
14 Constitution; and 

15 WHEREAS, the scope of power defined by the 10th amendment means that the federal government 

16 was created by the people specifically to be an agent of the states; and 

17 WHEREAS, in 1995, the states are demonstrably wrongfully treated as subservient agents of the 

18 federal government, with 10th amendment protection usurped; and 

19 WHEREAS, many federal requirements are directly in violation of the 10th amendment; and 

20 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in New York v. United States, 112 S. Ct. 2408 

21 { 1992), held that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and regulatory processes of the 

22 states; and 

23 WHEREAS, a number of previous, pending, or proposed directives from the Executive and 

24 Legislative Branches of federal government have violated and may further violate the United States 

25 Constitution. 

26 

27 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

28 

29 

30 

Section 1. Article II, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana, is amended to read: 

"Section 2. Self-government. ill The people have the exclusive right of governing themselves 

~_J!na Le11lslatlve coundl 
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as a free, sovereign, and independent state. They may alter or abolish the constitution and form of 

2 government whenever they deem it necessary. 

3 (2) The essential prerequisite for the preservation of the right of self-government is the unequivocal 

4 assertion of Montana's absolute protection from powers not delegated to the United States by the United 

5 States constitution or prohibited from delegation to the states under the 10th amendment to the United 

6 States constitution. The state of Montana has the right to reject any attempt by the federal government 

7 to usurp the state's power by forced federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from 

8 powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. especially when 

9 individual freedoms are affected or other constitutional protections are compromised." 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

12 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1 996 by printing on the ballot 

13 the full title of this act and the following: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

ll 

[] 

FOR allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from 

powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution .. 

AGAINST allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived 

from powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 143 

SBOl 43.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

2 INTRODUCED BY BAER, KEENAN, HARP, CRIPPEN, MOHL, LYNCH, ORR, DEBRUYCKER, BRAINARD, 

3 SLITER, KNOX, MILLS, GREEN, CURTISS, SPRAGUE, GRIMES, JORE, STORY, HOLLAND, MARSHALL, 

4 SOFT, SIMON, BOHLINGER, WELLS, ROSE, COBB, ANDERSON, JENKINS, GROSFIELD, BENEDICT, 

5 BERGMAN, HERTEL, 8. BROWN, MURDOCK, REHBEIN, HARDING, WISEMAN, SWYSGOOD, L. SMITH, 

6 WAGNER, HAYNE, HERRON, CLARK, GRADY, AHNER, SIMPKINS, STOVALL, VICK, ELLIS, FISHER, 

7 SOMERVILLE, MCGEE, MCKEE, GRINDE, ARNOTT, BARNETT, MERCER, TVEIT, TOEWS, KEATING, 

8 TASH, AKLESTAD, DEVLIN, HOLDEN, ESTRADA, BURNETT, EMERSON, MESAROS, BECK, 

9 HARGROVE,TAYLOR, FUCHS,MASOLO,DENNY,JABS,GAGE 

10 

11 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

12 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW REJECTION 

13 OF FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT 

14 ENUMERATED IN OR OTHERWISE GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION." 

15 

16 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment to the United States Constitution provides, "The powers not 

17 delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the 

1 8 states respectively or to the people"; and 

19 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment defines the total scope of federal power over states emanating 

20 from the United States Constitution as being only that specifically granted by the United States 

21 Constitution; and 

22 WHEREAS, the scope of power defined by the 10th amendment means that the federal government 

23 was created by the people specifically to be an agent of the states; and 

24 WHEREAS, in 1995, the states are demonstrably wrongfully treated as subservient agents of the 

25 federal government, with 10th amendment protection usurped; and 

26 WHEREAS, many federal requirements are directly in violation of the 10th amendment; and 

27 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in New York v. United States, 112 S. Ct. 2408 

28 ( 1992), held that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and regulatory processes of the 

29 states; and 

30 WHEREAS, a number of previous, pending, or proposed directives from the Executive and 

~na Le11tstattve coundl 
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Legislative Branches of federal government have violated and may further violate the United States 

2 Constitution. 

3 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5 

6 Section 1. Article 11, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana, is amended to read: 

7 "Section 2. Self-government. ill The people have the exclusive right of governing themselves 

8 as a free, sovereign, and independent state. They may alter or abolish the constitution and form of 

9 government whenever they deem it necessary. 

1 O 12) The essential prerequisite for the preservation of the right of self-government is the unequivocal 

11 assertion of Montana's absolute protection from powers not delegated to the United States by the United 

1 2 States constitution or prohibited from delegation to the states under the 10th amendment to the United 

13 States constitution. The state ef Mentana has the right te rejeet any atternet b't' the federal ge..,ernrnent 

14 te usurp the state's eewer b•r fereed federal mandates, erelors, Elireetiens, er eernrnanels Elori;•ed frern 

15 eewers net onurnoratod in or othent'ise grantee! by tho Uniteel States oonstitution, eseeeiallv ..,,,hen 

16 inelividual froaelorns are affeeteel er other eenstitutienal ereteotiens are eernerernised. IT IS THE DUTY OF 

17 THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE TO TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY 

18 OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA BY REJECTING WRONGFUL ACTIONS GOVERNED BY THIS 

19 SUBSECTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR 

20 COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT ENUMERATED IN OR SPECIFICALLY GRANTED TO THE 

21 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, ESPECIALLY WHEN INDIVIDUAL 

22 FREEDOMS ARE AFFECTED. THE STATE'S REJECTION MAY BE IN THE FORM OF A BILL, JOINT 

23 RESOLUTION, OR EXECUTIVE ORDER." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

26 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot 

27 the full title of this act and the following: 

28 

29 

30 

[] 

I] 

FOR allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from 

powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

AGAINST allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived 

~na Legislative Council 
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from powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 143 

2 INTRODUCED BY BAER, KEENAN, HARP, CRIPPEN, MOHL, LYNCH, ORR, DEBRUYCKER, BRAINARD, 

3 SLITER, KNOX, MILLS, GREEN, CURTISS, SPRAGUE, GRIMES, JORE, STORY, HOLLAND, MARSHALL, 

4 SOFT, SIMON, BOHLINGER, WELLS, ROSE, COBB, ANDERSON, JENKINS, GROSFIELD, BENEDICT, 

5 BERGMAN, HERTEL, B. BROWN, MURDOCK, REHBEIN, HARDING, WISEMAN, SWYSGOOD, L. SMITH, 

6 WAGNER, HAYNE, HERRON, CLARK, GRADY, AHNER, SIMPKINS, STOVALL, VICK, ELLIS, FISHER, 

7 SOMERVILLE, MCGEE, MCKEE, GRINDE, ARNOTT, BARNETT, MERCER, TVEIT, TOEWS, KEATING, 

8 TASH, AKLESTAD, DEVLIN, HOLDEN, ESTRADA, BURNETT, EMERSON, MESAROS, BECK, 

9 HARGROVE, TAYLOR, FUCHS, MASOLO, DENNY, JABS, GAGE 

10 

11 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

12 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE JI, SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW REJECTION 

13 OF FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT 

14 ENUMERATED IN OR OTHERWISE GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION." 

15 

16 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment to the United States Constitution provides, "The powers not 

17 delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the 

18 states respectively or to the people"; and 

19 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment defines the total scope of federal power over states emanating 

20 from the United States Constitution as being only that specifically granted by the United States 

21 Constitution; and 

22 WHEREAS, the scope of power defined by the 10th amendment means that the federal government 

23 was created by the people specifically to be an agent of the states; and 

24 · WHEREAS, in 1995, the states are demonstrably wrongfully treated as subservient agents of the 

25 federal government, with 10th amendment protection usurped; and 

26 WHEREAS, many federal requirements are directly in violation of the 10th amendment; and 

27 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in New York v. United States, 112 S. Ct. 240B 

28 ( 19921, held that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and regulatory processes of the 

29 states; and 

30 WHEREAS, a number of previous, pending, or proposed directives from the Executive and 
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1 Legislative Branches of federal government have violated and may further violate the United States 

2 Constitution. 

3 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY.THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5 

6 Section 1. Article II, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana, is amended to read: 

7 "Section 2. Self-government. ill The people have the exclusive right of governing themselves 

8 as a free, sovereign, and independent state. They may alter or abolish the constitution and form of 

9 government whenever they deem it necessary. 

1 O (2) The essential prerequisite for the preservation of the right of self-government is the unequivocal 

11 assertion of Montana's absolute protection from powers not delegated to the United States by the United 

12 States constitution or prohibited from delegation to the states under the 10th amendment to the United 

13 States constitution. Tt:ie state ef MeRtaRa Ras tile Fiat:it te Fejeet aR·,· atteFApt e•r tt:ie #eEleFal aeYeFRFAeRt 

14 te usuFe tl:ie state's B8'!\'8F ey feFeeEI feEleFal FRaRdates, eFEleFs, EliFeetieRs. eF oeFAFRaRds Eleri11eEI frem 
! 

15 ee•,..eFs Ret eRumeFateEI iR er etl:iePNise liJFaRteEI e•, tile ldRiteEI States eeRetit1::1tieR, eseeeiall•t wi'leR 

16 iRei..,id1::1al frnegems aFe aHeeteEI er etl:ier eeRetit1;1tieAal ereteetieRe are eomeremised, IT IS THE DUTY OF 

17 THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE TO TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY 

18 OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA BY REJECTING WRONGFUL ACTIONS GOVERNED BY THIS 

19 SUBSECTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR 

20 COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT ENUMERATED IN OR SPECIFICALLY GRANTED TO THE 

21 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, ESPECIALLY WHEN INDIVIDUAL 

22 FREEDOMS ARE AFFECTED. THE STATE'S REJECTION MAY BE IN THE FORM OF A BILL. JOINT 

23 RESOLUTION, OR EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

24 (3) THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO ALLOW THE STATE TO VIOLATE CIVIL 

25 RIGHTS ACCORDED ALL CITIZENS." 

26 

27 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

28 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot 

29 the full title of this act and the following: 

30 I] FOR allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from 

~on_Jp,a Ler,t,,.tlve COundl 
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powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

AGAINST allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived 

from powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

-END-

~"!!J'nll tqlflatlve count:11 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

1 SENATE BILL NO. 143 

2 INTRODUCED BY BAER, KEENAN, HARP, CRIPPEN, MOHL, LYNCH, ORR, DEBRUYCKER, BRAINARD, 

3 SLITER, KNOX, MILLS, GREEN, CURTISS, SPRAGUE, GRIMES, JORE, STORY, HOLLAND, MARSHALL, 

4 SOFT, SIMON, BOHLINGER, WELLS, ROSE, COBB, ANDERSON, JENKINS, GROSFIELD, BENEDICT, 

5 BERGMAN, HERTEL, B. BROWN, MURDOCK, REHBEIN, HARDING, WISEMAN, SWYSGOOD, L. SMITH, 

6 WAGNER, HAYNE, HERRON, CLARK, GRADY, AHNER, SIMPKINS, STOVALL, VICK, ELLIS, FISHER, 

7 SOMERVILLE, MCGEE, MCKEE, GRINDE, ARNOTT, BARNETT, MERCER, TVEIT, TOEWS, KEATING, 

8 TASH, AKLESTAD, DEVLIN, HOLDEN, ESTRADA, BURNETT, EMERSON, MESAROS, BECK, 

9 HARGROVE.TAYLOR, FUCHS,MASOLO, DENNY,JABS,GAGE,BOHARSKI 

10 

11 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

12 AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW REJECTION 

13 OF FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT 

14 ENUMERATED IN OR OTHERWISE GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION." 

15 

16 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment to the United States Constitution provides, "The powers not 

17 delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the 

18 states respectively or to the people"; and 

19 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment defines the total scope of federal power over states emanating 

20 from the United States Constitution as being only that specifically granted by the United States 

21 Constitution; and 

22 WHEREAS, the scope of power defined by the 10th amendment means that the federal government 

23 was created by the people specifically to be an agent of the states; and 

24 WHEREAS, in 1995, the states are demonstrably wrongfully treated as subservient agents of the 

25 federal government, with 10th amendment protection usurped; and 

26 WHEREAS, many federal requirements are directly in violation of the 10th amendment; and 

27 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in New York v. United States, 112 S. Ct. 2408 

28 (1992), held that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and regulatory processes of the 

29 states; and 

30 WHEREAS, a number of previous, pending, or proposed directives from the Executive and 
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1 Legislative Branches of federal government have violated and may further violate the United States 

2 Constitution. 

3 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5 

6 Section 1. Article II, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana, is amended to read: 

7 "Section 2. Self-government. ill The people have the exclusive right of governing themselves 

8 as a free, sovereign, and independent state. They may alter or abolish the constitution and form of 

9 government whenever they deem it necessary. 

1 O (2) The essential preregujsite for the preservation of the right of self-government is the unequivocal 

11 assertion of Montana's absolute protection from powers not delegated to the United States by the United 

1 2 States constitution or prohibited from delegation to the states under the 10th amendment to the United 

13 States constitution. The state ef Mentana has the Fight te Fejeet any aUeFAet lw the feEleFal ae•,eFnFAent 

14 te usuFe the state's ee·...,er by feFeeEI feEleFel FAanElates. eFEleFs. EliFeetiens. eF eeFAFAanEls Elefi>,•eEI frern 

15 eewers net enuFAeratee in er etherwise aFanteEI by the UniteEI States eenstitutien. eseeeiall\' when 

16 inEli¥iliual fFBeEleFAs are affeeteEI er ether eenstitutienal eFeteetiens are eeFAeFeFAiseEI. IT IS THE DUTY OF 

17 THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE TO TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT THE SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY 

18 OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA BY REJECTING WRONGFUL ACTIONS GOVERNED BY THIS 

19 SUBSECTION. INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO FEDERAL MANDATES. ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR 

20 COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT ENUMERATED IN OR SPECIFICALLY GRANTED TO THE 

21 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION. ESPECIALLY WHEN INDIVIDUAL 

22 FREEDOMS ARE AFFECTED. THE STATE'S REJECTION MAY BE IN THE FORM OF A BILL, JOINT 

23 RESOLUTION, OR EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

24 (3) THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO ALLOW THE STATE TO VIOLATE CIVIL 

25 RIGHTS ACCORDED ALL CITIZENS." 

26 

27 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

28 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot 

29 the full title of this act and the following: 

30 [I FOR allowing, rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from 
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powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

AGAINST allowing rejection of federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived 

from powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted by the United States constitution. 

-END-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 23, 1995 

Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Judiciary report that Senate Bill 143 (third reading 

copy -- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

Signed: ~ eaadL 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, lines 12 and 13. 
Strike: "ALLOW REJECTION OF" 
Insert: "ASSERT MONTANA'S RIGHT TO REJECT" 

2. Page 2, lines 16 through 22. 

Bob Clark, Chair 

Carried by: Rep. Keenan 

Strike: "IT IS" on line 16 through "AFFECTED." on line 22 
Insert: "The state of Montana has the right to reject any attempt 

by the federal government to usurp the state's power by 
forced federal mandates, orders, directions, or commands 
derived from powers not enumerated in or otherwise granted 
by the United States constitution, especially when 
individual freedoms are affected or other constitutional 
protections are compromised." 

3. Page 2, lines 24 and 25. 
Strike: subsection (3} in its entirety 

4. Page 2, line 30. 
Page 3, line 2. 
Strike: "allowing rejection of" 
Insert: "asserting Montana's right to reject" 

5. Page 3, lines 1 and 3. 
Strike: "enumerated in or otherwise" 

-END-

Committee Vote: 
Yes l.i:::,, No~- . HOUSE 



HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 
Senate Bill 143 

Representa~ive Boharski 

March 29, 1995 8: 16 am 
Page 1 of 1 

Mr. Chairman: I move to amend Senate Bill 143 (third reading copy -- blue). 

Signed: __ l_~_j_rr._J _/;,_· _b_' D._
1

_a_l .S~k_l 

And, that such amendments to Senate Bill 143 read as follows: 

1. Page 1, lines 24 and 25. 
Strike: lines 24 and 25 in their entirety 

-END-

REJECT 

Representative Boharski · 

HOUSE 
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SENATE BILL NO. 143 

2 INTRODUCED BY BAER, KEENAN, HARP, CRIPPEN, MOHL, LYNCH, ORR, DEBRUYCKER, BRAINARD, 

3 SLITER, KNOX, MILLS, GREEN, CURTISS, SPRAGUE, GRIMES, JORE, STORY, HOLLAND, MARSHALL, 

4 SOFT, SIMON, BOHLINGER, WELLS, ROSE, COBB, ANDERSON, JENKINS, GROSFIELD, BENEDICT, 

5 BERGMAN, HERTEL, B. BROWN, MURDOCK, REHBEIN, HARDING, WISEMAN, SWYSGOOD, L. SMITH, 

6 WAGNER, HAYNE, HERRON, CLARK, GRADY, AHNER, SIMPKINS, STOVALL, VICK, ELLIS, FISHER, 

7 SOMERVILLE, MCGEE, MCKEE, GRINDE, ARNOTT, BARNETT, MERCER, TVEIT, TOEWS, KEATING, 

8 TASH, AKLESTAD, DEVLIN, HOLDEN, ESTRADA, BURNETT, EMERSON, MESAROS, BECK, 

9 HARGROVE, TAYLOR, FUCHS, MASOLO, DENNY, JABS, GAGE, BOHARSKI 

10 

11 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN 

12 · AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 2, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW REJECTION 

13 GF ASSERT MONTANA'S RIGHT TO REJECT FEDERAL MANDATES, ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR 

14 COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT ENUMERATED IN OR OTHERWISE GRANTED BY THE UNITED 

15 STATES CONSTITUTION." 

16 

1 7 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment to the United States Constitution provides, "The powers not 

18 delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the 

1 9 states respectively or to the people"; and 

20 WHEREAS, the 10th amendment defines the total scope of federal power over states emanating 

21 from the United States Constitution as being only that specifically granted by the United States 

22 Constitution; and 

23 WHEREAS, the scope of power defined by the 10th amendment means that the federal government 

24 was created by the people specifically to be an agent of the states; and 

25 'A'I-IEFIEAS, iA 1996, Hie states are aeR'leAstrael•; wreA!jf1:1II·,· treatea as s1:1eser't'ieAt B!leAts ef ti'le 

26 feeteral !j8YBFAFRBAt, with 10th ameASR'lBAt flF8teotieA l:JSl:JFflBel; aAet 

27 WHEREAS, many federal requirements are directly in violation of the 10th amendment; and 

28 WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in New York v. United States, 112 S. Ct. 2408 

29 ( 1 992), held that Congress may not simply commandeer the legislative and regulatory processes of the 

30 states; and 

~na Ler,lslatl11e coundl 
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WHEREAS, a number of previous, pending, or proposed directives from the Executive and 

2 Legislative Branches of federal government have violated and may further violate the United States 

3 Constitution. 

4 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

6 

7 Section 1. Article 11, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana, is amended to read: 

8 "Section 2. Self-government. ill The people have the exclusive right of governing themselves 

9 as a free, sovereign, and independent state. They may alter or abolish the constitution and form of 

1 O government whenever they deem it necessary. 

11 (2) The essential prerequisite for the preservation of the right of self-government is the unequivocal 

12 assertion of Montana's absolute protection from powers not delegated to the United States by the United 

13 States constitution or prohibited from delegation to the states under the 10th amendment to the United 

14 States constitution. TAB state of Montana Aas tAe FiaAt te FBjoot an,· attBR1flt B'( ti'te feeoFal ao•1eFnR1ent 

15 te 1:1s1:1Fa ti'te state's ae•,•.,er 13•( fereee feeernl R1aneates 1 eFeeFs, eirnetiens, BF eeR1R1anes eeFi~·ee freR1 

16 aeweFs net en1:1R1erntee in eF eti'leP,Yise aFantoe 13y ti'te Unitee States eenstit1:1tien 1 esaeeially ,..,.Aon 

17 ineivie1:1al freeeeR1s are affeeteel er otAeF eenstitl:ltienal areteetiens are eeFRareR1iseel. IT IS Tl-IE DUTY OF 

18 Tl-IE GOVERNOR AND Tl-IE LEGISLATURE TO TAKE ACTIO~I TO PROTECT Tl-IE SOVEREIGN AUTMORITY 

19 OF Tl-IE flEOflLE OF Tl-IE STATIO OF MO~ITA~IA 8¥ R!Od!OCTl~IG WRONGFUL ACTIO~IS GOVIOR~IIOD 8¥ TMIS 

20 SU8SECTIO~I. l~ICLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO FEDERAL MAND.'\TES, ORDERS, DIRECTIO~IS, OR 

21 COMMA~ms DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT E~IUMERATED IN OR SPECIFICALLY GRANTED TO Tl-IE 

22 FEDERAL GOVER~IMENT 8¥ Tl-IE U~IITED STATES CO~ISTITUTIO~I. IOSflECI.O,LLY WMION INDIVIDUAL 

23 FREEDOMS ARE /\FFECTED. THg STATE OF MONTANA HAS THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY ATTEMPT BY 

24 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO USURP THE STATE'S POWER BY FORCED FEDERAL MANDATES, 

25 ORDERS, DIRECTIONS, OR COMMANDS DERIVED FROM POWERS NOT ENUMERATED IN OR OTHERWISE 

26 GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, ESPECIALLY WHEN INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS ARE 

27 AFFECTED OR OTHER CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS ARE COMPROMISED. THE STATE'S REJECTION 

28 MAY BE IN THE FORM OF A BILL, JOINT RESOLUTION, OR EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

29 jal THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE CO~ISTRUED TO ALLOW THE STATE TO VIOLATE CIVIL 

30 RIGHTS ACCORDIOD ALL CITIZIO~IS." 

~na Ler,lslatlve Caunclf 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot 

the full title of this act and the following: 

[] FOR allewiAg FejestieA ef ASSERTING MONTANA'S RIGHT TO REJECT federal mandates, 

orders, directions, or commands derived from powers not eA1:1FfleFatoa iA eF et"1erwise 

granted by the United States constitution. 

[] AGAINST allewiAg rejoetioA of ASSERTING MONTANA'S RIGHT TO REJECT federal 

mandates, orders, directions, or commands derived from powers not eA1:1Fflerated iA er 

ot"1eP1.1iso granted by the United States constitution. 

-END-
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