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4 OR AN AC~ ENTl'l}iD: REVISING PHYSICAL THERAPY LAWS; AUTHORIZING 

5 LICENSURE OF PHYSICAL TH ERA 1ST ASSISTANTS AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR LICENSURE; 

6 CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISING PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS, AIDES, AND 

7 STUDENTS; ESTABLISHING CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND 

8 ASSISTANTS BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, 37-11-105, 37-11-201, 37-11-203, 

9 37-11-301, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, 37-11-305, 37-11-306, 37-11-307, 37-11-308, 37-11-309, 

10 37-11-320, AND 37-11-321, MCA." 

11 

12 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

13 A statement of intent is required for this bill because it grants the board of physical therapy 

14 examiners rulemaking authority to establish continuing education requirements for a physical therapist and 

15 a physical therapy assistant to obtain a license renewal. In adopting rules, the board should conform to 

16 continuing education standards for similar professions. 

17 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

19 

20 Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this chapter, the following 

22 definitions apply: 

23 I 1) "Board" means the board of physical therapy examiners provided for ir> 2-15-1858. 

24 12) "Department" means the department of commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

25 13) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or 

26 revocation of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an applicant or licensee is to be 

27 determined by the board. 

28 14) "Physical therapist" or "physiotherapist" means a person who practices physical therapy. 

29 (5) "Physical therapist assistant" or "assistant" means a person who~ 

30 ifil is a graduate of an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the board~ 
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and who 

2 .(Ql assists a physical therapist in the practict! of physical therapy~ and whose aetivities require an 

3 uneerstandiA§ of 13h•(sieal thera13·( 

4 (cl is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

5 16) "Physical therapist assistant student" means a person who is enrolled in an accredited physical 

6 therapist assistant curriculum and who as part of the clinical and educational training is practicing under 

7 the supervision of a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

8 ill "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment, and instruction of human beings to detect, 

g assess, prevent, correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily malfunction and pain, injury, and any 

1 O bodily or mental conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed topical medications, and 

1 1 rehabilitative procedures for the purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical or mental 

12 disability. 

13 t++ifil "Physical therapy aide" or "aide" means a person who aids in the practice of physical 

14 therapy L aREI whose activities require on-the-job trainingL and superYisien who is supervised by a licensed 

15 physical therapist who FF11:1st be available for periodie oheeks during an•, proeedure er treetFAent involving 

16 a patient or a licensed physical therapist assistant as described in 37-11-105. 

17 +&tifil "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner", 

18 or "manual therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the above or any letters implying the 

19 above are equivalent terms-;-i!ft'f.,___A[)y reference to any one of #lefft the terms in this chapter includes the 

20 others but does not include certified corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

21 Mil.QJ. "Physical therapy student" or "physical therapy intern" means an individual who is enrolled 

22 in an accredited physical therapy curriculumL aREI who, as part of l=ttt. the individual's professional, 

23 educational, and clinical training, is practicing in a physical therapy setting under the direotion, guidanee, 

24 and ebserYatien of, and who is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

25 t+Ol-11.ll "Topical medications" means medications applied locally to the skin and includes only 

26 medications listed in 37-11-106(2) for which a prescription is required under state or federal law." 

27 

28 Section 2. Section 37-11-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "37-11-105. Supervision of physical therapist aooiotaRto assistant, physical therapy aide, physical 

30 therapy student, or physical therapist assistant student. ill A physical therapist assistant ffitlSt shall 

~na Le11l11tatl11e count:11 
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1 practice under the €lireet supervision of a licensed physical therapist who is responsible for and participates 

2 in a patient's care. This supervision requires the licensed physical therapist to make an onsite visit to the 

3 client at least once for every six visits made by the assistant or once every 2 weeks, whichever occurs first. 

4 (2) A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than two full-time assistants 

5 or the equivalent. This supervision does not require the presence of the assistant. 

6 (3) A physical therapy aide shall practice under the onsite supervision of a licensed physical 

7 therapist or a licensed assistant. A licensed assistant may not concurrently supervise more than one 

8 full-time aide or the equivalent. A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than 

9 four aides or the equivalent or two assistants and two aides or the equivalent. 

1 O (4) A physical therapy student or physical therapist assistant student shall practice with the onsite 

11 supervision of a licensed physical therapist." 

12 

13 Section 3. Section 37-11-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "37-11-201. General powers -- rulemaking power -- records. (1) The board may: 

15 (a) adopt rules to carry this chapter into effect; 

16 (b) grant, suspend, and revoke licenses; 

17 

18 

(c) issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of books and papers; 

afl0 

19 (d) take any other disciplinary action necessary to protect the public. 

20 (2) The board shall: 

21 (a) examine applicants for licenses three times a year at reasonable places and times determined 

22 by the board; 

23 (b) review the qualifications of applicants who are approved for examination for licensure; afle 

24 (c) conduct written examinations that measure the qualifications of individual applicants along with 

25 any oral or practical examinations when determined by the board to be appropriate~; and 

26 (d) adopt rules to establish continuing education requirements of at least 20 hours biennially for 

27 license renewal for physical therapists and assistants. 

28 (3) The department shall keep a record of the board's proceedings under this chapter and a register 

29 of persons licensed under it. The register must show the name of every ~ licensed physical therapist 

30 and licensed assistant, l=!i5 the therapist's or assistant's last-known place of business, and last-known place 

~~na Leolstat/1111 coundl 
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of residence, and the date of issue and the number of rus every license and certificate as-a issued to a 

2 licensed physical therapist or licensed assistant. 

3 (4) The department shall, during the month of April every year in which the renewal of licenses is 

4 required, compile a list of licensed physical therapists authorized to practice physical therapy in the state 

5 and shall mail, upon request, a copy of that list to the superintendent of every known hospital and every 

6 person licensed to practice medicine and surgery in the state. An interested person in the state is entitled 

7 to obtain a copy of the list on application to the department and payment of an amount not in excess of 

8 the cost of the list so furnisAed. 

9 (51 The department may change addresses and surnames on the licensee's records only on the 

1 O specific written request by the individual licensee." 

11 

12 Section 4. Section 37-11-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "37-11-203. Travel expense--deposit offees. 11) Each board member shall receive compensation 

14 and travel expenses as provided for in 37-1-133. 

15 121 All fees collected by the department ~ must be deposited in the state special revenue 

16 account for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101 (61. The department shall keep an accurate account 

17 of funds received and expenditures made from the account. 

18 13) TAO beard ef R'ledieal BlEOR'liAers st:iell traAsfer fuAds iA tl=lo state spooial FB'l'BAuo aooouAt 

1 9 eolleeteEI after JaRuary 1, 1979, ',Yhieh '"'BFB Eleri, BEi freR1 tl=le e11aR1iRatieR OREi li8BASUF8 OF reli0BASUFe of 

20 pl=lysieal theraf')ists iR this state ta tAB state speoial re•teRue aooouRt desigRateEI as tAB "physioal ther□ f')ist 

21 aeoeuRt"." 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 5. Section 37-11-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-301. License required for physical therapist and assistant -- YA111:11heFiHd unauthorized 

representation as licensed therapist. ( 1) A person may not practice or purport to practice physical therapy 

without first obtaining a license under the provisions of this chapter. 

ill A person who is not licensed under this chapter as a physical therapist. 9f whose license has 

been suspended or revoked. or whose license has lapsed and has not been revived and who uses ifl 

BOAAB0ti0A ',Yith his ABR'\8 the words or letters "L.P .T .", "Licensed Physical Therapist", "P. T.", "Physical 

Therapist", "R.P.T.", "Registered Physical Therapist", or any other letters, words, or insignia indicating or 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

implying that Re the person is a licensed physical therapist or who in any way, orally or in writing or in print 

or by sign, directly or by implication, re13rosonts tiimsolf as purports to be a physical therapist stiall be lE. 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(3) A person who is not licensed as a physical therapist assistant in· accordance with this chapter 

may not assist a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy." 

7 Section 6. Section 37-11-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

8 "37-11-303. Qualifications of applicants for license. ill To be eligible for a license as a physical 

9 therapist, an applicant must: 

10 f-Bifil be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

11 mru have graduated from an accredited school of physical therapy approved by the board; and 

12 ~J.£1 either: 

13 fat.ill pass to the satisfaction of the board a written examination prescribed by the board and, if 

14 considered necessary, an oral interview to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice as a physical 

1 5 therapist; or 

16 ™® be entitled to a license without examination under 37-11-307. 

17 (2l To be eligible for a physical therapist assistant license, an applicant must: 

18 (a) be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

19 (bl have graduated from an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the 

20 board: and 

21 (cl have passed a written examination prescribed by the board." 

22 

23 Section 7. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "37-11-304. Application for examination -- fee. ( 1) Unless entitled to a license under 37-11-307, 

25 a person who desires to be licensed as a physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant shall apply to 

26 the department in writing, on a form furnished by the department. Me The person shall: 

27 (a) omeoay in that a1313lioation provide evidence under oath, satisfactory to the board, of fits 

28 13ossossing having the qualifications preliminary to the examination required by 37-11-303; and 

29 (b) pay to the department at the time of filing fits the application a fee as established by the board 

30 by rule. The fee must be commensurate with the cost of the examination and its administration and .must 

~na Lfflslatlv• councu 
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be deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101(6). 

2 (2) Anyone failing to pass the required examination on A-is the first attempt is entitled to siHGf take 

3 a second examination and, if tfe the person fails the second examination, to 5it---4ef take a third 

4 examination." 

5 

6 Section 8. Section 37-11-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "37-11-305. Examination--scope. The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, examine applicants 

8 for licenses as physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, at times and places the board 

9 determines. The examinations SflaU must embrace subjects the board considers necessary to determine 

1 O the applicant's fitness." 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 9. Section 37-11-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-306. Issuance of license -- certificate as evidence. The department shall lieenso as a 

pAysieal tAorapist issue a license to each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board A-is the 

applicant's fitness for a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license under this chapter. The 

department shall also issue to each person licensed person a license certificate, which is prima facie 

evidence of tJ:½e that person's right of tAe jlerson to .,..,Rem it is issueEI to rejlrosont lciimself to practice and 

advertise as a licensed physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant, subject to the conditions and 

limitations of this chapter." 

Section 10. Section 37-11-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-307. Applicants licensed in other states. The board may, in its discretion, authorize the 

department to issue a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license as a llA';sieal tlcierajlist, 

without examination, on the payment of the required fee as established by the board, to an applicant f&f 

lieonso who is a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed under the laws of another state 

or territory if the applicant has met the same requirements as applicants licensed by examination under this 

chapter. TAeso aj!plisants wlcie lciave Ileen An applicant licensed in another state or territory by examination 

other than the examination recognized under this chapter may be considered for licensure by the board if 

the requirements for a physical therapy license or a physical therapist assistant license in the state or 

territory in which the applicant was tested were at least equal to those requirements in force in this state 

~na Ler1l•latl11e Coundl 
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1 at that time. However, the board may require a written, oral, or practical examination and may require 

2 continued study or refresher courses." 

3 

4 Section 11. Section 37-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "37-11-308. Annual renewal of license -- fee. A licensed physical therapist and a licensed physical 

6 therapist assistant shall, during January, apply to the department for a license renewal ef his lieeAse and 

7 pay a fee whieh shall 13e set by board rule. A license that is not renewed before April every year 

8 automatically lapses. The board may, in its discretion, revive and renew a lapsed license on the payment 

9 of all past unpaid renewal fees or a late renewal fee." 

10 

11 Section 12. Section 37-11-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "37-11-309. Temporary license. (1) On payment to the department of a fee whieh shall ea set 

13 by board rule and the submission of a written application on forms provided by it the board, the department 

14 shall issue, without examination, a temporary license to practice physical therapy in this state for a period 

15 not to exceed 1 year to a person who meets the qualifications set forth in 37-11-303, on submission by 

16 the person of evidence satisfactory to the board that 1'le the person is in this state on a temporary basis to 

17 assist in a case of medical emergency or to engage in a special physical therapy project. 

18 12) The board may, upon receipt of an application for examination and upon receipt of a temporary 

19 license fee not to exceed $100, issue a temporary license to a person who has applied for a license under 

20 this chapter and who is, in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination provided for in 

21 37-11-303. This applicant ~ shall work under the eireotieA, §UiElaAee, aAEl el3servatioA onsite 

22 supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This temporary license is available to an applicant only with 

23 respect to l=lie the applicant's first application. The temporary license s"1all ei1,iire expires when the board 

24 makes a final determination on the applicant's examination scores. 

25 (3) The board may require an oral interview of all persons applying for a temporary license. 

26 (4) The board shall adopt necessary and reasonable rules governing the procedures for applying 

27 and issuing temporary licenses." 

28 

29 Section 13. Section 37-11-320, MCA, is amended to read: 

30 "37-11-320. Duty to report violations -- immunity from liability. { 1) Notwithstanding any provision 

~na LflfllSlatlVfl COUncll 
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of state law regarding the confidentiality of health care information, a physical therapist or physical 

2 therapist assistant shall report to the board any information that appears to show that another physical 

3 therapist or physical therapist assistant is: 

4 (a) mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of physical therapy-; or practice 

5 as an assistant; or 

6 (b) guilty of any act, omission, or condition that is grounds for disciplinary action under 3 7-11-321. 

7 (2) There is no liability on the part of and no cause of action may arise against a physical therapist 

8 or a physical therapist assistant who in good faith provides information to the board as required by 

9 subsection ( 1)." 

10 

11 Section 14. Section 37-11-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "37-11-321. Refusal to issue or renew license. The board, after due notice and hearing, may 

13 refuse to license any applicant, and may refuse to renew, may suspend, may revoke, or may take lesser 

14 disciplinary action on the license of any licensed person who: 

1 5 ( 1) is habitually intoxicated or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs; 

16 (2) has been convicted of violating any state c,r federal narcotic law, subject to chapter 1, part 2, 

1 7 of this title; 

18 (3) is, in the judgment of the board, guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct as defined by 

1 9 board rule; 

20 (4) has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude, subject to chapter 1, part 2, of this 

21 title; 

22 {5) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of gross negligence in flis the practice as a 13Aysieal 

2 3 tA0Fa13ist of physical therapy or practice as an assistant; 

24 {6) has obtained or attempted to obtain licensure by fraud or material misrepresentation; 

25 {7) has been declared to be seriously mentally ill by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not 

26 tAeFeaheF been released from treatment and declared not to be seriously mentally ill; 

27 (8) has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of human beings otherwise than by physical therapy; 

28 (9) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of conduct unbecoming a person licensed as a physical 

29 therapist or assistant or of conduct detrimental to the best interests of the public; or 

30 { 10) has practiced physical therapy or has practiced as an assistant beyond the scope and limitation 
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of His the person's training and education." 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0171, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act revising physical therapy laws; authorizing licensure of physical therapist 
assistants and establishing standards for licensure; clarifying requirements for 
supervising physical therapist assistants, aides, and students; establishing continuing 
education requirements for physical therapists and assistants by rule. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Approximately 25 initial applicants will qualify as physical therapist assistants in 

FY96 and 3 new applicants in FY97. 
2. Approximately 700 licensees will be required to comply with continuing education 

requirements. 
3. Revenues are projected to increase $2,575 in FY96 and $925 in FY97. 
4. Fiscal impact will be minimal and can be absorbed in the budget recommendation 

contained in the Executive Budget. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenues: 
Application Fees 
Examination & License Fees 
Renewal Fees 

Total 

Physical Therapists SSR (02) 

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY96 
Difference 

1,650 
300 
~ 
2,575 

2,575 

FY97 
Difference 

0 
300 
625 
925 

925 

EVE FRANKLIN, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fiscal Note for SB0171, as introduced 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0171. third reading 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act revising physical therapy laws; authorizing licensure of physical therapist 
assistants and establishing standards for licensure; clarifying requirements for 
supervising physical therapist assistants, aides, and students; establishing continuing 
education requirements for physical therapists and assistants by rule. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. Approximately 

in FY96 and 3 
Approximately 
requirements. 

25 initial applications will qualify as physical therapist assistants 
new applicants in FY97. 
700 licensees will be required to comply with continuing education 2. 

3. 
4. 

Revenues are projected to increase by $2,575 in FY96 and $925 in FY97. 
Operating expenses for contracted services, printing, postage and mailing are 
anticipated to increase by $6,000 in each year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Operating Expenses 

Funding: 
Physical Therapists SSR (02) 

Revenues: 
Application Fees 
Examination & License Fees 
Renewal Fees 

Total 

Net Impact: 
Physical Therapists SSR (02) 

DAVE L_EWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

FY96 
Difference 

6,000 

6,000 

1,650 
300 
~ 
2,575 

(3,425) 

FY97 
Difference 

6,000 

6,000 

0 
300 
625 
925 

(5,075) 

~ t I / ~, IN ' -~ 
Lu-e ~r-~/,.J)__L,-- "'-> 1 I) 1 c/s 
EVE FRANKLlN, PRIMARY SPONSOR / 'D~E 

/ 
Fiscal N6te for SB171, third reading 
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APPROVED BY COM ON PUBLIC 
HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY 

AUTHORIZING 

5 LICENSURE OF PHYSICAL TH ERA 1ST ASSISTANTS AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR LI CENSURE; 

6 CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISING PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS, AIDES, AND 

7 STUDENTS; ESTABLISHING CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND 

8 ASSISTANTS BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, 37-11-105, 37-11-201, 37-11-203, 

9 37-11-301, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, 37-11-305, 37-11-306, 37-11-307, 37-11-308, 37-11-309, 

10 37-11-320, AND 37-11-321, MCA." 

11 

12 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

13 A statement of intent is required for this bill because it grants the board of physical therapy 

14 examiners rulemaking authority to establish continuing education requirements for a physical therapist and 

15 a physical therapy assistant to obtain a license renewal. In adopting rules, the board should conform to 

16 continuing education standards for similar professions. 

17 

18 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

19 

20 Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

21 "37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this chapter, the following 

22 definitions apply: 

23 (1) "Board" means the board of physical therapy examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

24 (2) "Department" means the department of commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

25 (3) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or 

26 revocation of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an applicant or licensee is to be 

27 determined by the board. 

28 (4) "Physical therapist" or "physiotherapist" means a person who practices physical therapy. 

29 (5) "Physical therapist assistant" or "assistant" means a person who~ 

30 lJtl is a graduate of an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the board~ 

~'!!Ina Le11/slatlve caundl 
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aAd whe 

2 iJll assists a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy~ and whese aoti¥ities reeiuire an 

3 understarnJiAg of 13h·rsieal thera13y 

4 (c) is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

5 (6) "Physical therapist assistant student" means a person who is enrolled in an accredited physical 

6 therapist assistant curriculum and who as part of the clinical and educational training is practicing under 

7 the supervision of a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

8 ill "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment, and instruction of human beings to detect, 

9 assess, prevent, correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily malfunction and pain, injury, and any 

1 0 bodily or mental conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed topical medications, and 

11 rehabilitative procedures for tho purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical or mental 

1 2 disability. 

13 f-7-Hfil "Physical therapy aide" or "aide" means a person who aids in the practice of physical 

14 therapyL aR4¼ whose activities require on-the-job trainingL and su11er¥isioA who is supervised by a licensed 

15 physical therapist who must ae a¥ailaale for Jleriedie 1ihe □ks duriA!! aA~· J3r□ e□dure or tFeatmeAt in~· □ I¥iAg 

16 a 11atieAt or a licensed physical therapist assistant as described in 37-11-105. 

17 t8l-ifil "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner", 

18 or "manual therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the above or any letters implying the 

19 above are equivalent terms-;--ilA','.,___&}y reference to any one of~ the terms in this chapter includes the 

20 others but does not include certified corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

21 +91-i.1.Ql "Physical therapy student" or "physical therapy intern" means an individual who is enrolled 

22 in an accredited physical therapy curriculumL aR4¼ who, as part of fti& the individual's professional, 

23 educational, and clinical training, is practicing in a physical therapy setting uAder the direetioA, !!Uidanee, 

24 a Ad oasor>,atioA ef, and who is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

25 t+Gl-illl "Topical medications" means medications applied locally to the skin and includes only 

26 medications listed in 37-11-106(2) for which a prescription is required under state or federal law." 

27 

28 Section 2. Section 37-11-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "37-11-105. Supervision of physical therapist aB&iataAte assistant, physical therapy aide, physical 

30 therapy student, or physical therapist assistant student. ill A physical therapist assistant fflt:l5t shall 
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practice under the 0#e&t supervision of a licensed physical therapist who is responsible for and participates 

2 in a patient's care. This supervision requires the licensed physical therapist to make an onsite visit to the 

3 client at least once for every six visits made by the assistant or once every 2 weeks, whichever occurs first. 

4 12) A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than two full-time assistants 

5 or the equivalent. This supervision does not require the presence of the assistant. 

6 (3) A physical therapy aide shall practice under the onsite supervision of a licensed physical 

7 therapist or a licensed assistant. A licensed assistant may not concurrently supervise more than one 

8 full-time aide or the equivalent. A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than 

9 four aides or the equivalent or two assistants and two aides or the equivalent. 

1 O (4) A physical therapy student or physical therapist assistant student shall practice with the onsite 

11 supervision of a licensed physical therapist." 

12 

13 Section 3. Section 37-11-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "37-11-201. General powers -- rulemaking power -- records. (11 The board may: 

1 5 la) adopt rules to carry this chapter into effect; 

16 (b) grant, suspend, and revoke licenses; 

17 (c) issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of books and papers; 

18 afl4 

19 (d) take any other disciplinary action necessary to protect the public. 

20 12) The board shall: 

21 (a) examine applicants for licenses three times a year at reasonable places and times determined 

22 by the board; 

23 (b) review the qualifications of applicants who are approved for examination for licensure; afle 

24 (c) conduct written examinations that measure the qualifications of individual applicants along with 

25 any oral or practical examinations when determined by the board to be appropriate-,; and 

26 (d) adopt rules to establish continuing education requirements of at least 20 hours biennially for 

27 license renewal for physical therapists and assistants. 

28 13) The department shall keep a record of the board's proceedings under this chapter and a register 

29 of persons licensed under it. The register must show the name of every ~ licensed physical therapist 

30 and licensed assistant, Ri6 the therapist's or assistant's last-known place of business, and last-known place 

~na Ler,tslattve Coundl 
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of residence, and the date of issue and the number of Ats every license and certificate as-a issued to a 

2 licensed physical therapist or licensed assistant. 

3 (4) The department shall, during the month of April every year in which the renewal of licenses is 

4 required, compile a list of licensed physical therapists authorized to practice physical therapy in the state 

5 and shall mail, upon request, a copy of that list to the superintendent of every known hospital and every 

6 person licensed to practice medicine and surgery in the state. An interested person in the state is entitled 

7 to obtain a copy of the list on application to the department and payment of an amount not in excess of 

8 the cost of the list se ftiFRishee. 

9 (5) The department may change addresses and surnames on the licensee's records only on the 

1 O specific written request by the individual licensee." 

1 1 

12 Section 4. Section 37-11-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "37-11-203. Travel expense--depositof fees. ( 1) Each board member shall receive compensation 

14 and travel expenses as provided for in 37-1-133. 

15 (2) All fees collected by the department &htltl must be deposited in the state special revenue 

16 account for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101 (6). The department shall keep an accurate account 

1 7 of funds received and expenditures made from the account. 

18 {3) The eeard ef FRedieal e1iaFRiAers shall HoAsfer fuAds iA the state s13eeial FeYeAue aeeeuAt 

19 eelleotea aher JaAuary 1, 1979, .,..,hieA '"''ere EioriYeEi freFA tAe enaFAiAatieR aAd lisoAsure SF relieensuro sf 

20 13hysieal thora13ists iA this state te tho state s13eoial re¥eAue aeeeuAt Eiesi!jAatoe as the "13h;·sieal therapist 

21 aooount"." 

22 

23 Section 5. Section 37-11-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "37-11-301. License required for physical therapist and assistant - UAe11theri;eeEl unauthorized 

25 representation as licensed therapist. ( 1) A person may not practice or purport to practice physical therapy 

26 without first obtaining a license under the provisions of this chapter. 

27 ill A person who is not licensed under this chapter as a physical therapistL 6f' whose license has 

28 been suspended or revokedi or whose license has lapsed and has not been revived and who uses if¼ 

29 eeAAeetieA with Ais Aarne the words or letters "L.P.T.", "Licensed Physical Therapist", "P.T.", "Physical 

30 Therapist", "R.P .T.", "Registered Physical Therapist", or any other letters, words, or insignia indicating or 

~na U111/slatlve Counc:11 
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1 implying that fie the person is a licensed physical therapist or who in any way, orally or in writing or in print 

2 or by sign, directly or by implication, reproseA~s l=tiR'lself as purports to be a physical therapist sl=tall be ~ 

3 guilty of a misdemeanor. 

4 13) A person who is not licensed as a physical therapist assistant in accordance with this chapter 

5 may not assist a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy." 

6 

7 Section 6. Section 37-11-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

8 "37-11-303. Qualifications of applicants for license. ill To be eligible for a license as a physical 

9 therapist, an applicant must: 

1 O WJ.fil be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

11 Wil!l. have graduated from an accredited school of physical therapy approved by the board; and 

1 2 WJ.£1 either: 

13 +al-ill pass to the satisfaction of the board a written examination prescribed by the board and, if 

14 considered necessary, an oral interview to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice as a physical 

15 therapist; or 

16 +eHill be entitled to a license without examination under 37-11-307. 

17 (2) To be eligible for a physical therapist assistant license, an applicant must: 

18 (al be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

19 (b) have graduated from an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the 

20 board; and 

21 (cl have passed a written examination prescribed by the board." 

22 

23 Section 7. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "37-11-304. Application for examination -- fee. ( 1 l Unless entitled to a license under 37-11-307, 

25 a person who desires to be licensed as a physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant shall apply to 

26 the department in writing, on a form furnished by the department. Me The person shall: 

27 (a) efftl3Bel\1 iR tl=tat applioatieR provide evidence under oath, satisfactory to the board, of flis 

28 posseesiRg having the qualifications preliminary to the examination required by 37-11-303; and 

29 (b) pay to the department at the time of filing l=lis the application a fee a& established by the board 

30 by rule. The fee must be commensurate with the cost of the examination and its administration and .must 

~na L11111s1atlve Count:/1 
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be deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101 (6). 

2 (2) Anyone failing to pass the required examination on His the first attempt is entitled to~ take 

3 a second examination and, if l:le the person fails the second examination, to si+--4et take a third 

4 examination." 

5 

6 Section 8. Section 37-11-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "37-11-305. Examination --scope. The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, examine applicants 

8 for licenses as physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, at times and places the board 

9 determines. The examinations ~ must embrace subjects the board considers necessary to determine 

1 O the applicant's fitness." 

11 

12 Section 9. Section 37-11-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "37-11-306. Issuance of license -- certificate as evidence. The department shall lieeAso as a 

14 pl:lysioal tl:lempist issue a license to each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board fli5 the 

15 applicant's fitness for a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license under this chapter. The 

16 department shall also issue to each perseA licensed person a license certificate, which is prima facie 

17 evidence of t-Ae that person's right ef tRe perseA to '"''ROffi it is issues to roprosoAt Riffisolf to practice and 

18 advertise as a licensed physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant, subject to the conditions and 

19 limitations of this chapter." 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 1 0. Section 37-11-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-307. Applicants licensed in other states. The board may, in its discretion, authorize the 

department to issue a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license as a pl:l~·sioal tl:lorapist, 

without examination, on the payment of the required fee as established by the board, to an applicant fef 

liooAso who is a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed under the laws of another state 

or territory if the applicant has met the same requirements as applicants licensed by examination under this 

chapter. Tl:leso apJ!lieaRts wl:le RBYB eeeA An applicant licensed in another state or territory by examination 

other than the examination recognized under this chapter may be considered for licensure by the board if 

the requirements for a physical therapy license or a physical therapist assistant license in the state or 

territory in which the applicant was tested were at least equal to those requirements in force in this state 

~n• LIIOl•latlv• Count:11 
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at that time. However, the board may require a written, oral, or practical examination and may require 

2 continued study or refresher courses." 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Section 11. Section 3 7-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-308. Annual renewal of license -- fee. A licensed physical therapist and a licensed physical 

therapist assistant shall, during January, apply to the department for a license renewal of his lieoAso and 

pay a fee whioh shall tie set by board rule. A license that is not renewed before April every year 

automatically lapses. The board may, in its discretion, revive and renew a lapsed license on the payment 

of all past unpaid renewal fees or a late renewal fee." 

11 Section 12. Section 37-11-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "37-11-309. Temporary license. (1) On payment to the department of a fee whieh shall ae set 

13 by board rule and the submission of a written application on forms provided by it the board, the department 

14 shall issue, without examination, a temporary license to practice physical therapy in this state for a period 

15 not to exceed 1 year to a person who meets the qualifications set forth in 37-11-303, on submission by 

16 the person of evidence satisfactory to the board that Re the person is in this state on a temporary basis to 

1 7 assist in a case of medical emergency or to engage in a special physical therapy project. 

18 (2) The board may, upon receipt of an application for examination and upon receipt of a temporary 

19 license fee not to exceed $100, issue a temporary license to a person who has applied for a license under 

20 this chapter and who is, in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination provided for in 

21 37-11-303. This applicant ffil:ltHi shall work under the eireel:ieA, 9uielaAee, aAe eeser11atieA onsite 

22 supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This temporary license is available to an applicant only with 

23 respect to !=Ii& the applicant's first application. The temporary license shall BMf3iFe expires when the board 

24 makes a final determination on the applicant's examination scores. 

25 (3) The board may require an oral interview of all persons applying for a temporary license. 

26 (4) The board shall adopt necessary and reasonable rules governing the procedures for applying 

27 and issuing temporary licenses.• 

28 

29 

30 

Section 13. Section 37-11-320, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-320. Duty to report violations ·· immunity from liability. ( 1 ) Notwithstanding any provision 

~n• Ler,tslatlve Coundl 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

of state law regarding the confidentiality of health care information, a physical therapist or physical 

therapist assistant shall report to the board any information that appears to show that another physical 

therapist or physical therapist assistant is: 

(a) mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of physical therapy;- or practice 

as an assistant; or 

(bl guilty of any act, omission, or condition that is grounds for disciplinary action under 3 7-11-321. 

(2) There is no liability on the part of and no cause of action may arise against a physical therapist 

or a physical therapist assistant who in good faith provides information to the board as required by 

subsection ( 1 ) . " 

Section 14. Section 37-11-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-321. Refusal to issue or renew license. The board, after due notice and hearing, may 

refuse to license any applicant, and may refuse to renew, may suspend, may revoke, or may take lesser 

disciplinary action on the license of any licensed person who: 

( 1) is habitually intoxicated or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs; 

(2) has been convicted of violating any state or federal narcotic law, subject to chapter 1, part 2, 

of this title; 

(3) is, in the judgment of the board, guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct as defined by 

board rule; 

(4) has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude, subject to chapter 1, part 2, of this 

title; 

(5) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of gross negligence in !=Ii& the practice as a 19A'!'Sieal 

ti'lern19iet of physical therapy or practice as an assistant; 

16) has obtained or attempted to obtain licensure by fraud or material misrepresentation; 

17) has been declared to be seriously mentally ill by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not 

tAeFeafter been released from treatment and declared not to be seriously mentally ill; 

18) has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of human beings otherwise than by physical therapy; 

(9) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of conduct unbecoming a person licensed as a physical 

therapist or assistant or of conduct detrimental to the best interests of the public; or 

110) has practiced physical therapy or has practiced as an assistant beyond the scope and limitation 

~na L1111lslattv11 Coundl 
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of Ris the person's training and education." 

2 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 171 

2 INTRODUCED BY FRANKLIN, BOHLINGER, MCKEE, BURNETT, TASH, CHRISTIAENS, HIBBARD, 

3 JENKINS, WILSON, HARPER, COCCHIARELLA, SQUIRES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PHYSICAL THERAPY LAWS; AUTHORIZING 

6 LICENSURE OF PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSIST ANTS AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR LICENSURE; 

7 CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISING PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS, AIDES, AND 

8 STUDENTS; ESTABLISHING CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND 

9 ASSISTANTS BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, 37-11-105, 37-11-201, 37-11-203, 

10 37-11-301, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, 37-11-305, 37-11-306, 37-11-307, 37-11-308, 37-11-309, 

11 37-11-320, AND 37-11-321, MCA." 

12 

13 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

14 A statement of intent is required for this bill because it grants the board of physical therapy 

15 examiners rulemaking authority to establish continuing education requirements for a physical therapist and 

16 a physical therapy assistant to obtain a license renewal. In adopting rules, the board should conform to 

17 continuing education standards for similar professions. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-11-101 , MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this chapter, the following 

23 definitions apply: 

24 (1) "Board" means the board of physical therapy examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

25 (2) "Department" means the department of commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

26 (3) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or 

27 revocation of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an applicant or licensee is to be 

28 determined by the board. 

29 (4) "Physical therapist" or "physiotherapist" means a person who practices physical therapy. 

30 (5) "Physical therapist assistant" or "assistant" means a person who~ 

~na Legislative coundl 
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ifil is a graduate of an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the board~ 

2 aRd .,,.he 

3 iQl assists a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy BUT WHO MAY NOT MAKE 

4 EVALUATIONS OR DESIGN TREATMENT PLANS; and whese aeti',•itios FOE!UiFe aA UAdOFStaRdiA€1 of 13hysieal 

5 the,a13y 

6 (cl is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

7 (6) "Physical therapist assistant student" means a person who is enrolled in an accredited physical 

8 therapist assistant curriculum and who as part of the clinical and educational training is practicing under 

9 the supervision of a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

10 ill "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment, and instruction of human beings to detect, 

11 assess, prevent, correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily malfunction and pain, injury, and any 

12 bodily or mental conditions by the use of therapeutic exorcise, prescribed topical medications, and 

13 rehabilitative procedures for the purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical or mental 

14 disability. 

15 f+H.fil "Physical therapy aide" or "aide" means a person who aids in the practice of physical 

16 therapyL aR4 whose activities require on-the-job trainingL and su130FvisieR who is supervised by a licensed 

17 physical therapist whe must i=le a•,ailai=lle for 130Fieeio oheel1s EluFiAg aA>; 13Foeeeure oF tFeatFAeRt iR•,olYiRg 

18 a 13ati0Rt or a licensed physical therapist assistant as described in 37-11-105. 

19 f&}ifil "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner", 

20 or "manual therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the above or any letters implying the 

21 above are equivalent termsj-afl'f.....A!:J.y reference to any one of tffeffi tho terms in this chapter includes the 

22 others but does not include certified corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

23 f8+11.QJ. "Physical therapy student" or "physical therapy intern" means an individual who is enrolled 

24 in an accredited physical therapy curriculumL aR4 who, as part of fiis the individual's professional, 

25 educational, and clinical training, is practicing in a physical therapy setting uAEler tl=io elireotieA, guiElaAee, 

26 aREI oi=lseP,atioR of, and who is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

27 Hmilll "Topical medications" means medications applied locally to the skin and includes only 

28 medications listed in 37-11-106(2) for which a prescription is required under state or federal law." 

29 

30 Section 2. Section 37-11-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

~na Legislative coundl 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

"37-11-105. Supervision of physical therapist aeeistaAts assistant, physical therapy aide, physical 

therapy student, or physical therapist assistant student. ill A physical therapist assistant ffiHSt shall 

practice under the 4feet supervision of a licensed physical therapist who is responsible for and participates 

in a patient's care. This supervision requires the licensed physical therapist to make an onsite visit to the 

client at least once for every six visits made by the assistant or once every 2 weeks, whichever occurs first. 

(2) A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than two full-time assistants 

or the equivalent. This supervision does not require the presence of the assistant. 

(3) A physical therapy aide shall practice under the onsite supervision of a licensed physical 

therapist or a licensed assistant. A licensed assistant may not concurrently supervise more than one 

full-time aide or the equivalent. A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than 

four aides or the equivalent or two assistants and two aides or the equivalent. 

/ 4) A physical therapy student or physical therapist assistant student shall practice with the on site 

supervision of a licensed physical therapist." 

aAe 

Section 3. Section 37-11-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-201. General powers -- rulemaking power -- records. (1) The board may: 

(a) adopt rules to carry this chapter into effect; 

(b) grant, suspend, and revoke licenses; 

(cl issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of books and papers; 

(d) take any other disciplinary action necessary to protect the public. 

(2) The board shall: 

(a) examine applicants for licenses three times a year at reasonable places and times determined 

by the board; 

(b) review the qualifications of applicants who are approved for examination for licensure; aAEi 

(cl conduct written examinations that measure the qualifications of individual applicants along with 

any oral or practical examinations when determined by the board to be appropriate,.; and 

(d) adopt rules to establish continuing education requirements of at least 20 hours biennially for 

license renewal for physical therapists and assistants. 

(3) The department shall keep a record of the board's proceedings under this chapter and a register 

~na Leg/slat/ve t:ounc/1 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

of persons licensed under it. The register must show the name of every ltYif:lft licensed physical therapist 

and licensed assistant, 1'lis the therapist's or assistant's last-known place of business, anc.:_ last-known place 

of residence, and the date of issue and the number of 1'lis every license and certificate as-a issued to a 

licensed physical therapist or licensed assistant. 

14) The department shall, during the month of April every year in which the renewal of licenses is 

required, compile a list of licensed physical therapists authorized to practice physical therapy in the state 

and shall mail, upon request, a copy of that list to the superintendent of every known hospital and every 

person licensed to practice medicine and surgery in the state. An interested person in the state is entitled 

to obtain a copy of the list on application to the department and payment of an amount not in excess of 

the cost of the list se f1:1FRisl:ies. 

15) The department may change addresses and surnames on the licensee's records only on the 

specific written request by the individual licensee." 

14 Section 4. Section 37-11-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "37-11-203. Travel expense--depositoffees. 11) Each board member shall receive compensation 

16 and travel expenses as provided for in 37-1-133. 

17 12) All fees collected by the department sl:½all must be deposited in the state special revenue 

18 account for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101(61. The department shall keep an accurate account 

19 of funds received and expenditures made from _the account. 

20 13) Tl:ie bears ef FfleSieal 011aFRiRBFS sl:iall tFaRsfeF fl:IRSS iA ti:ie state speeial FBYBAl:IB aeeo1:1At 

21 eolleetos ahoF JaRl:laFy 1, 1070, 'NRiBR 'NBFB SBFi'rBS fFOFfl tl:ie BIEBFfliRatiBA BAS lieeRSl:IFB BF FelieeRSl:IFB sf 

22 J)R';Bieal tAeFapists iR t"1is state te tl:ie sMte speoial Fe¥eR1:1e aeeo1:1At sesi!!Rates as t"1e "J)A';Sieal t"1ern1=1ist 

23 aeee1:1Rt"." 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 5. Section 37-11-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-301. License required for physical therapist and assistant -- Yna11tl'la,i;eeEI unauthorized 

representation as licensed therapist. ( 1) A person may not practice or purport to practice physical therapy 

without first obtaining a license under the provisions of this chapter. 

Jll. A person who is not licensed under this chapter as a physical therapist, el' whose license has 

been suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed and has not been revived and who uses ifl 

~na Legislative COuncll 
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2 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

eeRReetieR with his Rama the words or letters "L.P.T.", "Licensed Physical Therapist", "P.T.", "Physical 

Therapist", "R.P.T.", "Registered Physical Therapist", or any other letters, words, or insignia indicating or 

implying that 1'le the person is a licensed physical therapist or who in any way, orally or in writing or in print 

or by sign, directly or by implication, represeRts himself as purports to be a physical therapist shall se ~ 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(3) A person who is not licensed as a physical therapist assistant in accordance with this chapter 

may not assist a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy.• 

Section 6. Section 37-11-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-303. Qualifications of applicants for license. ill To be eligible for a license as a physical 

therapist, an applicant must: 

+-BM be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

~Hhl. have graduated from an accredited school of physical therapy approved by the board; and 

~1£1 either: 

fa+ill. pass to the satisfaction of the board a written examination prescribed by the board and, if 

considered necessary, an oral interview to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice as a physical 

therapist; or 

AAllil be entitled to a license without examination under 37-11-307. 

(2) To be eligible for a physical therapist assistant license. an applicant must: 

(a) be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

(bl have graduated from an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the 

board; and 

(c) have passed a written examination prescribed by the board." 

Section 7. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-304. Application for examination -- fee. 11) Unless entitled to a license under 37-11-307, 

a person who desires to be licensed as a physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant shall apply to 

the department in writing, on a form furnished by the department. I-le The person shall: 

la) emsea•1 iR that applieatieR provide evidence under oath, satisfactory to the board, of His 

pessessiR!l having the qualifications preliminary to the examination required by 37-11-303; and 

~na Ler,lslatlve councn 
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(b) pay to the department at the time of filing l=lis the application a fee as established by the board 

2 by rule. The fee must be commensurate with the cost of the examination and its administration and must 

3 be deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101(6). 

4 (2) Anyone failing to pass the required examination on l=lis the first attempt is entitled to SH--fef take 

5 a second examination and, if fie the person fails the second examination, to sit--fef take a third 

6 examination." 

7 

8 Section 8. Section 37-11-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "37-11-305. Examination --scope. The department shall, subjectto 37-1-101, examine applicants 

1 O for licenses as physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. at times and places the board 

11 determines. The examinations &AaU must embrace subjects the board considers necessary to determine 

1 2 the applicant's fitness." 

13 

14 Section 9. Section 37-11-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "37-11-306. Issuance of license -- certificate as evidence. The department shall lieense as a 

16 13R,ysieal tReFafliSt issue a license to each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board l=lis the 

17 applicant's fitness for a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license under this chapter. The 

18 department shall also issue to each fl0reon licensed person a license certificate, which is prima facie 

19 evidence of #le that person's right ef tRe 13eFsen te WROFA it is isslleEl to re13Fesent Rirnselt to practice and 

20 advertise as a licensed physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant, subject to the conditions and 

21 limitations of this chapter.• 

22 

23 Section 10. Section 37-11-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "37-11-307. Applicants licensed in other states. The board may, in its discretion, authorize the 

25 department to issue a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license as a flRVsieal theraflist, 

26 without examination, on the payment of the required fee as established by the board, to an applicant fef-

27 lie8ff50 who is a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed under the laws of another state 

28 or territory if the applicant has met the same requirements as applicants licensed by examination under this 

29 chapter. Those Bfllllieants whe ha¥e Ileen An applicant licensed in another state or territory by examination 

30 other than the examination recognized under this chapter may be considered for licensure by the board if 

~~na Le11lstatlve coundl 
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1 the requirements for a physical therapy license or a physical therapist assistant license in the state or 

2 territory in which the applicant was tested were at least equal to those requirements in force in this state 

3 at that time. However, the board may require a written, oral, or practical examination and may require 

4 continued study or refresher courses." 

5 

6 Section 11. Section 37-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "37-11-308. Annual renewal of license -- fee. A licensed physical therapist and a licensed physical 

8 therapist assistant shall, during January, apply to the department for a license renewal af his lioense and 

9 pay a fee whieh shall be set by board rule. A license that is not renewed before April every year 

10 automatically lapses. The board may, in its discretion, revive and renew a lapsed license on the payment 

11 of all past unpaid renewal fees or a late renewal fee." 

12 

13 Section 12. Section 37-11-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "37-11-309. Temporary license. ( 1) On payment to the department of a fee whieh shall be set 

15 by board rule and the submission of a written application on forms provided by it the board, the department 

16 shall issue, without examination, a temporary license to practice physical therapy in this state for a period 

17 not to exceed 1 year to a person who meets the qualifications set forth in 37-11-303, on submission by 

18 the person of evidence satisfactory to the board that M the person is in this state on a temporary basis to 

19 assist in a case of medical emergency or to engage in a special physical therapy project. 

20 (2) The board may, upon receipt of an application for examination and upon receipt of a temporary 

21 license fee not to exceed $100, issue a temporary license to a person who has applied for a license under 

22 this chapter and who is, in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination provided for in 

23 37-11-303. This applicant ffittst shall work under the elireetion, 111,1ielanoe, anel aboerYatien onsite 

24 supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This temporary license is available to an applicant only with 

25 respect to Ai& the applicant's first application. The temporary license shall e1E13iro expires when the board 

26 makes a final determination on the applicant's examination scores. 

27 (3) The board may require an oral interview of all persons applying for a temporary license. 

28 (4) The board shall adopt necessary and reasonable rules governing the procedures for applying 

29 and issuing temporary licenses." 

30 
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Section 13. Section 37-11-320, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "37-11-320. Dutytoreportviolations--immunityfromliability. (11 Notwithstanding any provision 

3 of state law regarding the confidentiality of health care information, a physical therapist or physical 

4 therapist assistant shall report to the board any information that appears to show that another physical 

5 therapist or physical therapist assistant is: 

6 (al mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of physical therapyt or practice 

7 as an assistant: or 

8 (bl guilty of any act, omission, or condition that is grounds for disciplinary action under 37-11-321. 

9 (21 There is no liability on the part of and no cause of action may arise against a physical therapist 

1 O or a physical therapist assistant who in good faith provides information to the board as required by 

11 subsection ( 1 ) . " 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 14. Section 37-11-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-321. Refusal to issue or renew license. The board, after due notice and hearing, may 

refuse to license any applicant, and may refuse to renew, may suspend, may revoke, or may take lesser 

disciplinary action on the license of any licensed person who: 

( 1) is habitually intoxicated or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs; 

(2) has been convicted of violating any state or federal narcotic law, subject to chapter 1, part 2, 

of this title; 

(3) is, in the judgment of the board, guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct as defined by 

board rule; 

(4) has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude, subject to chapter 1, part 2, of this 

title; 

(51 is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of gross negligence in ffi& the practice as a 13h1ysieal 

theFa13ist of physical therapy or practice as an assistant; 

(61 has obtained or attempted to obtain licensure by fraud or material misrepresentation; 

(7) has been declared to be seriously mentally ill by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not 

theFeafter been released from treatment and declared not to be seriously mentally ill; 

(8) has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of human beings otherwise than by physical therapy; 

(9) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of conduct unbecoming a person licensed as a physical 

~n• Ler,ISlatlve Coum:11 
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1 therapist or assistant or of conduct detrimental to the best interests of the public; or 

2 ( 10) has practiced physical therapy or has practiced as an assistant beyond the scope and limitation 

3 of l=t+s the person's training and education." 

4 -END-

~na Let1lslatlve Counc/1 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 28, 1995 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Business and Labor report that Senate Bill 171 (third 

reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

s~~:~ 
And, that such amendments read: 

1. Page 6, line 6. 
Following: 11 examination. 11 

Carried by: Rep. Bohlinger 

Insert: "A person who fails the third examination is required to 
successfully complete additional education as required by 
the board before retaking the examination." 

CollUl}WCe Vo~ 
Yes J.ii., No _U_. 

-END-

SB 171 

HOUSE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 171 

2 INTRODUCED BY FRANKLIN, BOHLINGER, MCKEE, BURNETT, TASH, CHRISTIAENS, HIBBARD, 

3 JENKINS, WILSON, HARPER, COCCHIARELLA, SQUIRES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PHYSICAL THERAPY LAWS; AUTHORIZING 

6 LICENSURE OF PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR LICENSURE; 

7 CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISING PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS, AIDES, AND 

8 STUDENTS; ESTABLISHING CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND 

9 ASSISTANTS BY RULE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, 37-11-105, 37-11-201, 37-11-203, 

10 37-11-301, 37-11-303, 37-11-304, 37-11-305, 37-11-306, 37-11-307, 37-11-308, 37-11-309, 

11 37-11-320, AND 37-11-321, MCA." 

12 

13 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

14 A statement of intent is required for this bill because it grants the board of physical therapy 

1 5 examiners rulemaking authority to establish continuing education requirements for a physical therapist and 

16 a physical therapy assistant to obtain a license renewal. In adopting rules, the board should conform to 

17 continuing education standards for similar professions. 

18 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

20 

21 Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this chapter, the following 

23 definitions apply: 

24 (1) "Board" means the board of physical therapy examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

25 (2) "Department" means the department of commerce provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

26 (3) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or 

27 revocation of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an applicant or licensee is to be 

28 determined by the board. 

29 (4) "Physical therapist" or "physiotherapist" means a person who practices physical therapy. 

30 (5) "Physical therapist assistant" or "assistant" means a person who~ 

~na Leolslatlve coum:11 
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J.fil is a graduate of an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the board~ 

2 and who 

3 .lli.J. assists a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy BUT WHO MAY NOT MAKE 

4 EVALUATIONS OR DESIGN TREATMENT PLANS; and whose aetivities require an understandin!J of physieal 

5 therapy 

6 (cl is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

7 (6) "Physical therapist assistant student" means a person who is enrolled in an accredited physical 

8 therapist assistant curriculum and who as part of the clinical and educational training is practicing under 

9 the supervision of a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

1 O ill "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment, and instruction of human beings to detect, 

11 assess, prevent, correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily malfunction and pain, injury, and any 

1 2 bodily or mental conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed topical medications, and 

13 rehabilitative procedures for the purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical or mental 

14 disability. 

15 f-+H.fil "Physical therapy aide" or "aide" means a person who aids in the practice of physical 

16 therapy, aA4 whose activities require on-the-job training, and supervision who is supervised by a licensed 

17 physical therapist who A1USt be a ... ailable for periodie eheeks during any proeedure or treatA1ent invoh•ing 

18 a patient or a licensed physical therapist assistant as described in 37-11-105. 

19 {8}1.fil "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner", 

20 or "manual therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the above or any letters implying the 

21 above are equivalent terms;-afly.,___Any reference to any one of tfleffi the terms in this chapter includes the 

22 others but does not include certified corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

23 f9ti.1Ql "Physical therapy student" or "physical therapy intern" means an individual who is enrolled 

24 in an accredited physical therapy curriculum, aA4 who, as part of ~ the individual's professional, 

25 educational, and clinical training, is practicing in a physical therapy setting under the direetion, €Juidanee, 

26 and obser-.•ation of, and who is supervised by a licensed physical therapist as described in 37-11-105. 

27 t-l-Gtilll "Topical medications" means medications applied locally to the skin and includes only 

28 medications listed in 3 7-11-106(2) for which a prescription is required under state or federal law." 

29 

30 Section 2. Section 37-11-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

~na Legislative council 
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"37-11-105. Supervision of physical therapist aooiotaRtG assistant. physical therapy aide, physical 

2 therapy student. or physical therapist assistant student. ill A physical therapist assistant ffitl-St shall 

3 practice under the etfeet supervision of a licensed physical therapist who is responsible for and participates 

4 in a patient's care. This supervision requires the licensed physical therapist to make an onsite visit to the 

5 client at least once for every six visits made by the assistant or once every 2 weeks, whichever occurs first. 

6 (21 A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than two full-time assistants 

7 or the equivalent. This supervision does not require the presence of the assistant. 

8 (3) A physical therapy aide shall practice under the onsite supervision of a licensed physical 

9 therapist or a licensed assistant. A licensed assistant may not concurrently supervise more than one 

10 full-time aide or the equivalent. A licensed physical therapist may not concurrently supervise more than 

11 four aides or the equivalent or two assistants and two aides or the equivalent. 

12 (4) A physical therapy student or physical therapist assistant student shall practice with the onsite 

13 supervision of a licensed physical therapist." 

14 

15 Section 3. Section 37-11-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "37-11-201. General powers -- rulemaking power -- records. ( 1) The board may: 

17 (a) adopt rules to carry this chapter into effect; 

18 (b) grant, suspend, and revoke licenses; 

19 (c) issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of books and papers; 

20 €lfle 

21 (d) take any other disciplinary action necessary to protect the public. 

22 (2) The board shall: 

23 (a) examine applicants for licenses three times a year at reasonable places and times determined 

24 by the board; 

25 (b) review the qualifications of applicants who are approved for examination for licensure; €lfle 

26 (c) conduct written examinations that measure the qualifications of individual applicants along with 

27 any oral or practical examinations when determined by the board to be appropriate7; and 

28 (di adopt rules to establish continuing education requirements of at least 20 hours biennially for 

29 license renewal for physical therapists and assistants. 

30 (3) The department shall keep a record of the board's proceedings under this chapter and a register 
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2 

3 

4 
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10 
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27 
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30 

of persons licensed under it. The register must show the name of every !w-iflft licensed physical therapist 

and licensed assistant, His the therapist's or assistant's last-known place of business, and last-known place 

of residence, and the date of issue and the number of His every license and certificate as-a issued to a 

licensed physical therapist or licensed assistant. 

(4) The department shall, during the month of A.pril every year in which the renewal of licenses is 

required, compile a list of licensed physical therapists authorized to practice physical therapy in the state 

and shall mail, upon request, a copy of that list to the superintendent of every known hospital and every 

person licensed to practice medicine and surgery in the state. An interested person in the state is entitled 

to obtain a copy of the list on application to the department and payment of an amount not in excess of 

the cost of the list sa h1rAishes. 

(5) The department may change addresses and surnames on the licensee's records only on the 

specific written request by the individual licensee." 

Section 4. Section 37-11-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-203. Travel expense--deposit offees. ( 1) Each board member shall receive compensation 

and travel expenses as provided for in 37-1-133. 

(2) All fees collected by the department SfTall must be deposited in the state special revenue 

account for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101 (6). The department shall keep an accurate account 

of funds received and expenditures made from the account. 

(:3) The soars of FAeElieal e>EaFAiAors shall traAsfer fl:mels iA the state speeial reYeA1c1e aeeo1c1At 

eolleetes after JaA1c1ary 1, 1070, whieh were EleriYeEl froFA the e11aFAiAatioA aAEl lieeAsme or relieeAs1c1re of 

physieal therapists iA this state to the state spesial reYeIrne aeeo1c1At ElesigAateel as the "ph•(sieal therapist 

aeeount"." 

Section 5. Section 37-11-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-301 . License required for physical therapist and assistant -- l.lna1:nllerii!ed unauthorized 

representation as licensed therapist. ( 11 A person may not practice or purport to practice physical therapy 

without first obtaining a license under the provisions of this chapter. 

ill A person who is not licensed under this chapter as a physical therapistL eF whose license has 

been suspended or revokedL or whose license has lapsed and has not been revived and who uses if. 

~na Legislative counc/1 
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eeRReetieR 1,tJitl=I l=lis R0FAe the words or letters "L.P. T.", "Licensed Physical Therapist", "P. T.", "Physical 

2 Therapist", "R. P .T.", "Registered Physical Therapist", or any other letters, words, or insignia indicating or 

3 implying that l=le the person is a licensed physical therapist or who in any way, orally or in writing or in print 

4 or by sign, directly or by implication, represeRts hiFAself as purports to be a physical therapist shall be ~ 

5 guilty of a misdemeanor. 

6 (3) A person who is not licensed as a physical therapist assistant in accordance with this chapter 

7 may not assist a physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy." 

8 

9 Section 6. Section 37-11-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "37-11-303. Qualifications of applicants for license. ill To be eligible for a license as a physical 

11 therapist, an applicant must: 

1 2 t++.lfil be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

13 mill have graduated from an accredited school of physical therapy approved by the board; and 

14 {d+.[.Q)_ either: 

15 Mill pass to the satisfaction of the board a written examination prescribed by the board and, if 

16 considered necessary, an oral interview to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice as a physical 

1 7 therapist; or 

18 tl»iill. be entitled to a license without examination under 37-11-307. 

19 (2) To be eligible for a physical therapist assistant license, an applicant must: 

20 (a) be of good moral character and at least 18 years of age; 

21 (b) have graduated from an accredited physical therapist assistant curriculum approved by the 

22 board; and 

23 (c) have passed a written examination prescribed by the board." 

24 

25 Section 7. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "37-11-304. Application for examination -- fee. ( 11 Unless entitled to a license under 37-11-307, 

27 a person who desires to be licensed as a physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant shall apply to 

28 the department in writing, on a form furnished by the department. He The person shall: 

29 (a) eR'lbeely iR that applioatieR provide evidence under oath, satisfactory to the board, of f+ls 

30 pessessiR§ having the qualifications preliminary to the examination required by 37-11-303; and 
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lb) pay to the department at the time of filing AAi the application a fee as established by the board 

2 by rule. The fee must be commensurate with the cost of the examination and its administration and must 

3 be deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of the board, subject to 37-1-101(6). 

4 (2) Anyone failing to pass the required examination on AAi the first attempt is entitled to sit--fef- take 

5 a second examination and, if He the person fails the second examination, to sit--fef- take a third examination. 

6 A PERSON WHO FAILS THE THIRD EXAMINATION IS REQUIRED TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE 

7 ADDITIONAL EDUCATION AS REQUIRED BY THE BOARD BEFORE RETAKING THE EXAMINATION." 

8 

9 Section 8. Section 37-11-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "37-11-305. Examination -- scope. The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, examine applicants 

1 1 for licenses as physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, at times and places the board 

12 determines. The examinations sflilll must embrace subjects the board considers necessary to determine 

1 3 the applicant's fitness." 

14 

15 Section 9. Section 37-11-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "37-11-306. Issuance of license -- certificate as evidence. The department shall license as a 

1 7 fll=i«ysieal tl=ieraJ3ist issue a license to each applicant who proves to the satisfaction of the board AAl the 

18 applicant's fitness for a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license under this chapter. The 

1 9 department shall also issue to each 13ersen licensed Q!3rson a license certificate, which is prima facie 

20 evidence of #le that person's right ef tl=ie J3ersen te wl=ioFA it is issued to reJ3resent l=iiFAself to practice and 

21 advertise as a licensed physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant, subject to the conditions and 

22 limitations of this chapter." 

23 

24 Section 10. Section 37-11-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "37-11-307. Applicants licensed in other states. The board may, in its discretion, authorize the 

26 department to issue a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license as a pl=iysieal tl=ierapist, 

27 without examination, on the payment of the required fee as established by the board, to an applicant fe-1' 

28 lieense who is a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant licensed under the laws of another state 

29 or territory if the applicant has met the same requirements as applicants licensed by examination under this 

30 chapter. Tl=iose aJ3J3lieants .,.,,1=10 l=ia¥e seen /\n applicant licensed in another state or territory by examination 
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other than the examination recognized under this chapter may be considered for licensure by the board if 

2 the requirements for a physical therapy license or a physical therapist assistant license in the state or 

3 territory in which the applicant was tested were at least equal to those requirements in force in this state 

4 at that time. However, the board may require a written, oral, or practical examination and may require 

5 continued study or refresher courses." 

6 

7 Section 11. Section 37-11-308, MCA, is amended to read: 

8 "37-11-308. Annual renewal of license -- fee. A licensed physical therapist and a licensed physical 

9 therapist assistant shall, during January, apply to the department for a license renewal ef Ris lioense and 

10 pay a fee wlclieR slclall Be set by board rule. A license that is not renewed before April every year 

11 automatically lapses. The board may, in its discretion, revive and renew a lapsed license on the payment 

12 of all past unpaid renewal fees or a late renewal fee." 

13 

14 Section 12. Section 37-11-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "37-11-309. Temporary license. (1) On payment to the department of a fee wlclieR slclall Be set 

16 by board rule and the submission of a written application on forms provided by it the board, the department 

17 shall issue, without examination, a temporary license to practice physical therapy in this state for a period 

18 not to exceed 1 year to a person who meets the qualifications set forth in 37-11-303, on submission by 

19 the person of evidence satisfactory to the board that M the person is in this state on a temporary basis to 

20 assist in a case of medical emergency or to engage in a special physical therapy project. 

21 (2) The board may, upon receipt of an application for examination and upon receipt of a temporary 

22 license fee not to exceed $100, issue a temporary license to a person who has applied for a license under 

23 this chapter and who is, in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination provided for in 

24 37-11-303. This applicant ffitl5t shall work under the sirnotien, gtiisanoe, ans eBservation onsite 

25 supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This temporary license is available to an applicant only w·1th 

26 respect to ms the applicant's first application. The temporary license slclall mq:iire expires when the board 

27 makes a final determination on the applicant's examination scores. 

28 (3) The board may require an oral interview of all persons applying for a temporary license. 

29 (4) The board shall adopt necessary and reasonable rules governing the procedures for applying 

30 and issuing temporary licenses." 
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1 Section 13. Section 37-11-320, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "37-11-320. Duty to report violations --immunity from liability. ( 1) Notwithstanding any provision 

3 of state law regarding the confidentiality of health care information, a physical therapist or physical 

4 therapist assistant shall report to the board any information that appears to show that another physical 

5 therapist or physical therapist assistant is: 

6 (a) mentally or physically unable to engage safely in the practice of physical therapy+ or practice 

7 as an assistant; or 

8 (bl guilty of any act, omission, or condition that is grounds for disciplinary action under 37-11-321. 

9 (2) There is no liability on the part of and no cause of action may arise against a physical therapist 

1 O or a physical therapist assistant who in good faith provides information to the board as required by 

11 subsection ( 1 ) . " 

12 

13 Section 14. Section 37-11-321, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "37-11-321. Refusal to issue or renew license. The board, after due notice and hearing, may 

15 refuse to license any applicant, and may refuse to renew, may suspend, may revoke, or may take lesser 

16 disciplinary action on the license of any licensed person who: 

17 ( 1) is habitually intoxicated or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs; 

18 (2) has been convicted of violating any state or federal narcotic law, subject to chapter 1, part 2, 

1 9 of this title; 

20 (3) is, in the judgment of the board, guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct as defined by 

21 board rule; 

22 (4) has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude, subject to chapter 1, part 2, of this 

23 title; 

24 (5) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of 9ross negligence in i=l+s the practice as a physieal 

25 theFapist of physical therapy or practice as an assistant; 

26 (6) has obtained or attempted to obtain licensure by fraud or material misrepresentation; 

27 (7) has been declared to be seriously mentally ill by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not 

28 theFeafteF been released from treatment and declared not to be seriously mentally ill; 

29 (8) has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of human beings otherwise than by physical therapy; 

30 (9) is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of conduct unbecoming a person licensed as a physical 
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therapist or assistant or of conduct detrimental to the best interests of the public; or 

2 ( 10) has practiced physical therapy or has practiced as an assistant beyond the scope and limitation 

3 of hls- the person's training and education." 

4 -END-
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