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2 INTRODUCED BY -~~'4,,~~L---------------------

3 T OF THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

4 

5 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REIMBURSING A SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR PUPIL 

6 TRANSPORTATION COSTS BASED ON A WEIGHTED RIDERSHIP SYSTEM; ESTABLISHING A PASSENGER 

7 COUNT FOR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS; CLARIFYING THAT A K-12 SCHOOL 

8 DISTRICT HAS TWO REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE; 

9 ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE REVIEW OF A BUS ROUTE BY THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

10 COMMITTEE; LIMITING STATE AND COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TRANSPORTATION 

11 CONTRACT; INCREASING THE PER DIEM RATE FOR ROOM AND BOARD FOR AN ELIGIBLE 

12 TRANSPORTEE;AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-101, 20-10-103, 20-10-131, 20-10-132, 20-10-141, AND 

13 20-10-142, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 20-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "20-10-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 

19 following definitions apply; 

20 ( 1) "Bus route" means a route approved by the board of trustees of a school district and by the 

21 county transportation committee. 

22 {1) An "eli!jible (2) "Eligible transportee" means a public school pupil who: 

23 (al is 5 years of age or older and has not attainea Ris 21st birtRaay reached the age of 21 on or 

24 before September 10 of the current school year or who is a preschool child with disabilities between the 

25 ages of 3 and 6; 

26 (bl is a resident of the state of Montana; 

27 (c) regardless of district and county boundaries,~ 

28 ill resides at least 3 miles, over the shortest practical route, from the nearest operating public 

29 elementary school or public high school, whichever the case may be; or 

30 (iii has transportation identified as a related service in an individualized education program as 
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developed and implemented in accordance with the Individual With Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 

2 1400, et seq.; and 

3 Id) is considered to reside with Ri-& ~ parent or guardian who maintains legal residence within the 

4 boundaries of the district furnishing the transportation regardless of where the eligible transportee actually 

5 lives when attending school. 

6 13) "Passenger seating position" means, as defined in 49 CFR 571.222, the space on a school bus 

7 bench seat allocated for one passenger. 

8 f-2-H.11 (a) A "school "School bus" means, except as provided in subsection rn-fbl. Hll..!2.L any motor 

9 vehicle that: 

1 O Ii) complies with the bus standards established by the board of public education as verified by the 

11 Montana department of justice's semiannual inspection of school buses and the superintendent of public 

12 instruction; and 

13 (ii) is owned by a district or other public agency and operated for the transportation of pupils to or 

14 from school or owned by a carrier under contract with a district or public agency to provide transportation 

15 of pupils to or from school. 

16 lb) A school bus does not include a vehicle that is: 

17 (i) privately owned and not operated for compensation under this title; 

18 Iii) privately owned and operated for reimbursement under 20-10-142; 

19 (iii) either district-owned or privately owned, designed to carry not more than nine passengers, and 

20 used to transport pupils to or from activity events or to transport pupils to their homes in case of illness 

21 or other emergency situations; or 

22 (iv) an over-the-road passenger coach used only to transport pupils to activity events. 

23 ~ill "Transportation" means: 

24 (a) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus between Ri-& the pupil's legal residence or an 

25 officially designated bus stop and the school designated by the trustees for Ri-& the pupil's attendance; or 

26 (b) "individual transportation" whoreey by which a district is relieved of actually conveying a pupil. 

27 Individual transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for conveying the pupil, reimbursing the 

28 parent or guardian for the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised correspondence study or 

29 supervised home study. 

30 l6) "Transportation service area" means the geographic area of responsibility for school bus 
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transportation for each district that operates a school bus transportation program. 

2 (7) "Weighted ridership" means the sum of the passenger points assigned to the eligible 

3 transportees who are transported on a bus route." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-10-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 "20-10-103. School bus driver qualifications. AA'f 6, driver of a school bus is qualified to drive a 

7 school bus if the driver: 

8 ( 1) is not less than 18 years of age; 

9 (2) is of good moral character; 

1 O (3) is the holder of a commercial driver's license; 

11 (4) has filed with the district a satisfactory medical examination report, on a form approved by the 

12 United States department of transportation or ev tl:io s1,1porintenelent of p1,1blio instruetion, signed by any 

13 physician licensed in the United States or, if acceptable to an insurance carrier, any licensed physician; 

14 15) has completed a basic first aid course and holds a valid basic first aid certificate from an 

1 5 authorized instructor. The issuance of the certificate is governed by rules established by the superintendent 

1 6 of public instruction, provided that the rules may suspend this requirement for a reasonable period of time 

17 if there has been an inadequate opportunity for securing the basic first aid course and certificate. 

18 (6) has complied with any other qualifications established by the board of public education; and 

1 9 (7) has filed with the county superintendent a certificate from the trustees of the district for which 

20 the school bus is to be driven, certifying compliance with the driver qualifications enumerated in this 

21 section." 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 20-10-131, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "20-10-131. County transportation committee membership. ( 1) To coordinate the orderly provision 

25 of a uniform transportation program within a county uneler tl:ie transportation law, boarel of p1,1blio eelueation 

26 transpertation polioios, anel tl:io transportatien r1,1les ef tt:le s1,1porintenelent sf puelio instr1,1otien, there 5flaU 

27 must be a county transportation committee created in each county of the state of Montana. The 

28 membership of the 001,1nty transpertatien committee st:lall be consists of: 

29 (a) the county superintendent; 

30 (b) the eRairrnan presiding officer of the board of county commissioners or a member of St!eft the 
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board designated by the ehaiFAlaA presiding officer; 

(c) except for a K-12 school district, a trustee or district employee designated by the trustees of 

each high school district of the county; 

(d) one representative from each high school district of the county who is a trustee of an 

elementary district encompassed within the high school district and who has been selected at a meeting 

of the trustees of~ the elementary districts; 

(e) two representatives of each K-12 school district of the county, each of whom is either a trustee 

or a district employee designated by the trustees: and 

Mill a representative of a district of another county when the transportation services of S\fflfHI 

the district are affected by the actions of the county transportation committee, but sueh a the 

representative shall ha¥e has a voice only in matters affecting transportation within ~ th~ district or by 

~ the district. 

(2) The county transportation committee SRali must have at least five members, and if this 

minimum membership cannot be realized in the manner prescribed in subsections (1 )(a) through f-Bf&J, .l1.lifil 

aoo->re, the county superintendent shall appoint a sufficient number of members to satisfy the minimum 

membership requirement. 

(3) The county superintendent shall ee ~ the ehaiFFAaA presiding officer of the county 

transportation committee, and a quorum shall eeAsist EH~ a majority of the membership. A quorum must 

be present for the committee to conduct business. The eauRt~· lFBR9f10FtatiaR committee shall meet on the 

call of the ehaiFAlaR presiding officer or any three members of~ the committee." 

Section 4. Section 20-10-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-132. Duties of the county transportation committee. ( 1) It shall ee ~ the duty of the county 

transportation committee to: 

(a) establish the transportation service areas within the county, without regard to district boundary 

lines, wi:iioi:i will etofiRe the §ee!'JFBPhie aFea ef respeAsieilit•r for seheel eus tF0AspertatieA for each district 

that operates a school bus transportation program; 

(b) except as provided in subsection (2). approve, disapprove, or adjust the school bus rautiR!'J 

routes submitted by the trustees of each district in conformity with the transportation service areas 

established in subsection ( 1 )(a); 
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le) approve, disapprove, or adjust applications, approved by the trustees, for increased 

reimbursements for individual transportation due to because of isolated conditions of the eligible 

transportee's residence; and 

Id) conduct hearings to establish the facts of transportation controversies ~ that have been 

appealed from the decision of the trustees and act on SHeA the appeals on the basis of the facts established 

at SHeA the hearing. 

12) In an emergency situation, a temporary bus route change may be approved by the county 

superintendent. A bus route change approved by the county superintendent must be confirmed by the 

county transportation committee within 30 days in order to be continued for a period longer than 30 days. 

(3) When the county transportation committee reviews a request for a new bus route or a change 

to an existing route, the committee shall consider the following: 

(a) a map of the existing and proposed bus route; 

(b) a description of turnarounds; 

(c) conditions affecting safety; 

(d) the total mileage and change in mileage of the affected bus route; 

(e) the approximate total cost; 

If) reasons for the proposed bus route change; 

(q) the number of children to be served; 

(h) a copy of the official minutes of the meeting at which the school trustees approved the new bus 

route or route change; and 

(i) any other information that the county transportation committee considers relevant. 

(4) When an application for increased reimbursement for individual transportation is presented to 

the county transportation committee. it must include a signed individual transportation contract and a copy 

of the official minutes of the meeting at which the trustees acted upon the request for increased 

reimbursement. 

f2+ill After a faot finain~ factfinding hearing and decision on a transportation controversy, the 

trustees or a patron of the district may appeal SHeA the decision to the superintendent of public instruction 

who shall Fefldef issue a decision on the basis of the facts established at the county transportation 

committee hearing. 

(3) The trustees of anv distriet whieh oejeets to a J')artiet1lar sehool bc1s roc1te er transportation 

~na Leotslattve council 
- 5 -



54th Legislature LCO583.O1 

ser,•iee area to whieh it has been assi9ned mav request a transfer to another sehool bus route or 

2 trans13ortation service area. The county trans13ortation eommittee mav transfer the territorv sf such distriot 

3 to an adjaeent distriet's trans13ortation serviee area or a1313roved soAool bus route witA tAe consent of sueh 

4 adjacent district. When the qualified electors of the distriet object to the deeision of tAe oounty 

5 trans13ortatien eommittee and tAe adjaeent distriet is 1Nillin9 to 13ravide seAoel bus serviee, 20% of the 

6 qualified eleetors, as 13reseribed in 20 20 301, rnay 13etition the trustees to eonduet an eleetion on tAo 

7 13ro13esition that tAe territorv of sueA distriot be transferred for seAool bus trans13ortation 13ur13oses to such 

8 eonsentin9, adjaeent district. When a satisfaetorv 13etition is 13resented to the trustees, the trustees SAall 

9 eall an election in aeeordanee with 20 20 201 for the next ensuin9 re9ular seAeol eleetien dav. Sueh 

1 O eleetion shall 130 eenduetod in aeeerdanoo with tAe sehool eleetien laws. If a rnajorit·r of these votin9 at 

11 such eleetion a1313roye the transfer, it shall besorne offeeti·,e on duly 1 of the ensuin9 sehool fissal '(ear. 

12 (41 Unless a transfer of a distriet from one trans13ortation sorvioe area or a1313roved school bus route 

13 to anotAer sueA area or route is a1313roved B'( the eount'( trans13ortation eomrnittee and tAe su13erintendont 

14 of 13ul31ie instruetien, the state trans13ortation reimbursement shall 13e limited to the reirnl3ursement amount 

15 for seAool 13us trans13ortation to tAo noarost 013oratin9 13ul31ie elernentarv sehool or 13ublie Ai€JA school, 

16 •,,yhiehevor is a1313ro13riate for tho affected 13u13ils." 

17 

18 Section 5. Section 20-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "20-10-141. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage rates. (1) The following mileage 

20 rates for school transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school transportation 

21 from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

22 These rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its transportation fund budget in order 

23 to provide for the estimated and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing school fiscal 

24 year. All bus miles traveled on bus routes approved by the county transportation committee are 

25 reimbursable. Nonbus mileage is reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to and from an overnight 

26 location of a school bus when the location is more than 1 O miles from the school. A district may approve 

27 additional bus or nonbus miles within its own district or approved service area but may not claim 

28 reimbursement for the mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for bus mileage under 

29 the rate provisions of this schedule, must be a school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified 

30 driver on a bus route approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of public 
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instruction. 

2 (2) The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in accordance with the following schedule 

3 when the AUFflBOr et eligiBle transportees that Boarel a school Bus on an approvoel weighted ridership 

4 assigned to a bus route is not less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus: 

5 (a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 12 But not more 

6 than 45 chilelren passenger seating positions; and 

7 (b) when the rated capacity is more than 45 chilelren passenger seating positions, an additional 

8 2.13 cents per bus mile for each additional eltH-e passenger seating position in the rated capacity in excess 

9 of 45 must be added to a base rate of 85 cents per bus mile. 

10 (3) Reimbursement for nonbus mileage provided for in subsection ( 1) may not exceed 50% of the 

11 maximum reimbursement rate determined under subsection (2). 

12 (4) When the nuff!Ber of eligiBle transportees boarelin!') a school Bus on an approves weighted 

13 ridership assigned to a bus route is less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus, the rate 

14 per bus mile traveled must be computed as follows: 

15 (a) determine the nufflber at eli!')ibla trans130rtees tAat baarel the sehool bus on the weighted 

16 ridership assigned to the bus route; 

17 (b) multiply the number determined in subsection (4)(a) by two anel rounel off to the nearest whole 

18 nuFflber; and 

19 (c) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in subsection (4)(b) as the rated capacity of the bus 

20 to determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in subsection (2). 

21 15) The rated capacity is the number of riatflff passenger seating positions of a school bus as 

22 determined under the policy adopted by the board of public education. If modification of a school bus to 

23 accommodate pupils with disabilities reduces the rated capacity of the bus, the reimbursement to a district 

24 for pupil transportation is based on the rated capacity of the bus prior to modification. 

25 (6) The number of pupils riding the school bus may not exceed the passenger seating positions of 

26 thebus." 

27 

28 Section 6. Section 20-10-142, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for individual transportation. The following rates 

30 for individual transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 
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- 7 -



54th Legislature LC0583.01 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-1 0-145 and 20-1 0-146. 

2 These rates constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts for individual transportation for the ensuing 

3 school fiscal year. The schedules provided in this section may not be altered by any authority other than 

4 the legislature of the state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent or guardian of any 

5 eligible transportee to provide individual transportation for each day of school attendance, they shall 

6 reimburse the parent or guardian for actual miles transported on the basis of the following schedule: 

7 ( 1 l When a parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the residence 

8 of the parent or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

9 reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance in miles between the 

1 0 residence and the school, or the most distant school if more than one, by 2, subtracting 6 miles from the 

11 product, and multiplying the difference by 21. 25 cents, provided that: 

12 (a) it two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

13 schools located within 3 miles of one another and if the schools are operated by different school districts, 

14 the total amount of the reimbursement must be divided equally between the districts; 

1 5 (bl if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

16 schools located more than 3 miles from one another, the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed 

17 for transporting the eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

18 (cl if a parent transports two or more eligible transportees to a school and a bus stop that are 

19 located within 3 miles of one another, the total reimbursement must be determined under the provisions 

20 of this subsection and must be divided equally between the district operating the school and the district 

21 operating the bus; 

22 (d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible transportees to a school or bus stop must, because 

23 of varying arrival and departure times, make more than one round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, 

24 the total reimbursement allowed by this section is limited to one round trip per day for each scheduled 

25 arrival or departure time; 

26 (e) notwithstanding subsection ( 1 l(al, ( 1 l (b), ( 1 l (cl, or ( 1 l (dl, a reimbursement may not be less than 

27 25 cents a day. 

28 (2l When the parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the 

29 residence to a bus stop of a bus route approved by the trustees for the transportation of the transportee 

30 or transportees, the total reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance 
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1n miles between the residence and the bus stop by 2, subtracting 3 miles from the product, and multiplying 

the difference by 21 .25 cents, provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportees attend schools in different districts but ride on one bus, the districts 

shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and 

lb) if the parent or guardian is required to transport the eligible transportees to more than one bus, 

the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed for transportation to each bus. 

131 When,~ because of excessive distances, impassable roads, or other special circumstances 

of isolationL the rates prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) would be an inadequate reimbursement for the 

transportation costs or would result in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, a parent or guardian 

may request an increase in the reimbursement rate. A request for increased rates Ek:le--4& because of 

isolation must be made by the parent or guardian on the contract for individual transportation for the 

ensuing school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and circumstances that exist to justify the 

increase. Before an increased rate ~ because of isolation may be paid to the requesting parent or 

guardian, the rate must be approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

public instruction after the trustees have indicated their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action 

of the trustees and when approval is given by the ootiAW transJ)ortation committee and the superintendent 

of public instruction, the trustees shall pay the increased rate €H:fe--tG because of isolation. The increased 

rate is 1 ½ times the rate prescribed in subsection { 1). 

(4) The state and county transportation reimbursement for an individual transportation contract may 

not exceed $8 per day of attendance for the first eligible transportee and $5 per day of attendance for each 

additional eligible transportee. 

f4-Hfil. When the isolated conditions of the household where an eligible transportee resides require 

an eligible transportee to live away from the household in order to attend school, the eligible transportee 

is eligible for the room and board reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board reimbursement 

must be obtained in the same manner prescribed in subsection (3). The per diem rate for room and board 

is~ $8 for one eligible transportee and ~ $5 for each additional eligible transportee of the same 

household. 

f&Hfil When the individual transportation provision is to be satisfied by supervised home study or 

supervised correspondence study, the reimbursement rate is the cost of the study, provided that the course 

of instruction is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district." 

~na Leolslatlve councu 
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NEW SECTION. Section 7. Establishment of transportation service areas. ( 1) The territory of a 

2 transportation service area is the territory of a school district unless the county transportation committee 

3 approves alternative boundaries after determining that the adjustments will improve pupil safety, 

4 transportation efficiency, or the cost-effectiveness of the pupil transportation system of the county. 

5 (2) A district may not extend a bus route to transport pupils from outside its transportation service 

6 area unless the district has a written agreement with the district that the county transportation committee 

7 has assigned to transport the pupils. 

8 (3) When the trustees of two or more districts enter into a written agreement to authorize 

9 transportation services among transportation service areas, a copy of the agreement must be submitted to 

10 the county superintendent and approved by the county transportation committee. Upon approval by the 

11 oe~nty trans'3ertatien committee, the transportation agreements are valid for the current school year. 

12 (4) The trustees of any district who object to a particular bus route or transportation service area 

13 to which the district has been assigned may request a transfer to another bus route or transportation 

14 service area. The county transportation committee may transfer the territory of the district to an adjacent 

15 transportation service area or approved bus route with the consent of the district providing transportation 

16 in the adjacent transportation service area. 

17 (5) If the qualified electors of the district object to the decision of the county transportation 

18 committee and the adjacent district is willing to provide school bus service, 20% of the qualified electors, 

19 as prescribed in 20-20-301, may petition the trustees to conduct an election on the proposition that the 

20 territory of the district be transferred for pupil transportation purposes to the adjacent transportation service 

21 area. If a satisfactory petition is presented to the trustees, the trustees shall call an election on the 

22 proposition in accordance with 20-20-201 for the next ensuing regular school election day. The election 

23 must be conducted in accordance with the school el1:Jction laws. If a majority of those voting at the election 

24 approve the transfer, the transfer is effective on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

25 (6) Unless a transfer of territory from one transportation service area or approved bus route to 

26 another area or bus route is approved by the superintendent of public instruction and the county 

2 7 transportation committee, the state transportation reimbursement is limited to the reimbursement amount 

28 for pupil transportation to the nearest operating public elementary school or public high school, whichever 

29 is appropriate for the affected pupils. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 8. Assignment of passenger points. 

2 Passenger points must be assigned to each eligible transportee on a bus route as follows: 

3 (1) 1 point for each elementary pupil not described in subsection 13) or (4); 

4 (2) 1.5 points for each high school pupil not described in subsection 13) or 14); 

5 13) 3 points for pupils described in 20-10-101 (2)(c)(ii) who do not use a wheelchair; and 

6 14) for pupils using a wheelchair: 

7 (a) 12 points for the first pupil using a wheelchair; 

8 (b) 9 points for the second pupil using a wheelchair; and 

9 (c) 6 points for each additional pupil using a wheelchair. 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Passenger count required for high school programs. ( 1) Each school 

12 district shall conduct a passenger count of the eligible transportees in the high school program who ride 

13 a school bus on the morning bus route for 5 consecutive school days beginning on the first Monday after 

14 November 14. Eligible transportees who ride at least once in the 5-day period must be included in the 

15 count. The passenger count must be used to determine the weighted ridership of the bus route for 

16 reimbursement purposes. 

17 (2) The district shall send the passenger count to the superintendent of public instruction, on forms 

18 provided by the superintendent, on or before December 10. The district shall provide a copy of the 

19 passenger count to the county superintendent. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instruction. [Sections 7 through 91 are intended to be 

22 codified as an integral part of Title 20, chapter 10, part 1, and the provisions of Title 20, chapter 10, part 

23 1, apply to [sections 7 through 9]. 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 11. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

26 -END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB0112, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act reimbursing a school district for pupil transportation costs based on a weighted 
ridership system; establishing a passenger count for high school transportation programs; 
clarifying that a K-12 school district has two representatives on the county 
transportation committee; establishing criteria for the review of a bus route by the 
county transportation committee; limiting state and county reimbursement for an individual 
transportation contract; increasing the per diem rate for room and board for an eligible 
transportee; 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The increased costs associated with assigning high school students 1.5 

passenger points will be offset by the reduction in costs associated with 
counting high school ridership and providing funding based upon actual 
ridership (as opposed to eligible ridership.) 

2. A bus that is carrying one special education student will no longer be 
automatically designated as full and therefore eligible for the maximum 
transportation reimbursement. Each special education student will be assigned 
"weighted ridership" passenger points (the number of points is determined 
based on whether the student has special transportation needs) as will every 
other student assigned to the bus route. This statutory change is anticipated 
to reduce state and counties transportation reimbursement costs by $204,000 
annually. 

3. Increasing the room and board rate for students to $8 per day 
eligible pupil in a family and $5 per day for each additional 
increase state and county reimbursements by $27,250 annually. 
cost will be split 50/50 between the state and the counties. 

for the first 
pupil will 

This increased 

4. Capping the state and county reimbursement rate for individual transportation 
contracts at the rate for room and board contracts ($8/day for the first 
eligible transportee and $5 for each additional transportee in a family) will 
save the state and counties $17,150 annually. This cost savings will be split 
50/50 between the state and counties. 

5. The net savings that result from this bill will result in state general fund 
savings by reducing state transportation reimbursement costs. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Expenditures: The state transportation reimbursement will be reduced by $97,100 annually. 

Revenues: No impact on revenues. 

1~19.q) 
DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

DATE 

introduced 



Fiscal Note Request, SB0112. as introduced 
Page 2 
(continued) 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 
County transportation reimbursement costs will be reduced by $97,100 as a result of this 
legislation. 

For districts that are running full or nearly-full school buses, this legislation will 
have no impact on the district transportation funding. For districts that are running 
buses that are currently less than half-full, it may allow these buses increased state and 
county reimbursement. Local property taxes may increase if districts cannot or do not 
make their transportation services more efficient in response to this bill. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
Eligible transportees will generate state and county transportation reimbursements based 
on their need for transportation services. Special education students will generate state 
funding based on their need for special transportation services (i.e. depending on whether 
the pupil uses a wheelchair). The state will no longer pay districts the maximum 
reimbursement rate when only one special education student rides the school bus. 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REIMBURSING A SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR PUPIL 

6 TRANSPORTATION COSTS BASED ON A WEIGHTED RIDERSHIP SYSTEM; ESTABLISHING A PASSENGER 

7 COUNT FOR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS; CLARIFYING THAT A K-12 SCHOOL 

8 DISTRICT HAS TWO REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE; 

9 ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE REVIEW OF A BUS ROUTE BY THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

10 COMMITTEE; LIMITING STATE AND COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TRANSPORTATION 

11 CONTRACT; INCREASING THE PER DIEM RATE FOR ROOM AND BOARD FOR AN ELIGIBLE 

12 TRANSPORTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-101, 20-10-103, 20-10-131, 20-10-132, 20-10-141, AND 

13 20-10-142, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 20-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "20-10-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 

19 following definitions apply: 

20 { 1 l "Bus route" means a route approved by the board of trustees of a school district and by the 

21 county transportation committee. 

22 ( 1) An "eligielo {2) "Eligible transportoe" means a public school pupil who: 

23 (al is 5 years of age or older and has not attaineel his 21st birtheav reached the age of 21 on or 

24 before September 10 of the current school year or who is a preschool child with disabilities between the 

25 ages of 3 and 6; 

26 (bl is a resident of the state of Montana; 

27 (cl regardless of district and county boundaries,~ 

28 ill resides at least 3 miles, over the shortest practical route, from the nearest operating public 

29 elementary school or public high school, whichever the case may be; or 

30 Iii) has transportation identified as a related service in an individualized education program as 
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developed and implemented in accordance with the Individual With Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 

2 1400, et seq.; and 

3 (d) is considered to reside with rus 2 parent or guardian who maintains legal residence within the 

4 boundaries of the district furnishing the transportation regardless of where the eligible transportee actually 

5 lives when attending school. 

6 13) "Passenger seating position" means, as defined in 49 CFR 571.222, the space on a school bus 

7 beAeA seat .illocated for one passenger. 

8 Q+J.±l. {a) A "seAool "School bus" means, except as provided in subsection~ i±l.ihL any motor 

9 vehicle that: 

1 0 {i} complies with the bus standards established by the board of public education as verified by the 

11 MoAtaAa department of justice's semiannual inspection of school buses and the superintendent of public 

12 instruction; and 

13 {ii} is owned by a district or other public agency and operated for the transportation of pupils to or 

14 from school or owned by a carrier under contract with a district or public agency to provide transportation 

1 5 of pupils to or from school. 

16 (b} A school bus does not include a vehicle that is: 

1 7 {i) privately owned and not operated for compensation under this title; 

18 Iii} privately owned and operated for reimbursement under 20-10-142; 

19 (iii) either district-owned or privately owned, designed to carry not more than nine passengers, and 

20 used to transport pupils to or from activity events or to transport pupils to their homes in case of illness 

21 or other emergency situations; or 

22 {iv) an over-the-road passenger coach used only to transport pupils to activity events. 

23 ~@ "Transportation" means: 

24 (a) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus between rus the pupil's legal residence or an 

25 officially designated bus stop and the school designated by the trustees for rus the pupil's attendance; or 

26 lb) "individual transportation" wt,erni3y by which a district is relieved of actually conveying a pupil. 

27 Individual transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for conveying the pupil, reimbursing the 

28 parent or guardian for the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised correspondence study or 

29 supervised home study. 

30 (6) "Transportation service area" means the geographic area of responsibility for school bus 
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transportation for each district that operates a school bus transportation program. 

(7) "Weighted ridership" means the sum of the passenger points assigned to the eligible 

transportees who are transported on a bus route." 

Section 2. Section 20-10-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-103. School bus driver qualifications. APty A driver of a school bus is qualified to drive a 

school bus if the driver: 

( 1) is not less than 18 years of age; 

(2) is of good moral character; 

(3) is the holder of a commercial driver's license; 

(4) has filed with the district a satisfactory medical examination report, on a form approved by the 

United States department of transportation er 13y tRe s1:J13erintendent ef 131:Jl:llie instr1:Jetien, signed by any 

physician licensed in the United States or, if acceptable to an insurance carrier, any licensed physician; 

(51 has completed a basic first aid course and holds a valid basic first aid certificate from an 

authorized instructor. The issuance of the certificate is governed by rules established by the superintendent 

of public instruction, provided that the rules may suspend this requirement for a reasonable period of time 

if there has been an inadequate opportunity for securing the basic first aid course and certificate. 

16) has complied with any other qualifications established by the board of public education; and 

( 7) has filed with the county superintendent a certificate from the trustees of the district for which 

the school bus is to be driven, certifying compliance with the driver qualifications enumerated in this 

section." 

Section 3. Section 20-10-131, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-131. County transportation committee membership. I 11 To coordinate the orderly provision 

of a uniform transportation program within a county 1:Jnder tRe trans13ertatien law, 13eard ef 131:Jl:llie ed1:Jeatien 

trans13ertatien 13elieies, and tRe tfans13ertatien rnles ef tRe s1:J13erintendent ef 131:Jl:llie instr1:Jetien, there SRall 

must be a county transportation committee created in each county of the state of Montana. The 

membership of the 001:Jnty trans13ertatien committee sRall 13e consists of: 

(a) the county superintendent; 

lb) the etctairn,an presiding officer of the board of county commissioners or a member of Stl€fl the 
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. 3 . SB 112 



54th Legislature SB0112.02 

board designated by the ehairffian presiding officer; 

2 (cl except for a K-12 school district, a trustee or district employee designated by the trustees of 

3 each high school district of the county; 

4 (d) one representative from each high school district of the county who is a trustee of an 

5 elementary district encompassed within the high school district and who has been selected at a meeting 

6 of the trustees of stl€ft the elementary districts; 

7 (el two representatives of each K-12 school district of the county, each of whom is either a trustee 

8 or a district employee designated by the trustees: and 

9 Mill a representative of a district of another county when the transportation services of Si:!€H 

1 O the district are affected by the actions of the county transportation committee, but sueh a the 

11 representative shall ha•;e has a voice only in matters affecting transportation within stl€ft the district or by 

1 2 stl€ft the district. 

13 (2) The county transportation committee ffial+ must have at least five members, and if this 

14 minimum membership cannot be realized in the manner prescribed in subsections ( 1) (a) through~ .l1.lM 

15 aee¥e, the county superintendent shall appoint a sufficient number of members to satisfy the minimum 

16 membership requirement. 

1 7 ( 31 The county superintendent shall be ~ the ehairffian presiding officer of the county 

18 transportation committee, and a quorum shall eensist 0f ~ a majority of the membership. A quorum must 

19 be present for the committee to conduct business. The emrnty trans130rtatien committee shall meet on the 

20 call of the ehairffian presiding officer or any three members of stl€ft the committee." 

21 

22 Section 4. Section 20-10-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "20-10-132. Duties of the county transportation committee. ( 1) It shall be~ the duty of the county 

24 transportation committee to: 

25 (a) establish the transportation service areas within the county, without regard to district boundary 

26 lines, whieh will aefine the geegra13hie area ef r0s130nsibility fer sehoel bus trans13ortation for each district 

27 that operates a school bus transportation program; 

28 (bl except as provided in subsection (2), approve, disapprove, or adjust the school bus routing 

29 routes submitted by the trustees of each district in conformity with the transportation service areas 

30 established in subsection ( 1 )(a); 
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1 (c) approve, disapprove, or adjust applications, approved by the trustees, for increased 

2 reimbursements for individual transportation sue to because of isolated conditions of the eligible 

3 transportee's residence; and 

4 (d) conduct hearings to establish the facts of transportation controversies WflIBfl that have been 

5 appealed from the decision of the trustees and act on~ the appeals on the basis of the facts established 

6 at~ the hearing. 

7 12) In an emergency situation, a temporary bus route change may be approved by the county 

8 superintendent. A bus route change approved by the county superintendent must be confirmed by the 

9 county transportation committee within 30 days in order to be continued for a period longer than 30 days. 

10 (31 When the county transportation committee reviews a request for a new bus route or a change 

11 to an existing route, the committee shall consider the following: 

12 (a) a map of the existing and proposed bus route; 

13 (bl a description of turnarounds; 

14 (c) conditions affecting safety; 

15 Id) the total mileage and change in mileage of the affected bus route; 

16 (el the approximate total cost; 
I 

1 7 If) reasons for the proposed bus route change; 

18 (g) the number of children to be served; 

19 (h) a copy of the official minutes of the meeting at which the school trustees approved the new bus 

20 route or route change; and 

21 Ii) any other information that the county transportation committee considers relevant. 

22 (4) When an application for increased reimbursement for individual transportation is presented to 

23 the county transportation committee, it must include a signed individual transportation contract and a copy 

24 of the official minutes of the meeting at which the trustees acted upon the request for increased 

25 reimbursement. 

26 mm After a fast finaing factfinding hearing and decision on a transportation controversy, the 

27 trustees or a patron of the district may appeal~ the decision to the superintendent of public instruction 

28 who shall feflEief issue a decision on the basis of the facts established at the county transportation 

29 committee hearing. 

30 (:31 The trustees of any Elistriet whieh osjeets te a 13artieular sehool sus route er trans13ertation 
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serviee area to whieh it has seen assigned may request a transfer ta another seAoal sus route er 

2 trans13ortatien ser>,iee area. TAo eaunty trans130rtati0n eammittee ma'( transfer the territory af sueA distrist 

3 to an adjaeent distriet's trans130rtati0n serviee area or a1313r0ved seAael sus reuM witA tAe eansent sf sueh 

4 adjaeent distriet. When tAe qualified eleetars sf tAe district esjest ta the deeisian sf the eaunty 

5 trans130rtation eemmittee and the adjaeent distrist is willing ta provide ssAaal sus ser>,1iee, 20% sf tAe 

6 eiualified eleetars, as pressrised in 20 20 ;m1, may 13etiti0n tAe trustees ta sonduet an eleetian on tAe 

7 pr0130sitien tAat tAe territery af susA distriet se transferreEl for seAeel sus trans130rtati0n purpases ta susA 

8 eansenting, aEljaeent Elistriet. WAen a satisfaetory petition is wesented ta tAe trustees, tAe trustees sAall 

9 sail an elestien in aeeerdanee witA 20 20 201 for the next ensuing regular seAeel eleation day. 6ueA 

1 O eleetien sAall se senElusteEl in aesarElanee witA tAe ssAeol eleetion laws. If a majority of tAase veting at 

11 sueA eleetion approve tAe transfer, it sAall seoeme effoetiYe on Jul~· 1 of the ensuin§ seAeal fiseal year. 

12 (4) IJnless a transfer of a distriet from one transpertatien serviee area er appro\1od seAeel sus route 

13 to anetAer susA area er route is appreveEl B'f tAe eaunty trans130rtation eemmittee ans the superintendent 

14 of puslie instruetien, tAe state trans130rtati0n reimsursement shall se limiteEl ta tAe reimsursement am aunt 

15 fer seAeel sus transpertatien ta tAe nearest eperating puslie elementary ssAeel er puslis hi§A seAeel, 

16 ·,vAieAever is appropriate for tAe affeeted pupils." 

17 

18 Section 5. Section 20-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "20-10-141. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage rates. (1) The following mileage 

20 rates for school transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school transportation 

21 from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

22 These rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its transportation fund budget in order 

23 to provide for the estimated and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing school fiscal 

24 year. All bus miles traveled on bus routes approved by the county transportation committee are 

25 reimbursable. Nonbus mileage is reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to and from an overnight 

26 location of a school bus when the location is more than 10 miles from the school. A district may approve 

27 additional bus or nonbus miles within its own district or approved service area but may not claim 

28 reimbursement for the mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for bus mileage under 

29 the rate provisions of this schedule, must be a school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified 

30 driver on a bus route approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of public 
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instruction. 

(2) The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in accordance with the following schedule 

when the number of eligible t;ansportees Hiat boars a sehool Bus on an appro'>'ee weighted ridership 

assigned to a bus route is not less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus; 

(a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 1 2 but not more 

than 45 ehildren passenger seating positions; and 

{b) when the rated capacity is more than 45 ehildren passenger seating positions, an additional 

2.1 3 cents per bus mile for each additional €-Rile passenger seating position in the rated capacity in excess 

of 45 must be added to a base rate of 85 cents per bus mile. 

(3) Reimbursement for non bus mileage provided for in subsection ( 1) may not exceed 50% of the 

maximum reimbursement rate determined under subsection (2). 

(4) When the nuA=113er of eligible transportees boarding a sehool bus on an appro¥eEl weighted 

ridership assigned to a bus route is less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus, the rate 

per bus mile traveled must be computed as follows; 

(a) determine the nuA=113er of eligible transportees that board the sehool Bus on the weighted 

ridership assigned to the bus route; 

(b) multiply the number determined in subsection (4)(a) by two and round off to the nearest whole 

nuA'iber; and 

{c) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in subsection {4)(b) as the rated capacity of the bus 

to determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in subsection (2). 

(5) The rated capacity is the number of ~ passenger seating positions of a school bus as 

determined under the policy adopted by the board of public education. If modification of a school bus to 

accommodate pupils with disabilities reduces the rated capacity of the bus, the reimbursement to a district 

for pupil transportation is based on the rated capacity of the bus prior to modification. 

(6) The number of pupils riding the school bus may not exceed the passenger seating positions of 

the bus." 

28 Section 6. Section 20-10-142, MCA, is amended to read; 

29 "20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for individual transportation. The following rates 

30 for individual transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 
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from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

2 These rates constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts for individual transportation for the ensuing 

3 school fiscal year. The schedules provided in this section may not be altered by any authority other than 

4 the legislature of the state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent or guardian of any 

5 eligible transportee to provide individual transportation for each day of school attendance, they shall 

6 reimburse the parent or guardian for actual miles transported on the basis of the following schedule: 

7 11) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the residence 

8 of the parent or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

9 reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance in miles between the 

1 0 residence and the school, or the most distant school if more than one, by 2, subtracting 6 miles from the 

11 product, and multiplying the difference by 21.25 cents, provided that: 

12 la) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

13 schools located within 3 miles of one another and if the schools are operated by different school districts, 

14 the total amount of the reimbursement must be divided equally between the districts; 

15 lb) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

16 schools located more than 3 miles from one another, the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed 

17 for transporting the eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

18 (c) if a parent transports two or more eligible transportees to a school and a bus stop that are 

19 located within 3 miles of one another, the total reimbursement must be determined under the provisions 

20 of this subsection and must be divided equally between the district operating the school and the district 

21 operating the bus; 

22 (d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible transportees to a school or bus stop must, because 

23 of varying arrival and departure times, make more than one round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, 

24 the total reimbursement allowed by this section is limited to one round trip per day for each scheduled 

25 arrival or departure time; 

26 (el notwithstanding subsection ( 1) (a), ( 1) (bl, ( 1) le), or ( 1) (d), a reimbursement may not be less than 

27 25 cents a day. 

28 (2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the 

29 residence to a bus stop of a bus route approved by the trustees for the transportation of the transportee 

30 or transportees, the total reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance 
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in miles between the residence and the bus stop by 2, subtracting ~ §. miles from the product, and 

2 multiplying the difference by 21.25 cents, provided that: 

3 (a) if the eligible transportees attend schools in different districts but ride on one bus, the districts 

4 shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and 

5 (b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport the eligible transportees to more than one bus, 

6 the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed for transportation to each bus. 

7 (3) When,~ because of excessive distances, impassable roads, or other special circumstances 

8 of isolationi the rates prescribed in subsection ( 1) or (2) would be an inadequate reimbursement for the 

9 transportation costs or would result in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, a parent or guardian 

10 may request an increase in the reimbursement rate. A request for increased rates 4He--tG because of 

11 isolation must be made by the parent or guardian on the contract for individual transportation for the 

12 ensuing school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and circumstances that exist to justify the 

13 increase. Before an increased rate ~ because of isolation may be paid to the requesting parent or 

14 guardian, the rate must be approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

15 public instruction after the trustees have indicated their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action 

16 of the trustees and when approval is given by the eeuAty HaASf;19FtatieA committee and the superintendent 

17 of public instruction, the trustees shall pay the increased rate 4tte--te because of isolation. The increased 

18 rate is 1 ½ times the rate prescribed in subsection (1 ). 

19 14) The state and county transportation reimbursement for an individual transportation contract may 

20 not exceed $8 per day of attendance for the first eligible transportee and $5 per day of attendance for each 

21 additional eligible transportee. 

22 f4+lli When the isolated conditions of the household where an eligible transportee resides require 

23 an eligible transportee to live away from the household in order to attend school, the eligible transportee 

24 is eligible for the room and board reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board reimbursement 

25 must be obtained in the same manner prescribed in subsection (3). The per diem rate for room and board 

26 is ~ $8 for one eligible transportee and ~ $5 for each additional eligible transportee of the same 

27 household. 

28 fetifil When the individual transportation provision is to be satisfied by supervised home study or 

29 supervised correspondence study, the reimbursement rate is the cost of the study, provided that the course 

30 of instruction is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district." 
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NEW SECTION. Section 7. Establishment of transportation service areas. 11) The territory of a 

2 transportation service area is the territory of a school district unless the county transportation committee 

3 approves alternative boundaries after determining that the adjustments will improve pupil safety, 

4 transportation efficiency, or the cost-effectiveness of the pupil transportation system of the county. 

5 12) A district may not extend a bus route to transport pupils from outside its transportation service 

6 area unless the district has a written agreement with the district that the county transportation committee 

7 has assigned to transport the pupils. 

8 13) When the trustees of two or more districts enter into a written agreement to authorize 

g transportation services among transportation service areas, a copy of the agreement must be submitted to 

1 O the county superintendent and approved by the county transportation committee. Upon approval by the 

11 ee~nty transpertatien committee, the transportation agreements are valid for the current school year. 

12 14) The trustees of any district who object to a particular bus route or transportation service area 

13 to which the district has been assigned may request a transfer to another bus route or transportation 

14 service area. The county transportation committee may transfer the territory of the district to an adjacent 

15 transportation service area or approved bus route with the consent of the district providing transportation 

16 in the adjacent transportation service area. 

17 15) If the qualified electors of the district object to the decision of the county transportation 

18 committee and the adjacent district is willing to provide school bus service, 20% of the qualified electors, 

19 as prescribed in 20-20-301, may petition the trustees to conduct an election on the proposition that the 

20 territory of the district be transferred for pupil transportation purposes to the adjacent transportation service 

21 area. If a satisfactory petition is presented to the trustees, the trustees shall call an election on the 

22 proposition in accordance with 20-20-201 for the next ensuing regular school election day. The election 

23 must be conducted in accordance with the school election laws. If a majority of those voting at the election 

24 approve the transfer, the transfer is effective on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

25 (6) Unless a transfer of territory from one transportation service area or approved bus route to 

26 another area or bus route is approved by the superintendent of public instruction and the county 

27 transportation committee, the state transportation reimbursement is limited to the reimbursement amount 

28 for pupil transportation to the nearest operating public elementary school or public high school, whichever 

29 is appropriate for the affected pupils. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 8. Assignment of passenger points. 

2 Passenger points must be assigned to each eligible transportee on a bus route as follows: 

3 11) 1 point for each elementary pupil not described in subsection 13) or (4); 

4 12) 1.5 points for each high school pupil not described in subsection 13) or 14); 

5 13) 3 points for pupils described in 20-10-101 (2)1cHii) who do not use a wheelchair; and 

6 14) for pupils using a wheelchair: 

7 la) 12 points for the first pupil using a wheelchair; 

8 (b) 9 points for the second pupil using a wheelchair; and 

9 le) 6 points for each additional pupil using a wheelchair. 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Passenger count required for high school programs. 11) Each school 

12 district shall conduct a passenger count of the eligible transportees in the high school program who ride 

13 a school bus on the morning bus route for 5 consecutive school days beginning on the first Monday after 

14 November 14. Eligible transportees who ride at least once in the 5-day period must be included in the 

15 count. The passenger count must be used to determine the weighted ridership of the bus route for 

16 reimbursement purposes. 

17 12) The district shall send the passenger count to the superintendent of public instruction, on forms 

18 provided by the superintendent, on or before December 10. The district shall provide a copy of the 

19 passenger count to the county superintendent. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instruction. [Sections 7 through 9] are intended to be 

22 codified as an integral part of Title 20, chapter 10, part 1, and the provisions of Title 20, chapter 10, part 

23 1, apply to [sections 7 through 9]. 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 11. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

26 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 112 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SB0112.02 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REIMBURSING A SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR PUPIL 

6 TRANSPORTATION COSTS BASED ON A WEIGHTED RIDERSHIP SYSTEM; ESTABLISHING A PASSENGER 

7 COUNT FOR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS; CLARIFYING THAT A K-12 SCHOOL 

8 DISTRICT HAS TWO REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE; 

9 ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE REVIEW OF A BUS ROUTE BY THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

10 COMMITTEE; LIMITING STATE AND COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TRANSPORTATION 

11 CONTRACT; INCREASING THE PER DIEM RATE FOR ROOM AND BOARD FOR AN ELIGIBLE 

12 TRANS PORTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-101, 20-10-103, 20-10-131, 20-10-1 32, 20-1 0-141, AND 

13 20-10-142, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 

17 Section 1. Section 20-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

18 "20-10-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 

19 following definitions apply: 

20 (1) "Bus route" means a route approved by the board of trustees of a school district and by the 

21 county transportation committee. 

22 {1) AR "eli€)illle (2) "Eligible transportee" means a public school pupil who: 

23 (a) is 5 years of age or older and has not auaiReel l"lis 21st llirtl"lelay reached the age of 21 on or 

24 before September 10 of the current school year or who is a preschool child with disabilities between the 

25 ages of 3 and 6; 

26 (bl is a resident of the state of Montana; 

2 7 ( c) regardless of district and county boundaries.~ 

28 ill resides at least 3 miles, over the shortest practical route, from the nearest operating public 

29 elementary school or public high school, whichever the case may be; or 

30 (ii) has transportation identified as a related service in an individualized education program as 
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developed and implemented in accordance with the Individual With Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 

1400, et seq.; and 

(d) is considered to reside with flis 2 parent or guardian who maintains legal residence within the 

boundaries of the district furnishing the transportation regardless of where the eligible transportee actually 

lives when attending school. 

(31 "Passenger seating position" means, as defined in 49 CFR 571.222, the space on a school bus 

eeAeA seat allocated for one passenger. 

rnM:J. (a) /\ "seAeol "School bus" means, except as provided in subsection~ 1.1JJ.Ql, any motor 

vehicle that: 

(i) complies with the bus standards established by the board of public education as verified by the 

MeAtaAa department of justice's semiannual inspection of school buses and the superintendent of public 

instruction; and 

(ii) is owned by a district or other public agency and operated for the transportation of pupils to or 

from school or owned by a carrier under contract with a district or public agency to provide transportation 

of pupils to or from school. 

(bl A school bus does not include a vehicle that is: 

(i) privately owned and not operated for compensation under this title; 

(ii) privately owned and operated for reimbursement under 20-10-142; 

(iii) either district-owned or privately owned, designed to carry not more than nine passengers, and 

used to transport pupils to or from activity events or to transport pupils to their homes in case of illness 

or other emergency situations; or 

(iv) an over-the-road passenger coach used only to transport pupils to activity events. 

~@ "Transportation" means: 

(a) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus between flis the pupil's legal residence or an 

officially designated bus stop and the school designated by the trustees for ffi5 the pupil's attendance; or 

(bl "individual transportation" wAeFee·r by which a district is relieved of actually conveying a pupil. 

Individual transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for conveying the pupil, reimbursing the 

parent or guardian for the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised correspondence study or 

supervised home study. 

(61 "Transportation service area" means the geographic area of responsibility for school bus 
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transportation for each district that operates a school bus transportation program. 

2 {7) "Weighted ridership" means the sum of the passenger points assigned to the eligible 

3 transportees who are transported on a bus route." 

4 

5 Section 2. Section 20-10-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 "20-10-103. School bus driver qualifications. APry f:::. driver of a school bus is qualified to drive a 

7 school bus if the driver: 

8 { 1) is not less than 18 years of age; 

9 (2) is of good moral character; 

10 (3) is the holder of a commercial driver's license; 

11 (4) has filed with the district a satisfactory medical examination report, on a form approved by the 

12 United States department of transportation er B'I' tlaie sur:,eriAt0Aaent ef r:,uelie instruotieA, signed by any 

13 physician licensed in the United States or, if acceptable to an insurance carrier, any licensed physician; 

14 (5) has completed a basic first aid course and holds a valid basic first aid certificate from an 

1 5 authorized instructor. The issuance of the certificate is governed by rules established by the superintendent 

16 of public instruction, provided that the rules may suspend this requirement for a reasonable period of time 

17 if there has been an inadequate opportunity for securing the basic first aid course and certificate. 

18 (6) has complied with any other qualifications established by the board of public education; and 

19 i 7) has filed with the county superintendent a certificate from the trustees of the district for which 

20 the school bus is to be driven, certifying compliance with the driver qualifications enumerated in this 

21 section." 

22 

23 Section 3. Section 20-10-131, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "20-10-131. County transportation committee membership. ( 1) To coordinate the orderly provision 

25 of a uniform transportation program within a county uneler tlaie traAsr:,ertatieA law, sears ef r:,uelio eeluoatien 

26 transr:,ertatieA r:,olieies, aAel tlaie traAsr:,ortatien rules ef tlaie sur:,eriAteAaent ef ,:,uelie iAstruetien, there Sf\01! 

27 must be a county transportation committee created in each county of the state of Montana. The 

28 membership of the eeuAty transr:,ortatieA committee slaia\l 00 consists of: 

29 {a) the county superintendent; 

30 (b) the elaiairman presiding officer of the board of county commissioners or a member of Stief. the 
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board designated by the chairman presiding officer; 

2 (cl except for a K-12 school district, a trustee or district employee designated by the trustees of 

3 each high school district of the county; 

4 (d) one representative from each high school district of the county who is a trustee of an 

5 elementary district encompassed within the high school district and who has been selected at a meeting 

6 of the trustees of Si:l€fl the elementary districts; 

7 (e) two representatives of each K-12 school district of the county, each of whom is either a trustee 

8 or a district employee designated by the trustees; and 

9 ~ill a representative of a district of another county when the transportation services of S¼ffiR-a 

1 O the district are affected by the actions of the county transportation committee, but s1:Jel=i a the 

11 representative shall l=ia..,e has a voice only in matters affecting transportation within Si:l€fl the district or by 

12 Si:l€fl the district. 

13 (21 The county transportation committee SA-8H must have at least five members, and if this 

14 minimum membership cannot be realized in the manner prescribed in subsections ( 1 )(a) through t+HeJ, i111.fil 

15 aeeve, the county superintendent shall appoint a sufficient number of members to satisfy the minimum 

1 6 membership requirement. 

17 (31 The county superintendent sl=iall be ii the el=iairrnan presiding officer of the county 

18 transportation committee, and a quorum sl=iall eensist e.f ii a majority of the membership. A quorum must 

19 be present for the committee to conduct business. The ee1:Jnty transJ3ortation committee shall meet on the 

20 call of the etciairrnan presiding officer or any three members of 5l,l6R the committee." 

21 

22 Section 4. Section 20-10-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

23 "20-10-132. Duties of the county transportation committee. ( 1 l It stciall be ii the duty of the county 

24 transportation committee to: 

25 (a) establish the transportation service areas within the county, without regard to district boundary 

26 lines, wtciietci will aefine ttcie !Je0!JFaf'IAio area of resJ3onsibility for setciool b1:1s transJ3ortation for each district 

2 7 that operates a school bus transportation program; 

28 (bl except as provided in subsection (2), approve, disapprove, or adjust the school bus re1:1tin!J 

29 routes submitted by the trustees of each district in conformity with the transportation service areas 

30 established in subsection (1 )(a); 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

le) approve, disapprove, or adjust applications, approved by the trustees, for increased 

reimbursements for individual transportation sue te because of isolated conditions of the eligible 

transportee's residence; and 

Id) conduct hearings to establish the facts of transportation controversies Wffit,fl that have been 

appealed from the decision of the trustees and act on s,;oo the appeals on the basis of the facts established 

at~ the hearing. 

12) In an emergency situation, a temporary bus route change may be approved by the county 

superintendent. A bus route change approved by the county superintendent must be confirmed by the 

county transportation committee within 30 days in order to be continued for a period longer than 30 days. 

(3) When the county transportation committee reviews a request for a new bus route or a change 

to an existing route, the committee shall consider the following: 

(a) a map of the existing and proposed bus route; 

(bl a description of turnarounds; 

(c) conditions affecting safety: 

(d) the total mileage and change in mileage of the affected bus route; 

(e) the approximate total cost; 

(f) reasons for the proposed bus route change; 

(g) the number of children to be served: 

(h) a copy of the official minutes of the meeting at which the school trustees approved the new bus 

route or route change; and 

(i) any other information that the county transportation committee considers relevant. 

(4) When an application for increased reimbursement for individual transportation is presented to 

the county transportation committee, it must include a signed individual transportation contract and a copy 

of the official minutes of the meeting at which the trustees acted upon the request for increased 

reimbursement. 

f-2+ili.l After a feat finaing factfinding hearing and decision on a transportation controversy, the 

trustees or a patron of the district may appeal s,;oo the decision to the superintendent of public instruction 

who shall f6f\6&f issue a decision on the basis of the facts established at the county transportation 

committee hearing. 

(3) The rn:1stees ef an~· aistriot wl=iioA el3ieots te a 13artioular sel=iael 13us route er trans13ertatien 
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serviee area ta whish it has seeA assi§Aee may reqc1est a traAsfor to aAether sehool slcls ro1cJte of 

2 traAS!)ertatioA serviee area. The eolclAty traAS!JOFtatiaA oorAmittea may traAsfer tho torritarv of slcleh eistriet 

3 to aA aeljaeeAt eistriet's trans13ortatioA seP,iee area or B!J!JFSvee sehaol BlclS FOlclte with tile eoAsent sf sc1oh 

4 aeljaeent aistriot. Whan tha Qlclalifiea eleetars sf tho aistriet osjeot to tho eeoision of the ooc1ntv 

5 trans13ortation oemmiuee ane the aajaoent aistriet is v,•illin§ te praviae sehool slcls sorviee, 20% sf the 

6 qualilioEI eleotors, as preserieeEI iA 20 20 601, ma•, !)etiti,oA the trnstoos to eonelclet an eleeti,on OR the 

7 pro13ositioA that tho territory sf sueh eistriet se transferrea for sehool sc1s transpartation 13c1rposes to such 

8 eonsontiA§, aejaoent eistriot. When a satisfootory 13etition is prosentoe to the trustees, the trustees shall 

9 oall an eleotion in aeeereanee with 20 20 201 for the nel(t ensc1iA§ re§ular sehool eleotioA aa•y. Sueh 

1 O oleetion shall ee eoM1cJotea in aeeoreanee with the sehool eleetioA laws. If a rAajerity of those •,otiA§ at 

11 SlclOR eloeti,en B!;l!JfBYO tl=lo tfansfor, it sl=lall eoeomo offoeti\'O en clul•f 1 ef tl=le eRSlcliR§ ssl=loel i'isoal year. 

12 11) IJnloss a transfer of a aistriot frerA eno trans13ertation servioo area or a13pre•,roe sehoel eus route 

13 to another slcloh area or rolclto is B!J!Jrovoe 13~· the eeuntv transportation oemmittoe ans tho su!)erinteneent 

14 of 13c1elio instr1cJetion, tho state transpertatioA reimeursoment shall so lirAitee te tho raimelclrsoment am aunt 

15 fer sehool sus trans13ortation to the nearest B!)eratin§ !JciBlie olomontary soheel er p1:1slie high sohool, 

16 whiehever is a!)!)FO!Jriato for tRo aHeeted !Jl:l!)ils." 

17 

18 Section 5. Section 20-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "20-10-141. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage rates. 11) The following mileage 

20 rates for school transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school transportation 

21 from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

22 These rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its transportation fund budget in order 

23 to provide for the estimated and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing school fiscal 

24 year. All bus miles traveled on bus routes approved by the county transportation committee are 

25 reimbursable. Nonbus mileage is reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to and from an overnight 

26 location of a school bus when the location is more than 10 miles from the school. A district may approve 

27 additional bus or nonbus miles within its own district or approved service area but may not claim 

28 reimbursement for the mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for bus mileage under 

29 the rate provisions of this schedule, must be a school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified 

30 driver on a bus route approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of public 
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instruction. 

2 121 The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in accordance with the following schedule 

3 when the n1:1ffleer ef eli13ielo traAspertees tRat eearel a seReel 131:1s SA an appre•,eel ·JVeighted ridership 

4 assigned to a bus route is not less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus: 

5 (a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of net less tRaA 12 e1:1t not more 

6 than 45 eRileren passenger seating positions; and 

7 lb) when the rated capacity is more than 45 SRilernA passenger seating positions, an additional 

8 2.13 cents per bus mile for each additional el:lile passenger seating position in the rated capacity in excess 

9 of 45 must be added to a base rate of 85 cents per bus mile. 

10 (3) Reimbursement for nonbus mileage provided for in subsection ( 1) may not exceed 50% of the 

11 maximum reimbursement rate determined under subsection (2). 

12 (4) When the n1:1R1eer ef oligielo vansperteos eoareing a seReol e1:1s en aA appre\loa weighted 

13 ridership assigned to a bus route is less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus, the rate 

14 per bus mile traveled must be computed as follows: 

15 (a) determine the nuR1eer of oligielo transpertoos tRat eeara tRo seRool eus on tRe weighted 

16 ridership assigned to the bus route; 

17 (bl multiply the number determined in subsection (4)(a) by two ana re1:1ne off to tRe Aearost wRele 

18 Al:lffii3er; and 

19 (cl use the adjusted rated capacity determined in subsection (4)(b) as the rated capacity of the bus 

20 to determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in subsection (2). 

21 (5) The rated capacity is the number of ~ passenger seating positions of a school bus as 

22 determined under the policy adopted by the board of public education. If modification of a school bus to 

23 accommodate pupils with disabilities reduces the rated capacity of the bus, the reimbursement to a district 

24 for pupil transportation is based on the rated capacity of the bus prior to modification. 

25 (6) The number of pupils riding the school bus may not exceed the passenger seating positions of 

26 the bus." 

27 

28 Section 6. Section 20-10-142, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for individual transportation. The following rates 

30 for individual transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 
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from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

2 These rates constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts for individual transportation for the ensuing 

3 school fiscal year. The schedules provided in this section may not be altered by any authority other than 

4 the legislature ef ~l=ie s~Me ef MeA~aAa. When the trustees contract with the parent or guardian of any 

5 eligible transportee to provide individual transportation for each day of school attendance, they shall 

6 reimburse the parent or guardian for actual miles transported on the basis of the following schedule: 

7 ( 1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the residence 

8 of the parent or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

9 reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance in miles between the 

1 0 residence and the school, or the most distant school if more than one, by 2, subtracting 6 miles from the 

11 product, and multiplying the difference by 21.25 cents, provided that: 

12 (a) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

13 schools located within 3 miles of one another and if the schools are operated by different school districts, 

14 the total amount of the reimbursement must be divided equally between the districts; 

15 (b) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

16 schools located more than 3 miles from one another, the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed 

1 7 for transporting the eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

18 (c) if a parent transports two or more eligible transportees to a school and a bus stop that are 

19 located within 3 miles of one another, the total reimbursement must be determined under the provisions 

20 of this subsection and must be divided equally between the district operating the school and the district 

21 operating the bus; 

22 (d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible transportees to a school or bus stop must, because 

23 of varying arrival and departure times, make more than one round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, 

24 the total reimbursement allowed by this section is limited to one round trip per day for each scheduled 

25 arrival or departure time; 

26 le) notwithstanding subsection ( 1 )(a), I 1 )(b), ( 1 )(c), or ( 1 )(d), a reimbursement may not be less than 

27 25 cents a day. 

28 12) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the 

29 residence to a bus stop of a bus route approved by the trustees for the transportation of the transportee 

30 or transportees, the total reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance 
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1 in miles between the residence and the bus stop by 2, subtracting ~ § miles from the product, and 

2 multiplying the difference by 21 .25 cents, provided that: 

3 (a) if the eligible transportees attend schools in different districts but ride on one bus, the districts 

4 shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and 

5 (bl if the parent or guardian is required to transport the eligible transportees to more than one bus, 

6 the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed for transportation to each bus. 

7 (3) When,~ because of excessive distances, impassable roads, or other special circumstances 

8 of isolation, the rates prescribed in subsection ( 1) or (2) would be an inadequate reimbursement for the 

9 transportation costs or would result in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, a parent or guardian 

1 0 may request an increase in the reimbursement rate. A request for increased rates ~ because of 

11 isolation must be made by the parent or guardian on the contract for individual transportation for the 

12 ensuing school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and circumstances that exist to justify the 

1 3 increase. Before an increased rate ~ because of isolation may be paid to the requesting parent or 

14 guardian, the rate must be approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

15 public instruction after the trustees have indicated their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action 

16 of the trustees and when approval is given by the ee1:1nty trans13ertatien committee and the superintendent 

17 of public instruction, the trustees shall pay the increased rate~ because of isolation. The increased 

18 rate is 1 ½ times the rate prescribed in subsection I 1). 

19 (4) The state and county transportation reimbursement for an individual transportation contract may 

20 not exceed $8 per day of attendance for the first eligible transportee and $5 per day of attendance for each 

21 additional eligible transportee. 

22 {4+.(_fil When the isolated conditions of the household where an eligible transportee resides require 

23 an eligible.transportee to.live away from the household in order to attend school, the eligible transportee 

24 is eligible for the room and board reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board reimbursement 

25 must be obtained in the same manner prescribed in subsection (3). The per diem rate for room and board 

26 is ~ $8 for one eligible transportee and~ li for each additional eligible transportee of the same 

27 household. 

28 +e+ifil When the individual transportation provision is to be satisfied by supervised home study or 

29 supervised correspondence study, the reimbursement rate is the cost of the study, provided that the course 

30 of instruction is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district." 
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NEW SECTION. Section 7. Establishment of transportation service areas. 11) The territory of a 

2 transportation service area is the territory of a school district unless the county transportation committee 

3 approves alternative boundaries after determining that the adjustments will improve pupil safety, 

4 transportation efficiency, or the cost-effectiveness of the pupil transportation system of the county. 

5 ( 2) A district may not extend a bus route to transport pupils from outside its transportation service 

6 area unless the district has a written agreement with the district that the county transportation committee 

7 has assigned to transport the pupils. 

8 (3) When the trustees of two or more districts enter into a written agreement to authorize 

9 transportation services among transportation service areas, a copy of the agreement must be submitted to 

1 O the county superintendent and approved by the county transportation committee. Upon approval by the 

11 eeuAty tFaASJ3BFtatieA committee, the transportation agreements are valid for the current school year. 

12 (4) The trustees of any district who object to a particular bus route or transportation service area 

13 to which the district has been assigned may request a transfer to another bus route or transportation 

14 service area. The county transportation committee may transfer the territory of the district to an adjacent 

15 transportation service area or approved bus route with the consent of the district providing transportation 

16 in the adjacent transportation service area. 

17 (5) If the qualified electors of the district object to the decision of the county transportation 

18 committee and the adjacent district is willing to provide school bus service, 20% of the qualified electors, 

19 as prescribed in 20-20-301, may petition the trustees to conduct an election on the proposition that the 

20 territory of the district be transferred for pupil transportation purposes to the adjacent transportation service 

21 area. If a satisfactory petition is presented to the trustees, the trustees shall call an election on the 

22 proposition in accordance with 20-20-201 for the next ensuing regular school election day. The election 

23 must be conducted in accordance with the school election laws. If a majority of those voting at the election 

24 approve the transfer, the transfer is effective on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

25 (6) Unless a transfer of territory from one transportation service area or approved bus route to 

26 another area or bus route is approved by the superintendent of public instruction and the county 

27 transportation committee, the state transportation reimbursement is limited to the reimbursement amount 

28 for pupil transportation to the nearest operating public elementary school or public high school, whichever 

29 is appropriate for the affected pupils. 

30 
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NEW SECTION. Section 8. Assignment of passenger points. 

2 Passenger points must be assigned to each eligible transportee on a bus route as follows: 

3 I 1) 1 point for each elementary pupil not described in subsection (3) or 14); 

4 (2) 1.5 points for each high school pupil not described in subsection (3) or (4); 

5 (3) 3 points for pupils described in 20-10-10112)(c)(ii) who do not use a wheelchair; and 

6 (4) for pupils using a wheelchair: 

7 (a) 12 points for the first pupil using a wheelchair; 

8 (b) 9 points for the second pupil using a wheelchair; and 

9 (c) 6 points for each additional pupil using a wheelchair. 

10 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Passenger count required for high school programs. ( 1) Each school 

12 district shall conduct a passenger count of the eligible transportees in the high school program who ride 

13 a school bus on the morning bus ro1,Jte for 5 consecutive school days beginning on the first Monday after 

14 November 14. Eligible transportees who ride at least once in the 5-day period must be included in the 

15 count. The passenger count must be used to determine the weighted ridership of the bus route for 

16 reimbursement purposes. 

17 (2) The district shall send the passenger count to the superintendent of public instruction, on forms 

18 provided by the superintendent, on or before December 10. The district shall provide a copy of the 

19 passenger count to the county superintendent. 

20 

21 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instruction. [Sections 7 through 91 are intended to be 

22 codified as an integral part of Title 20, chapter 10, part 1, and the provisions of Title 20, chapter 10, part 

23 1, apply to [sections 7 through 9]. 

24 

25 

26 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

-END-
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 7, 1995 

Page 1 of 3 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Education and Cultural Resources report that Senate 

Bill 112 (third reading copy -- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 13. 
Following: ''PROVIDING'' 
Strike: "AN" 
Following: ''EFFECTIVE'' 
Strike: "DATE" 

Chair 

Carried by: Rep. Ellis 

Insert: "DATES, A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A 
TERMINATION DATE" 

2. Page 6, line 18. 
Following: line 17 
Insert: ''Section 5. Section 20-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-10-141. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage 
rates. (1) The following mileage rates for school transportation 
constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school 
transportation from state and county sources of transportation 
revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These 
rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its 
transportation fund budget in order to provide for the estimated 
and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing 
school fiscal year. All bus miles traveled on routes approved by 
the county transportation committee are reimbursable. Nonbus 
mileage is reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to 
and from an overnight location of a school bus when the location 
is more than 10 miles from the school. A district may approve 

Committee Vote: 
Yes lb No U7. HOUSE 



March 7, 1995 
Page 2 of 3 

additional bus or nonbus miles within its own district or 
approved service area but may not claim reimbursement for the 
mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for 
bus mileage under the rate provisions of this schedule, must be a 
school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified 
driver on a bus route approved by the county transportation 
committee and the superintendent of public instruction. 

(2) The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in 
accordance with the following schedule when the number of 
eligible transportees that board a school bus on an approved 
route is not less than one-half of its rated capacity: 

(a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated 
capacity of not less than 12 but not more than 45 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than 45 children, an 
additional 2.13 cents per bus mile for each additional child in 
the rated capacity in excess of 45 must be added to a base rate 
of 85 cents per bus mile. 

(3) Reimbursement for nonbus mileage provided for in 
subsection (1) may not exceed 50% of the maximum reimbursement 
rate determined under subsection (2). 

(4) When the number of eligible transportees boarding a 
school bus on an approved route is less than one-half of its 
rated capacity, the rate per bus mile traveled must be computed 
as follows: 

(a) determine the number of eligible transportees that 
board the school bus on the route; 

(b) multiply the number determined in subsection (4) (a) by 
two and round off to the nearest whole number; and 

(c) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 
subsection (4) (b) as the rated capacity of the bus to determine 
the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in 
subsection (2). 

(5) The rated capacity is the number of riding positions of 
a school bus as determined under the policy adopted by the board 
of public education."" 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

3. Page 11, line 13. 
Following: "first" 
Strike: "Monday" 
Insert: ''school day on or" 

4. Page 11, line 21 and 23. 
Strike: ''7 through 9'' 
Insert: ''8 through 10'' 

5. Page 11, lines 25 and 26. 
Strike: "date" 

530948SC .Hbk 



Insert: "dates -- retroactive applicability" 
Strike: '' [This act] is'' 

March 7, 1995 
Page 3 of 3 

Insert: '' (1) [Sections 1 through 4, 6 through 11, and 13] are'' 
Following: line 25 
Insert: "(2) [Section 5 and this section] are effective on 

passage and approval 
(3) [Section 5] applies retroactively, within the meaning 

of 1-2-109, to the school fiscal year beginning July 1, 1994. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Termination. 
terminates July 1, 1995." 

-END-

[Section S] 
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SENATE BILL NO. 112 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SB0112.03 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REIMBURSING A SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR PUPIL 

6 TRANSPORTATION COSTS BASED ON A WEIGHTED RIDERSHIP SYSTEM; ESTABLISHING A PASSENGER 

7 COUNT FOR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS; CLARIFYING THAT A K-12 SCHOOL 

8 DISTRICT HAS TWO REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE; 

9 ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE REVIEW OF A BUS ROUTE BY THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

10 COMMITTEE; LIMITING STATE AND COUNTY REIMBURSEMENT FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TRANSPORTATION 

11 CONTRACT; INCREASING THE PER DIEM RATE FOR ROOM AND BOARD FOR AN ELIGIBLE 

12 TRANSPORTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-101, 20-10-103, 20-10-131, 20-10-132, 20-10-141, AND 

13 20-10-.142, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEQ.A.+e DATES, A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE, 

14 AND A TERMINATION DATE." 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

18 Section 1. Section 20-10-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "20-10-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 

20 following definitions apply: 

21 ( 1) "Bus route" means a route approved by the board of trustees of a school district and by the 

22 county transportation committee. 

23 (1) An "eli~il3Ie 12) "Eligible transportee" means a public school pupil who: 

24 (a) is 5 years of age or older and has not attainee l=lis 21st 13irtl=leay reached the age of 21 on or 

25 before September 10 of the current school year or who is a preschool child with disabilities between the 

26 ages of 3 and 6; 

27 {bl is a resident of the state of Montana; 

28 {c) regardless of district and county boundaries.~ 

29 ill resides at least 3 miles, over the shortest practical route, from the nearest operating public 

30 elementary school or public high school, whichever the case may be; or 
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1 (ii) has transportation identified as a related service in an individualized education program as 

2 developed and implemented in accordance with the Individual With Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 

3 1400, et seq.; and 

4 (d) is considered to reside with ~ J! parent or guardian who maintains legal residence within the 

5 boundaries of the district furnishing the transportation regardless of where the eligible transportee actually 

6 lives when attending school. 

7 (3) "Passenger seating position" means, as defined in 49 CFR 571.222. the space on a school bus 

8 13oAel=I seat allocated for one passenger. 

9 mHJ. (a) /1. "sol=lool "School bus" means, except as provided in subsection~ J.illl, any motor 

10 vehicle that: 

11 (i) complies with the bus standards established by the board of public education as verified by the 

12 MoAtaRa department of justice's semiannual inspection of school buses and the superintendent of public 

13 instruction; and 

14 (ii) is owned by a district or other public agency and operated for the transportation of pupils to or 

15 from school or owned by a carrier under contract with a district or public agency to provide transportation 

16 of pupils to or from school. 

17 (b) A school bus does not include a vehicle that is: 

18 (i) privately owned and not operated for compensation under this title; 

19 (ii) privately owned and operated for reimbursement under 20-10-142; 

20 (iii) either district-owned or privately owned, designed to carry not more than nine passengers, and 

21 used to transport pupils to or from activity events or to transport pupils to their homes in case of illness 

22 or other emergency situations; or 

23 (iv) an over-the-road passenger coach used only to transport pupils to activity events. 

24 ~ifil "Transportation" means: 

25 (a) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus between~ the pupil's legal residence or an 

26 officially designated bus stop and tho school designated by the trustees for~ the pupil's attendance; or 

27 (b) "individual transportation" wl=lernl3y by which a district is relieved of actually conveying a pupil. 

28 Individual transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for conveying the pupil, reimbursing the 

29 parent or guardian for the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised correspondence study or 

30 supervised home study. 
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(6) "Transportation service area" means the geographic area of responsibility for school bus 

2 transportation for each district that operates a school bus transportation program. 

3 (7) "Weighted ridership" means the sum of the passenger points assigned to the eligible 

4 transportees who are transported on a bus route." 

5 

6 Section 2. Section 20-10-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

7 "20-10-103. School bus driver qualifications. Afty- 6. driver of a school bus is qualified to drive a 

8 school bus if the driver: 

9 ( 11 is not less than 18 years of age; 

10 (21 is of good moral character; 

11 (3) is the holder of a commercial driver's license; 

12 (4) has filed with the district a satisfactory medical examination report, on a form approved by the 

13 United States department of transportation or by the su13eriAteAaent of 13ublie instruetion, signed by any 

14 physician licensed in the United States or, if acceptable to an insurance carrier, any licensed physician; 

15 (5) has completed a basic first aid course and holds a valid basic first aid certificate from an 

16 authorized instructor. The issuance of the certificate is governed by rules established by the superintendent 

17 of public instruction, provided that the rules may suspend this requirement for a reasonable period of time 

18 if there has been an inadequate opportunity for securing the basic first aid course and certificate. 

19 (6) has complied with any other qualifications established by the board of public education; and 

20 (7) has filed with the county superintendent a certificate from the trustees of the district for which 

21 the school bus is to be driven, certifying compliance with the driver qualifications enumerated in this 

22 section." 

23 

Section 3. Section 20-10-131, MCA, is amended to read: 24 

25 "20-10-131. County transportation committee membership. (1) To coordinate the orderly 

26 provision of a uniform transportation program within a county uAder the transportation law, aoard of pualic 

27 educatien trans13ortatien 13elieies, ana tho traAs13ertatien rtJles of the s1J13erintendeAt of 13ublio instrtJetieA, 

28 there~ must be a county transportation committee created in each county of the state of Montana. The 

29 membership of the oe1:1nt-; traAs13ertatieA committee shall ae consists of: 

30 (al the county superintendent; 
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1 (b) the ehairFAan presiding officer of the board of county commissioners or a member of Stief\ the 

2 board designated by the ehainnan presiding officer; 

3 (c) except for a K-12 school district, a trustee or district employee designated by the trustees of 

4 each high school district of the county; 

5 (d) one representative from each high school district of the county who is a trustee of an 

6 elementary district encompassed within the high school district and who has been selected at a meeting 

7 of the trustees of Stief\ the elementary districts; 

8 (e) two representatives of each K-12 school district of the county, each of whom is either a trustee 

9 or a district employee designated by the trustees; and 

1 O ietill a representative of a district of another county when the transportation services of Sttefl-a 

11 the district are affected by the actions of the county transportation committee, but sueh a the 

12 representative shall have has a voice only in matters affecting transportation within 51:feft the district or by 

1 3 5t:leH the district. 

14 (2) The county transportation committee SflaU must have at least five members, and if this 

15 minimum membership cannot be realized in the manner prescribed in subsections (1 )(a) through f++AA il..lifil 

16 ase-ve, the county superintendent shall appoint a sufficient number of members to satisfy the minimum 

1 7 membership requirement. 

18 (3) The county superintendent shall 00 ~ the ehairman presiding officer of the county 

19 transportation committee, and a quorum shall eensist e-f ~ a majority of the membership. A quorum must 

20 be present for the committee to conduct business. Tho eounty trans13erMtien committee shall meet on the 

21 call of the ehairFRan presiding officer or any three members of StteR the committee." 

22 

23 Section 4. Section 20-10-132, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "20-10-132. Duties of the county transportation committee. (1) It sl'lall 00 ~ the duty of the 

25 county transportation committee to: 

26 la) establish the transportation service areas within the county, without regard to district boundary 

27 lines, whiel'I will aefine the €JOO!jra131'1ie area ef res13ensi0ility fer seheol eus tmns13ortation for each district 

28 that operates a school bus transportation program; 

29 (b) except as provided in subsection (2), approve, disapprove, or adjust the school bus reutin!J 

30 routes submitted by the trustees of each district in conformity with the transportation service areas 
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established in subsection ( 1 )(a); 

(c) approve, disapprove, or adjust applications, approved by the trustees, for increased 

reimbursements for individual transportation duo to because of isolated conditions of the eligible 

transportee's residence; and 

Id) conduct hearings to establish the facts of transportation controversies WfmlR that have been 

appealed from the decision of the trustees and act on~ the appeals on tho basis of the facts established 

at Sl,l€f\ the hearing. 

(2) In an emergency situation, a temporary bus route change may be approved by the county 

superintendent. A bus route change approved by the county superintendent must be confirmed by the 

county transportation committee within 30 days in order to be continued for a period longer than 30 days. 

(3) When the county transportation committee reviews a request for a new bus route or a change 

to an existing route, the committee shall consider the following: 

(al a map of the existing and proposed bus route: 

(b) a description of turnarounds; 

(cl conditions affecting safety: 

(dl the total mileage and change in mileage of the affected bus route: 

(e) the approximate total cost; 

(f) reasons for the proposed bus route change: 

(g) the number of children to be served: 

(h) a copy of the official minutes of the meeting at which the school trustees approved the new 

bus route or route change; and 

(i) any other information that the county transportation committee considers relevant. 

(4) When an application for increased reimbursement for individual transportation is presented to 

the county transportation committee, it must include a signed individual transportation contract and a copy 

of the official minutes of the meeting at which the trustees acted upon the request for increased 

reimbursement. 

R}ifil After a foet findin!J factfinding hearing and decision on a transportation controversy, the 

trustees or a patron of the district may appeal Sl,l€f\ the decision to the superintendent of public instruction 

who shall fefl6ef issue a decision on the basis of the facts established at the county transportation 

committee hearing. 
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(:3) Tho trustees ef aRy Elistriet whieh ebjoets to a !)artieular seheel bus reuto er transJJertatien 

2 serviea area ta .,.,.hieh it has beeR assignee may request a traRsfer te another seheol bus reute er 

3 traRs!)ertatiBR serviee area. The eeuRty transportatien eemmittee may transfer the territery ef such Elistrict 

4 to an aEljaeent Elistriet' s traRS!Jertatien serviee area or a!)!)FO'reEl sehoel bus reute with the eoRsent of sueh 

5 aEljaeent Elistriet. When the qualified eleetors of the Elistriet ebjeet to the EleeisioR of the eeunty 

6 traRs!)ertatieR eemmittee aRd the aEljaeent Elistriet is williRg te !)revise seheel bus service, 20% ef tho 

7 qualifies eleeters, as JJreseribeEl in 20 20 :301, may !)etitieR the trustees to coREluct OR eleetioR OR the 

8 !JFB!)esitieR that the territory ef sueh Elistriet be transferred fer sehoel bus traRS!J0rtatioR !)Ur!)oses to sueh 

9 consenting, aEljaeeRt Elistriet. WheR a satisfaeter~· !)etitioR is !)resenteEl te the trustees, the trustees shall 

1 O eall an eleetien in aeeorElanee with 20 20 201 fer the next eRsuiRg regular sehool electieR Ela•(. Sueh 

11 eloetien shall be eeRElueteEl in aeeordaneo ·,,·ith the seheel eleotioR laws. If a majority of those ,·oting at 

12 sueh eleetion a!)!)rove the traRsfer, it shall beeeme effootive OR Jul·( 1 of the ensuiR§ soheel fiscal year. 

13 (4) Unless a transfer ef a Elistriet from ene traRS!JBFtation serviee area er a!)!)reveEl scheel bus reute 

14 to aRother sueh area or reute is 0!J!)re•.·ed by the eount-,< traRspertatien eeFAmittee ans the superintenEleAt 

15 of !JUblie iRstruetioR, the state trans!) □ rtatien reimbursem □Rt shall be limiteEl te the reimbursement amount 

16 fer sehoel bus trans!)ortatien te the Rearest O!)erating !)ublie elementary sel=tool or !)ublie high school, 

17 whiehever is Bf3!JFS!Jriate fer the affeeteEl !JU!Jils." 

18 

19 SECTION 5. SECTION 20-10-141, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

20 "20-10-141 . Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage rates. ( 1 ) The following mileage 

21 rates for school transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school transportation 

22 from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

23 These rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its transportation fund budget in order 

24 to provide for the estimated and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing school fiscal 

25 year. All bus miles traveled on routes approved by the county transportation committee are reimbursable. 

26 Nonbus mileage is reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to and from an overnight location of 

27 a school bus when the location is more than 10 miles from the school. A district may approve additional 

28 bus or nonbus miles within its own district or approved service area but may not claim reimbursement for 

29 the mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for bus mileage under the rate provisions 

30 of this schedule, must be a school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route 
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1 approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of public instruction. 

2 (2) The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in accordance with the following schedule 

3 when the number of eligible transportees that board a school bus on an approved route is not less than 

4 one-half of its rated capacity: 

5 (a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not loss than 12 but not more 

6 than 45 children; and 

7 (b) when the rated capacity is more than 45 children, an additional 2.13 cents per bus mile for each 

8 additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 45 must be added to a base rate of 85 cents per bus mile. 

9 (3) Reimbursement for nonbus mileage provided for in subsection (1) may not exceed 50% of the 

1 0 maximum reimbursement rate determined under subsection (2). 

11 (4) When the number of eligible transportees boarding a school bus on an approved route is less 

12 than one-half of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile traveled must be computed as follows: 

13 (a) determine the number of eligible transportees that board the school bus on the route; 

14 (b) multiply the number determined in subsection (4)(a) by two and round off to the nearest whole 

15 number; and 

16 (c) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in subsection (4)(b) as the rated capacity of the bus 

17 to determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in subsection (2). 

18 (5) The rated capacity is the number of riding positions of a school bus as determined under the 

19 policy adopted by the board of public education." 

20 

21 Section 6. Section 20-10-141, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "20-10-141. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by mileage rates. (1) The following mileage 

23 rates for school transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for school transportation 

24 from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. 

25 These rates may not limit the amount that a district may budget in its transportation fund budget in order 

26 to provide for the estimated and necessary cost of school transportation during the ensuing school fiscal 

27 year. All bus miles traveled on bus routes approved by the county transportation committee are 

28 reimbursable. Nonbus mileage i.s reimbursable for a vehicle driven by a bus driver to and from an overnight 

29 location of a school bus when the location is more than 10 miles from the school. A district may approve 

30 additional bus or nonbus miles within its own district or approved service area but may not claim 
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reimbursement for the mileage. Any vehicle, the operation of which is reimbursed for bus mileage under 

2 the rate provisions of this schedule, must be a school bus, as defined by this title, driven by a qualified 

3 driver on a bus route approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of public 

4 instruction. 

5 (21 The rate per bus mile traveled must be determined in accordance with the following schedule 

6 when the number of eli§ible trans13ortees that beard a seheol bus on an a1313ravea weighted ridership 

7 assigned to a bus route is not less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus: 

8 (a) 85 cents per bus mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of net less than 12 but not more 

9 than 45 ehilaren passenger seating positions; and 

1 O (bl when the rated capacity is more than 45 ehilElren passenger seating positions, an additional 

11 2 .13 cents per bus mile for each additional eflile passenger seating position in the rated capacity in excess 

12 of 45 must be added to a base rate of 85 cents per bus mile. 

13 (3l Reimbursement for nonbus mileage provided for in subsection (11 may not exceed 50% of the 

14 maximum reimbursement rate determined under subsection (2). 

15 (4l When the number of eli§ible transIrnrtees boaraing a seheel bus on an a13pro•~ed weighted 

16 ridership assigned to a bus route is less than one-half of its the rated capacity of the school bus, the rate 

17 per bus mile traveled must be computed as follows: 

18 (a) determine the number of eligible trans13ertees that boars the sehool bus on tl=le weighted 

19 ridership assigned to the bus route; 

20 (bl multiply the number determined in subsection (4l(al by two and rouna off to the nearest wl=lele 

21 number; and 

22 (cl use the adjusted rated capacity determined in subsection (4)(bl as the rated capacity of the bus 

23 to determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate schedule in subsection (2l. 

24 (5) The rated capacity is the number of ~ passenger seating positions of a school bus as 

25 determined under the policy adopted by the board of public education. If modification of a school bus to 

26 accommodate pupils with disabilities reduces the rated capacity of the bus, the reimbursement to a district 

27 for pupil transportation is based on the rated capacity of the bus prior to modification. 

28 (6) The number of pupils riding the school bus may not exceed the passenger seating positions of 

29 the bus." 

30 
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Section 7. Section 20-10-142, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for individual transportation. The following 

3 rates for individual transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to districts for individual 

4 transportation from state and county sources of transportation revenue under the provisions of 20-10-145 

5 and 20-10-146. These rates constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts for individual transportation 

6 for the ensuing school fiscal year. The schedules provided in this section may not be altered by any 

7 authority other than the legislature of the state of Me-AtaAi!. When the trustees contract with the parent 

8 or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide individual transportation for each day of school 

9 attendance, they shall reimburse the parent or guardian for actual miles transported on the basis of the 

10 following schedule: 

11 ( 1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the residence 

12 · of the parent or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

13 reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance in miles between the 

14 residence and the school, or the most distant school if more than one, by 2, subtracting 6 miles from the 

15 product, and multiplying the difference by 21 .25 cents, provided that: 

16 (a) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

17 schools located within 3 miles of one another and if the schools are operated by different school districts, 

18 the total amount of the reimbursement must be divided equally between the districts; 

19 (b) if two or more eligible transportees are transported by a parent or guardian to two or more 

20 schools located more than 3 miles from one another, the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed 

21 for transporting the eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

22 le) if a parent transports two or more eligible transportees to a school and a bus stop that are 

23 located within 3 miles of one another, the total reimbursement must be determined under the provisions 

24 of this subsection and must be divided equally between the district operating the school and the district 

25 operating the bus; 

26 (d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible transportees to a school or bus stop must, because 

27 of varying arrival and departure times, make more than one round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, 

28 the total reimbursement allowed by this section is limited to one round trip per day for each scheduled 

29 arrival or departure time; 

30 (e) notwithstanding subsection ( 1 )(a), ( 1) lb), ( 1 )(c), or ( 1) Id), a reimbursement may not be less than 
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25 cents a day. 

2 (2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible transportee or transportees from the 

3 residence to a bus stop of a bus route approved by the trustees for the transportation of the transportee 

4 or transportees, the total reimbursement per day of attendance is determined by multiplying the distance 

5 in miles between the residence and the bus stop by 2, subtracting ~ §. miles from the product, and 

6 multiplying the difference by 21 .25 cents, provided that: 

7 (a) if the eligible transportees attend schools in different districts but ride on one bus, the districts 

8 shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and 

9 (b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport the eligible transportees to more than one bus, 

1 0 the parent or guardian must be separately reimbursed for transportation to each bus. 

11 (3) When, et:1e-te because of excessive distances, impassable roads, or other special circumstances 

12 of isolationL the rates prescribed in subsection ( 1) or (2) would be an inadequate reimbursement for the 

13 transportation costs or would result in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, a parent or guardian 

14 may request an increase in the reimbursement rate. A request for increased rates ~ because of 

1 5 isolation must be made by the parent or guardian on the contract for individual transportation for the 

16 ensuing school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and circumstances that exist to justify the 

17 increase. Before an increased rate et!e-te because of isolation may be paid to the requesting parent or 

18 guardian, the rate must be approved by the county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

19 public instruction after the trustees have indicated their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action 

20 of the trustees and when approval is given by the 00I,mty transpertatien committee and the superintendent 

21 of public instruction, the trustees shall pay the increased rate et1e-te because of isolation. The increased 

22 rate is 1 ½ times the rate prescribed in subsection ( 1). 

23 (41 The state and county transportation reimbursement for an individual transportation contract may 

24 not exceed $8 per day of attendance for the first eligible transportee and $5 per day of attendance for each 

25 additional eligible transportee. 

26 f4J,@.l When the isolated conditions of the household where an eligible transportee resides require 

27 an eligible transportee to live away from the household in order to attend school, the eligible transportee 

28 is eligible for the room and board reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board reimbursement 

29 must be obtained in the same manner prescribed in subsection (3). The per diem rate for room and board 

30 is~ $8 for one eligible transportee and~ $5 for each additional eligible transportee of the same 
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1 household. 

2 t&l-1.fil When the individual transportation provision is to be satisfied by supervised home study or 

3 supervised correspondence study, the reimbursement rate is the cost of the study, provided that the course 

4 of instruction is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district." 

5 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 8. Establishment of transportation service areas. (1) The territory of a 

7 transportation service area is the territory of a school district unless the county transportation committee 

8 approves alternative boundaries after determining that the adjustments will improve pupil safety, 

9 transportation efficiency, or the cost-effectiveness of the pupil transportation system of the county. 

10 (2) A district may not extend a bus route to transport pupils from outside its transportation service 

11 area unless the district has a written agreement with the district that the county transportation committee 

12 has assigned to transport the pupils. 

13 {3) When the trustees of two or more districts enter into a written agreement to authorize 

14 transportation services among transportation service areas, a copy of the agreement must be submitted to 

15 the county superintendent and approved by the county transportation committee. Upon approval by the 

16 sounty transiiortatien committee, the transportation agreements are valid for the current school year. 

17 (4) The trustees of any district who object to a particular bus route or transportation service area 

18 to which the district has been assigned may request a transfer to another bus route or transportation 

19 service area. The county transportation committee may transfer the territory of the district to an adjacent 

20 transportation service area or approved bus route with the consent of the district providing transportation 

21 in the adjacent transportation service area. 

22 (5) If the qualified electors of the district object to the decision of the county transportation 

23 committee and the adjacent district is willing to provide school bus service, 20% of the qualified electors, 

24 as prescribed in 20-20-301, may petition the trustees to conduct an election on the proposition that the 

25 territory of the district be transferred for pupil transportation purposes to the adjacent transportation service 

26 area. If a satisfactory petition is presented to the trustees, the trustees shall call an election on the 

27 proposition in accordance with 20-20-201 for the next ensuing regular school election day. The election 

28 must be conducted in accordance with the school election laws. If a majority of those voting at the election 

29 approve the transfer, the transfer is effective on July 1 of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

30 (6) Unless a transfer of territory from one transportation service area or approved bus route to 
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1 another area or bus route is approved by the superintendent of public instruction and the county 

2 transportation committee, the state transportation reimbursement is limited to the reimbursement amount 

3 for pupil transportation to the nearest operating public elementary school or public high school, whichever 

4 is appropriate for the affected pupils. 

5 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Assignment of passenger points. 

7 Passenger points must be assigned to each eligible transportee on a bus route as follows: 

8 (1) 1 point for each elementary pupil not described in subsection (3) or (41; 

9 (2) 1.5 points for each high school pupil not described in subsection (3) or (4); 

10 (3) 3 points for pupils described in 20-10-101 (2)(c)(ii) who do not use a wheelchair; and 

11 (4) for pupils using a wheelchair: 

12 (a) 12 points for the first pupil using a wheelchair; 

13 (bl 9 points for the second pupil using a wheelchair; and 

14 (c) 6 points for each additional pupil using a wheelchair. 

15 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Passenger count required for high school programs. ( 1) Each school 

1 7 district shall conduct a passenger count of the eligible transportees in the high school program who ride 

18 a school bus on the morning bus route for 5 consecutive school days beginning on the first Monday 

19 SCHOOL DAY ON OR after November 14. Eligible transportees who ride at least once in the 5-day period 

20 must be included in the count. The passenger count must be used to determine the weighted ridership of 

21 the bus route for reimbursement purposes. 

22 (2) The district shall send the passenger count to the superintendent of public instruction, on forms 

23 provided by the superintendent, on or before December 10. The district shall provide a copy of the 

24 passenger count to the county superintendent. 

25 

26 NEW SECTION. Section 11. Codification instruction. [Sections 7 throu!Jh Q 8 THROUGH 10) are 

27 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 20, chapter 10, part 1, and the provisions of Title 20, 

28 chapter 10, part 1, apply to [sectionz 7 throu!jh Q 8 THROUGH 1 OJ. 

29 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 12. Effective 4ate DATES -- RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY. [This aetJ 
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+s ( 1) [SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 4, 6 THROUGH 11, AND 13] ARE effective July 1, 1995. 

2 (2) [SECTION 5 AND THIS SECTION) ARE EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

3 (3) [SECTION 5] APPLIES RETROACTIVELY, WITHIN THE MEANING OF 1-2-109, TO THE SCHOOL 

4 FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 1994. 

5 

6 NEW SECTION. SECTION 13. TERMINATION. [SECTION 5] TERMINATES JULY 1, 1995. 

7 -END-
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