of each local

government affected by a proposed service consoiidation or transfer shall jointly call a special election on

the question of service consolidation or transfer, to be held reless-than7b-ormore-than-120-days-af the

e-of-the rg-af—the—aetition ynde or-po-le han16-gf-mare—than a

reqular or primary_electiocn. Fre-spesciai-election-ay-be-held-in-conjupctionwith-any—ethor—election- The

county election administrator shall prepare and print notices of the special election.
{2) The caost of the election shal must be shared by the affected local governments in proportionate

shares as agreed to by the governing bodies of the local governments.”

Section 41. Section 7-12-4243, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-12-4243, Procedure to create and maintain supplemental revolving fund. (1) (a) A supplemental
revolving fund may be created by ordinance, subject to the approval of a majority of the qualified electors

vating upon the question at a general election or a special election held in conjunction_with a regular or

primary election.

(b) As used in 7-12-4241 through 7-12-4258, "qualified electors” shalmeanr means registered
electors of the municipality.

{2) The supplementai revolving fund skeH must be created and maintained solely from the net
revendes revenue of parking meters. The ordinance may pledge to satd the revolving fund all or any part
of the net reverces revenue of parking meters whish-ray-be-then-owned, or leased, of rented, or thereatter
acquired by the city or town. Said The ordinance shal must contain sueh any provisions ir—respeettoe
concerning the purchase, control, operation, repair, and maintenance of parking meters, inciuding rates to

be charged, and the application of the net reverues—therefrom revenue from the meters and the

management and use of the supplemental ‘revolving fund as that the council shall-deem considers
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necessary."”

Section 42. Section 7-13-2208, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-13-2208. Decision on petition -- election required. (1) On the final hearing, said the board of
county commissioners shall make sueh any changes in the proposed boundaries whieh-be within the county

as-may-be-geered that are considered advisable and shall define and establish stek the boundaries-, but

saig The board of county commissioners skel may not modify satg the boundaries as-te in a manper that

would exclude from sueh the proposed district any territory whish that would be benefited by the fermation
of sueh the district, nerskat-anytards—whick Land that will not, in the judgment of seaid the board of
county commissioners, be benefited by sueh the district may not be included within sueh the proposed
district.

(2) Upon the final determination of the boundaries of the district, the board of county
commissioners of each county in which saig the district lies shall give notice of an election to be held in
said the proposed district for the purpose of determining whether 6r not the seme-shal-be district is to be

incorporated. The date-efthe election
final-hearing-of-suveh-petiion must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.”

Section 43. Section 7-13-2231, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2231. District to be governed by board of directors. {1) At an election to be held within a
district under the provisions of this part and part 23 and the laws governing general elections not

inconsistent therewith this part and part 23, the district thus-seganized shall procced—within120-days-after
#ts-formatien—te-the-electon-of elect a board of directors. The election must be held in conjunction with

the next reqular or primary election.

{2) The board of directors is the governing body of sueh the district.”

Section 44. Section 7-13-2323, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2323. Election on question of incurring bonded indebtedness. The board of directors shall
fix a date upon which an election shal-ba is held for the purpose of authorizing the bonded indebtedness

te be incurred. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”
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Section 45. Section 7-13-2341, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-2341. Addition of land to district. {1} Except as provided in subsection (5}, any portion of
any county, any municipality, or both, may be added to any district organized under the pravisions of this
part and part 22 at any time upon petition presented in the manner provided in this part and part 22 for the
organization of sueh the district.

{2} The petition may be granted by ordinance of the board of directors of sueh the district. Sush
The ordinance shalt must be submitted for adoption or rejection to the vote of the electars in sueb the

district and in the proposed addition at a general glection or a special election held—as-provided-inthis-part

in conjunction with

a regular or primary election.

(3) if sueh the ordinance is approved, the president and secretary of the board of directors shall
certify that fact to the secretary of state and to the county clerk and recorder of the county in which sueh

the district is located. Upon the receipt of sueh4astrrentioned-eertificate the certification, the secretary

of state shall within 10 days issue his a certificate—+eciting that states the passage of said the ordinance
and the addition of said the territory to said the district. A copy of sueh the certificate shalt must be
transmitted to and filed with the county clerk and recorder of the county in which seebk the district is
situated.

(4) From-and-afterthe-date After the filing of sueh the certificate, the territory ramed-therein-shall
bo-deemed is added to and ferm is a part of said the district with all the rights, privileges, and powers set
forth in this part and necessarily incident therete to this part.

{6) If the board of directors determines that a district has a water facility or a sewer facility with
a capacity greater than required to meet the needs of the current district, it may by ordinance, upon petition
of contiguous property owners and with the written consent of all property owners to whom the service
is to be extended, expand the district to include land, to the extent of excess capacity, withaut complying
with subsections (1) and (2). However, if the board determines that an election should be held or if 40%
or more of the members of the district petition for an election, compliance with subsections (1) and (2) is

required.”

Section 46. Section 7-13-4204, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-4204. Rental charges for use of sewer system -- election required. (1} Upon being petitioned
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by 5% of the qualified electors, the city council shall submit to a vote to the qualified electors, at the

annual municipal election or at a#y a special election ealed—for—that-purpose held in_conjunction with a

regular or special election, the question of whether or not the city council may establish and collect rentals

for the use of sweh the sewer system, and may fix the scale of sweh the rentals, and may prescribe the
manner and time at which sueh the rentals shal must be paid:

{a) to provide sueh the sewer fund; ardier

(b) ta provide for the retirement of sueh the bonds ardfer and the payment of the interest on sueh
the bonds; andter or

(¢} for any purpose hRereir mentioned in_this section.

(2) If a majority of votes is cast in favor of skehl the proposition, then the city or town council may
establish and collect rentals for the use of arysueh the sewer system, and may fix the scale of sueh
rentals, arg may prescribe the manner and time at which saeh the rentals should be paid, and te may
change sueh the scale of rentals from time to time as may-be-deemed considered advisable.

{3) The reverudes revenue provided in this section skalbe are in addition to and not exclusive of

other reverdes-which revenue that may be rew legally collected for sewer payment.”

Section 47, Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read;

"7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district. (1) The commissioners,
upon completion of the public hearing, shall proceed by resolution to refer the creation of sueh the district
to the persons qualified to vote on sueh the proposition.

(2) The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election shak is to be
held in conjunction with a regular or primary election or whether the matter shall-be is to be determined at

the next general election. If a special election is ordered, the sommissioners-shai-spacify-intheir order must

specify the date for the election and the voting piaces and the commissioners shall appoint and designate

election judges and clerks therefor.”

Segtion 48. Section 7-14-1134, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-1134. Method of funding deficiency. (1} Subject to the conditions stated in this section, the

governing body of apy a county or ary of a municipality having a population in excess of 10,000 —with
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governmentis—incluged; may by resolution covenant that if at any time all revenues revenue, including

taxes, appropriated and collected for sueh bonds jssued pursuant to this part are insufficient to pay principal

or interest then due, it will levy a general tax upon all of the taxable property in the county or municipality
for the payment of saeh the deficiency. The governing body may further covenant that at any time a
deficiency is likely to occur within 1 year for the payment of principal and interest due on sueh the bonds,
it will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the county or municipality for the payment of sueh
the deficiency. ard-sueh The taxes are not subject to any limitation of rate or amount applicable to other
county or municipal taxes but are limited to a rate estimated to be sufficient to produce the amount of the
deficiency. If more than one local government is included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this
part, the local governments may apportion the obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipation
of, a deficiency in the revences revenue appropriated for saeh the bonds in sdeh a manner as that the local
governments may determine.

{2} The resolution shal must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the
substance of the covenant respecting deficiencies.

(3} {a) Ne-sueh A resolution beesmes is not effective until the question of its approval has been
submitted to the qualified electors of the local government at a special election;

{i) called for that purpose by the governing body of the local government;

(i) held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election; and

(i) approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question have—vetedirtaverthereat.

(b} The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicabie, as provided for
muntcipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election calied by cities and towns,
and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an election called by
counties. If a majority of the electors voting thereon on the issue vote against approval of the resolution,
the local government kas—re—actherty—te may ngt make the covenant or te levy a tax for the payment of
deficiencies pursuant to this section;, but-sueh The local government or authority may fAevertheless issue

bonds under this part payable solely from the sources referred to in 7-14-1133(1)."

Section 49. Section 7-14-2205, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-14-2205. Construction of bridge in municipality -- election. (1) Before undertaking the

construction in any city ar town of any bridge, the cast of which shalexseed exceeds $10,000, the board
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of county commissioners shall submit to the qualified electors of the county at a general election or &

special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election the question of whether the bridge

shal-be is 10 he constructed and its—eest paid for by the county.

(2) (a) If the electors vote in favor of construction, the board may issue and sell bonds of the
county e in the amount authorized for the construction of the bridge. Bonds sha#l must be issued under
saeh the regulations as that apply to other bonds of the county.

(b} The bridge shall must be constructed using the proceeds of sueh the bond sale.

{3) If the cost of the bridge does not exceed the amount authorized to be raised by a special tax,

it may be levied as provided in 7-14-2503."

Section 50. Section 7-14-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-2504. Additional road and bridge construction tax -- election required. (1) Each board may
make an additional levy upon the taxable property in the county of up to 10 mills ertess for constructing
public highways and bridges.

{2) Before the additional levy may be made, the question shall must be submitted to a vote of the

people at seme a general election or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

The gquestion must be in the following form, inserting the number of milts to be levied and the name of the

county:

“Shall there be an additional levy of .... mills upon the taxable property in the county of ...., state
of Montana, for the purpose of constructing public highways and bridges?

(1 YES

1 NC".

{3} A majority of the votes cast shall-be is necessary to permit the additional levy, which shal must

be collected in the same manner as other road taxes."”

Section 51. Section 7-14-4404, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-4404. Taxlevy for contracts to operate bus service. For the purpose of raising the necessary
money to defray the cost of the transportation service authorized by 7-14-4401(2) pursuant to sueh a
contract, lease, or lease and operating agreement with sueh an independent carrier or carriers, the city or

town council may annually levy a tax on the taxable value of all taxable property within the limits of the
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city or town. Whenever the council of the city or town considers it necessary to raise money by taxation

for sueh-purpose transportation services in excess of the levy rew allowed by law, the council of the city

or town shall in the manner prescribed by law submit the question of sueh the additional levy to the
qualified electors of the city or town, either at the regular annual election held in the city or town or at a
special election that is held in conjunction_with a reqular or primary election and that is called for that

purpose by the council of the city or town. The additional levy Fexeessofthelevynow-allowed-by-taw

may not exceed 1% mills.”

~ Section 52. Section 7-14-4512, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-14-4512. Referendum on parking meters prior to enacting ordinance. Me An ordinance e+
erdinances providing for the purchasing, renting, leasing, or otherwise acquiring or installing, maintaining,
operating, or using suech parking meters, devices, or instruments shal may not be enacted wrtiand unless
the question of whether or not sueh the crdinance erordinaress skalt may be enacted has been submitted
te the qualified electors of sueh the city or town at a general election or a special election that is held in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election and that is called for that purpose. ard-urlessatsuch-election

A ordinance may nat be enacted unless authorized by a majority of the votes cast ferard-againstthe
quostionshal-have-been are in favor of the enacting efsaid the ordinance ereordirances.”

Section 53. Section 7-14-4642, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-14-4642. Election required to issue revenue bonds. (1) The power to issue revenue bonds as
provided in this part shalt is not be operative in any city until the legislative body, either at a general

election or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, shat-sdbmit submits to

the electors the question as to whether the legislative body, the commission, or both, shal-—be are
authorized to adopt the revenue bond method of financing projects provided for keretr in_this part.

{2} Sueh The question may must be placed before the electors and notice thereef must be given
in the same manner as provided by law for referring ordinances of the city to the electors. The qualifications
of electors shalk-be are the same as those required for voting at municipal elections in the city for elective
officers thereef. The provisions relating to the qualifications of electors and manner of submission of the
question to the electors for the purposes of this part shallgevernand-be are controlling, notwithstanding
any provision of law to the contrary aretwithstanding.”
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Section 54. Section 7-15-2111, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-15-2111. Area of operation of county housing authority -- inclusion of municipalities. (1) The

area of aperation of seeh a county housing authority shal-ireludesaid includes the county; but w-fe-event

shak—t does not include any city unless a resolution shal-Rave has been adopted by the governing body
of the city {and by any authority which-shal-have-beentheretefore established and authorized to exercise
its powers in the city} declaring that there is need for the county authority to exercise its powers within
that city. Saeh The resolution shall is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the
electors within the corporate limits of steh the city or town voting a¢ either at a special election held in

conjunction 'with a reqular or primary etection or at a general election.

(2) M, after the adoption of sueh a resolution or resolutions, an authority is established for any city
within the county, the county authority shalt-have-re-pewerte may not initiate any further housing projects
within saeh the city without the consent by resolution of the governing body theresf of the city and of the

authority established for sueh the city.”

Section 55. Section 7-15-4408, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-15-4408. Voter approval required to create housing authority. The ardinance authorized by
7-15-4406(2) skakt is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the registered

electors within the city limits voting at either at a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or

primary election or at a general election.”

Section 56. Section 7-16-2411, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2411. Creation of county park district. (1) Proceedings for the creation of a county park
district may be initiated by:

{a} a petition signed by not less than 10% of the qualified electors of the proposed park district:
or

{b) aresolution of intent adopted by the county governing body, calling for the creation of a county
park district.

{2} The petition or resolution must contain:

{(a] the boundaries of the praoposed district;

{b) the proposed maximum property tax mill levy that could be levied on property owners within
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the district for the operation of the district; and

(¢c) the proposed number of members of the county park district commission. The number of
members must be an odd number and may not be less than three.

(3) When the territory to be included in the proposed district lies in more than one county, a
petition must be presented to the governing body of each county in which the territary lies. Each petition
must be signed by not less than 10% of the qualified electors of the territory within the county proposed
to be included in the district.

{4) Upon receipt of a petition for the creation of a county park district, the county clerk shall
examine it and within 15 days either reject the petition if it is insufficient under the provisions of subsection
(1}, {2), or (3) or certify that the petition is sufficient and present it to the county governing body at its next
meeting.

{5) The text of the petition or resolution must be published as provided in 7-1-2121 in each county
in which the territory of the proposed district lies.

{6) At the hearing, the county governing body shall hear:

(a} testimony of all interested persons on whether a county park district should be created;

{b) testimony regarding the proposed boundary, property tax mill levy, and number of memhers of
the district commission; and

{c) any other matter relating to the proposed district.

(7) After the hearing, if the county governing body determines that the proposed park district
should be created, it shall by resolution set the boundaries of the proposed park district, the maximum miil
levy for the proposed park district, and the number of members to be on the district commission, The
resolution must also call for an election on the question of whether to create the county park district. The

glection seay must be held in conjunction with a regutarlyseheduted regular or primary election, provided

that at least 75 days have elapsed between the adoption of the resolution and the election.”

Section 57. Section 7-16-2442, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2442. Dissolution of county park district. (1} A county park district may be dissolved after
an election on the question of dissolving the district. The process of dissolving the district may be initiated
by a petition of 26% of the electorate of the district or by a resolution of intent to dissolve the district

adopted by either the county park district commission or the county governing body.
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{2} Upon receipt of sueh a petition whieh that has been certified by the county clerk as sufficient
under this section or upon the adoption of sueh a resolution of intent, the county governing body shall call
a public hearing on the question of dissolving the district and cause notice of the hearing to be published

a-retiee—of-the-hearing in the official county newspaper.

{3) At the public hearing, the county governing body shall hear testimony of interested persons

regarding the dissolution of the district. After the public hearing, the county governing body may either
submit the question of dissolving the district to the electorate of the district or it may call for a public
hearing an the question of altering the boundaries of the district. !f the county governing body calis for a
public hearing on the question of altering the boundaries of the district by withdrawal of territory, it shall
eause—to-be-published publish notice of sueh-a the hearing in the official county newspaper. The notice
must state the boundaries of the area proposed to be withdrawn from the district. After hearing testimony
at saeh the hearing, the county governing body may submit the question of either dissolving the district
or altering the district by withdrawal of specified territory from the district to the eiectorate of the district.

(4) Sueb-a The question must be submitted by a resolution calling for an election on either
dissolving the district or altering the boundaries of the district by withdrawal of land from the district. The
county governing body ray-easl-a-special-elestion-forsuch-porposes—o—it-may shall schedule the election
in conjunction with any other regularly scheduled election. The election on the question must be conducted
as provided in Title 13.

{5) The guestion of withdrawal of territory under this section must be voted on separately by the
electorate of the territory to be withdrawn and the electorate of the balance of the territory of the district.
The question fails unless a simple majority of those voting on the question in each of the two territories
authorize altering the district boundary. If the question passes, the boundary alteration is effective the
following January 1. If the question fails, the county governing body shall by resolution call for an election

on the question of dissolving the district."”

Section 58. Section 7-31-106, MCA, is amended 1o read:
"7-31-106. Authorization for county to issue bonds -- election required. (1) If the petition is

presented to the board of county commissioners, it-shall-bethe-duty-of the board shall, for the purpose of

raising money to meet the payments under the terms and conditions of saié the contract and other

necessary and proper expenses #-and-abeut-the-same for the contract and for the approval or disapproval
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tharaet of the petition:
(a) #e ascertain, within 30 days after submission of the petition, the existing indebtedness of the
county in the aggregate; and

(b) te submit, within-B86-days after ascertaining the same aggregate indebtedness, to the electors

of seeh the county the praposition to approve or disapprove the contract and the issuance of bonds

necessary to carry out the same contract. The election must be held in_conjunction with a reqular or

primary election.

{2) The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 22.5% of the taxable value
of the taxable property thereir in the county, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thereef of the county,
to be ascertained by the last assessment for state and county taxes previous to the issuance of said the

bonds and incurring of satd the indebtedness."”

Section 59. Section 7-31-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-107. Authorization for municipality to issue bonds -- election required. {1} If said the petition
is presented to the council of any incorporated city or town, the council, for the purpose of raising money
to meet the payments under the terms and conditions of sakd the contract and other necessary and proper
expenses -and-aboutthe-same for the contract and for the approval or disapproval thereef of the petition,
shall:

{a) shal ascertain, within 30 days after submission of the petition, the aggregate indebtedness of
sueh the city or town; and

(b) shalt submit, within80-days after ascertaining the seme aggregate indebtedness, to the electors

of skeh the city or town the proposition to approve or disapprove said the contract and the issuance of

bonds necessary to carry out the sase gontract. The election must be held in conjunction with a reqular

or primary election.

{2y The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 16.5% of the taxable value

of the taxable property therein in the city or town, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thoraet of the city

or town, to be ascertained in the manner provided in this part.”

Section 60. Section 7-31-109, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-109. Conduct of election. {1) The vote upon sueh a proposition shal under this part must
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be had at an election for that purpose to be held, conducted, and counted and with results ascertained and
determined in the manner and by the same officers provided by law for general elections, except as

otherwise provided kereirin this section. The election must be held in conijunction with a requiar or primaryr

election.

(2) The proposition 8 must be submitted shalb-be upon printed tickets or bailots, upon each of
which shaltbe is printed the following: "For the contract and bonds" and "Against the contract and bonds "
the—tormerabeve-thetatter. The elector shall ingteate-his vote by a cross opposite the one etheotherfor
whieh-he—-votes statement.

{3) No registration under the election laws of this state shal-be is required for the purposes of the
election herein-provided-for, and the registration had-at from the last election preceding—the—sarme—shall
geverr-and-centrol-as-i-especialy-had-ard-dore governs_and controls for the purpose of the election to

be held under this part.”

Section 61. Section 7-32-235, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-32-235. Search and rescue units authorized -- under control of county sheriff -- optional
funding. (1} A county may establish or recognize one or more search and rescue units within the county.

(2} Exceptintime of rnartial rute as provided in 10-1-106, search and rescue units and their officers
are under the operational control and supervision of the county sheriff, or kis the sheriff’s designee, having
jurisdiction and whose span of control would be considered within reasanable limits.

{3) A county may, atter approval by a majority of the peopie voting on the question at an election
held throughout the county, levy an annual tax of not more than 1 mill on each dallar of taxable value of
ail taxable property within the county to support one or more search and rescue units established or

recognized under subsection {1}. The election must be_held in conjunction with a regular or primary

election.”

Section 62. Section 7-34-2110, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2110. Resolution calling for election. (1) The board of county commissioners in its resolution
ef—+eferenee may make sueh changes in the boundaries of the proposed district as that it considers
advisable, without including any additional lands not described in the petition, and it shall call an election

upon the guestion of the creation of the district.
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{2) The board meust shall designate in its resolution whether a special election shal-be is to be held
or whether the matter skafbe (s to be determined at the next general election. If a special election is

ordered, the board must shall specify in its order the date for seeh the election. The special election must

be held in conjunction with a requiar or primary election.”

Section 63. Section 7-34-2414, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2414. Election required on question of issuance of bonds. (1) Ne-berds Bonds may not be
issued by apy a county until the question of approval of the issuance of sueh the bonds has been submitted
to the registered electors of the county at a general election or a special election called for that purpose
by the governing body of the county and the majority of the electors voting on the question have voted in

favor thereet of issuing the bonds. A special election must be conducted in conjunction with a reqular or

primary election. The notice and conduct of the election skalt must be governed, to the extent applicable,

by the laws governing the election on county general obligation bonds in chapter 7, part 22.

{2} {f amajority of the electors voting thefeer on the issue vote against the issuance of the bonds,

the county shal-have—ro-agthorty—te may not issue the bonds under 7-34-2411 through 7-34-2418."

Section 64. Section 7-35-2106, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-35-2106. Election details. (1) In its order, the board must shall designate whether a special
election skal must be held or whether the matter shall must be determined at the next general election. {If

a special election is ordered, the board must shall in its order specify the time. A special election must be

held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

{2} The election shall must be held in all respects, as nearly as practicable, in conformity with the
general election laws.
(3) At suweh the election, the ballots must contain the words "Cemetery district -- Yes” and

"Cemetery district -- No"."
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Section 6b. Section 22-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-303. Creation of public library. A public library may be established in any county or city in
any of the following ways:

(1} The governing body of any county or city desiring to establish and maintain a public library may
pass and enter upon its minutes a resolution to the effect that a free public library is established under the
provision of Montana laws relating to public iibraries.

{2} By A public library may be established by a petition that is signed by not less than 10% of the

resident taxpayers: whose names appear upon the last completed assessment roll of the city or county;
being and that is filed with the governing body requesting the establishment of a public library. The
governing body of a city or county shall set a time of meeting at which the¥ it may by resolution establish
a public library. The governing body shail give notice of the contemplated action in a newspaper of general
circulation for 2 consecutive weeks giving therein the date and place of the meeting at which the

contemplated action is proposed to be taken.
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{3) (a) Upon a petition being filed with the governing body and signed by not less than 5% of the
resident taxpayers ¢f any city or county requesting an election, the governing body shall submit to a vote
of the qualified electors thereet at the next general election the question of whether a free public library
shall is 1o be established.

(b) If sush a petition is submitted far a city, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of
said the city.

{c) If sueh a petition is submitted to the county commissioners of a county asking for the
establishment of a county library, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of the county who
reside outside the corporate limits of an incorporated city that is located in said the county whiek and that
may ailready have established a free public library for sueh the city.

(d} If sueh the petition specifically asks that a special election be called and sueh the petition is
signed by 35% of the resident freeholders affected by sueh the petition, then the governing body shall,
upon receipt of saek the petition, immediately set a date for a special election;. which-date shall-be-asseon
as—the-precedures—forestablishing-a The special election will-alew must be held in conjunction with a

reqular_or primary election.

(e) If at sweh the election a majority of the electors voting on the guestion vote in favor of the
establishment of a library, the governing body shall immediately take the necessary steps to establish and
maintain said the library or to contract with any city or county for library service to be rendered to the

inhabitants of suek the city or county.”

Section 66. Section 22-1-402, MCA, is amended to read:

“22-1-402. Library systems -- definition. (1) Library systems shal must include library federations
or library networks—as-defined-hereafter:.

+H{2) {(a) A library federation is a combinatian of libraries serving a multicounty, multicity, or
city-county area within a federation area designated by the state library commission. Any other public
library or town, city, or county within the federation area may participate in s«ek a federation.

{b) Two or more cities, towns, counties, ar a city and one or more counties may agree by contract
to form sueh a federation by action of their respective governing bodies or duly created boards of library
trustees, provided that one of the parties is or maintains a library whieh that has been designated by the

state library commission as a headquarters library for that federation area. The participating entities may
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retain sueh the autonomy over their respective libraries as—Pay-be that specified in the contract.

(c) The expense of providing library services for the library federation skall must be based on funds
received from the state or participating libraries as shel-be agreed upon in the contract. The funds of the
federation shalt must be maintained as a separate account as skat-be provided in the contract. Participating
libraries shall transfer semiannually to the account all maney collected for the federation in their respective
jurisdiction.

{d} A participating entity may withdraw from a federation according to the terms for withdrawal
provided in the contract by the action of its governing body or by a majority of its qualified voters vating

at a general or special election. A special election must be held in_conjunction with a reqular or primary

election,
{2{3) Alibrary network is an agreement between individua! libraries or library systems, which may
be intercity, intrastate, or interstate, for the exchange of information or to provide specific library services

not provided in existing library federations.”

Section 67. Section 67-11-303, MCA, is amended to read:
"67-11-303. Bonds and obligations. (1) An authority may baorrow money for any of its corporate

purposes and issue its bonds therefor for those purposes, including refunding bonds, in sueh the form and

upon sweh the terms as that it may determine, payable out of any reveaues revenue of the authority,
including revenses revenue derived from:

(a) an airport or air navigation facility or facilities:

(b) taxes levied pursuant to 67-11-301 or other law for airport purposes;

{c) grants or contributions from the federal government; or

{d) other sources.

{2) The bonds may be issued by resolution of the authority, without an election and without any
limitation of amount, except that re-sweb bonds may not be issued at any time if the total amount of
principal and interest to become due in any year on sueh the bonds and on any then cutstanding bonds for
which reverdes revenue from the same source or sources are pledged exceeds the amount of suek
FeVeRLes revenue 10 be received in that year as estimated in the resolution authorizing the issuance of the
bonds. The authority shall take all action necessary and possible to impose, maintain, and collect rates,

charges, rentals, and taxes, if any are pledged, sufficient to make the revenues revenue from the pledged
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source in sueh the year at least equal to the amount of saek principal and interest due in that year.

{3) The bonds may be sold at public or private sale and may bear interest as provided in 17-5-102.
Except as otherwise provided heretr in_this section, any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by an
authority may be payable as to principal and interest solely from rewendes revenue of the authority and shaht
must state on their face the applicable limitations or restrictions regarding the source from which sueh the
principal and interest are payable.

(4) Bonds issued by an authority or municipality pursuant to the provisions of this chapter are
declared to be issued for an essential public and governmental purpose by a political subdivision within the
meaning of 15-30-111(2){a).

{5) For the security of amry-sdeh bonds, the authority or municipality may by resolution make and
enter into any covenant, agreement, or indenture and may exercise any additionat powers authorized to be
exercised by a municipality under Title 7, chapter 7, parts 44 and 45. The sums required from time to time
to pay principal and interest and to create and maintain a reserve for the bonds may be paid from any
revenues referred to in this chapter, prior to the payment of current costs of operation and maintenance
of the facilities.

{6) Subject to the conditions stated in this subsection {8}, the governing body of any municipality
having a population in excess of 10,000, with respect to bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by the
municipality or by an authority in which the municipality is included, may by resolution covenant that in the
event that at any time all reverdes revenue, including taxes, appropriated and collected for sueh the bonds
afe is insufficient to pay principal or interest then due, it will levy a general tax upon all of the taxable

property in the municipality for the payment of seeh the deficiency;. ard The governing body may further

covenant that at any time a deficiency is likely to occur within 1 year for the payment of principal and
interest due on such bonds, it will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the municipality for
the payment of sueh the deficiency, and suek the taxes are not subject to any limitation of rate or amount
applicable to other municipal taxes but are limited to a rate estimated to he sufficient 1o produce the amount
of the deficiency. In the event that more than one municipality having a population in excess of 10,000.is
included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this chapter, the municipalities may apportion the
obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipaticn of, a deficiency in the revendes revenue
appropriated for sseh the bonds in ssek a manner as that the municipalities may determine. The resolution

shall must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the substance of the covenant
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respecting deficiencies. Ne—sdueh A resolution besermes may not be effective until the question of its
approval has been submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality at a special election called for that
purpose by the governing body of the municipality and a majarity of the electors voting on the question

have voted in favor thereef of the resolution. The special election must be held in conjunction with a

reqular or primary election. The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicable,

as provided for municipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election called by
cities and towns; and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an
election called by counties. |f a majority of the electors voting thereer on the issue vote against approval
of the resolution, the municipality hes-re-autherity-te may not make the covenant or te levy a tax for the
payment of deficiencies pursuant to this section, but saeb the municipality or authority may revertheless

issue bonds under this chapter payable solely from the sources referred to in subsection (1) abeve.”

Section 68. Section 76-1-604, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-1-604. Adoption, revision, or rejection of master plan. (1) The governing bodies shall adopt
a resolution of intention to adopt, revise, ar reject s4eh the proposed plan or any of its parts.

(2} It the governing bodies adopt a resolution of intention to adopt the proposed plan or any of its
parts, they may, in their discretion, submit to the qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within
the proposed plan at the next primary or general election or at a special election the referendum question

of whether or not the plan should be adopted. A special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular

or primary election. +he Except as provided in this section, the provisions of Title 7, chapter 5, part 1,

exceptas-in-this-section-otherwiso-provided—shall apply to sueh the referendum election.

(3) The governing hodies may adopt, revise, or repeal a master plan under this section.

{4) The qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within the master plan may by initiative
or referendum, as provided in 7-b-131 through 7-5-137, adopt, revise,xor repeal a master plan under this

section.”

Section 69. Section 85-3-206, MCA, is amended to read:
"85-9-206. Court hearing on petition -- election -- limits on court jurisdiction. (1) Upon receipt of
a petition for organizing a district, the court shall give notice and hold a hearing on the petition. |f the court

shat-Hnd finds that the prayerefthe petition should be granted, it shall:
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{a) make and file findings of fact specifying those lands that will be directly or indirectly benefited
by the proposed district and exclude those lands whish that will not be se benefited;

(b} make an ordgr fixing the time and place of an organizing election;

(c) order the election administrator to conduct the election in accordance with the provisions of
Title 13;

(d) order and decree the district crganized if the requisite number of eligible electors vote in favor
of organization.

{2} In order for the district to be organized, 51% or more of the eligible electors must vote in the

election, and a majority of those voting must vote in favor of organization. The election must be held in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

{3) This chapter shaH does not confer upon the court jurisdiction to hear, adjudicate, and settle
questions concerning the priority of appropriation of water between districts and other persans, Jurisdiction
to hear and determine priority of appropriation and questions of right growing out of or in any way
connected with a priority of appropriation is expressly excluded from this chapter and shal must be

determined as otherwise provided by the laws of Montana."

Section 70. Section 85-9-623, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-9-623. Issuance of bonds -- resolution and election. When the directors find it necessary to
issue honds, the directors shall:

{1} pass a resolution whieh that includes:

{a) the purpose or purposes for which the bonds will be issued;

{b) the maximum amount and term of the bonds;

{c) the maximum interest rate the bonds will bear;

{d) whether the bonds will be repaid from tevendes revenue, assessments, or both;

{2} give notice, as provided in 85-9-103(9), whieh-shaH that must include the resolution adopted

by the directors; and the location of polling places—are-hours—when-the-pels—wil-be-open; and
(3) hold an election as provided by 85-3-422." '

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 193
INTRODUCED BY DCHERTY, TROPILA

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING ELECTIONS;
ENCOURAGING ELECTOR PARTICIPATION BY CONSOLIDATING THE TIMES AT WHICH ISSUES ARE
SUBMITTED TO ELECTORS; ESTABLISHING UNIFORM TIMES FOR THE OPENING AND CLOSING OF
POLLS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2215, 7-2-2605, 7-2-2709, 7-2-4104, 7-2-4108, 7-2-4902,
7-3-103, 7-3-148, 7-3-176, 7-3-186, 7-3-187, 7-3-192, 7-3-1205, 7-3-1208, 7-3-1229, 7-3-1231,
7-3-4208, 7-3-4213, 7-3-4222, 7-3-4223, 7-3-4305, 7-3-4310, 7-3-4311, 7-5-133, 7-5-136, 7-6-4321,
7-6-2344,7-6-4255,7-7-2223,7-7-2227, 7-7-2229, 7-7-2237,7-7-4226,7-7-4227,7-7-4235,7-7-4426,
7-7-4427, 7-8-4201, 7-11-305, 7-11-307, 7-12-4243, 7-13-2208, 7-13-2231, 7-13-2323, 7-13-2341,
7-13-4204,7-14-210,7-14-1134,7-14-2205,7-14-2504,7-14-4404,7-14-4512,7-14-4642,7-15-2111,
7-15-4408, 7-16-2411, 7-16-2442, 7-31-1086, 7-31-107, 7-31-109, 7-32-235, 7-34-2110, 7-34-2414,
7-35-21086,

20-20-105.20-20-106-26-20-204-20-26- 262 20-20-263-20-20-204 22-1-303, 22-1-402, 67-11-303,
76-1-604, 85-9-206, AND 85-3-623, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 7-2-2215, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2215. Election on question of creating new county -- proclamation and notice. (1) Within 2
weeks after its determination of the truth of the allegations of the petition, the board of county
commissioners shall order and give proelamatior-and notice of an election to be held eraspesifed-day
Rotiessthan-60-daysthereafter; for the purpose of determining whether the territory proposed to be taken
from the county ehak is to be established and organized into a new or enlarged county, ard for the election

of officers, and for the location of a county seat therefe—inoase if the vote at the election is in favor of

the establishment and organization of a new county formed from a portion of one existing county or from
portions of twe or more existing counties,
(2} The question of determining whether the proposed territory shal-be is taken from the county

and added to the proposed new county must be included on the ballot for the next esurtywide regular or
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primary—general—o+sehesl election scheduled not less than 60 days after the date of the preelamation order
and notice.
{3) All registered electors of the county shali-be are entitied to vote at the election. Registration

and transfers of registration sha# must be made and sha# must close in the manner and at a time provided

by law for registration and transfers of registration for a general election in Montana.
(4) If the propased new county is an existing county to be enlarged by territary taken from the
county in which the petition was filed, the board of county commissioners of the proposed new county

shall hold an election in the manner described in subsections (1) through {3)."

Section 2. Section 7-2-2605, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2605. Notice and conduct of election. {1) Notice of sweh an election for removai of a county

seat, clearly stating the object, must be given and the etection must be held and conducted and the returns
made in all respects in the manner prescribed by law in regard to the submitting of questions to the electors

of a locality under the general election law at a reqular or primary election.

{2) In voting on the qUestion, each elector must vote for the place in the county which he the

elector prefers by placing the mark X opposite the name of the place.”

Section 3. Section 7-2-2709, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-2709. Spescial-clestion Election on question of abandonment and consolidation. {1} (a) Within
14 days after transmittal of the resolution prdvided forin 7-2-2707, the boards of county commissioners
of the county in which the petition referred to in the resolution was filed and of each county designated
in the resolution as a county to which any of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abolished, wauld
be attached and made a part, shall, in a joint meeting and by joint resolution of sueh the boards, call a

special election in ait affected counties to be held in conjunction with the next regular or primary election.

{b) The joint resociution shall fix a day for holding the election in sueh the counties—whieh-shal-be

general election will be held in the counties not less than 90 days or more than 120 days after the date of

the resolution provided for in 7-2-2707, the joint resolution skalt must direct that the question be submitted

to the registered electors of the counties at the general election. The joint resolution skal must be filed in

the office of the secretary of state, and copies thereef-shal of the resolution must be transmitted to the

& 3. SB 193
Montana Legislative Council

i



54th Legislature ‘ $B0193.02

£ ST 7S B (N

O LB m N g W,

11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

election administrator of each of the counties in which the election is to be held.

(2} At the election there shall must be submitted:

{a) to the registered electors of the county in which the petition was filed, the guestion of whether
or nat the county skal is tao be abandoned and abolished and its territory attached to and made a part of
the county designated and named for the purpose in the petition; and

(b) to the registered electors of each county named and designated in the resolution as a county
to which a part of the territory of the county proposed to be abandoned and abolished shall is 10 be
attached and made a part if the county shal-be-s8 is abandoned and abolished, the question of whether
or not the part of the territory of the county, if abandoned and abolished, described in the resolution sha#

must be attached to and become a part of the county."”

Saction 4. Section 7-2-4104, MCA, is amended to read:

*7-2-4104. Election on question of organization. (1) After filing the petition and census, if there
is the requisite number of inhabitants for the formation of a municipal corporation as required in 7-2-4103,
the county commissioners sruast shall call an election of all the registered electors residing in the territory
described in the petition.

{2) The election must be held at a convenient place within the territory described in the petition,

to be designated by the board. |f possible, the election must be held in confunction with a reguiar or

primary election.

(3) The ballots used at the election must contain the words "For incorporation” or "Against

incorporation”, and all elections must be conducted as provided in Title 13."

Section 5. Section 7-2-4106, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-2-4106. First election for officers. (1) When the incorporation of a city or town is completed,
the board of county commissioners st shall give notice for 30 days in a newspaper published within the

limits of the city or town or, if none is published therein within the Iimit's, by posting notices in six public

places within the iimits of the eerperation city or town of the time and place or places of holding the first

election for offices of the eerperation city or town. The election must be held in conjunction with & regular

or primary election.

(2) At sueh the election, all the electors qualified by the general election laws of the state who

Z\\ -3- ‘ SB 193
( Montana Legisiative Councli



54th Legislature SB0193.02

1

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

have resided within the limits of the city or town for 6 months and within the limits of the ward for 30 days
preceding the election are qualified electors and may choose officers for the city or town, to hoid office as
prescribed in 7-2-4107.

(3) The board must shall appoint election judges and canvass and declare the result thereef of the

election. The election must be conducted in the manner required by law for the election of county officers.”

Section 6. Section 7-2-4902, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-2-4902. Disincorporation by election. {1} Any city or town may be disincorporated in the
manner provided in this section.

(2) If the registered electars of a city or town equal in number to at least 15% of the number of
electors registered at the last municipal general election petition the board of county commissioners of the
county where the city or town is situated to disincorporate the city or town; or if the city governing body
by a two-thirds vote of all its members resolves to disincorporate, then the board shalil order—within860
daysthat a special election to be held within the city or town on the question of disincorparating the city

or town. The day—for-hoidirg-the election may-ret-be-toss-thar—7b-days-er-mero—thar—-20-days—afterthe

beard-ordess-the must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 7. Saction 7-3-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-103. Amendment of self-government charter or adopted alternative form of government. (1)
An amendment to a self-government charter or an adopted aiternative form of government may only be
made by submitting the question of amendment to the electors of the local government. To be effective,
a proposed amendment must receive an affirmative vote of a majority of the electors voting on the
question, An amendment approved by the electors becomes effective on the first day of the local
government fiscal year following the fiscal year of approval unless the question submitted to the electors
provides otherwise.

{2} An amendment to a self-government charter or an adopted alternative form of government may
be proposed by initiative by petition of 15% of the electors registered at the last general alection of the
local government or by ordinance enacted by the governing body. The question on amendment of a charter

or an adopted alternative form of government shalt must be submitted to the electors as-seen-as-pessible
at a—+regularly-seheduled the next
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reqular or primary election e+at-a-spescial-slocton.

(3) Thelocal government, by ordinance, may provide procedures for the submission and verification

of initiative petitions."

Section 8. Section 7-3-149, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-149. Election on alternative form. {1) The governing body shall call a special election an the

question of an alternative form of government to be held at the next regular gr primary election that is at

least 75 days after the call and within-20-days—of the date of filing with the records administrator under

7-3-1486. ter- The records administrator

shall prepare and print notices of the speeial election.

{2) The cost of the election shal must be paid for by the local government.

{3} (a} The affirmative vote of a simple majority of those voting on the question is required for
adoption.

{b} In any election involving the question of consolidation, each question shal must be submitted
to the electors in the county and reguires an affirmative vote of a simple majority of the votes cast in the
county on the guestion for adoption. There is no requirement for separate majorities in local governments
voting on consolidation.

{c} In any election involving the guestion of county merger, the questions shall must be submitted
to the electors in the counties affected and requires reguire a majority of the votes cast on the questions
in each affected county for adeption.

(d) If the electors disapprove the proposed new form of local government, amendments, or

consclidation plan, the local government retains its existing form."”

Section 9. Section 7-3-176, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-176. Election of commission members. (1} If the question of reviewing the iocal government
and estabiishing a study commission is approved, an election to fill the positions on the local government
study commission shalt must be held in conjunction with the 1884—gereral-elestion—date—orat-the first
regularly scheduled election of the local government conducted after 90 days following the election
establishing the study commission. A primary glection may not be heid.

(2} The names of study commission candidates who have filed declarations of nomination not later
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than 75 days before the date of the election ska# must be placed on the ballot. There is no filing fee. The
election is nonpartisan, and candidates shal must be listed without party or other designation or slogan.
The secretary of state shall prescribe the ballot form for study commissioners.

{3) Candidates for study commission positions skaH must be electars of the local government for
which the study commission has been established. The candidates may not be elected officials of the local
government.

{(4) The number of candidates, equal to the number of study commission positions to be elected,
receiving the highest number of votes, which includes votes cast for candidates who have officially filed
nominations and votes for write-in candidates, skall must be declared elected. If there is a tie vote among
candidates, the governing body shall decide by lot which candidate will filt the position.

(5} If the number of study commissioners elected is not equal to the number required to be
selected, the ehairFran presiding officer of the governing body, with the confirrnation of the governing body,
shall appoint the additional study commissioners within 20 days of the election. Ne An elected official of

the local government may not be appointed.”

Section 10. Section 7-3-186, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-186. Study commission timetable. (1) Each local government study commission shall, within
90 days of its organizational meeting, establish a timetable for its deliberations and actions. The timetable
must be published in a local newspaper of general circulation. The timetable may be revised, but each
revision must be republished.

{2} The timetable must provide, at a minimum, the following provisions, to be accomplished
chronologically in the order presented:

{a} conduct one or more public hearings for the purpose of gathering information regarding the
current farm, functions, and problems of local government;

{b) formulate, reproduce, and distribute a tentative report, containing the same categories of
information required to be included in the final report;

{c} conduct one or more public hearings on the tentative report;

(d) adopt the final report of the commission and set the date for a special election on the question
of adopting a new pian of government or, if the study commission is not recommending any changes,

publish and distribute the final report as provided in 7-3-187 within 60 days after the final report is adopted.
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The special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 11. Section 7-3-187, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-187. Final report. (1) Every A study commission shall adopt a final report. If the study
commission recommends an alternative form of government, the final report skhal must contain the
following materials and documents, each signed by a majority of the study commission members:

{a) those materials and documents required of a petition proposing an alteration of an existing form
of government in 7-3-142;

{b) a certificate establishing the date of the special election, which fay must be held in conjunction
with a regutarby-sehedwled regular or primary election, at which the alternative form of government shak
be is presented to the electors and a certificate establishing the form of the ballot question or questions;
and

{c) a certificate establishing the dates of the first primary and general elections for officers of a new
government if the proposal is approved and establishing the effective date of the proposal if approved.

(2) The final report shak must contain any minority report signed by members of the commission
who do not support the majority proposal.

{3) If the study commission is not recommending any changes, its final report shatkse must indicate

that changes are not recommended.

{4) The study commission shall file two copies of the final report with the department of commerce,
one of which the department shall forward to the state library. A copy of the final report shaHt must be
certified by the study commission to the municipal or county recards administrator within 30 days after the
adoption of the final report.

(5} Sufficient copies of the final report are-te must be prepared for public distribution. The finai
report must be available to the electors not later than 30 days prior to the election on the issue of adopting
the aiternative plan. Copies of the final report may be distributed to electors or residents of the local
government or governments affected.

(B) After submission of the final report, the commission shall deposit copies of its minutes and

other records with the county clerk and recorder.”

Section 12. Section 7-3-192, MCA, is amended to read:
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"7-3-192. Election on recommendation. (1) An alternative plan of government recommended by

a study commission shak must be submitted to the voters as provided in 7-3-149-except-that-the study

{2) General ballot requirements and treatment of suboptions on an alternative plan of government
recommended by a study commission s#alf must be the same as for recommendations by petition as

provided in 7-3-150 and 7-3-151."

Section 13. Section 7-3-1205, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1205. Certification of petition -- board action. (1) If the county election administrator shal
#ird finds that sueh the petition or amended petition se#Hed is signed by the required number of registered
electors, ke the election administrator shall se certify the finding to the board of county commissioners ef

such-gounty at their next regular meeting.

(2) Suwebk The board shall, within 10 days after receiving the election administrator’s certificate,

order a special election to be held—et-which-elaction~sueh gn the question shall-be-submitied—to—the

registored-electersofthe-eaunty. Sueh The order shah must specify the-time-wher-such that the election

erdor—is—ade—and-the n conjunction with the next reqular_or primary election. The board af county

cammissioners shall immediately-upenrraking-sdeh-erder issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose
for which suweh the special election is held and the date of holding the same—whieh election. The

proclamation must be published in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108."

Section 14. Section 7-3-1208, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-1208. Election of commission upon favorable vote. (1) if the majority of the votes cast at
sdeh the election shal-be are in favor of suek the consolidation and merging, the board of county
commissioners of sweh the county Amust shall, within 2 weeks after sueh the election returns have been

canvassed, order a special election to be held in_conjunction with the next reqular or primary election for

Q - 8- SB 193
Montana f.‘ﬂ’s‘af‘v‘ council




54th Legislature SB0193.02

—

O O o ~N O O A~ W N

A i
W N -

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

the purpose cof electing the number of members of the commission to which swek the consolidated

municipality skat-be is entitled. This order sha# must specify the time when sueb the election shal will be

be-held-at-the-same-tirmo-as-such-gereral-elestion. The board of county commissioners, immediately upon

making sush the order, shall issue a proclamation seiting forth the purpose for which suweh the special
election is held and the date of holding the same—whieh the election. The proclamation must be published
in the manner prescribed by 13-1-108.

{2) Ne A primary election shall may not be held for the purpose of nominating candidates for
members of the commission kersiratterprovided-for, to be voted for at sweh the special election—butsuaeh

. _The candidates shal must be nominated directly by a petition whieh-shat-be that is in substantially the
same form and ke signed by the same number of signers as Rereirafter required for primary nominating
petitions. Sueb The election shall must be conducted, the vote must be returned and canvassed, and the

result must be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect 1o general elections.”

Section 15. Section 7-3-1229, MCA, is amended to read:

“7-3-1229. Submission of initiative measure to electors. (1} If the commission fails 10 pass an
ordinance proposed by initiative patition or passes it in a form different from that set forth in the petition
therefor, the commutiee of the petitioners hereinatterprovided-fer may require that it be submitted to a vote
of the electors either in its original form or with any change or amendment presented in writing, either at
a public hearing before the committee to which the proposed ordinance was referred or during the
consideration thereot by the commission. if the committee of petitioners requires the submission of a
proposed ordinance to a vote of the electors, the committee shall certify that fact to the clerk and file in
hie the clerk’s office a certified copy of the ordinance, in the form in which it is to be submitted, within 10
days after final action on sueh the ordinance by the commission.

(2) Upan receipt of the certified copy of a proposed ordinance fram the committee of the

petitioners, the clerk shall certify the fact to the commission at its next regular meeting. H-a—-muricipal

tho-eammissior-suehl The proposed ordinance shak must be submitted to a vote of the electors at sueh
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the next reqular or primary election. H—pe—sueh—elostion—is—to—be—held—withinthe—tirmo—aforesaid—the

submitted-totheoleeters-a majority of those voting on a proposed ordinance sha# vote in favor thereed of

the proposed ordinance, it shall-therewpor-be is an ordinance of the municipality.”

Section 16. Section 7-3-1231, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-1231. Action on referendum petition. (1) If a referendum petition or amended petition is found
sufficient, by the clerk—he shall certify that fact to the commission at its next regular meeting; and the

ordinance or part thereef of the ordinance set forth in the petition shalt may not go into effect, or further

action thersupdesshal-be under the ordinance is suspended if it shali-have has gone into effect, until
approved by the electors as-hereinaftorprovided.

{2} Upon receipt of the clerk’s certificate, the commission shall preeeed-te reconsider the ordinance

or part thereef of the ordinance, and its final vote upon sueh reconsideration shall must be upon the

question "Shall the ordinance (or part of the ordinance} set forth in the referendum petition be repealed?”

If upon sweh reconsideration the ordinance or part thereef of the ordinance is not repealed, it shall must

be submitted to the electors at the next muriaipal regular or primary election held-noet-less-than-B0-days

seoncr—than-tho-time—aforesaid- If when submitted to the electors any ordinance or part theresf of an
ordinance is not approved by a majority of those voting thereer on the issue, it shalbe-deerred is

repealed.”

Section 17. Section 7-3-4208, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4208. Petition to organize under cornmission form -- slection required. (1) Uper When a

petition beirg on the question or reorganization under this part is filed with the city council; and is signed

by not less than 25% of the qualified electors of sueh the city registered for the last preceding general city

election, pray+
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ef-sueh-city—saig the city council shall thereuperand-within—30-days-thereafter order a special election to

be held in conjunction with .the next regular or primary election. At this election, the question of

reorganization of sueh the city under the provisions of this part shalt must be submitted to the qualified

electors of suek the city.

(2) Sueh The order of the city council shaH must specify therein the time when sueh the election

Section 18. Section 7-3-4213, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4213. Election for first city officers. (1) If a majority of the votes cast at sueh the election
shalt-be is in favor of sush-prepesiien reorganization, the city council must shall, at its first regular meeting

held thereafter after the election, order a special election to be held for the purpose of electing a mayor and

the number of councilmen to which suek the city shal-be is entitled. The order shal must specify the time '

of holding swek the election, which must be re-less-than/b-and-ne-morethan-B0-days—ofterthorraking
of said-order—and-the held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election. The mayor shall thereupen

issue a proclamation setting forth the purposes for which sweh the special election is called and the day
of holding the same glection. The prociamation skaH must be published for 10 successive days in each daily

newspaper published in sweh the city if there be-sueh is a daily newspaper+etherwise; or once a week for

2 consecutive weeks in each weekly newspaper published thereip in the city: . ard—2a A copy thereoishall

alse of the proclamation must be posted at each voting piace within sad the city and alse in at least 10

of the most public places in gaid the city.
(2} Swek The election shal must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the result must

be declared in the same manner as provided by law in respect to other city elections.”

Section 19. Section 7-3-4222, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4222. Adoption of ordinances. (1) Every Each ordinance or resolution appropriating money,
ordering any street or sewer improvement e~sewer, making or authorizing the making of any contract, or
granting any franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways, bridges, or public places in the city
for any purpose shal must be complete in the form in which it is finally passed and remain on file with the

city clerk for public inspection at least 1 week before the final passage or adoption therest of the ordinance
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or_resolution.
{2) Me An ordinance passed by the council, except when otherwise required by the general laws
of this state or the provisions of this part and except an ordinance for the immediate preservation of the

public peace, health, or safety whieh that contains a statement of its urgency and is passed by a two-thirds

‘vote of the council, shall may not go into effect before 10 days from the time of its final passage. !f during

the 10-day period a petition signed by electors of the city equal in number 10 at least 25% of the entire
number of persans registered to vote at the last preceding general municipal election, protesting against
the passage of sweh the ordinance, is presented to the council, the ordinance shah—therexupor—be is
suspended from going into operation and the council shall reconsider the ordinance. If the ordinance is not
entirely repealed, the council shall submit the ordinance to the vote ot the electors of the city, either at a

general election or at a special municipal election te-be-cated-for-that-purpose held in conjunction with a

reqular or primary election. The ordinance skaH may not go into effect or become operative unless a

maijority of the electors voting on the ordinance vote in favor of its adoption.”

Section 20. Section 7-3-4223, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4223. Granting of franchises. Ne A franchise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways,
bridges, or public places in ary—sueh é city shad may not be granted, renewed, or extended except by
ordinancey . and—every A franchise or grant for interurban or street railways, gasworks or waterworks,
electric light or power plants, heating piants, telegraph ar telephone systems, or other public service utilities
or renewal or extension of apry—sueh the franchise or grant within suehk the city must be authorized or
approved by a majority of the electors voting thereer on the issue at a general election or a special election

held in conjunction with a requiar or primary election as provided in 7-5-4321 and 7-5-4322."

Section 21. Section 7-3-4305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4305. Petition to organize under commission-manager form -- election required. (1) Upon a
the filing of a petition being-filed with the city or town council, signed by not less than 15% of the qualified
electars of the municipality registered for the last general municipal election, proposing that the question
of reorganization under this part and part 44 be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality, the

city or town council shall withir-30-days order a special election to be held—at+-whieh in_conjunction with

a reqular or primary election. At the election, the question of reorganization of the municipality under the
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provisions of this part and part 44 must be submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality.

(2) The order of the city or town council must specify the time when the election sast will be helds

Section 22. Section 7-3-4310, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-3-4310. Special election for municipal officers. (1) If the majority of the votes cast at sueh the
election shal-be are in favor of sueb-propesitien reorganization, the city or town council smust sha!l hold
a meeting within 1 week thoreafter after the election and at-such-meeting order a special election to be held

in conjunction with a regular or primary election for the purpose of electing the number of commissioners

to which sush the municipality shal-be is entitled. This order shal must specify the time of holding suek

The mayor shall thereuper issue a proclamation setting forth the purpose for which sueh the special
election is held and the day of holding the same eglection, The proclamation shalt must be published for 10
success_ive days in each daily newspaper published in suek the municipality if there be-sweh—ethervwise: is
a daily newspaper or for 2 successive weeks in each weekly newspaper published thereir—ang-a in the
municipality. A copy thereefshall of the proclamation must also be posted at each voting place within said
the municipality and alse in five of the most public places in said the municipality.

{2) Sueh The election shal must be conducted, the vote must be canvassed, and the result must
be declared in the same manner as provided by law inrespeette for other municipal elections.

{3) The provisions of 7-3-4341 are to be followed in the special election, except that the date of

the prismary election shall must be atldeast+8b-days in conjunction with a reguiar or primary election held

before the special etection.”

Section 23. Section 7-3-4311, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-3-4311. Procedure for multimunicipality organization. (1) Whenever the inhabitants of any

community or group of communities in any county, whether separately incorporated in whole or in part or

unincorporated

; desire to be organized into or annexed to an

incorporated city or town under the provisions of this part and part 44, the board of county commissianers

of sueh the county may or upon the presentation of a petition signed by not less than 25% of the qualified
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electors in seeh the community or group of communities st shall issue a proclamation ordering a special

election to be held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

{2) At this election, the question of the organization of sweh the community or group of
communities as a municipality under the provisions of this part and part 44 shal must be submitted to the
qualified electors within the proposed municipat district. Sad The proclamation shail must specify the time
when and the places where saeh the election skalt will be held.—which-must-berolessthan75-o~meore
%han—gg-éays-#em—t-he—éat-e—eﬁ—ﬂhng—sue#—pamren- and shat must define the boundaries of seid the

propesed municipal district, which shal must include all saelh communities, ard cities, and sweh any

additional adjacent territory as-shaH that, in the judgment of the board of county commissioners, prewvide
provides for future urban growth.

{3} If a majority of the legal voters at satd the election vote in favor of the organization of sueh the
municipal district or in favor of annexation to an incorporated city or town, then the board of county
commissioners shall declare the result of sé#é the election and mediately-thereafter shall give notice for

30 days in a newspaper published within the proposed municipal district or, if rere-be a newspaper is not

published therein in_the proposed district, by posting notices in six public places within the limits of said

the district of the time and place or places of heoiding the first election for commissioners of sueh the
municipal gistrict under this law. At saeh the election, all electors qualified by the general election laws of
the state who have resided within the limits of the municipal district for 6 months are qualified electors.
The board of county commissioners sust shall appoint judges and clerks of election and canvass and
declare the result thereet of the election. The election must be heid in conjunction with_a regular or primary
election and must be conducted in the maﬁner prescribed by law for the election of county officers—and

the._The commissioners se elected must qualify in the manner prescribed by law for county officers.”

Section 24. Section 7-5-133, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-5-133. Processing of petition. (1) The governing body may, within 80 days of receiving the
petition, take the action called for in the petition. If the action is taken, the question need not be submitted

to the electors.
(2) If the governing body does not within 60 days take the proposed action, then the question skaw
must be submitted to the electors at the next sekeek regular or primary—er-general election e—a-speciat
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Section 25. Section 7-5-136, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-136. Submission of question to electors. {1} Any ordinance proposed by petition, ef any
amended ordinance propeosed by petition, or any referendum on an ordinance whieh-is entitled to be
submitted to the electors shalt must be voted on at the next regular election to be held in the local
government unless:

{a) the petition asks that the question b_e submitted at a special election and is signed by at least

25% of the electors of the local government, in which case the governing body shail call a special election

to be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election; or

(b) the governing body calls for a special election on the question to be held in conjunction with
a reqular gr primary election. '

{2} A special election may not be held sooner than 775‘day‘s.after the adequacy of the petition is
determined by the election administrator or the governing body orders a special election.

(3} If the adecuacy of the petition is determined by the election administrator less than 75 days

prior to the next regular election, the election shal must be delayed unti! the following regular election

unless a special election is called.

(4) Whenever a measure is ready for submission to the electors, the appropriate election
administrator shall in writing notify the governing body and shall publish notice of the election and the
ordinance whieh that is to be proposed or amended. In the case of a referendum, the ordinance sought to
be repealed shall must be published.

{5} The question shal must be piaced on the ballot, giving the electors a choice between accepting
or rejecting the proposal.

(8) !f a majority of those voting favor the proposal, it becomes effective when the election resuits

are officially declared unless otherwise stated in the proposal.”

Section 26. Section 7-5-4321, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-5-4321. Grant of exclusive franchise -- election required. (1) The council may not grant an
exclusive franchise or special privilege to any person except in the manner specified in subsection (2}, The
powers of the council are only those expressly prescribed by law and those necessarily incident therate the
law.

(2) Ne An exclusive franchise for any purpose, except contracts for solid waste management
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systems as defined in 756-10-103, which may not exceed 10 years, may not be granted by any city or town
or by the mayor or city council thereef to any person, association, or corporation without first submitting

the application therefer for an exclusive franchise to the electors of the city at a regular or primary

Section 27. Section 7-6-2344, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-6-2344. Limitation on amount of emergency expenditures and liabilities -- election. |1} Uniess
the excess above the sums listed in subsections (1){a}, {1}{b}, and (1}{c) is first authonzed by a majonty

of the eiectors of the county; voting at a general election or a special election held_in_conjungtion with a

requiar or primary election, the aggregate total of all expenditures made or liabilities incurred 1 any fiscal
year to meet emergencies, other than those caused by fire, flood, explosion, earthguake, epidemic, rioft,
or insurrection, may not exceed:

(a) $25,000 in counties of class 1, 2, 3, or 4;

{by $15,000 in counties of ctass 5 or 6; and

{c) $7,500 in counties of class 7.

{2) The question of authorizing the excess expenditures shalt must be submitted in the following

form, inserting in the baliot the amount of the excess proposed to be authorized and a description of the
emergency to be met:

Shall the board of county commissioners of .... County, Montana, be authorized to make additional
expenditures and incur additional liabilities in the amount of $.... over and above the sum of $.... to meet
an emergency caused by .....

{ YES

[ NO

{3) The total of ali emergency budgets and appropriations made therein in any ere year to be paid
from the county poor fund may not exceed the amount whieb that would be produced by a milf levy equal
to the difference between the mills levied in that year and the maximum mill levy authorized by law to be

made for sueh the poor fund, computed against the taxable value of the property subject to sdeb the levy

as shown by the last completed assessment rol! of the county.”

Section 28. Section 7-6-4255, MCA, is amended to read:
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"7-6-4255. Use of emergency warrants. (1) All emergency expenditures shal must be made by
the issuance of emergency warrants drawn against the fund or funds properly chargeable with sueh the
expenditures. The city treasurer is authorized and directed to pay sueh the emergency warrants with any
money in sueh the fund or funds available for saeb that purpose. If at any time there shall-netbesufficient
is insufficient money available in suek the fund or funds to pay sueh the warrants, then such the warrants
shall must be registered, must bear interest, and must be called «# for payment in the manner provided by
law for other city warrants.

(2} The clerk shail include in his the annual tabulation to be submitted to the council the total
amount of emergency warfants issued during the preceding fiscal year. Subject to the provisions of
subsection (3}, the council shall, in thei the tax levies, include a levy for each fund sufficient to raise an
amount equal to the total amount of sush any emergency warrants—+-there-be—any: remaining unpaid at
the close of suek the preceding fiscal year because of insufficient money in saeh the fund to pay the same
warrants.

(3} (a) Ne A levy shall may nat be made for any fund in excess of the levy authorized by law to
be made therefor for the fund.

(b) The council may submit the question of funding sweb the emergency warrants at an election

as provided by law. |f possible, the election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.

If at apy—swek the election the issuing of swek funding bonds be is authorized, it shal is not ther—be

necessary for any levy to be made for the purpose of paying sueh the emergency warrants.”

Section 29. Section 7-7-2223, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2223. Election required for issuance of certain bonds. {1) County bonds for any purpcse other
than those enumerated in 7-7-2221 ang 7-7-2311 may not be issued unless authorized at a duby—caled

special election held in conjunction with a requiar or_primary election or g general election at which the

question of issuing sweh the bonds is submitted to the registered electors ot the county and approved as
provided in 7-7-2237.

(2) Me A bond election may not be called unless the board of county commissioners:

{a) initiates and unanimdus!y adopts a resolution in accordance with the pravisians of 7-7-2227(2);
or

(b} receives a petition, delivered and certified by the election administrator, asking that sueh the
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election be held and the guestion be submitted. The petition must be signed by at least 20% of the

registered electors of the county.”

Section 30. Section 7-7-2227, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-7-2227. Examination of petition -- resolution calling for election. {1 Upon dealivery of the
certified petition, the board shall carefuily examine the petition and make sueh any other investigation as
that it may consider necessary. |f itis found that the petition is in proper form, bears the requisite number
of signers of qualified petitioners, and is in all other respects sufficient, the soard shall nass and adopt a
resolution that contains the provisions of s_ubsection {2) plus the essential facts in regard to the petition and
its filing and presentatibn.

{2) The resolution shall must:

{a} recite the purpose or purposes for which the bonds are proposed to be issued;

{b) fix the exact amount of bonds proposed to be issued for each purpose, which amount may be
less than but must not exceed the amount set forth in the petition;

(c) determine the number of years through which sweh the bonds are to be paid, not exceeding the
limitations fixed in 7-7-2206; and

(d} make provision for having the question submitted to the registered electors of the county at

the next general election or at a special election that is held in conjunction with a regular or primary election

and that whiek the board may call for that purpose.
{3) Whenever a board of county commissioners initiates a resolution in accordance with the

provisions of 7-7-2223, the resolution must contain the provisions of subsection (2)."

Section 31. Section 7-7-2229, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-2229. Notice of election. (1) Whether swek tha elsction is held at the general election or at

a special election held in conjunction with a requiar or primary eleclion, separate notice skah of the election

must be given thereeot.

{2) (a) The notice shall must state:

(i) the date when the election will be held;
y I . o n " ;

++#ii) the amount of bonds proposed to be issued;

A .18 - SB 193
Montana Lagistative Councll .



54th Legisiature SB0193.02

[o2 20N & 1 BEE < 7S B \* ]

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

{ivHiii) the purpose of the issue;

fHivl the term of years through which the bonds are to be paid; and

f¥v) swel other information regarding the holding of the election and the bonds proposed to be
issued as that the board may consider proper.

{b} If bonds are to be issued for two or more purposes, each purpose and the amaount tharetfer for
each purpose must be separately stated. .

{3} The notice shak must be published as provided in 13-1-108."

Section 32, Section 7-7-2237, MCA, is amended to read:
*71-7-2237. Percentage of electors required to authorize bond issue. Whenever the question of
issuing county bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a county at either a general

election or a special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election, the determination of the

approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1) determine the total number of electors who were q.ualified to vote in the bond election;

{2) determine the total number of qualified electors who voted in the bond election fram the taily
sheet or sheets for the eiection;

(3} calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection {2) by the number determined in subsection {1); and

(4) when the calculated percentage in subsection {3) is 40% or more, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

(5) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is more than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond proposition is considered approved and adopted if 60% or more of the vates cast were in favor of
the groposition. otherwise it is considered rejected; or |

(6) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 30% or less, the bond proposition is

considered rejected.”

Section 33. Section 7-7-4226, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4226. Resolution to submit question of issuing bonds to voters. (1) When the governing body

of any municipality considers it necessary to issue bonds pledging the general credit of the municipality
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pursuant to ary a statute of this state, the governing body shall pass and adopt a resolution.

{2) The resolution shal must:

{(a) recite the purpose or purposes for which it is proposed to issue the bonds;

(b) fix the amount of bonds to be issued for each purpose;

{c) determine the number of years through which the bonds are to be paid, not exceeding the limits
fixed in 7-7-4205; and

{d) unless the bonds are revenue bonds not pledging the general credit ot the municipaiity, make
soeh provisions as that are necessary for submitting the guestion to the registered electors of the city or

town at the next general city or town election or at a special election that is held in conjunction with a

regular or primary election and that whiek the governing body may call for the purpose.

{3) Whenever the bond issuance is proposed by petition, the governing body shall, before
submitting the measure to the electors, pass a resolution containing the information kerein required in this
section and-R-addition-therete; setting forth the essential facts in regard to the filing and presentation of

the petition."”

Section 34. Section 7-7-4227, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4227. Notice of election. (1) Whether sweh the election is held at the general city or town

glection or at a special election held in conjunction with a requiar or primary electign, separate notice shal

of the election must be given thereet.

(2) (a) The notice shall must state:

(i} the date when the election will be held;

i thed , bt eveil ’

tA(iil) the purpose thereef of the bonds;

+{iv) the term of years through which the bonds will be paid; and

+#4{v] sueh other information regarding the election and the proposed bonds as that the board may
cansider proper.

{b) If the bonds proposed to be issued are for two or more purpases, each purpose and the amount

thereef for each purpose must be separately stated.

(3) The notice shall must be published as provided in 13-1-108 and may be posted in each voting
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precinct in the city or town at least 10 da\)s prior to the date for holding the election.”

Section 35. Section 7-7-4235, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4235. Percentage of electors required to authorize the issuing of bonds. Wherever Whenever
the question of issuing bonds for any purpose is submitted to the registered electors of a city or town at

either a general glection or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, the

determination of the approval or rejection of the bond proposition is made in the following manner:

{1) determine the total number of electors who were qualified to vote in the bond election;

{2) determine the total number of qualified electors who voted in the bond election from the tally
sheet or sheets for the election;

{3) calculate the percentage of qualified electors voting at the bond election by dividing the number
determined in subsection (2) by the number determined in subsection {1}; and

{4) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 40% or more, the bond proposition is
considered approved and adopted if a majority of the votes cast were in favor of the proposition, otherwise
it is considered rejected; or

(5} when the caiculated percentage in subsection (3) is more than 30% but less than 40%, the
bond proposition is considered approved and adopted if 50% or more of the votes cast were in favor of
the propaesition, otherwise it is considered rejected; or

{6) when the calculated percentage in subsection (3) is 30% or less, the bond proposition is

considered rejected.”

Section 36. Section 7-7-4426, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-1-4426. Authorization for undertaking and issuance of bonds. (1} The acquisition, purchase,
construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking may be authorized
under this part.

(2) Bonds may be authorized to be issued under this part by resolution or resolutions of the
governing body of the municipality:

{@) without an election; or

{b) when authorized by a majority of the qualified electors voting upon suek the question at a

special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary election, shewd if the governing body in its
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sole discretion ekeese chogoses to submit the question to the eiectorate.”

Section 37. Section 7-7-4427, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-7-4427. Special election on question of issuing bonds. (1) When the governing body has chosen

to submit the question of issuing bonds to the electorate, the special election shalh must be beld in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election and must be noticed and conducted as provided far municipal
general obligation bonds in chapter 7, part 42.

(2} The special election shal must be held not later than the next municipal election held after the
council or governing body of the municipality has by resolution or resolutions approved the acquisition,
purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement, betterment, or extension of any undertaking as

provided in this part and ordered sad the special election.”

Section 38. Section 7-8-4201, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-8-4201. Disposal or lease of municipal property. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection {(2),
the city or town council may sell, dispose of, or lease any property belonging to the city or town.

(2) (a) The lease or transfer must be made by an ordinance or resolution passed by a two-thirds
vote of all the members of the council.

{b} Except for property acquired by tax deed, if the property is held in trust for a specific purpose,
the sale or lease must be approved by a majority vote of the electors of the municipality voting at an
election called for that purpose. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election.

{3) This section may not be canstrued to abrogate the power of the board of park commissioners
to lease all lands owned by the city that were acquired for parks within the limitations prescribed by

7-16-4223."

Section 39. Section 7-11-305, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-11-305. Availability of petition or recommendation and servica plan. (1) Sufficient copies of the
petition or recommendation of the interlocal cooperation commission proposing a service consolidation or
transfer and the service plan must be made available to the public for inspection at convenient locations
and at reasonable hours to provide all interested persons an opportunity to review the recommendations

and documents. The copies must be avaiiable no later than 30 days prior t0 an efection on the proposal if
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suweh an election is to be held. f the election is held, it must be held in conjunction with a regular or primary

election.
(2) Each iocal government affected by the proposai may distribute copies of the service plan to its

residents.”

Section 40. Section 7-11-307, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-11-307. Election on service consolidation or transfer. (1} The governing bodies of each local

government affected by a proposed service consolidation or transfer shall jointly call a special election on

the question of service consolidation or transfer, to be held reless—thar1b-ermerethan120-daysotlthe

county election administrator shall prepare and print notices of the special election.

(2) The cost of the election skal must be shared by the atfected local governments in proportionate

shares as agreed to by the governing bodies of the local governments.”

Section 41. Section 7-12-4243, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-12-4243. Procedure to create and maintain supplemental revolving fund. [1) (a) A supplemental
revolving fund may be created by ordinance, subject to the approvai of a majority of the qualified electors

voting upon the guestion at a general election or a special election held in conjunction with a regular or

primary electign.
(b} As used in 7-12-4241 through 7-12-4258, "qualified electors” shal+rean means registered

electors of the municipality.

{2} The supplemental revolving fund shal must be created and maintained solely from the net
revengas revenue of parking meters. The ordinance may pledge to said the revoiving fund all or any part
of the net revenues revenue of parking meters which-rray-be-then-owned, of leased, o rented, or thereakter

acquired by the city or town. Said The ordinance shaHd must contain sdel any provisions i—respeet-te

concerning the purchase, control, operation, repair, and maintenance of parking meters, including rates to
be charged, and the application of the net revenues—therefrerr revenue from the meters and the

management and use of the supplemental revolving fund as that the council shall-deem considers
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necessary."”

Section 42. Section 7-13-2208, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2208. Decision on petition -- election required. (1) On the final hearing, sa# the board of
county commissioners shall make s4eb any changes in the proposed boundaries whieh-be within the county

as—ay-be-deemed that are considered advisable and shall define and establish sueh the boundaries;. but

said The board of county commissioners shal may not modify sad the boundaries as+e in a manner that

would exclude from sweh the proposed district any territory whieh that would be benefited by the formation
of sweb the district. rershal-arytands—whieh Land that will not, in the judgment of seid the board of
county commissioners, be benefited by sueh the district may not be included within sueh the proposed
district,

{2) Upon the final determination of the boundaries of the district, the board of county
commissioners of each county in which said the district lies shall give notice of an election to be held in
satd the proposed district for the purpose of determining whether or not the same-shall-be district is to be

incorporated. The gate-e¥the election
final-hoaring-of-sueh-petition must be held in conjunctign with a regular or primary election.”

Section 43. Section 7-13-2231, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-2231. District to be governed by board of directors. {1} At an election to be held within a
district under the provisions of this part and part 23 and the laws governing general elections not
inconsistent therewsth this part and part 23, the district thus-erganized shall preceed—within-120-days-after
#o-formation—to-the-oleetion—of elect a board of directors. The election must be held in conjunction with

the next requtar or primary election.

(2) The board of directors is the governing body of swehk the district,”

Section 44. Section 7-13-2323, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-13-2323. Elaction on question of incurring bonded indebtedness. The board of directors shall

fix a date upon which an election shal-be is held for the purpose of authorizing the bonded indebtedness

to be incurred. The election must be held in conjunction with_a regular or primary election."
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Section 45. Section 7-13-2341, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-2341. Addition of land to district. (1) Except as provided in subsection (b), any partion of
any county, any municipality, or both, may be added to any district organized under the provisions of this
part and part 22 at any time upon petition presented in the manner provided in this part and part 22 for the
organization of sueh the district.

(2) The petition may be granted by orc.jinance of the board of directors of sueh the district. Sueh
The ordinance skalt must be submitted for adoption or rejection to the vote of the electors in sueh the
district and in the proposed addition at a general glection or a special election held—as-previded-in-this-part

in conjunction with

a regular or primary election.

(3) If sweh the ordinance is approved, the president and secretary of the board of directors shall
certify that fact to the secretary of state and to the county clerk and recorder of the county in which sueh
the district is located. Upon the receipt of sueh-tast-mentioned-certifieate the certification, the secretary
of state shall within 10 days issue kis a certificate—+reeitirg that states the passage of said the ordinance
and the additicn of said the territory to said the district. A copy of sueh the certificate skaH must be
transmitted to and filed with the county clerk and recorder of the county in which saeh the district is
situated.

(4) Feom-and-atterthe-date After the filing of suek the certificate, the territory ramed-therein-shall
be-deered is added to and ferm is a part of sawd the district with all the rights, privileges, and powers set
forth in this part and necessarily incident therete to this part.

(5) If the board of directors determines that a district has a water facility or a sewaer facility with
a capacity greater than required to meet the needs of the current district, it may by ordinance, upon petition
of contiguous property owners and with the written consent of all property owners to whom the service
1s 10 be extended, expand the district to include land, to the extent of excess capacity, without complying
with subsections (1) and (2). However, if the board determines that an election should be held or if 40%
or more of the members of the district petition for an election, compliance with subsections {1} and {2} is

required.”

Section 46. Section 7-13-4204, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-13-4204. Rental charges for use of sewer system -- elaction required. {1) Upon being petitioned
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by 5% of the qualified electors, the city council shail submit to a vote to the qualified electors, at the

annual municipal election or at ary a special election saledferthat-purpese held in conjunction with a

reqular or special election, the question of whether or not the city council may establish and collect rentals

for the use of sueh the sewer system, arg may fix the scale of sweb the rentals, and may prescribe the
manner and time at which saeh the rentals shall must be paid:

(a) to provide sueh the sewer fund; andies

" (b} to provide for the retirement of sueh the bonds ardier and the payment of the interest on sueh

the bonds; areier or

{c} for any purpose herein mentioned in this section.

(2} If a majority of votes is cast in favor of sueh the proposition, then the city or town council may
establish and collect rentals for the use of amy——sweb the sewer system, ard may fix the scale of sueh
rentals, aad may prescribe the manner and time at which sueh the rentals should be paid, and te may

change sueh the scale of rentals from time to time as may-be-deemed considered advisable.

{3) The revenues revenue provided in this section skal-be are in addition to and not exclusive of

other reverues—whish revenue that may be aew legally collected for sewer payment.”

Saction 47. Section 7-14-210, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-210. Election on question of creating urban transportation district. (1) The commissioners,
upan completion of the public hearing, shall proceed by resolution to refer the creation of sueh the district
to the persons qualified to vote on sueh the proposition.

(2} The commissioners may designate in their resolution whether a special election shail is to be
held in conjunction with a regular or primary election or whether the matter shal-be is to be determined at

the next general election. If a special election is ordered, the eemmissienersshall-speeify-in-their order must

specify the date for the election and the voting places and the commissioners shall appoint and designate

election judges and clerks therefoer.”

Section 48. Section 7-14-1134, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-1134. Maethod of funding deficiency. (1) Subject to the conditions stated in this section, the

governing body of Ry a county or amy of a municipality having a population in excess of 10,000—with
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goverament—-s—heluded; may by resolution covenant that if at any time ali reveruves revenue, including

taxes, appropriated and coilected for sueh bonds issued pursuant to this part are insufficient to pay principal

or interest then due, it will levy a general tax upon all of the taxable property in the county or municipality
for the payment of sueh the deficiency. The governing body may further covenant that at any time a
deficiency is likely to occur within 1 year for the payment of principal and interest due on swek the bonds,
}t will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the county or municipality for the payment of sueh
the deficiency-. and-sueh The taxes are not subject to any limitation of rate or amount applicable te other
county or municipal taxes but are limited to a rate estimated to be sufficient to produce the amount of the
deficiency. If more than one local government is included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this
part, the local governments may apportion the obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipation
of, a Vdeficiency in the revenues revenue appropriated for sueh the bonds in sueh a8 manner as that the local
governments may determine.

{2} The resolution shakl must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the
substance of the covenant respecting deficiencies.

{3} {a) Ne-sdeh A resolution beeemes is not effective until the question of its approval has been
submitted to the qualified electors of the local government at a special election:

(i) called for that purpose by the governing body of the local government;

(i} held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election; and

(iii) approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question havevetod+rtaverthoreot.

(b} The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicable, as provided for
municipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election called by cities and towns,
and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an election called by
counties. If a majority of the electors voting thereed on_the issue vote against approval of the resolution,
the tocal government kas-Ae-autherty—te may not make the covenant or e levy a tax for the payment of
deficiencies pursuant to this section;. but-sueh The local government ar authority may Revertheless issue

bonds under this part payabie solely from the sources referred to in 7-14-1133(1)."

Section 49. Section 7-14-2205, MCA, is amended to read:
“7-14-2205. Construction of bridge in municipality -- election. (1) Before undertaking the

construction in any city or town of any bridge, the cost of which shal-exseeed exceeds $10,000, the board
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of county commissioners shall submit 10 the qualified electors of the county at a general glection or a

special election held in conjunction with a regular or primary eiection the question of whether the bridge

shat-be is to be constructed and #s—east paid for by the county.

{2} (a) If the electors vote in favor of construction, the board may issue and sell bonds of the
county +e in the amount authorized for the construction of the bridge. Bonds shall must be issued under
sueh the regulations as that apply to other bonds of the county.

(b} The bridge shal must be constructed using the proceeds of suek the bond sale.

(3) If the cost of the bridge does not exceed the amount authorized to b2 rarsed by a spacial tax,

it may be levied as provided in 7-14-2503."

Section 50. Section 7-14-2504, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-2504. Additional road and bridge construction tax -- elaction required. {1} Each board may
make an additional levy upon the taxable property in the county of up to 10 mills ertess for constructing
public highways and bridges.

(2) Before the additional levy may be made, the question skall must be submitted to a vote of the

peopie at serme a general election or a special election heid in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

The guestion must be in the following form, inserting the number of mills to be levied and the name of the

county:

"Shall there be an additional levy of .... mills upon the taxable property in the county of ...., state
of Montana, for the purpose of constructing public highways and bridges?

(1 YES

Li NO",

{3) A majority of the votes cast shal-be is necessary to permit the additional levy, which shelt must

be collected in the same manner as other rcad taxes."”

Section 51. Section 7-14-4404, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-4404. Tax Iévy for contracts to operate bus service. For the purpose of raising the necessary
money to defray the cost af the transportation service authorized by 7-14-4401(2) pursuant to su4eh a
contract, lease, or lease and operating agreement with sweh an independent carrier or carriers, the city or

town councit may annually levy a tax on the taxable value of all taxabie property within the limits of the
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city or town. Whenever the council of the city or town considers it necessary to raise money by taxation

for sueh-purpose Lransportation services in excess of the levy rew allowed by law, the council of the city
or town shall in the manner prescribed by law submit the question of sweh the additional levy to the
qualified electors of the city or town, either at the regular annual election held in the city or town or at a
special election that_is_held in conjunction_with a_regular or primary election and that is called for that

purpose by the council of the city or town. The additional levy in-exeess—oi-thetewyrnowatowed-by-taw

may not exceed 1% mills."

Section 52. Section 7-14-4512, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-14-4512. Referendum on parking meters prior to enacting ordinance. e An ordinance e
erdinanees providing for the purchasing, renting, leasing, or atherwise acquiring or installing, maintaining,
operating, or using sueh parking meters, devices, or instruments shall may not be enacted untilard unless
the guestion of whether or not sueh thi ordinance erordirances shalt may be enacted has been submitted
to the qualified electors of sueh the city or town at a general election or a special election that is heid in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election and that is called for that purpose. aneurless-atsuch-elestion

A ordinance may not be enacted unless authorized by a majority of the votes cast ferend-agatst-the

question-skai-have-boen are in favor of the enacting efsaid the ordinance ererdirances.”

Section 53. Section 7-14-4642, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-14-4642. Election required to issue revenue bonds. {1) The power to issue revenue bonds as

provided in this part shall is not be operative in any city until the legislative body, either at a general

election or a special election held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election, skaH-submit submits to
the electors the guestion as to whether the legisiative body, ;[he commission, or both, shak—be are
authorized to adopt the revenue bond method of financing projects provided for hereir in this part.

(2) Sweh The question may must be placed before the electors and notice thereet mus?t be given
in the same manner as provided by law for refervring ordinances aof the city to the electors. The qualifications
of electors shal-be are the same as those required for voting at municipat eiections in the city for elective
officers thereef. The provisions relating to the qualifications of electors and manner of submission of the
question to the eiectors for the purposes of this part shel-gevernand-be are controlling, notwithstanding
any provision of law to the contrary retwithstarding."
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Section 54. Section 7-15-2111, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-15-2111. Area of operation of county housing authority -- inclusion of municipalities. (1) The

area of operation of sueh a county housing authority shak-+reludesaid includes the county; but in-re-avent
shal-t does not include any city unless a resolution shal-Rave has been adopted by the governing body
of thé city fand by any authority whieh-shall-have-beer-theretefere established and authorized to exercise
its powers in the city} declaring that there is need for the county authority to exercise its powers within
that city. Su4eh The resolution shal is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the
electars within the corporate iimits of sweh the city or town voting at either at @ special election neld in

conjunction with a reqular or primary election or at_a general election.

(2) If, after the adoption of sueh a resolution or resolutions, an authority 15 established for any city
within the county, the county authority shal-have-nre-peower-te may not initiate any further housing projects
within sueh the city without the consent by resolution of the governing body thereef of the city and of the

autharity established for sueh the city.”

Section 85. Section 7-15-4408, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-15-4408. Voter approval required to create housing authority. The ordinance authorized by
7-15-4406(2) shal is not be effective until it has been approved by a majority vote of the registered

electors within the city limits voting at either at a special elaection held in conjunction with a regular or

primary election or at a general election.”

Section 56. Section 7-16-2411, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2411. Creation of county park district. (1) Proceedings for the creation of a county park
district may be initiated by:

(al a petition signed by not less than 10% of the qualified electors of the proposed park diétrict;
or

(b} aresolution of intent adopted by the county governing body, calling for the creation of a county
park district. -

(2) The petition or resolution must contain:

{(a} the boundaries of the proposed district;

{b} the proposed maximum property tax mill levy that could be levied on property owners within
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the district for the operation of the district; and

{c) the proposed number of members of the county park district commission. The number of
members must be an odd number and may not be less than three.

{3} When the territory to be included in the proposed district lies in more than one county, a
petition must be presented to the governing body of each county in which the territory lies. Each petition
must be signed by not less than 10% of the qualified electors of the territary within the county proposed
to be included in the district.

(4) Upon receipt of a petition for the creation of a county park district, the county clerk shall
examine it and within 15 days either reject the petition if it is insufficient under the provisions of subsection
{1}, {2}, or {3} or certify that the petition is sufficient and present it to the county governing body at its next
meeting. |

{(5) The text of the petition or resolution must be pubtishéd as provided in 7-1-2121 in each county
in which the territory of the proposed district lies.

{6} At the hearing, the county governing body shall hear;

{a) testimony of all interested persons on whether a county park district should be created;

(b) testimony regarding the proposed boundary, property tax mill levy, and number of members of
the district commission; and

{c] any other matter relating to the proposed district.

{7) After the hearing, if the county governing body determines that the proposed park district
should be created, it shall by resolution set the boundaries of the proposed park district, the maximum mill
levy for the proposed park district, and the number of members to be on the district commission. The
resolution must also call for an election on the question of whether to create the county park district. The

election Aray must be held in conjunction with a regulorhrseheduled reqular or primary election, provided

that at teast 75 days have elapsed between the adoption of the resolution and the election.”

Section b7. Section 7-16-2442, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-16-2442. Dissolution of county park district. (1) A county park district may be dissolved after
an election on the question of dissolving the district. The process of dissolving the district may be initiated
by a petition of 26% of the electorate of the district or by a resolution of intent to dissolve the district

adopted by either the county park district commission or the county governing body.
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{2} Upon receipt of saeh a petition whish that has been certified by the county clerk as sufficient
under this section or upon the adoption of saehk a resolution of intent, the county governing body shall call
a public hearing on the guestion of dissolving the district and cause notice of the hearing to be published

a-rotice-of-the-hearing in the official county newspaper.

{3} At the public hearing, the county governing body shall hear testimony of interested persons

regarding the dissolution of the district. After the public hearing, the county governing body may either
submit the question of dissolving the district to the electorate of the district or it may call for a public
hearing on the question of altering the boundaries of the district. If the county governing body calls for a
public hearing on the question of altering the boundaries of the district by withdrawal of territory, it shal
cause—te-be-published publish notice of sueh—a the hearing in the official county newspaper. The notice
must state the boundaries of the area proposed to be withdrawn from the district. After hearing testimony
at swek the hearing, the county governing body may submit the question of either dissolving the district
or altering the district by withdrawal of specified territory from the district to the electorate of the district.

(4) Sueh—a The question must be submitted by a resolution calling for an election on either
dissolving the district or altering the boundaries of the district by withdrawal of land from the district. The
county governing body may—eaH—a—speeraJ—e&eeﬂen—fe&—sueh—wpeses—%may shall schedule the election
in conjunction with any other regularly scheduied election. The election on the question must be conducted
as provided in Title 13. '

(6) The question of withdrawal of territory under this section must be voted on separately by the
electorate of the territory to be withdrawn and the electorate of the balance of the territory of the district.
The question fails unless a simple majority of those voting on the question in each of the two territories
authorize altering the district boundary. If the question passes, the boundary alteration is effective the
following January 1. If the question fails, the county governing body shall by resolution call for an election

on the question of dissolving the district,”

Section 58. Section 7-31-106, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-31-106. Authorization for county to issue bonds -- election required. (1) If the petition is

presented to the board of county commissioners, #-ghal-be-the-duty-ef the board shall, for the purpose of

raising money to meet the payments under the terms and conditions of said the contract and other

necessary and proper expenses -ard-abeutthe-same for the contract and for the approval or disapproval
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therest of the petition:
(a) te ascertain, within 30 days after submission of the petition, the existing indebtedness of the
county in the aggregate; and

(b) te submit, within-80-days after ascertaining the same aggregate indebtedness, to the electors

of saeh the county the proposition to approve or disapprove the contract and the issuance of bonds

necessary to carry out the game contract. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular or

primary election,

{2) The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 22.5% of the taxable value
of the taxable property thaereip in the county, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thereef of the county,
to be ascertained by the last assessment for state and county taxes previous to the issuance of said the

bonds and incurring of said the indebtedness.”

Section 59. Section 7-31-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-107. Authorization for municipality to issue bonds -- election required. (1) If said the petition
is presented to the council of any incorporated city or town, the council, for the purpose of raising money
10 meet the payments under the terms and conditions of said the contract and other necessary and proper
expenses i-aRe-abeut-the-same for the contract and for the approval or disapproval thereef of the petitian,
shall:

(a) shkak ascertain, within 3Q days after submission of the petition, the aggregate indebtedness of
s4eh the city or town; and

{b} skal submit, within-80-days after ascertaining the same aggregate indebtedness, to the electors
of swek the city or town the proposition to approve or disapprove said the contract and the issuance of

bonds necessary to carry out the same contract. The election must be held in conjunction with a regular

or primary election.

(2} The amount of the bonds authorized by this section may not exceed 16.5% of the taxable value

of the taxable property thereind in_the city or town, inclusive of the existing indebtedness thereet of the city

or town, to be ascertained in the manner provided in this part.”

Section 60. Section 7-31-109, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-31-109. Conduct of elaection. (1) The vote upon sesh a proposition shalt under this part must
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be had at an election far that purpose to be held, canducted, and counted and with results ascertained and

determined in the manner and by the same officers provided by law for general elections, except as

otherwise provided herein in this section. The eiection must be held in contunction with a regular or primarvr
election.

(2) The proposition & must be submitted shal-be upon printed tickets or ballots, upon sach of
which shaibe is printed the following: "For the contract and bonds" and "Against the contract and bonds”s
tho-formerabove-thetatter. The elector shall indieate-his vote by a cross opposite the one e+the-ethesfor
which-he-vetes statement.

(3} No registration under the election laws of this state shal-be is required for the pQrposes of the
election herein—previded—fer, and the registration had—at from the last election preceding-the-same-shal

goverf-and-control-as-+H-especialiy-had-and-dene governs and controls for the purpose of the election to
be held under this part.”

Section 61. Section 7-32-235, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-32-235. Search and rescue units authorized -- under control of county sheriff -- optional
funding. (1) A county may establish or recognize one ar more search and rescue units within the county.

{2} Exceptin time of martial rule as providedin 10-1-106, search and rescue units and their officers
are under the operational contro! and supervision of the county sheriff, or kis the sheriff’s designee, having
jurisdiction and whose span of contraol would be considered within reasonable limits.

{3) A county may, after approval by a majority of the people voting on the question at an election
heid throughout the county, levy an annual tax of not more than 1 mill an each dollar of taxable value of

all taxable property within the county to support one or more search and rescue units sstablished or

recognized under subsection {1). The election must be held in conjunction with_a regular or primary

Section 62, Section 7-34-2110, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2110. Resolution cailing for election. (1) The board of county commissioners in its resolution
ef+eforeree may make sdeh changes in the boundaries of the proposed distﬁct as that it considers
advisable, without including any additional lands not described in the petition, and it shali call an election

upon the question of the creation of the district.
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(2) The board raust shall designate in its resolution whether a special election skat-be is to be held
or whether the matter shal-be is to be determined at the next general election, If a special election is

ordered, the board sust shall specify in its order the date for sweh the election. The special election must

be heid in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.”

Section 63. Section 7-34-2414, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-34-2414. Election required on question of issuance of bonds. (1) Ne-beads Bonds may not be
issued by afy a county until the question of approvai of the issuance of sueh the bonds has been submitted
to the registered etectors of the county at a generatl election or a special election cailed for that purpose
by the governing body of the county and the majority of the electors voting on the question have voted in

favor thereef of issuing the bonds. A special election must be conducted in conjunction with a reqular or

primary election. The notice and conduct of the election sha# must be governed, to the extent applicable,

by the laws governing the election on county general obligation bonds in chapter 7, part 22.

{2) If a majority of the electors voting thereen on the issue vote against the issuance of the bonds,

the county shal-hawe-re—autherity-te may not issue the bonds under 7-34-2411 through 7-34-2418."

Section 64. Section 7-35-2106, MCA, is amended to read:
"7-35-2106. Election details. (1) In its order, the board must shall designate whether a special
election shalt must be held or whether the matter shak must be determined at the next general slection. |f

a special election is ordered, the board must shall in its order specify the time. A special election must be

held in conjunction with a reqular or primary election.

{2} The election shalt must be held in all respects, as nearly as practicable, in conformity with the
general election laws.
(3} At sweh the election, the ballots must contain the words "Cemetery district -- Yes" and

"Cemetery district -- No"."
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Section 65, Section 22-1-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-303. Creation of public library. A public library may be established in any county or‘city in
any of the following ways:

{11 The governing body of any county or city desiring to establish and maintain a public library may
pass and enter upon its minutes a resolution to the effect that a free public library is established under the

provision of Montana laws relating to public libraries.

(2) By A public library may be established by a petition that is signed by not less than 10% of the

resident taxpayers; whose names appear upon the last completed assessment roll of the city or county-
being and that is filed with the governing body requesting the establishment of a public library. The
governing body of a city or county shall set a time of meeting at which they it may by resolution establish
a public library. The governing body shall give notice of the contempiated action in a newspaper of general
circulation for 2 consecutive weeks giving therein the date and place of the meeting at which the

contemplated action is proposed to be taken.
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{3} (a) Upon a petition being filed with the governing body and signed by not less than 5% of the
resident taxpayers of any city or county requesting an election, the governing body shall submit to a vote
of the qualified electors thereet at the next general election the questioh of whether a free public library
shall is 1o be established.

(b) If sweh a petition is submitted for a city, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of
said the city.

(c) If suel a petition is submitted to the county commissioners of a county asking for the

establishment of a county library, the petition must be signed by resident taxpayers of the county who

reside outside the corporate limits of an incorporated city that is located in said the county whieh and that
may already have established a free public library for seeh the city.

{d) If sueh the petition specifically asks that a special election be called and sueh the petition is
signed by 35% of the resident freehoiders affected by suweh the petition, then the governing body shall,
upon receipt of sueh the petition, immediately set a date for a special election;. which-date-shal-be-asseon
as-the-precedures—ferestablishinga The special election wiallew must be held in_conjunction with a

requiar or primary election.

(e} If at sweh the election a majority of the electors voting on the question vote in favor of the
establishment of a library, the governing body shall immediately take the necessary steps to establish and
maintain sa#d the library or to contract with any city or county for library service to be rendered to the

inhabitants of sueh the city or county.”

Section 66. Section 22-1-402, MCA, is amended to read:

"22-1-402. Library systems -- definition. {1) Library systems shalt must include library federations
or library networks—as-defined-hereatter:,

+B81{2) ia; A library federation is a combination of libraries serving a multicounty, multicity, or
city-county area within a federation area designated by the state library commission. Any other public
library or town, city, or county within the federation area may participate in sueh a federation.

{(b) Two or more cities, towns, counties, or a city and one or more counties may agree by contract
to form sueh a federation by action of their respective governing bodies or duly created boards of library
trustees, provided that one of the parties is or maintains a library whieh that has been designated by the

state library commission as a headquarters library for that federation area. The participating entities may
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retain sweb the autonomy over their respective libraries as-may-be that specified in the contract.

{c) The expense of providing library services for the library federation sha# must be based on funds
received from the state or participating libraries as shal-be agreed upon in the contract. The funds of the
tederation shaft must be maintained as a separate account as shal-be provided in the contract. Participating
libraries shall transfer semiannually to the account all money collected for the federation in their respective
jurisdiction.

{d) A participating entity may withdraw fram a federation accarding to the terms for withdrawal
provided in the cantract by the action of its governing body or by a majority of its quatified voters voting
at a general or special election. A special election must be held in ¢onjunction with a reqular or primary
election.

£4(3) A library network is an agreement between individual libraries or library systems, which may
be intercity, intrastate, or interstate, for the exchange of information or to provide specific library services

not provided in existing library federations.”

Section 67. Section 67-11-303, MCA, is amended to read:

"67-11-303. Bonds and obligations. (1) An authority may borrow money for any of its corporate

purposes and issue its bonds therefer for those purposes, including refunding bonds, in swek the form and
upon sd4eh the terms as that it may determine, payable out of any reveruwes revenue of the authority,
including reverues revenue derived from:

{a) an airport or air navigation facility or facilities;

(b) taxes levied pursuant to 67-11-301 or other law for airport purposes;

{c) grants or contributions from the federal government; or

{d) other sources.

{2) The bonds may be issued by resolution 6f the authority, without an election and without any
limitation of amount, except that se—edel bonds may not be issued at any time if the total amount of
principal and interest to become due in any year on sueh the bonds and on any then outstanding bonds for
which reverues revenue from the same source or sources are pledged exceeds the amount of sueh
reveRdes revenue to be received in that year as estimated in the resoclution authorizing the issuance of the
bonds. The authority shall take all action necessary and possible to impose, maintain, and collect rates,

charges, rentals, and taxes, if any are pledged, sufficient to make the revenues revenue from the pledged
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source in sueR the year at least equal to the amount of sueh principal and interest due in that year.

(3) The bonds may be sold at public or private sale and may bear interest as provided in 17-5-102.
Except as otherwise provided herewn in this section, any bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by an
authority may be payable as to principal and interest solely from reventes revenue of the authority and shat
must state on their face the applicable limitations or restrictions regarding the source from which sueh the
principal and interest are payable.

{4) Bonds issued by an authority or municipality pursuant to the provisions of this chapter are

declared to be issued for an essential public and governmental purpose by a political subdivision within the

meaning of 15-30-111(2){a).

(5) For the security of amy-sgeb bonds, the authority or municipality may by resolution make and
enter into any covenant, agreement, or indenture and may exercise any additional powers authaorized to be
exercised by a municipality under Title 7, chapter 7, parts 44 and 45. The sums required from time to time
to pay principal and interest and to create and maintain a reserve for the bonds may be paid from any
revenues referred to in this chapter, prior to the payment of current costs of operation and maintenance
of the facilities.

(6) Subject to the conditions stated in this subsection {8}, the governing body of any municipality
having a population in excess of 10,000, with respect to bonds issued pursuant to this chapter by the
municipality or by an authority in which the municipality is inciuded, may by resolution covenant that in the
event that at any time all reverges revenue, including taxes, appropriated and coliected for sueb the bonds
are i insufficient to pay principal or interest then due, it will levy & general tax upon all of the taxable

property in the municipality for the payment of suek the deficiency:. ard The governing body may further

covenant that at any time a deficiency is likely to occur within 1 year for the payment of principal and
interest due on such bonds, it will levy a general tax upon all the taxable property in the municipaiity for
the payment of sueh the deficiency, and sueh the taxes are not subject to any limitation of rate or amount
applicable 1o other municipal taxes but are limited to a rate estimated to be sufficient 1o produce the amount
of the deficiency. In the event that more than one municipality having a population in excess of 10,000 is
included in an authority issuing bonds pursuant to this chapter, the municipalities may apportion the
obligation to levy taxes for the payment of, or in anticipation of, a deficiency in the reverues revenue
appropriated for sueh the bonds in swek a manner as that the municipalities may determine. The resolution

shall must state the principal amount and purpose of the bonds and the substance of the covenant
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respecting deficiencies. Ne—sdueh A resolution beeemes mav Nnot be effective until the question of its
approval has been submitted to the qualified electors of the municipality at a special election called for that
purpose by the governing body of the municipality and a majority of the electors voting on the question

have voted in favor thereef of the resolution. The special election must be held in conjunction with a

regular or primary election. The notice and conduct of the election is governed, to the extent applicable,

as provided for municipal general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 42, for an election called by
cities and towns; and as provided for county general obligation bonds in Title 7, chapter 7, part 22, for an
election called by counties. If a majority of the electors vaoting thereer on the issue vote against approval
ot the resolution, the municipality has—he-auvthorty-teo may not make the covenant or e levy a tax for the
payment ot deficiencies pursuant to this section, but sush the municipality or authority may revertheless

issue bonds under this chapter payable solely from the sources referred to in subsection {1) abewve."”

Section 68. Section 76-1-604, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-1-604. Adoption, revision, or rejection of master ptan. (1) The governing bodies shall adopt
a resalution of intention to adopt, revise, or reject swek the proposed plan or any of its parts.

{2} If the governing bodies adopt a resolution of intention to adopt the proposed plan or any of its
parts, they may, in their discretion, submit to the qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within
the proposed plan at the next primary or general election or at a special election the referendum guestion

of whether or not the plan should be adopted. A special election must be held in conjunction with a reqular

or primary election. Fhe Except as provided in this section, the provisions of Title 7, chapter 5, part 1,
exoept-as—n-this-seotion-etherwiseprovided—shall apply to sueh the referendum election.

(3} The governing bodies may adopt, revise, or repeal a master plan under this section.

{4) The qualified electors of the jurisdictional area included within the master plan may by initiative
or referendum, as provided in 7-5-131 through 7-5-137, adopt, revise, or repeal a master plan under this

section.”

Section 69. Section 85-9-206, MCA, is amended to read:
"856-9-206. Court hearing on petition -- election -- fimits on court jurisdiction. (1) Upon receipt of
a petition for organizing a district, the court shall give notice and hold a hearing on the petition. If the court

shalk-find finds that the prayereithe petition shouid be granted, it shall:
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{a) make and file findings of fact specifying those lands that will be directly or indirectly bensfited
by the proposed district and éxclude those lands whiek that will not be se benefited;

(b} rmake an order fixing the time and place of an organizing election;

{¢) order the election administrator to conduct the election in accordance with the provisions of
Title 13;

(d) order and decree the district organized if the requisite number of eligible electors vote in favor
of organization.

(2Y In order for the district 1o be organized, 51% or more of the eligible electors must vote in the

election, and a majority of these voting must vote in favor of organization. The election must be held in

conjunction with a requiar or primary election.

(3) This chapter shall does not canfer upon the court jurisdiction to hear, adjudicate, and settle
questions concerning the priority of appropriation of water between districts and other persons. Jurisdiction
to hear and determine priority of approgriation and questions of right growing out of or in any way
connected with a priarity of appropriation is expressly excluded from this chapter and skal must be

determined as otherwise provided by the laws of Montana.”

Section 70. Section 85-9-623, MCA, is amended to read:

"85-9-623. Issuance of bonds -- resolution and election. When the directors find it necessary to
issue bonds, the directors shall:

{1} pass a resglution whiek that includes:

ta) the purpose or purposes for which the bonds will be issued;

{p} the maximum amount and term of the bonds;

tc) the maximum interest rate the bonds will bear;

{di whether the bonds will be repaid from revenues revenue, assessments, or both;

{2) give notice, as provided in 85-9-103(9), whish-shall that must include the resolution adopted
by the directors; and the location of polling places—ard-hours—wheontha-polis—will-be-epen; and

{3) hold an election as provided by 85-9-422." 7

-END-

-B3 - SB 193
Montana Legisiative Council



54th Legislature 580193.02

—

SENATE BILL NO. 193

2 INTRODUCED BY DOHERTY, TROPILA
3
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS GOVERNING ELECTIONS;
5 ENCOURAGING ELECTOR PARTICIPATION BY CONSOLIDATING THE TIMES AT WHICH ISSUES ARE
6 SUBMITTED TO ELECTORS; ESTABLISHING UNIFORM TIMES FOR THE OPENING AND CLOSING OF
7  POLLS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2215, 7-2-2605, 7-2-2709, 7-2-4104, 7-2-4106, 7-2-4902,
8 7-3-103, 7-3-149, 7-3-176, 7-3-186, 7-3-187, 7-3-192, 7-3-1205, 7-3-1208, 7-3-1229, 7-3-1231,
9  7-3-4208, 7-3-4213, 7-3-4222, 7-3-4223, 7-3-4305, 7-3-4310, 7-3-4311, 7-6-133, 7-5-136, 7-5-4321,
10 7-6-2344,7-6-4255,7-7-2223,7-7-2227,7-7-2229,7-7-2237,7-7-4226,7-7-4227,7-7-4235, 7-7-44 26,
11 7-7-4427, 7-8-4201, 7-11-305, 7-11-307, 7-12-4243, 7-13-2208, 7-13-2231, 7-13-2323, 7-13-2341,
12 7-13-4204,7-14-210,7-14-1134, 7-14-2205,7-14-2504, 7-14-4404, 7-14-4512,7-14-4642, 7-15-2111,
13 7-15-4408, 7-16-2411, 7-16-2442, 7-31-108, 7-31-107, 7-31-109, 7-32-235, 7-34-2110, 7-34-2414,
14  7-35-2106, '
15  20-20-305,20-20-108-20-20-204-20-20-202,-20-20-20326-20-264; 22-1-303, 22-1-402, 67-11-303,
16  76-1-604, 85-9-206, AND 85-9-623, MCA." '
17
18  BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WILL
NOT BE REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO THIRD
READING COPY (BLUE) FOR COMPLETE TEXT.
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