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'5' Cl'JA1t::: BILL NO. j I;, 

INTRODUCED BY \~ dla~ 

LC0564.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO TRAFFIC SPEED ZONES; 

5 PROHIBITING THE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION FROM INCREASING A SPEED LIMIT UNDER CERTAIN 

6 CIRCUMSTANCES; DECREASING THE LIMIT NEAR A SCHOOL OR A SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER; DEFINING 

7 THE SPEED ZONE NEAR A SCHOOL OR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-309 AND 

8 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST ATE OF MONT ANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "61-8-309. Establishment of special speed zones. (1) 1fil If the department of transportation 

14 determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that a speed limit set by 61-8-303 is 

15 greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection, curve, 

16 dangerous location, or any other part of a highway under its jurisdiction, the commission may set a 

17 reasonable and safe special speed limit at that~ location. 

18 (b) If a local authority requests the department of transportation to conduct an engineering and 

19 traffic investigation based on the belief that a speed limit on a highway under the department's jurisdiction 

20 is greater than is reasonable or safe. the commission may not increase the speed limit under consideration 

21 as a result of the investigation. 

22 (2) The department of transportation shall erect and maintain appropriate signs giving notice of 

23 these special limits. When they are erected, the limits are effective at that part at all times, or at other times 

24 that the commission sets. 

25 (3) The authority of the commission under this section includes the authority to set reduced 

26 nighttime speed limits on curves and other dangerous locations. 

27 (4) This section does not authorize the commission to set a state wiEle statewide speed limit." 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter limits. ( 1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 
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1 determines on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 

2 and 61-8-309 through 61-8-31 3 is greater or less than is reasonable and safe under the conditions found 

3 to exist upon a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set a reasonable and safe limit that: 

4 (al decreases the limit at an intersection; 

5 (bl increases the limit within an urban district, but not to more than 55 miles per hour during the 

6 nighttime; 

7 (cl decreases the limit outside an urban district, but not to less than 15 miles per hour; or 

8 (dl decreases the limit in an area Real' within 2,000 feet of a school, of a senior citizen center, as 

9 defined in 23-5-112, or of a designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in 61-1-209, that is close to a 

1 O school or a senior citizen center to not less than 8G% 70%, rounded down to the nearest whole number 

11 evenly divisible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour, of the speed limit that would be set on the basis 

12 of an engineering and traffic investigation. 

13 121 A board of county commissioners may set limits as provided in subsection ( 1 )(cl without an 

14 engineering and traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in 60-1-103. 

1 5 ( 31 A local authority in its jurisdiction may determine the proper speed for all arterial streets and 

16 shall set a reasonable and safe limit on arterial streets that may be greater or less than the speed permitted 

17 under 61-8-303 for an urban district. 

18 (4) An altered limit established as authorized under this section is effective at all times or at other 

19 times determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving notice of the altered limit are erected upon 

20 the highway. 

21 (5) Except as provided in subsection ( 1 l(dl, the commission has exclusive jurisdiction to set special 

22 speed limits on all federal-aid highways or extensions of federal-aid highways in all municipalities or urban 

23 areas. The commission shall set these limits in accordance with 61-8-309." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Retroactive applicability. [Section 1 I applies retroactively, within the 

26 meaning of 1-2-109, to all engineering and traffic investigations conducted on or after January 1, 1991. 

27 -END-

~na ,er,lslatlve council 
- 2 -



54th Legislature 

2 

3 

$ C/\JA1C.: BILL NO. Ci I; 

INTRODUCED BY 1::fa& .;Jla.-~ 

LC0564.01 

TAKEN FROM TABLE IN COMMITIEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO TRAFFIC SPEED ZONES; 

5 PROHIBITING THE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION FROM INCREASING A SPEED LIMIT UNDER CERTAIN 

6 CIRCUMSTANCES; DECREASING THE LIMIT NEAR A SCHOOL OR A SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER; DEFINING 

7 THE SPEED ZONE NEAR A SCHOOL OR SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-B-309 AND 

8 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "61-8-309. Establishment of special speed zones. (1) ifil If the department of transportation 

14 determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that a speed limit set by 61-8-303 is 

1 5 greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection, curve, 

16 dangerous location, or any other part of a highway under its jurisdiction, the commission may set a 

17 reasonable and safe special speed limit at that~ location. 

18 (b) If a local authority requests the department of transportation to conduct an engineering and 

19 traffic investigation based on the belief that a speed limit on a highway under the department's jurisdiction 

20 is greater than is reasonable or safe. the commission may not increase the speed limit under consideration 

21 as a result of the investigation. 

22 (2) The department of transportation shall erect and maintain appropriate signs giving notice of 

23 these special limits. When they are erected, the limits are effective at that part at all times, or at other times 

24 that the commission sets. 

25 (3) The authority of the commission under this section includes the authority to set reduced 

26 nighttime speed limits on curves and other dangerous locations. 

27 (4) This section does not authorize the commission to set a state wiEle statewide speed limit." 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter limits. ( 1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 
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determines on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 

2 and 61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or less than is reasonable and safe under the conditions found 

3 to exist upon a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set a reasonable and safe limit that: 

4 (a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

5 (b) increases the limit within an urban district, but not to more than 55 miles per hour during the 

6 nighttime; 

7 (c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but not to less than 15 miles per hour; or 

8 (d) decreases the limit in an area fle8f within 2,000 feet of a school, of a senior citizen center, as 

9 defined in 23-5-112, or of a designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in 61-1-209, that is close to a 

1 O school or a senior citizen center to not less than 8G% 70%, rounded down to the nearest whole number 

11 evenly divisible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour, of the speed limit that would be set on the basis 

12 of an engineering and traffic investigation. 

13 (2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as provided in subsection (1 l(c) without an 

14 engineering and traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in 60-1-103. 

15 (31 A local authority in its jurisdiction may determine the proper speed for all arterial streets and 

16 shall set a reasonable and safe limit on arterial streets that may be greater or less than the speed permitted 

17 under 61-8-303 for an urban district. 

18 (4) An altered limit established as authorized under this section is effective at all times or at other 

19 times determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving notice of the altered limit are erected upon 

20 the highway, 

21 (5) Except as provided in subsection (1 )(d), the commission has exclusive jurisdiction to set special 

22 speed limits on all federal-aid highways or extensions of federal-aid highways in all municipalities or urban 

23 areas. The commission shall set these limits in accordance with 61-8-309." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Retroactive applicability. [Section 11 applies retroactively, within the 

26 meaning of 1-2-109, to all engineering and traffic investigations conducted on or after January 1, 1991. 

27 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 96 

INTRODUCED BY FOSTER, MASOLO 

SB0096.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO TRAFFIC SPEED ZONES; 

5 PROHIBITING THE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION FROM INCREASING A SPEED LIMIT UNDER CERTAIN 

6 CIRCUMSTANCES; OECREASING THE blMIT ~JEAR A SCHOOb OR A SEl'>JIOR CITIZ!if>I C!if>ITER; O!iFINING 

7 Tl-Iii SPE!iO ZOl'>l!i NEAR A SCHOOb OR S!iNIOR CITIZEl'>I CENT!iR; AMENDING S!iCTIOl'>IS SECTION 

8 61-8-309 ANO e1 8 310, MCA; AND PROVIDING A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "61-8-309. Establishment of special speed zones. ( 1) ifil If the department of transportation 

14 determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that a speed limit set by 61-8-303 is 

15 greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection, curve, 

16 dangerous location, or any other part of a highway under its jurisdiction, the commission may set a 

17 reasonable and safe special speed limit at that #Miff location. 

18 (bl If a local authority requests the department of transportation to conduct an engineering and 

19 traffic investigation based on the belief that a speed limit on a highway under the department's jurisdiction 

20 is greater than is reasonable or safe. the commission may not increase the speed limit under consideration 

21 as a result of the investigation. 

22 (2) The department of transportation shall erect and maintain appropriate signs giving notice of 

23 these special limits. When they are erected, the limits are effective at that part at all times, or at other times 

24 that the commission sets. 

25 (3) The authority of the commission under this section includes the authority to set reduced 

26 nighttime speed limits on curves and other dangerous locations. 

27 (4) This section does not authorize the commission to set a state wide statewide speed limit." 

28 

29 

30 

&eetieR ~- SoetieA e1 8 310, MCA, is aFAeAeleel to reael: 

"G1 8 31Q. WheR leeal authefitiee ma•,- aRd shall alter limits. 11) It a leoal autl-ieritv iA its juriselietieA 
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1 deterFflines en ti:le easis ef an engineering and traffie inYestigatien ti:lat ti:le s13eed 13erFflitted 1:1nder €i 1 8 aoa 

2 and 81 8 aoa tl:lre1:1gl:l 81 8 a1 a is greater er less tl'lan is reasenaele and safe 1:1nder tl'le eenditiens fo1:1nd 

3 ta mEist 1:113en a l:ligl'lwa.,. er 13art ef a l:ligl'lwa•r, tl'le leeal a1:1tl'lerity Ffla'f set a reasenaele and safe liFflit tl=lat: 

4 lal doereases tl=le liFflit at an interseetien; 

5 113) inereases tl=le liFflit witl=lin an 1:1rean distriet, e1:1t net ta Fflere tl:lan !iii Ffliles 13er l=le1:1r eh:1ring tl=le 

6 nigl:lttiFfle; 

7 (el eleereases tl=le liFflit 01:1tsiele an 1:1rean distriet, e1:1t net ta less tl=lan 1 Iii Ffliles 13er l=le1:1r; er 

8 (ell deereases ti:le liFflit in an area near ·.-,•itl'lin 2,QQQ feet ef a sel:ieel, et e senier eitii!en eenter, as 

9 Elefineel in 2a Iii 112, or fil a designated ernsswall,, as eresswell, is elefined in 81 1 209, tl:lat is elese ta a 

1 o sel=leel er a senier eitii!en eenter te net less tl:lan aoqre ~, re1:1nded dawn ta tl:ie nearest wl=lole n1:1Ffleer 

11 e·~enly di,;isiele e•r Iii b1:1t net less tf:ian 21ii miles an /:ie1:1r, et t/:ie s13eed limit t/:iat we1:1ld ee set en tl:le easis 

12 ef an engineering and traUie in~·estigatien. 

13 (2) A eeard ef ee1:1ntv eemmissienors FflB'r set limits as 13reYided in s1:1eseetien (1 Hel '".<itf:ie1:1t an 

14 engineering and trarne investigatien en a ee1:1nt~· read, as defined in SQ 1 1 oa. 

15 (a) A looal a1:1tl:ierity in its j1:1risdiotien ma·,· determine t/:io 13re13er s13eod fer all arterial streets and 

16 sl=lall set a reasenaele and safe limit en arterial streets tl=lat Fflay eo greater er less tl'lan tl:le s13eed 13ermitted 

1 7 1:1nder €i 1 8 aoa fer an 1:1rean distriet, 

1 8 ( 11 An altered limit estaelisl'led as a1:1tl=leri;!8d 1:1nder tl:iis seetien is effeetive at all times er at etl=ler 

19 times aetermined B'f tl'le a1:1tl=lerity 'A'Ren a1313re13riete signs gi·,ing notiee ef tl'le altered limit are ereeted 1:113en 

20 tl'le AigAwa•,•, 

21 (el i1Eee13t as 13r0Yided in s1:1eseetien ( 1 )!di, tl'le eemmiseien l'las 011el1:1si·,o j1:1risdietien ta sot s13eeial 

22 s13eeel liFAits en all federal aia higl'l•.Ya~·s er e~1tensiens ef federal aid l'ligl'lwa·,s in all FA1:1niei13alities or 1:1rean 

23 areas. Tl'le 00FflFflissien sl'lall set tl'lese limits in aeeerelenee witl'I 81 8 3QQ," 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Retroactive applicability. [Section 1] applies retroactively, within the 

26 meaning of 1-2-109, to all engineering and traffic investigations conducted on or after January 1, 1991. 

27 -END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 96 

INTRODUCED BY FOSTER, MASOLO 

SB0096.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LAWS RELATING TO TRAFFIC SPEED ZONES; 

5 PROHIBITING THE STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION FROM INCREASING A SPEED LIMIT UNDER CERTAIN 

6 CIRCUMSTANCES; QECREASING Tl-IE LIMIT ~JEI' RA SCI-IOOb OR A SE~llOR GITIZE~J CE~lHR; QEFl~HNG 

7 Tl-IE SPEEQ ZONE ~JEl',R A SGI-IOOL OR SENIOR CITIZEN GENTER; AMENDING SECTIONS SECTION 

8 61-8-309 Mm 61 8,110, MCA; AND PROVIDING A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-309, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "61-8-309. Establishment of special speed zones. 11) 1£1 If the department of transportation 

14 determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that a speed limit set by 61-8-303 is 

15 greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection, curve, 

16 dangerous location, or any other part of a highway under its jurisdiction, the commission may set a 

17 reasonable and safe special speed limit at that ~ location. 

18 (bl If a local authority requests the department of transportation to conduct an engineering and 

19 traffic investigation based on the belief that a speed limit on a highway under the department's jurisdiction 

20 is greater than is reasonable or safe, the commission may not increase the speed limit under consideration 

21 as a result of the investigation. 

22 (2) The department of transportation shall erect and maintain appropriate signs giving notice of 

23 these special limits. When they are erected, the limits are effective at that part at all times, or at other times 

24 that the commission sets. 

25 (3) The authority of the commission under this section includes the authority to set reduced 

26 nighttime speed limits on curves and other dangerous locations. 

27 (4) This section does not authorize the commission to set a Mate wiae statewide speed limit." 

28 

29 &eetieA ;;!, SeatieR 61 8 a10, MCA, is ameRaea ta reae; 

30 "81 8 31Q. t\!l:loA leoal awthe,itioe ma·t aAEI shall alte, limite. (1) If a leeal at,JtRerity iR its jt1risaietion 
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soterffiiROS on the easis of aR ORgiReoring aRB traffie iRYOStigatioR that tho 5'3008 130rffiittes URBOr e1 8 303 

2 ans e1 8 309 through e1 8 313 is greater or less than is reasonaelo ans safe uRsor tho oeRsitions fouRs 

3 to e)(ist u13on a highwa>y· or 13art of a high•,vav, tho looal authority ffiay set a roasonaelo anel safe liffiit that: 

4 (a) eleereases tho liA1it at an interseetion; 

5 (e) iRereasos the liffiit within an urean elistriet, eut net to ffiOFB than ee ffiilos 130r heur eluring the 

6 AighttiFAa; 

7 (el sooreasos tho liffiit eutsiele an urean elistriot, but Rot to loss than 1 e FRiles 13er hour; or 

B (8) Sooreasos tRe liFRit iA aA area Roar 1,•1itl=\in ?,ooo fnn+ nf a sohoel, of a seAior eil:izeA ooAtor, as 

9 elofineel in 23 e 112, or fil a elesignateel ernsswall(, as orosswall( is elefineel in 61 1 209, that is olese to a 

1 O soheol or a senior eiti2en eenter to net less than 80% 70%, reuneleel Ele\•~n to the nearest whole nuA10er 

11 eYonly eliYisible B>y' e But not less than 213 miles an hour, of the s1300el liA1it that would Be set en the Basis 

12 of an engineerin!l and traffie inYestigatien. 

13 ( 21 A Bear el of eeunty eeA1A1issieners ffia'( sot liffiits as JlFOYieleel in subseetion ( 1 l(e) without an 

14 en§inooring anel traffie inYestigatien en a eeunty reael, as elofinod in eO 1 103. 

15 (3) A loeal autheritv in its jurissietien mav eleterffiine tho 13re13or s1300d fer all arterial sHeets ans 

16 shall sot a reaoenaBle aRs safe liA1it en arterial streets that ma>y Bo §roator or loss than tho s13eeel 13orffiittos 

17 unsor e 1 8 303 fer an urban elistriet. 

18 ( 4) An altereel limit establisheel as autheri2eel uneler this seetion is effeetiYe at all times er at ether 

19 tiffies eleterffiineel by the autheritv when a1313re13riat0 signs !JiYin!J netiee of the altereel liA1it are ereeteel u13en 

20 the high· .. a;. 

21 ( e) E':JE0013t as 13r01,ieleel in suBsoetien 11 l(el), tho oeff!Rlissien has 011elusiY0 juriseietien te set s13eeial 

22 s1300el liA1its on all feeleral aid highwaye er 01<tensiens of feeloral aiel hi§hwavs in all ffiunioi13alities er urban 

23 areas. TJ:le eoFAFAissioA shall eot thoee liA::ait:s iA aeoorelaAee •Nitl=I 81 8 309." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Retroactive applicability. [Section 1] applies retroactively, within the 

26 meaning of 1-2-109, to all engineering and traffic investigations conducted on or after January 1, 1991. 

27 -END-
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