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5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "UNZONED COMMERCIAL OR 

6 INDUSTRIAL AREA" AS APPLIED TO OUTDOORADVERTISING; REVISING THE LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN 

7 OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS; REVISING THE FEES FOR CERTAIN SIGN PERMITS; AMENDING 

8 SECTIONS 75-15-103, 75-15-113, AND 75-15-122, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because the department of transportation is directed 

1 2 in 75-15-122 to adopt rules relating to the fees charged for the issuance and renewal of certain permits 

13 for outdoor advertising signs. It is anticipated that the department will adopt fees commensurate with the 

14 costs of administering and enforcing the issuance and renewal of the sign permits. 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

18 Section 1. Section 75-15-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "75-15-103. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply: 

20 11) "Commercial or industrial activities" means for purposes of subsection 114) those activities 

21 generally recognized as commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in this state, except that none of the 

22 following activities shall ae me considered commercial or industrial: 

23 la) agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities, including wayside fresh produce 

24 stands; 

25 (b) transient or temporary activities; 

26 le) activities not visible from the main-traveled way; 

27 (d) activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence; 

28 le) railroad tracks and minor sidings; 

29 (f) activities more than 660 feet from the nearest edge of the right-of-way. 

30 12) "Commercial or industrial zone" means an area ~ that is used or reserved for business, 
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commerce, or trade pursuant to comprehensive local zoning ordinancesL 0-f regulationsL or enabling state 

2 legislation or state legislation itself, including highway service areas lawfully zoned as highway service 

3 zones, where the primary use of the land is or is reserved for commercial and roadside services, other than 

4 outdoor advertising, to serve the traveling public. Areas temporariiy zoned as commercial or industrial by 

5 an interim regulation or map adopted as an emergency measure pursuant to 76-2-206 5fla!I are not oo 

6 considered as covered by this definition. 

7 (31 "Commission" means the highway commission of Montana. 

8 (41 "Department" means the department of transportation. 

9 (51 "Information center" means an area or site established or maintained at safety rest areas for 

1 O the purpose of informing the public of places of interest within the state and prov1d1ng &l,lffi other 

11 information il5 that the commission may consider desirable. 

12 {61 "Interchange" or "intersection" means those areas and their approaches where traffic is 

13 channeled off or onto an interstate route, including the deceleration lanes or acceleration lanes from or to 

14 another federal, state, county, city, or other route. 

15 {71 "Interstate system" means that portion of the national system of interstate and defense 

16 highways located within this state as officially designated or as may hereafter be se designated by the 

17 commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to the provisions of Title 23, United States Code, 

18 "Highways". 

19 (Bl "Maintain" means to allow to exist, subject to the provisions of this part. 

20 {91 "Maintenance" means to repair, refurbish, repaint, or otherwise keep an existing sign structure 

21 in a state suitable for use. 

22 {10) "Outdoor advertising" means any outdoor sign, display, light, device, figure, painting, drawing, 

23 message, plaque, poster, billboard, or other structure Wfflffi that is designed, intended, or used to advertise 

24 or inform and ~ that is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of the interstate or primary 

25 systems. 

26 (11) "Primary system" means that portion of connected main highways as officially designated or 

27 as may hereafter be se designated by the commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to the 

28 provisions of Title 23, United States Code, "Highways". 

29 ( 121 "Safety rest area" means an area or site e:,tablished and maintained within or adjacent to the 

30 right-of-way, by or under public supervision or control. for the convenience of the traveling public. 
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( 13) "Secretary" means the secretary of the United States department of transportation. 

I 14) "Un zoned commercial or industrial area" means an area not zoned by state or local law, 

regulation, or ordinance wruai that is occupied by one or more industrial or commercial activities, other 

than outdoor advertising, on the lands along the highway for a distance of 600 feet immediately adjacent 

to the activities and those lanes Elireetl•( 01313osite on the ether siEle of the hi§hway to the e>ctent of the 

same eimensions and to a mm(imum de13H1 of eeO feet when measures from the hi§hway ri§ht ef wa~,; 

13ro~•ieee those lands on the 01313osite side of the highway are not doemeEI seenie or hav,n§ aesthetie value 

as EletormineEI b•,• tho sommission. 

(15) "Urban area" means an urbanized area or place, as designated by the United States bureau of 

the census, ~ that has a population of 5,000 or more and that is within boundaries fixed by the 

department,~ wruai The boundaries shall as must at a minimum encompass the entire urban place 

designated by sai€I the bureau of the census. 

( 16) "Visible" means capable of being seen and legible without visual aid by a person of normal 

visual acuity." 

16 Section 2. Section 75-15-113, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 7 "75-15-113. Standards for permitted advertising. Except for outdoor advertising beyond 660 feet 

18 of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area, 

19 outdoor advertising permitted under subseetions I l)(Ell and ( 11 (el et 75-15-111 { 1 )(d) and 11 )le) Sflal+ must 

20 conform to the following requirements: 

21 (1) Signs may not be erected or maintained wruai that exceed~ 672 square feet in area, 

22 including border and trim but excluding base or apron, supports, and other structural members. 

23 (2) MaMimum lengtll, 60 Signs may not exceed 48 feet in length. 

24 (3) MaMimum heigllt, 40 The maximum height of the sign structure, including the sign face, is 30 

25 feet, measured at a right angle from the surface of the roadway at the centerline of the interstate or primary 

26 highway. feet as A'!easureEI from the grounEI er, if the si§n is attaehed to a strueture, as A'!easureEI from 

27 the base et the si§R itself. 

28 (4) No more than two facings visible and readable from the same direction on the main-traveled 

29 way may be erected on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so positioned, neither Sflal+ may 

30 exceed 325 square feet. 
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(5) Double-faced, back-to-back, and V-type signs shall 13e are considered as to be a single sign or 

2 structure. 

3 (6) Wflefe When two or more faces, back to back, are supported by separate structures, each 5flal1 

4 -ee ~ considered to be a single sign. 

5 (7) No two signs SAilll may be spaced less than 500 feet apart adJacent to an interstate highway 

6 or limited-access primary highway, except that signi; may be erected closer than 500 feet if they are 

7 separated by buildings or other obstructions in Wffi a manner that only one sign facing located within the 

8 aoove 500-foot spacing distance is visible from the highway at any one time. 

9 18) Signs may not be located within 500 feet of any of the following Wffl€R that are adJacent to 

1 0 the highway unless the signs are in an incorporated area: 

11 (a) public parks; 

12 lb) public forests; 

13 (c) public playgrounds; 

14 (d) scenic areas designated as such by the department or other state agency having and exercising 

15 this authority; 

16 le) cemeteries. 

17 (9) A sign may not be located on an interstate highway or freeway within 500 feet of an 

18 interchange or intersection at 9. grade or rest area. The 500 feet is to be measured along the interstate or 

19 freeway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or er1trance to the 

20 main-traveled way. 

21 ( 10) Signs may be illuminated, suhJect to the following restrictions: 

22 la) Signs~ that contain, include, or are illuminated by a flashing, intermittent, or moving light 

23 or lights are prohibited, except those giving public secvice information such as time, date, temperature, 

24 weather, or similar information. 

25 lb) Signs WfliBR that are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

26 directed at a portion of the traveled ways of the interstate or federal-aid primary highwayL or whioh that 

27 are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicleL 

28 or Wf½iefl that otherwise interfere with a driver's operation of a motor vehicle are prohibited. 

29 le) A sign may not be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an 

30 official traffic sign, device, or signal. 
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( 11) The location of sign structures situated bn the primary highways between streets, roads, or 

2 highways entering or intersecting the main-traveled way SRall must conform to the following minimum 

3 spacing criteria: 

4 (a) Wl=!efe When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is less than 

5 1,000 feet, a minimum spacing between structures of 150 feet may be permitted between the intersecting 

6 streets or highways. 

7 (b) Wl=!efe When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is 1,000 feet 

8 or more, minimum spacing between sign structures SRall must be 300 feet." 

9 
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Section 3. Section 75-15-122, MCA, is amended to read: 

"75-15-122. Permits required -- identification tags -- preexisting structures -- fees. ( 1) @l A sign 

authorized by subsae;ions {al, (di, and (el of 75-1 5-111 I 1 ){a), { 1 )(d), and { 1 )(e) may not be constructed 

or maintained without a permit. Applications for permits SRall must be made to the department on forms 

furnished by it. The department shall require reasonable information to be furnished, including a statement 

that the owner or occupant of the land has consented to the erection or maintenance of the sign on the 

land. A permit must be obtained for each sign, and the application for the permit must be accompanied 

by BR a nonrefundable, initial fee &f-.49. 

f-2-+J.Q]_ Permits SRall must be issued for 3 years, assigned a permit number, and renewed every 3 

year5 thereafter after issuance upon payment of -$--6 a fee without the filing of a new application. All fees 

received SRall must be paid into the highway account in the state special revenue fund. 

(c) The fees described in subsections (1 )(a) and (1 )(b) are to be determined by the square footage 

of the sign face and established, by rule, by the department to cover the costs of administering and 

enforcing this section. 

~ill The department shall issue with each new permit a permanent identification tag not larger 

than 36 square inches whioh shall that must be affixed to the sign in a position readily visible from the 

highway. 

+4+l]l Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for a structure lawfully in existence 

on June 23, 1971, and the permits shall t"1eraafter must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed 

in this section unless the structure is removed for improper maintenance. 
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+&fJ.1)_ Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment Jf the requisite fee for outdoor advertising lawfL;lly 

in existence on June 23, 1971, and made 110nconform1ng by virtue of 75-15-111 (3), and the permits s+tall 

thereafter must be renewed for a period of trme as 1, prescribed in this section unless the structure is 

removed for improper maintenance." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0181, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act revising the definition of "unzoned commercial or industrial area" as applied to 
outdoor advertising; revising the limitations on certain outdoor advertising signs; 
revising the fees for certain sign permits. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The actual fee structure will be determined upon passage of bill by rulemaking. 
2. For purposes of this fiscal note, the fee schedule used by the Oregon Dept. of 

Transportation is used for illustrative purposes: 

FEE 
$25.00 
$50.00 

$150.00 
$200.00 

FEE SCHEDULE 
SIGN SIZE 

25 SQ. FEET OR LESS 
26 TO 50 SQ. FEET 
51 TO 400 SQ. FEET 

401 TO 672 SQ. FEET 

RENEWALS ( 3 YR. ) 
$10.00 50 SQ. FEET OR LESS 
$15.00 
$20.00 

51 TO 400 SQ. FEET 
401 TO 672 SQ. FEET 

3. Average of 100 new sign applications/fiscal year 
4. 1,333 renewals based on 1/3 of 4,000 permitted signs/year 
5. Current revenue generated by program is approximately $4,600/year ($600/year 

permitting $4,000/year renewals) 
6. Current annual cost to regulate outdoor advertising control program is approximately 

$50,000/year 

.FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenues: 

Permitting 
Renewals 
Total Highway Special Revenue (02) 

FY96 
Difference 

$11,900 
16,000 

$27,900 

FY97 
Difference 

$11,900 
16,000 

$27,900 

Q c, J de,, .J /--z.S -Gt) 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

DATE 

Fiscal Note for SB0181, as introduced 
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 181 

::,tlUltll.UL 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

2 INTRODUCED BY WELDON, REAM, SOMERVILLE, BROWN, MCCULLOCH, CAREY, BARNHART 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

4 

5 

6 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISl~lG Tl-IE DEFl~llTION OF "UNZO~H;o GOMMEi;oic1AL oi;.i 

l~JDU£TRIALAREi\" ,0,£/IPPLIED TO OUTDOOR/\DVERTISl~JG; REVISING THE LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN 

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS; REVISING THE FEES FOR CERTAIN SIGN PERMITS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 76 16 10:3 75-15-111, 75-15-113, AND 75-15-122, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because the E1013artFAent of trans13ortation HIGHWAY 

COMMISSION is directed in 75-15-122 to adopt rules relating to the fees charged for the issuance and 

renewal of certain permits for outdoor advertising signs. It is anticipated that the department will adopt 

15 

16 

17 

fees commensurate with the costs of administering and enforcing the issuance and renewal of the sign 

permits. 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

19 Seotion 1. Section 7e 1 e 1 oa, MG/\, is aFAenEled to read: 

20 "76 16 10:3. Definitions. As used in this 13art, the following definitions a1313ly: 

21 (1) "GoFAmereial or industrial aetivities" FAeans for purposes sf sul3seetien (14) those activities 

22 generally rooognized as COFRFRercial or inElustrial 13y zoning authorities in this state, exce13t that none of the 

23 lollowin§ aefr'itias shall ee filQ eensidered eeFflFAereial er industrial: 

24 (a) agrieultural, forestry, gra~in!J, farFRing, and related aetivities, including wayside fresh 13roauce 

25 stands; 

26 (el transient er teFA13orar>f activities; 

27 (e) activities not "isiele froFA the FAain tra•.-oled wa;•; 

28 (dl aotivities eondueted in a 13uildin€J principally used as a resiaenee; 

29 (el railroad tracks anEI FAinor siElin!Js; 

30 (fl aotivities FAoro than 660 feet froFA the nearest ed!Je of the right of wa•(. 
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121 "Commercial or industrial zone" moans an area which lftat-is used or reser·,2d for ousir,os&, 

2 commerce-,-OHfafle-~rehonsi·,e loeal--i'€-fl-ing ordinances, or regulations:,<H-cnabling -stB+e 

3 legislation or state legislation itself, inclu~ highway serviee areas lawfully zoned as h1ghwa•i- service 

4 wnes, ,,.,,hero the primary use of the land is or is reserved for commercial and roadside services, other than 

5 outaoer advertising, to serYo the traveling public. Af-ea,rtemporarily zoned as comR'leroial or industrial by 

6 an interim regulation or R'lap adorJtod as an emergenc-, rnoasure pursuant to 76 2 206 shaH--·§te--Ret-i:,e 

7 -~ by this defin-ifiett, 

8 (3) "Commiss1on·' means the ffi<Jhway comp1i~,i,,f~taR-a-. 

9 f4}-- :'~" means the departH;em--ef4f•am;portatior1. 

1 O f&}---"tnformat1011 center" means an area or site established or maintained at safety rest areas for 

11 the purpo~the public of places of interest within the state and providing such other 

1 2 information as !l:..21 the eommiss;,on may consider desir&bl&.-

13 !€ii "Interchange" or "intersection" ffl{)ans those areas and their approaches where -l+il-f.f.i.e--i-5 

14 ehannelod off or onto an interstate route, including the- deeelerat1on lanes or aeeeleration lanes from or to 

1 5 another federal, state, cOtlftty, city, or other route, 

16 f7! "Interstate Sj'Stem" means that portiW!---ef the national system of interstat~J 

17 highwa~'s loeated within this state as offieially Eiesigna~ed-Bf--uS may hereafter be so designated--by--t!IB 

18 commission anEi approved "by-the seeretar~· pursuant l-E the provisions of Title 23, United States Code, 

19 "~ighways"~ 

20 (8) "Maintrn-n-"'--,r-,,,ans to allow ffi--8-¾+St, subject to the pro·,·isions of this part. 

21 1~~ means to repair, refurbish,ropaint, or other,.,•ise lceop an existing sign structure 

22 ifi--a state SL!i-t~ 

23 i-+G)--''Outdoor ad><or ··!JR, displa~•, light, device,-~~ 

24 ~.f'kHtt+e,-µe-st,,c,mllooard-,-ar other str>1DtbtB-wru€f1-tfl-a-t-!S-deslg-A{;;i,-t++te,'lffil&;-Bf-·lisetl-4o-aa~e 

25 or inform and wh1oh--!++at is visible fffim any plaoe on-the main ffaVclr.d way of the interstate or prim-a+y 

26 ~ 

2 7 j.:l..-l-)--'.P-fi+Haf,'--S\/Stem"-ffiB-af-1&-t-hat"-f}BH+l'!t"l4-60fff1e&HIB--mai+,~-a-ys-as---e#iB+ally-.fl~r-e,J-B+ 

2 8 as-may-hef.w.f!Bf- b o so des i g n ate d by the COffiffi+S&HcH+ ,m d a p J}ffi\lB4-b,y-tffi,--s.e€ffl1tary--J:ttJJF-Stli:H'~t-e--ffie 

2 9 prov i s i o fl s of T-t¼l--b,,~~--Ce,k,-"-HifJPWa~ 

30 i 121 "8afety-f€-St--ar-e-a" ,,10ans-itfi--Affm-Bf--S+H>--B'Y."cteliSfl€d.imd maintained ·,villmHJf-Q{ij-<1cent to tBB 
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1 ri§ht of way, 13y or under pul3lie super-,<isien er sentrel, fer the eoA',enienee of the tra,·elin§ pu13Iie. 

2 (13) "Sooretary" means tAe seorotara, of tAo United States department of transportation. 

3 I 14 l "Un2oned commereial or industrial area" means an mea not zones b•; state or loeal la,,, 

4 re§ulation, or ordinanee whioh IBfil is oeoupied 8'f one or more industrial er eommereial aefr,·itios, otRer 

5 tAan outdoor advertisin§, on the lands alen§ tAe Ai§hwa•; for a distanee ef 6QQ feet immediatol'I' adjaeent 

6 ta the astivities and those lands direetly apposite en tAe etl=tor side of the hi§h•,•,'a'I' ta tl=te e1Etent of tl=te 

7 same dimensiens ans ta a ma1Eim1,m eepth of 66Q feet when FAoasurea from the highwa'I' right of wa•,·; 

8 prn¥i€led these lands on tho opposite side of tAe Ai§hwa'( are not deemeEl seenie or havin§ aestAetie •,alue 

9 as ElotormineEl by tho oommission. 

10 (161 "Ur13an area" means an ur13anized a.•oa or plaee, as Elesi§nated 8)' tAo United States 13urnau of 

11 the oensus, l=taYin§ tAat has a population of e,QQQ or more and tl=tat is witAin bounElaries fo1ed 13•; tl=te 

12 departFAont,~ whish The boundaries shall as fflUSt at a fflinimurn ensompass the entire urban plaee 

13 aesi§natoa B',' saie !B..Q Bureau of tAe eensus. 

14 ( 16) "Visible" means oapaale of being seen and le§iale v,•itAeut visual aid ay a person of norfflal 

1 5 visual aeuity." 

16 

17 SECTION 1. SECTION 75-15-111, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

18 "75-15-111. Outdoor advertising prohibited in proximity to highway -- exceptions. (1} Outdoor 

19 advertising may not be erected or maintained WHie-1'1 that is within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

20 right-of-way and WHie-1'1 that is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate or primary 

21 systemL except: 

22 (a} directional and other official signs and notices, which signs and notices include but are not 

23 limited to signs and notices pertaining to natural wonders and scenic and historical attractions, as 

24 authorized or required by law; 

25 (bl signs, displays, and devices advertising the sale or lease of property upon which they are 

26 located; 

27 (c} signs, displays, and devices advertising activities conducted on the property upon which they 

28 are located; 

29 (d) signs, displays, and devices located in areas~ that are zoned industrial or commercial by 

30 a bona fide state, county, or local zoning authority; 

~na Legtstatlve coundt 
- 3 - SB 181 



54th Legislature SB0181.02 

(el signs, displays, and devices located in unzoned commercial or industrial areas, ,vhich areas sRiltl 

2 must be determined from actual land uses and by agreement between the department and the secretary 

3 and defined by rules adopted by the commission. The exception granted by this subsection sRiltl is limited 

4 to two signs and may not apply to signs, displays, and devices located within an unzoned area in which 

5 the commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area has ceased for a period of 9 months. 

6 (fl signs or displays advertising the cultural exhibits of nonprofit historical or arts organizations if 

7 the signs or displays conform with the standards provided in Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, section 

8 750, subpart 8; or 

9 (g) signs that are consistent with the policy of this state and with the national policy set forth in 

10 23 U.S.C. 131 and the regulations promulgated tRereunder under 23 U.S.C. 131 and that are designed to 

11 provide information in the specific interest of the traveling public as provided in 60-5-504, 60-5-505, 

12 60-5-511 through 60-5-513, and 60-5-519 through 60-5-521. 

13 (21 Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections ill(a), ill(d), and ill(e) of 11) ef t'4is section 

14 sRiltl must conform with standards contained in and shall must bear permits required in rules Wfliffi that 

1 5 are adopted by the commission and this part. 

16 (3) Outdoor advertising may not be erected or maintained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of 

17 the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area if Stte-lt the outdoor advertising 

18 is or was erected with the purpose of its message being read from Stlffi the main-traveled way and visible 

19 from Slt€fl the main-traveled way unless Stlffi the outdoor advertising meets the criteria of subsections 

20 ill(a), ill(b), or illlc) of 11 I of t'4is section. S'401ola s1ooR If the outdoor advertising ffiee4 meets saie !bat 

21 criteria. it sRiltl must conform with standards contained in rules Wfliefi that are adopted by the commission 

22 and with this part." 

23 

24 Section 2. Section 75-15-113, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "75-15-113. Standards for permitted advertising. Except for outdoor advertising beyond 660 feet 

26 of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of an 111terstate or primary highway outside of an urban area, 

27 outdoor advertising permitted under ~+H~He+-B4 75-15-111 i 1 }{d) and ( 1) (e) 5-flall must 

28 conform to the following requirements: 

29 11 I Signs may not be erected or maintained w-A-ief; that exceed~ 672 square feet in area. 

30 including border and trim but excluding base or apron, supports, and other structural members. 

~na Leg/stative council 
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12) MaJ<imum len§th, €iQ Signs may not exceed 48 feet in length. 

2 (3) MaJcimum height, 4Q The maximum height of the sign structure, including the sign face, is 30 

3 feet. measured at a right angle from the surface of the roadway at the centerline of the interstate or primary 

4 highway OR 30 FEET AS MEASURED FROM THE GROUND. feet as measures from the §reuns or, if the 

5 sign is attaehes to a strueture, as measures from the ease of the sign itself. 

6 141 No more than two facings visible and readable from the same direction on the main-traveled 

7 way may be erected on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so positioned, neither sltall may 

8 exceed 325 square feet. 

9 (5) Double-faced, back-to-back, and V-type signs shall se are considered as to be a single sign or 

10 structure. 

11 (61 Wfleffi When two or more faces, back to back, are supported by separate structures, each sltall 

12 be i.§. considered to be a single sign. 

13 (7) No two signs sltall may be spaced less than 500 feet apart adjacent to an interstate highway 

14 or limited-access primary highway, except that signs may be erected closer than 500 feet if they are 

15 separated by buildings or other obstructions in Sl:leH a manner that only one sign facing located within the 

16 aeeve 500-foot spacing distance is visible from the highway at any one time. 

17 (81 Signs may not be located within 500 feet of any of the following WfHtffi that are adjacent to 

18 the highway unless the signs are in an incorporated area: 

19 (al public parks; 

20 (bl public forests; 

21 (cl public playgrounds; 

22 (d) scenic areas designated as such by the department or other state agency having and exercising 

23 this authority; 

24 (e) cemeteries. 

25 (9) A sign may not be located on an interstate highway or freeway within 500 feet of an 

26 interchange or intersection at!! grade or rest area. The 500 feet is to be measured along the interstate or 

27 freeway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or entrance to the 

28 main-traveled way. 

29 .( 101 Signs may be illuminated, subject to the following restrictions: 

30 (a) Signs WfHtffi that contain, include, or are illuminated by a flashing, intermittent, or moving light 

~na Legislative COUMII 
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or lights are prohibited, except those giving public service information such as time, d2te, temperature, 

2 weather, or similar information. 

3 (bl Signs Wflffift that are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

4 directed at a portion of the traveled ways of the interstate or federal-aid primary highwayL or which that 

5 are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicleL 

6 or ~ that otherwise interfere with a driver's operation of a motor vehicle are prohibited. 

7 (c) A sign may not be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an 

8 official traffic sign, device, or signal. 

9 \111 The location of sign str.uctures situated on the primary highways between streets, roads, or 

1 O highways entering or intersecting the main-traveled way Sflall must conform to the following minimum 

11 spacing criteria: 

12 (a) Wttere When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is less than 

13 1,000 feet, a minimum spacing between structures of 1 !iO feet may be permitted between the intersecting 

14 streets or highways. 

15 (bl Wttere When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is 1,000 feet 

16 or more, minimum spacing between sign structures Sflall must be 300 feet." 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 3. Section 75-1 5-122, MCA, is amended to read: 

"75-15-122. Permits required -- identification tags -- preexisting structures -- fee_§_. I 1} 1fil A sign 

authorized by subseetions (al, (di, and (el of 75-15-11 "I(1l(a). (1)(d). and (1\(e) may not be constructed 

or maintained without a permit. Applications for permits ffial+ must be made to the department on forms 

furnished by it. The department shall require reasonable information to be furnished, including a statement 

that the owner or occupant of the land has consented to the erection or maintenance of the sign on the 

land. A permit must be obtained for each sign, and the application for the permit must be accompanied 

by af\ a nonrefundable, initial fee e+-4e. 

~HW. Permits ffial+ mus1 be issued for 3 years, assigned a permit number, and renewed every 3 

years thereafter after issuance upon payment of~ ate,~ without the filir1g of a new application. All fees 

received Sflall must be paid into the highway account in the state special revenue fund. 

{c\ The fees described in subsections (1 ){a) and (1 ){b) are to be determined by the square footage 

of the sign face and established, by rule, by the dDpartmem COMMISSION to cover the costs of 

~.'.:.!f'na Leg/slat/Ve counc/1 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

administering and enforcing this section. 

fd+Ll.l The department shall issue with each new permit a permanent identification tag not larger 

than 36 square inches whieh shall that must be affixed to the sign in a position readily visible from the 

highway. 

{4H.fil Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for a structure lawfully in existence 

on June 23, 1971, and the permits shall thereafter must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed 

in this section unless the structure is removed for improper maintenance. 

f&l-81 Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite tee for outdoor advertising lawfully 

in existence on June 23, 1971, and made nonconforming by virtue of 75-15-111 (3), and the permits Sflall 

thereafter must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed in this section unless the structure is 

removed for improper maintenance." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is effective July 1, 1 QQe ON PASSAGE AND 

APPROVAL. 

-END-

~na Legtstatlve counc/1 
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SENATE BILL NO. 181 

2 INTRODUCED BY WELDON, REAM, SOMERVILLE, BROWN, MCCULLOCH, CAREY, BARNHART 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Rl!VISl~IG Tl-II! Cl!i;INITIO~I Qi; "U~IZO~Jl!D GOMMl!RGl/\b OFl 

6 l~ICUSTRIAb/\RI!/\" AS APPUl!D TO OUTCOOR ACVl!RTISl~JG; REVISING THE LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN 

7 OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS; REVISING THE FEES FOR CERTAIN SIGN PERMITS; AMENDING 

8 SECTIONS 7e 1 e 1 oa 75-15-111, 75-15-113, AND 75-15-122, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

9 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

12 A statement of intent is required for this bill because the ele!i!aFtA'lent ef tFans13eFtatien HIGHWAY 

13 COMMISSION is directed in 75-15-122 to adopt rules relating to the fees charged for the issuance and 

14 renewal of certain permits for outdoor advertising signs. It is anticipated that the department will adopt 

15 fees commensurate with the costs of administering and enforcing the issuance and renewal of the sign 

16 permits. 

17 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

19 Seatien 1. Seetien 7e 1 e 1 oa, MCA, is affleneloel to ,oael: 

20 "76 16 103. i;)etinitiens. As 1:1seel in tl=lis li!aFt, tl=le fellewin!! elefinitions a!i!!i!I';: 

21 (11 "GeA'IFRereial or inelustrial aetiYities" Ffleans foF J:IUF!i!OGOG ef suesoetien (14) tl=lose aetiYitios 

22 !!ene,allv reee!!Aii!oel as eemA'lereial er ineltisHial av 2ening a1:1tl=lerities in this state, 0>1eopt that none of tho 

23 fellewin!! aoti..,itios sl=iall ee !ill! eensielereel eeA'IA'lereial eF ind1:1strial: 

24 (a) B!!Fie1:1lt1:1ral, feFesHy, !!Fa2in!!, faFA'ling, anel relateel aetiYitios, inel1:1elin!! waysielo fresh J;1Feel1:1ee 

25 otanels; 

26 lel Hansient eF teFflJ:lerar•r aeti\·ities; 

27 (el aoti~·itieo net ¥isiele froA'I tl=io A'lain traYoloel wa~·; 

28 (el) aeti ,itioe oenel1:1etoel in a e1:1ilelin!! li!Finei!i!ally 1:1seel as a Fesieleneo; 

29 (el FailfOael tFasks anEI A'liner sielin!!S; 

30 (f) aotiYities A'lere tl=ian €i€i0 feet fFOFR tl=le nearest edge ef tl=ie rigl=it of wa•1. 

~na LBglslatllte council 
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1 2) "GeFAFAereial or inaustrial zone" FAeans an area whieh 1lli!! is usea er reserves far Business, 

2 eem1 10rae, or traae p1,1rsuant to eeFAprehensiYe leeal zenin!J arainaneesL er re!!JulatiensL er enaelin!J state 

3 ~:Stien or state lef:jislatien itself, ineluain!J hi!!Jhwa'y' serviee areas lawfully 2:enea as hi§hWB'I' serviee 

4 - where the priFAar'y' use of the land is or is reserved fer G0FflFAereial and roadside sePvises, ether than 

5 outdeor advertisinf:l, to serve the travelin!J puBlie. Areas ternporarily zened as eoFf1mereial or industrial B'I' 

6 an inte ·irn re§ulatien er map adopted as an ernerge.nev measure pmsuant te 76 2 206 shall fil net ee 

7 sonsidered as eovered B'I' this definition. 

8 1a) "Commission" rneans the highwa'y' eernrnission of Montana. 

9 14) "Departrnent" means the departrnent of transperMtien. 

1 0 le) "lnferrnatien eenter" FAeans an area or site estaBlished er FAaintained at safety rest areas for 

11 ~rpese ef inferFAing the p1,1Blie ef plaees of interest 1,vithin the state and providing sueR ether 

1 2 +fl-fe<,. 'f?•ion as 1lli!! tRe eemmissien FAay eonsiaor desiraBle. 

13 ie) "lnterehan!Je" or "interseetien" rnoans those areas and their appreaehes ,,,·here traffie is 

14 eRarnoled off er onto an interstate route, ineluding tRe deeeleratien lanes er aeeeleratien lanes frem er ta 

15 anether federal, sMte, ee1,1nt>{, sity, er ether route. 

16 17) "Interstate svstem" means that pertien of the natienal s~·stem ef interstate and defense 

17 ffifjf!Wa'y's leeated witRin tRis state as effieially designated or as FAB'y' Rereafter BO so designated B'I' the 

18 eeFAmission and approved 13'!' tho soeretar'y' pursuant to the previsions of Title 2a, United States Gede, 

20 (8) "Maintain" FAeans ta allow te ei1ist, sul3joet to the previsions of this part. 

21 (Q) "Maintenanee" means to repair, ref1,1rl3ish, repaint, er otherwise keep an existin§ sign strusture 

22 +fHl-f<Mte suitaBle fer use. 

23 (10) "Outdeer advertising" FAeans an1( outdoor sign, displa'I', light, devise, fif:jure, paintin§, drawinf:l, 

24 mes<;aj:Je, pla~ue, pester, 13ilIBeard, er ether strneture whieh 1lli!! is desi§nod, inMReled, er 1,1sed to advertise 

25 ef-tfl-ferFA aRd .,.,.hieh 1lli!! is visil3Ie fren, an11 plaee en the main traveled wa•( of the interstate er '3rimar'y'. 

2 6 S','5ffif'FlS-, 

27 { 11) "PriFAary s·1steFA" Ffleans that pertieR ef Genneeted fflain hi§hwa'y's as effieiall'I' designated cir 

28 as-rn-a-y hereafter 13e so desi§Ratea 13111 the eeA'lmisaien ans appre•·ed ey tAe seeretar.,, p1,1rs1,1ant to the 

29 ~¼ians of Title 2a, United States Geae, "l-lighways". 

30 112) "Safet'y' rest area" FAeans aR area er site ostaelished and FAaiRtained witl=lin er adjaeent to the 

~mtana Leg/stative council -- • 2 . SB 181 
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1 rigl'lt of ,...,a)', e·,· or Hnder f3HBlie sH13ervisien er eentrnl, fer tl'le oem•onienee of tl'le tra.•eling f3Hblie. 

2 (13) "Seeretary" FAeans tl:le secretary of tl:le Uniteet States etepartfflent of transportation. 

3 (11) "Unzoned eoFAFAorcial or inetustrial area" moans an area not zeneet s·r state er local law, 

4 re§ulatien, or ordinance wl:licl:l !b.fil is eccHpiee ey one er more inetustrial or ceFArnereial aetivities, etl:ler 

5 tl'lan outetoer aetvertisiA§, on tl:le lanes along tl:le l:ligl:lway fer a distanee ef eOO feet iA'lrneetiately aejacent 

6 te the activities and these lanes direetly opposite en tl'le .other side ef tl'le l'lighwa~· ta tl'le exteAt ef the 

7 saFAe elirnensiuns and to a rn;:miFAHFA eteptl:l of eeO feet wl:len FAoasHroel froFA tl:le l:lighway right of wa·t; 

8 provided those lands on the apposite siete of tl:lo l:li€11:lway are not eteeFAeet seenie or l:la11in€1 aestl:letie 11alHe 

9 as etoterrnineet by tl:le ooFAmission. 

1 0 ( 113) "Urban area" FAeans an Hrsanizeet area or plaee, as designatoet by tl=ie Unites States sHreau of 

11 tl=ie eensHs, l=ia•.,ing that has a population of 6,000 or FAore anet tl=iat is within sounetarios fomet ey tl=ie 

12 etepartrnent,~ wl:liel:l Tl=io eeHnetarios sl=iall as FAHSt at a FAiniFAHFA eneoFApass tl=ie entire urean plaee 

13 etosi€1nateet by saiet !ill!. eureaH ef tl=ie eensHs. 

14 ( 1 el "\lisiele" FAeans eapaele of i3ein€1 seen and legiele 'Nitl=ieut ·,isual aiet a·,· a persen of norFAal 

15 ,1isual aeHity." 

16 

17 SECTION 1. SECTION 75-15-111, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

18 "75-15-111. Outdoor advertising prohibited in proximity to highway -- exceptions. (1) Outdoor 

19 advertising may not be erected or maintained wl:!i€-R that is within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

20 right-of-way and wl:!i€-R that is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate or primary 

21 system. except: 

22 la) directional and other official signs and notices, which signs and notices include but are not 

23 limited to signs and notices pertaining to natural wonders and scenic and historical attractions, as 

24 authorized or required by law; 

25 (bl signs, displays, and devices advertising the sale or lease of property upon which they are 

26 located; 

27 (cl signs, displays, and devices advertising activities conducted on the property upon which they 

28 are located; 

29 Id) signs, displays, and devices located in areas wl:!i€-R that are zoned industrial or commercial by 

30 a bona fide state, county, or local zoning authority; 

~na Legislative council 
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(e) signs, displays, and devices located in unzoned commercial or industrial areas, which areas Sflal+ 

2 must be determined from actual land uses and by agreement between the department and the secretary 

3 and defined by rules adopted by the commission. The exception granted by this subsection Sflal+ is limited 

4 to two signs and may not apply to signs, displays, and devices located within an unzoned area in which 

5 the commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area has ceased for a period of 9 months. 

6 (f) signs or displays advertising the cultural exhibits of nonprofit historical or arts organizations if 

7 the signs or displays conform with the standards provided in Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, section 

8 750, subpart 8; or 

9 (g) signs that are consistent with the policy of this state and with the national policy set forth in 

10 23 U.S.C. 131 and the regulations promulgated tlctereuneler under 23 U.S.C. 131 and that are designed to 

11 provide information in the specific interest of the traveling public as provided in 60-5-504, 60-5-505, 

12 60-5-511 through 60-5-513, and 60-5-519 through 60-5-521. 

13 (2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections ill(a), ill(d), and ill(e) af (1) af H1is seetian 

14 Sflal+ must conform with standards contained in and Sflal+ must bear permits required in rules Wfliel=I that 

15 are adopted by the commission and this part. 

16 (3) Outdoor advertising may not be erected or maintained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of 

1 7 the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area if 5tf€fl the outdoor advertising 

18 is or was erected with the purpose of its message being read from Sl:lefl the main-traveled way and visible 

19 from StlOO the main-traveled way unless St100 the outdoor advertising meets the criteria of subsections 

20 ill(a), ill(b), or ill(c) af ( 1) af H1is sestian. Slcteulel sue A If the outdoor advertising meet meets &ale that 

21 criteria, it Sflal+ must conform with standards contained in rules Wfliel=I that are adopted by the commission 

22 and with this part." 

23 

24 Section 2. Section 75-15-113, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "75-15-113. Standards for permitted advertising. Except for outdoor advertising beyond 660 feet 

26 of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area, 

27 outdoor advertising permitted under sueseetiens (1 )(el) anel (1 )(e) of 75-15-111 (1 )(d) and (1 )(e) Sflal+ must 

28 conform to the following requirements: 

29 ( 1) Signs may not be erected or maintained Wfliel=I that exceed ~ 672 square feet in area, 

30 including border and trim but excluding base or apron, supports, and other structural members. 

~na Ler,lslatlve council 
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1 (2) ManiffH:fffl leA§tA, eO Signs may not exceed 48 feet in length. 

2 (3) Ma1ciFRUffl /:Jei§At, 40 The maximum height of the sign structure, including the sign face, is 30 

3 feet, measured at a right angle from the surface of the roadway at the centerline of the interstate or primary 

4 highway OR ao FEET /\S MEASIJREQ FROM THE GROIJNQ. feet as ffleasurea fFOffl t"1e §FOURS or, if t"1o 

5 sigA is attae"1oa to a strueture, as ffleasurea froffl t"1e ease of t"1e si§A itself. 

6 14) No more than two facings visible and readable from the same direction on the main-traveled 

7 way may be erected on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so positioned, neither &flail may 

8 exceed 325 square feet. 

9 (5) Double-faced, back-to-back, and V-type signs s"1all ee are considered as to be a single sign or 

10 structure. 

11 (61 W!atef& When two or more faces, back to back, are supported by separate structures, each &flail 

12 eel.§. considered to be a single sign. 

13 (7) No two signs &flail may be spaced less than 500 feet apart adjacent to an interstate highway 

14 or limited-access primary highway, except that signs may be erected closer than 500 feet if they are 

15 separated by buildings or other obstructions in SHeR a manner that only one sign facing located within the 

16 aee,,e 500-foot spacing distance is visible from the highway at any one time. 

17 (8) Signs may not be located within 500 feet of any of the following wl=liefl that are , djacent to 

18 the highway unless the signs are in an incorporated area: 

19 (al public parks; 

20 (bl public forests; 

21 (cl public playgrounds; 

22 (di scenic areas designated as such by the department or other state agency having and exercising 

23 this authority; 

24 (el cemeteries. 

25 (9) A sign may not be located on an interstate highway or freeway within 500 feet of an 

26 interchange or intersection at 2 grade or rest area. The 500 feet is to be measured along the interstate or 

27 freeway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or entrance to the 

28 main-traveled way. 

29 ( 1 OJ Signs may be illuminated, subject to the following restrictions: 

30 (al Signs wl=liefl that contain, include, or are illuminated by a flashing, intermittent, or 11 wing light 
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or lights are prohibited, except those giving public service information such as time, date, temperature, 

2 weather, or similar information. 

3 (bl Signs WR+efl that are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

4 directed at a portion of the traveled ways of the interstate or federal-aid primary highway, er whieh that 

5 are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle, 

6 or wi=liel'I that otherwise interfere with a driver's operation of a motor vehicle are prohibited. 

7 (cl A sign may not be so illuminated that .it interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an 

8 official traffic sign, device, or signal. 

g (111 The location of sign structures situated on the primary highways between streets, roads, or 

1 O highways entering or intersecting the main-traveled way Sflal+ must conform to the following minimum 

11 spacing criteria: 

12 (a) Wflefe When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is less than 

13 1,000 feet, a minimum spacing between structures of 150 feet may be permitted between the intersecting 

14 streets or highways. 

15 (b) WHere When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is 1,000 feet 

16 or more, minimum spacing between sign structures Sflal+ must be 300 feet." 

17 

18 Section 3. Section 75-15-122, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 9 "7 5-15-122. Permits required -- identification tags -- preexisting structures -- fees. ( 1) ifil A sign 

20 authorized by s1:11lseetieRs la), ldl, a Rd (el ef 75-15-111 ( 1 )(al, I 1 )(dl. and ( 1 )(el may not be constructed 

21 or maintained without a permit. Applications for permits Sflal+ must be made to the department on forms 

22 furnished by it. The department shall require reasonable information to be furnished, including a statement 

23 that the owner or occupant of the land has consented to the erection or maintenance of the sign on the 

24 land. A permit must be obtained for each sign, and the application for the permit must be accompanied 

25 by aR a nonrefundable, initial fee ef.-$&. 

26 ~lli Permits Sflal+ must be issued for 3 years, assigned a permit number, and renewed every 3 

27 years thereafter after issuance upon payment of~ a fee without the filing of a new application. All fees 

28 received Sflal+ must be paid into the highway account in the state special revenue fund, 

29 (c) The fees described in subsections (1)(al and (1)(b) are to be determined by the square footage 

30 of the sign face and established, by rule, by the aeaartFReRt COMMISSION to cover the costs of 

~na Leolslatlve council 
- 6 - SB 181 



54th Legislature SB0181.03 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

administering and enforcing this section. 

~ill The department shall issue with each new permit a permanent identification tag not larger 

than 36 square inches wAieh shall that must be affixed to the sign in a position readily visible from the 

highway. 

{4)-@ Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for a structure lawfully in existence 

on June 23, 1971, and the permits sAall tAeFeafteF must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed 

in this section unless the structure is removed for improper maintenance. 

+el-ill Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for outdoor advertising lawfully 

in existence on June 23, 1971, and made nonconforming by virtue of 75-15-111 (3), and the permits ~ 

theFeafteF must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed in this section unless the structure is 

removed for improper maintenance." 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective Ji,Jly 1, 1 QQ!i ON PASSAGE AND 

16 APPROVAL. 

17 -END-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 9, 1995 

Page 1 of 4 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Highways and Transportation report that Senate Bill 

181 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

And, that such amendments read: 

1 .. Title, line 6. 
Following: 11 A:DVER'FISHm, 11 

Signed:~,~ 
Shiel! Anderson, Chair 

Carried by: Rep. Ream 

Insert: "REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "UNZONED COMMERCIAL OR 
INDUSTRIAL AREA" AS APPLIED TO OUTDOOR ADVERTISING;" 

2. Title, line 8. 
Following: 11 75 15 103" 
Insert: ''75-15-103, 75~15-105," 

3; Page 3. 
Following: line 15 
Insert: "Section 1. Section 75-15-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"75-15-103. Definitions. As used in this part, the 
following definitions apply: 

(1) "Commercial or industrial activities" means for 
purposes of subsection (14) those activities generally recognized 
as commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in this state, 
except that none of the following activities shall be are 
considered commercial or industrial: 

(a) agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related 
activities, including wayside fresh produce stands; 

(bl transient or temporary activities; 

Committee Vote: 
Yes L]_, No _l _ fJ.f 1)~-u 

5-~\t,\ 
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(cl activities not visible from the main-traveled way; 
(d) activities conducted in a building principally used as 

a residence; 
(el railroad tracks and minor sidings; 
(f) activities more than 660 feet from the nearest edge of 

the right-of-way. 
(2) ''Commercial or industrial zone'' means an area which 

that is used or reserved for business, commerce, or trade 
pursuant to comprehensive local zoning ordinancesL er 
regulationsL or enabling state legislation or state legislation 
itself, including highway service areas lawfully zoned as highway 
service zones, where the primary use of the land is or is 
reserved for commercial and roadside services, other than outdoor 
advertising, to serve the traveling public. Areas temporarily 
zoned as commercial or industrial by an interim regulation or map 
adopted as an emergency measure pursuant to 76-2-206 shall are 
not be coHsidered as covered by this definition. 

( 3) "Commission" means the highway commission of Montana. 
(4) ''Department'' means the department of transportation. 
(5) "Information center'' means an area or site established 

or maintained at safety rest areas for the purpose of informing 
the public of places of interest within the state and providing 
-stteh other information a-e that the commission may consider 
desirable. ~ 

(6) "Interchange" or ''intersection'' means those areas and 
their approaches where traffic is channeled off or onto an 
interstate route, including the deceleration lanes or 
acceleration lanes from or t6 another federal, state, county, 
city, or other route. 

(7) ''Interstate system'' means that portion of the national 
system of interstate and defense highways located within this 
state as officially designated or as may hereafter be -s-e 
designated by the commission and approved by the secretary 
pursuant to the provisions of Title 23, United States Code, 
"Highways". 

(8) "Maintain" means to allow to exist, subject to the 
provisions of this part. 

(9) "Maintenance" means to repair, refurbish, repaint, or 
ptherwise keep an existing sign structure in a state suitable for 
use. 

(10) "Outdoor advertising" means any outdoor sign, display, 
light, device, figure, painting, drawing, message, plaque, 
poster, billboard, or other structure ¾,hieh that is designec:l., 
intended, or used to advertise or inform and which that is 
visible from any place on the main-traveled way of the interstate 
or primary systems. 

(11) ''Primary system'' means that portion of connected main 
highways as officially designated or as may hereafter be -s-e 
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designated by the commission and approved by the secretary 
pursuant to the provisions of Title 23, United States Code, 
"Highways". 

(12) ''Safety rest area'' means an area or site established 
and maintained within or adjacent to the right-of-way, by or 
under public supervision or control, for the convenience of the 
traveling public. 

(13) "Secretary" means the secretary of the United States 
department of transportation. 

(14) "Unzoned commercial or industrial area" means an area 
not zoned by state or local law, regulation, or ordinance which 
that is occupied by one or more industrial or commercial 
activities, other than outdoor advertising, on the lands along 
the highway for a distance of 600 feet immediately adjacent to 
the activities and those lands directly opposite on the other 
side of the high,vay to the extent of the same dimensions and to a 
maximum depth of 660 feet when measured from the highway 
right of way, provided those lands on the opposite side of the 
high~my a.:e r.ot deemed scenic or having aesthetic value as 
determined by the eofflfflission. 

(15) "Urban area" means an urbanized area or place, as 
designated by the United States bureau of the census, ha,ing that 
has a population of 5,000 or more and that is within boundaries 
fixed by the departmentT..:... which The boundaries shall as must at a 
minimum encompass the entire urban place designated by s--a-i-d the 
bureau of the census. 

(16) "Visible" means capable of being seen and legible 
without visual aid by a person of normal visual acuity.'' 

Section 2. Section 75-15-105, MCA, is amended to read: 
"75-15-105. Relaxation of regulations if federal law 

changed. In the event the general requirements of Title 23, 
United States Code, "Highways", or existing rules and regulations 
of the United States department of transportation become amended 
or changed to less restrictive conditions than presently exist, 
then the commission fflttS-t- shall amend or change s-uefl the rules 
that it may have adopted to come into conformity with the federal 
law, rule, and regulation, ho,vever, in BO event shall this part 
become more restrieti,e than is indicated herein by said federal 
action. 11 11 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

4. Page 4. 
Following: line 22 
Insert: "(4) An outdoor advertising structure in an unzoned 

commercial or industrial area that is lawfully in existence 
on [the effective date of this act], that meets the size 
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requirements in 75-15-113, but that exceeds the restrictions 
in subsection (1) (e) of this section: 

(a) must be classified as nonconforming by the 
department; 

(b) may not be increased in size; 
(c) may be maintained each year if the value of the 

materials used in the maintenance does not exceed 75% of the 
value of all of the materials required to replace the sign new; 
and 

(d) may be replaced, if damaged, at up to and including 
100% of its replacement cost.'' 

-END-
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Conference Committee 
on SB 181 

Report No. 1, April 5, 1995 

Mr. President and Mr. Speaker: 

Page 1 of 1 

We, your Conference Committee on SB 181, met and considered: 

House Committee amendments 

We recommend that SB 181 (reference copy - salmon) be amended as 
follows: 

Accept House committee amendments 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

For the Senate: 

Grosfieldl,~JJ c:;;g4 
Chair 

Tveit 

'dAI~ 
Welda& //J_ 

Amd. Coord. 

L7"Jr 
Sec. of Senate 

ADOPT 

REJECT 

For the House: 

Anderson ~ 
~(Al. 

Chair 

CC..R ._ \ 
se ,e\ 
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SENATEBILLN0.181 

2 INTRODUCED BY WELDON, REAM, SOMERVILLE, BROWN, MCCULLOCH, CAREY, BARNHART 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISl~IG Tl-IE DEFl~HTIO~I OF "U~IZO~IED COMMERCIAL OR 

6 l~ltlUSTRIJ\L AREA" J\S APPLIED TO OUTDOOR ADVERTISING; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "UNZONED 

7 COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL AREA" AS APPLIED TO OUTDOOR ADVERTISING; REVISING THE 

8 LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS; REVISING THE FEES FOR CERTAIN SIGN 

9 PERMITS; AMENDING SECTIONS 76 le 10a 75-15-103, 75-15-105, 75-15-111, 75-15-113, AND 

10 75-15-122, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

11 

12 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

13 A statement of intent is required for this bill because the Elef)artment of transf)ort-iltiefl HIGHWAY 

14 COMMISSION is directed in 75-15-122 to adopt rules relating to the fees charged for the issuance and 

15 renewal of certain permits for outdoor advertising signs. It is anticipated that tho department will adopt 

16 fees commensurate with the costs of administering and enforcing tho issuance and renewal of the sign 

17 permits. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Seetion 1. Seetion 76 1 a 10a, MCI\, is amenEleEI to roaa: 

22 "76 16 103. Definitians. J\s usea in this Jclart, the following aefinitions afJfJlv: 

23 (1) "Commersial or inaustrial asti>,·itios" moans for fJUFfJosos of suesestion (14) those aetivities 

24 genorall·r reeognii!oEl as sommor-eial or inElustrial 13y zoning authorities in this state, OMOOf)t that none of tho 

25 following astivitios shall so fil§. oonsiEloroEI eommorcial or inaustrial: 

26 (a) agrio1,1lt1:1ral, forestry, grazing, farming, anEI rolatoa astivitios, inel1,1Eling waysielo frosh fJFoEl1,1ee 

27 stones; 

28 (13) transient or tomf)orar,· aetivities; 

29 (el aoti11itios Rot 't'isielo from tho main tra11eleEI wa~1 ; 

30 (El) aotivitios eonEluetoEI in a 01,1i1Eling fJFinei13all•1 1,1soEI as a rosielonoo; 

~na Ler,tstattve council 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(e) railroad traeks aAd FRiRor sidiR!JS; 

If) aeti\·ities FRore than eeO feet froFR the Rearest edge of the ri!Jht of wav. 

(2) "GoFRFRersial or iRdeistrial ZORO" FR0aRS aR area whieh !J:@! is eised OF reserYed !or beisiness, 

eeA1meree, or traae 13e1rs1:1ant to eoFR13rehensi•;e loeal zoRiRg ordiRaReesL or reg1:1latieRsL er enabling state 

legislatioR er state legislatioR itself, iReleidiR!l highwa;• ser-;iee areas lawfeilly zoReS as l=lighway serYiee 

20Res, wl=lere the J3FiFRary eise of the land is or is reseryed for eoFRFRersial aRS roaelsielo serYiees, other tl=lan 

oeitdoor aelYertisiR!J, to serY0 tl=lo traYeliRg 13e1blie. Areas teFR13orarily zonoel as eoA1mereial OF ineleistrial by 

an interim rog1:1latioR or FR0J3 aele13teel as an eFRergeRe•,· moaseire 13e1rse1aRt to 7e 2 20e shall filg Rot be 

60RSieloreel as eeYered by this elefiRitioR. 

(;3) "Commission" FReaRs the hi!Jhway oeA1A1issieR of Montana. 

(4) "De13artA1ent" moans the ele13artFRent of trans13ortation. 

(el "lnforAlation eeRter" means an area or site establisl=leel or FRaintainoel at safet•r rest areas for 

the 131:1r13ose of informing the 131:1blie of 13laees of interest within the state ans· J3F0\•ielin!J s1:1eh ether 

information as !l:@! the eeAlFRission Alay eensieler elesirallle. 

(61 "lnterohange" er "interseetien" Aleans these areas anel tl=leir a1313reaehes ·,vhere traffie is 

ehanneled off er onto an interstate reeito, ineleisin!J the eleeeleratien lanes er aeeeleratien lanes freAl er to 

another feeleral, state, eeeint'(, oily, qr ether reeite. 

(7) "Interstate system" means that 13ertien of tl=lo national systeFR of interstate anel selense 

l=li§hways leeates within tl=lis state as offieially designates er as A1a•1 l=lerealter Ile so elesignateel ll•t the 

eeFRmission and a1313reveel b'f' the seeretar-1• 13e1rse1ant to the 13revisiono el Title 23, Ynited States Gose, 

"f-ligh 1,Ya11s". 

(Bl "Maintain" FReans to allow to exist, seilljeet to the 13revisiono of tl=lio 13art. 

(9) "Maintenanee" FReans to re13air, ref1:1rbish, re13aint, er otherwise keo13 an el(isting sigR stF1:1etmo 

in a state seiitable for eise. 

(101 "Oeitseor advertising" FRoans an•t oeiteleor sign, elis13la't', li!JRt, SoYioe, figeire, painting, elrawing, 

FRessa!Je, 13laeie10, 13ester, llillllearel, or ether stF1:1et1:1re whieh !l:@! is sesi!Jneel, inteneleel, er 1:1oeel to esvertise 

or inforffi and whieh that is visillle from an•t 13laee OR the FRain traYeled way of tho interstate or 13riFRary 

systeffis. 

(11) "PriA'lary s·rsteffi" FROaRs tl=lat portion of eenneetoel FRain hi!Jhwa•rs as effieiall•t sosi§nates er 

as FRa'f' hereafter so so sesi!jnates lly the soFRFRissien and a1313reves lly tho sesretar't" 13e1rse1aRt to tho 

~na Leo/stative councll 
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pro-..isions of Title 23, United States Gode, "rligl=iwa•rs" . 

. 2 ( 12) "Safety rest area" means an Ofea or site efltablisl=iee a:id-fflaintainoa witl=iin er adjaaont to the 

3 rigl=it of 'Nay, by or under ~super·,ision or £-eHtfel, ior tho corwenience of the traveling public. 

4 113) "Sooretary.'.' means tho secretar>y' of ti=IP. United States departme~~-

5 (141 "Unzenea commercial or ineustrial area" means an area not zoned by state Of loc-31-law, 

6 regulation, Of orainanoo wl=iicl=i !b.fil is oeoupiod by one or more imJustrial or commercial aeti-'11ties, etl=ier 

7 #Ian outaoor advertising, on tl=ie lands along tl=io highwa•r fer a Elistanoe of eOO feet immediately adjaeont 

8 to tl=io aetiYities and tl=iose lands aireetly opposite on tl=ie etl~er siae of tl=io highway to the oictent of #le 

9 same dimensions and to a maximum deptl=i of eeO feet when ffieosured froffi tho higl=iway ri§ht of wav; 

1 O prnvided tl=ioso lanes on tl=ie opposite siae of tl=ie l=iighway are not deemed scenic or l=iaving aestl=ietie value 

11 as determined by tl=ie eommission. 

12 (1 §) "Urban area" means an urbanized area or place, as designated b~· tl=ie United States bureau of 

13 the eensus, l=ia,·ing tl=iat l=ias a population of li,000 er more and tl=iat is within boundaries filrnd by the 

14 department,~ ',¥1=iioh The 13oundaries sl=iall as must at a minimum eneompass the entirn urban plaee 

15 designated b>y· said IBQ bureau of tl=io eonsus. 

16 (18) "Visible" means caJ;Jablo of being seen ane legible witl=iout visual aid b•r a person of normal 

1 7 -..isual aeuity." 

18 

19 SECTION 1. SECTION 75-15-103, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

20 "75-15-103. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply: 

21 11) "Commercial or industrial activities" means for purposes of subsection 114) those activities 

22 generally recognized as commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in this state, except that none of the 

23 following activities shall be~ considered commercial or industrial: 

24 (a) agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities, including wayside fresh produce 

25 stands; 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(b) transient or temporary activities; 

(cl activities not visible from the main-traveled way; 

(d) activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence; 

(el railroad tracks and minor sidings; 

(fl activities more than 660 feet from the nearest edge of the right-of-way. 

~na Leo/stative counc:11 
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(2) "Commercial or industrial zone" means an area~ that is used or reserved for business, 

2 commerce, or trade pursuant to comprehensive local zoning ordinances, 0f regulations, or enabling state 

3 legislation er state le§islatisn itself, including highway service areas lawfully zoned as highway service 

4 zones, where the primary use of the land is or is reserved for commercial and roadside services, other than 

5 outdoor advertising, to serve the traveling public. Areas temporarily zoned as commercial or industrial by 

6 an interim regulation or map adopted as an emergency measure pursuant to 76-2-206 ~ are not be 

7 ssnsidered as covered by this definition. 

8 (3) "Commission" means the highway commission of Montana. 

9 (4) "Department" means the department of transportation. 

10 (5) "Information center" means an area or site established or maintained at safety rest areas for 

11 the purpose of informing the public of places of interest within the state and providing ~ other 

12 information as that the commission may consider desirable. 

13 (6) "Interchange" or "intersection" means those areas and their approaches where traffic is 

14 channeled off or onto an interstate route, including the deceleration lanes or acceleration lanes from or to 

15 another federal, state, county, city, or other route. 

16 (7) "Interstate system" means that portion of the national system of interstate and defense 

1 7 highways located within this state as officially designated or as may hereafter be S& designated by the 

1 8 commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to the provisions of Title 23, United States Code, 

19 "Highways". 

20 (8) "Maintain" means to a::ow to exist, subject to the provisions of this part. 

21 (9) "Maintenance" means to repair, refurbish, repaint, or otherwise keep an existing sign structure 

22 in a state suitable for use. 

23 ( 10) "Outdoor advertising" means any outdoor sign, display, light, device, figure, painting, drawing, 

24 message, plaque, poster, billboard, or other structure WffiflR that is designed, intended, or used to advertise 

25 or inform and WffiflR that is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of the interstate or primary 

26 systems. 

27 (11) "Primary system" means that portion of connected main highways as officially designated or 

28 as may hereafter be se designated by the commission and approved by the secretary pursuant to the 

29 provisions of Title 23, United States Code, "Highways". 

30 ( 12) "Safety rest area" means an area or site established and maintained within or adjacent to the 

~na Ler,ls/atlve Council 
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1 right-of-way, by or under public supervision or control, for the convenience of the traveling public. 

2 (13) "Secretary" means the secretary of the United States department of transportation. 

3 (14) "Unzoned commercial or industrial area" means an area not zoned by state or local law, 

4 regulation, or ordinance ~ that is occupied by one or more industrial or commercial activities, other 

5 than outdoor advertising, on the lands along the highway for a distance of 600 feet immediateiy adjacent 

6 to the activities ans tAose lanes eireetly opposite on tAe otAer siee of tAe Ai§Awa~· to tAo e>1tent e+-#te 

7 saFAo eiFAensions ans to a FAaxirnuFA septA of eeO feet wAen meas1,1res froFA tAe AigAway rigAt of ,•,·ay; 

8 provieee tAoso lanes on tAe opposite siee of tAe Ai§Away are net eeeFAee seenis or Raving aosthotis valL10 

9 as aeterrninee ay the eornrnission. 

10 ( 15) "Urban area" means an urbanized area or place, as designated by the United States bureau of 

11 the census, ~ that has a population of 5,000 or more and that is within boundaries fixed by the 

12 department,~ Wffi€f\ The boundaries shall-as must at a minimum encompass the entire urban place 

13 designated by saie the bureau of the census. 

14 ( 16) "Visible" means capable of being seen and legible without visual aid by a person of normal 

15 visual acuity." 

16 

17 SECTION 2. SECTION 75-15-105, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

18 "75-15-105. Relaxation of regulations if federal law changed. In the event the general requirements 

19 of Title 23, United States Code, "Highways", or existing rules and regulations of the United States 

20 department of transportation become amended or changed to less restrictive conditions than presently 

21 exist, then the commission fFltlst shall amend or change Sl:lefl the rules that it may have adopted to come 

22 into conformity with the federal law, rule, and regulation; l=lowe,1er, in no event sl=lall tl=lis part aeeome more 

23 restrieti>,·o tl=lan is inaioatee l=lerain by said feEleral aetion." 

24 

25 SECTION 3. SECTION 75-15-111, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

26 "75-15-111. Outdoor advertising prohibited in proximity to highway -- exceptions. (1) Outdoor 

27 advertising may not be erected or maintained Wffi€R that is within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

28 right-of-way and wRiel=I that is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate' or primary 

29 system, except: 

30 (a) directional and other official signs and notices, which signs and notices include but are not 

~na Ler,1s1atlve council 
- 5 - SB 181 



54th Legislature S80181.04 

limited to signs and notices pertaining to natural wonders and scenic and historical attractions, as 

2 authorized or required by law; 

3 (b) signs, displays, and devices advertising the sale or lease of property upon which they are 

4 located; 

5 (c) signs, displays, and devices advertising activities conducted on the property upon which they 

6 are located; 

7 (d) signs, displays, and devices located in areas Wf!iefl that are zoned industrial or commercial by 

8 a bona fide state, county, or local zoning authority; 

9 (e) signs, displays, and devices located in unzoned commercial or industrial areas, which areas sl:!aU 

10 must be determined from actual land uses and by agreement between the department and the secretary 

11 and defined by rules adopted by the commission. The exception granted by this subsection sl:!aU is limited 

12 to two signs and may not apply to signs, displays, and devices located within an unzoned area in which 

13 the commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area has ceased for a period of 9 months. 

14 (fl signs or displays advertising the cultural exhibits of nonprofit historical or arts organizations if 

15 the signs or displays conform with the standards provided in Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, section 

16 750, subpart 8; or 

17 (g) signs that are consistent with the policy of this state and with the national policy set forth in 

18 23 U.S.C. 131 and the regulations promulgated tlciereuAaer under 23 U.S.C. 131 and that are designed to 

19 provide information in the specific interest of the traveling public as provided in 60-5-504, 60-5-505, 

20 60-5-511 through 60-5-513, and 60-5-519 through 60-5-521. 

21 (2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections ill(a), ill(d), and ill(e) ef {1) ef Hiis seotieA 

22 sl:!aU must conform with standards contained in and sl:!aU must boar permits required in rules Wf!iefl that 

23 are adopted by the commission and this part. 

24 (3) Outdoor advertising may not be erected or maintained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of 

25 the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area if~ the outdoor advertising 

26 is or was erected with the purpose of its message being read from ~ the main-traveled way and visible 

27 from &HeR the main-traveled way unless ~ the outdoor advertising meets the criteria of subsections 

28 ill(a), ill(b), or ill(c) ef I 1) of tlciis sootieA. Sic101oJla SloJOR If the outdoor advertising fl'leet meets saie that 

29 criteria, it sl:!aU must conform with standards contained in rules Wfliel=! that are adopted by the commission 

30 and with this part. 

~na Legislative council 
- 6 - SB 181 



54th Legislature S80181.04 

(4) AN OUTDOOR .A.DVERTISING STRUC'T URE IN AN LJNZONED COMMERCIAL. OR INDUSTRIAL 

2 AREA THAT IS LAWFULLY IN EXISTENCE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT], THAT MEETS THE 

3 SIZE REQUIREMENTS IN 75-15-113, BUT THAT EXCEEDS THE RESTRICTIONS IN SUBSECTION ( 1 )(El OF 

4 THIS SECTION: 

5 (Al MUST BE CLASSIFIED AS NONCONFORMING BY THE DEPARTMENT· 

6 (Bl MAY NOT BE INCREASED IN SIZE; 

7 IC) MAY BE MAINTAINED EACH YEAR IF THE VALUE OF THE MATERIALS USED IN THE 

8 MAINTENANCE DOES NOT EXCEED 75% OF THE VALUE OF ALL OF THE MATERIALS REQUIRED TO 

9 REPLACE THE SIGN NEW; AND 

10 (Dl MAY BE REPLACED, IF DAMAGED, AT UP TO AND INCLUDING 100% OF ITS REPLACEMENT 

11 COST." 

12 

13 Section 4. Section 75-15-113, MCA, is amended to road: 

14 "75-15-113. Standards for permitted advertising. Except for outdoor advertising beyond 660 foot 

15 of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of an urban area, 

16 outdoor advertising permitted under sutiseetiaAs H)(a) aAa (1)(o) of 75-15-11 l(llldl and (1\(el 5-flal! must 

17 conform to the following requirements: 

18 (1) Signs may not be erected or maintained wflief\ that exceed~ 672 square feet in area, 

19 including border and trim but excluding base or apron, supports, and other structural members. 

20 (2) Ma1EiA1uA1 lon§th, 60 Signs may not exceed 48 feet in length. 

21 (3) MaHiA1uA1 hoi§ht, 10 The maximum height of the sign structure, including the sign face, is 30 

22 feet, measured at a right angle from the surface of the roadway at the centerline of the interstate or primary 

23 highway OR 30 H!l,;T AS MEASURED FROM Tl-IE GROU~m. feet as F11easured froA1 tho ground or, tt-too 

24 si§A is attaeheEl to a strueturo, as A1oasured froA1 the ease of the si§n itself. 

25 (4) No more than two facings visible and readable from the same direction on the main-traveled 

26 way may be erected on any one sign structure. Whenever two facings are so positioned, neither Sfla!l may 

27 exceed 325 square feet. 

28 (5) Double-faced, back-to-back, and V-type signs shall tie are considered as to be a single sign or 

29 structure. 

30 16) WR0fe When two or more faces, back to back, are supported by separate structures, each SM++ 

~na Legislative councll 
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ee jJ? considered to be a single sign. 

2 {7) No two signs sflall may be spaced less than 500 feet apart adjacent to an interstate highway 

3 or limited-access primary highway, except that signs may be erected closer than 500 feet if they are 

4 separated by buildings or other obstructions in StlOO a manner that only one sign facing located within the 

5 ae&lffi 500-foot spacing distance is visible from the highway at any one time. 

6 (8) Signs may not be located within 500 feet of any of the following wfliefl that are adjacent to 

7 the highway unless the signs are in an incorporated area: 

8 (a) public parks; 

9 (b) public forests; 

10 (c) public playgrounds; 

11 (d) scenic areas designated as such by the department or other state agency having and exercising 

12 this authority; 

1 3 (el cemeteries. 

14 {91 A sign may not be located on an interstate highway or freeway within 500 feet of an 

1 5 interchange or intersection at 2 grade or rest area. The 500 feet is to be measured along the interstate or 

16 freeway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or entrance to the 

17 main-traveled way. 

18 ( 10) Signs may be illuminated, subject to the following restrictions: 

19 {a) Signs wfliefl that contain, include, or are illuminated by a flashing, intermittent, or moving light 

20 or lights are prohibited, except those giving public service information such as time, date, temperature, 

21 weather, or similar information. 

22 (bl Signs wfliefl that are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

23 directed at a portion of the traveled ways of the interstate or federal-aid primary highway, er whieh that 

24 are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle, 

25 or Wflt€fl that otherwise interfere with a driver's operation of a motor vehicle are prohibited. 

26 {c) A sign may not be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an 

27 official traffic sign, device, or signal. 

28 ( 11) The location of sign structures situated on the primary highways between streets, roads, or 

29 highways entering or intersecting the main-traveled way sflall must conform to the following minimum 

30 spacing criteria: 

~na Leg/stative Council 
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(al Wflefe When the distance between centerlines of intersecting streets or highways is less than 

2 1,000 feet, a minimum spacing between structures of 150 feet may be permitted between the intersecting 

3 streets or highways. 

4 (b) Wllere When the distance between centerlines ot intersecting streets or highways is 1,000 feet 

5 or more, minimum spacing between sign structures sJc\.all mus1 be 300 feet." 

6 

7 Section 5. Section 75-15-122, MCA, is amended to read: 

8 "75-15-122. Permits required·· identification tags -- preexisting structures -- fees. (1) 1fil A sign 

9 authorized by susseetions (al, (di, and (el of 75-1 5-1 1 1 ( 1 l (a), ( 1 l(d), and ( 1) (el may not be constructed 

10 or maintained without a permit. Applications for permits SflaH must be made to the department on forms 

11 furnished by it. The department shall require reasonable information to be furnished, including a statement 

12 that the owner or occupant of the land has consented to the erection or maintenance of the sign on the 

13 land. A permit must be obtained for each sign, and the application for the permit must be accompanied 

14 by af't a nonrefundable, initial fee e+-4-e. 

15 R+lli Permits SflaH must be issued for 3 years, assigned a permit number, and renewed every 3 

16 years thereafter after issuance upon payment of~ a fee without the filing of a new application. All fees 

17 received SflaH must be paid into the highway account in the state special revenue fund. 

18 (cl The fees described in subsections (1)(a) and (1)1b) are to be determined by the square footage 

19 of the sign face and established, by rule, by the department COMMISSION to cover the costs of 

20 administering and enforcing this section. 

21 ~Jll The department shall issue with each new permit a permanent identification tag not larger 

22 than 36 square inches whieR sl:lall that must be affixed to the sign in a position readily visible from the 

23 highway. 

24 f4}@ Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this ~;8ction, the department shall issue permits 

25 and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for a structure lawfully in existence 

26 on June 23, 1971, and the permits shall tl:leroafter must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed 

27 in this section unless the structure is removed for improper maintenance. 

28 +&tHl Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the department shall issue permits 

29 and identification tags upon application and payment of the requisite fee for outdoor advertising -lawfully 

30 in existence on June 23, 1971, and made nonconforming by virtue of 75-15-111 (3). and the permits SflaH 
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thereafter must be renewed for a period of time as is prescribed in this section unless the structure is 

2 removed for improper maintenance." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1996 ON PASSAGE AND 

5 APPROVAL. 

6 -END-
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