54th Legislature LC0628.01

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

/// ?QENArE_/s%QJO._’Ll
INTRODUCED BY . 5,(’4 fvvg'é;g ey O 1,77/,_7,2/&/4"27

A BILL FORAN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI, SECTIONS 2 AND 11, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TRANSFERRING
FROM THE MONTANA SUPREME COURT 70O THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSIONTHE AUTHORITY
TO ADOPT RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE BAR AND THE CONDUCT OF MEMBERS OF THE

BAR."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Article VI, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read:

"Section 2. Supreme court jurisdiction. {1) The supreme court has appellate jurisdiction and may
issue, hear, and determine writs appropriate thereto. It has original jurisdiction to issue, hear, and determine
writs of haheas corpus and such other writs as may be provided by law.

(2) 1t has general supervisory control over all other courts.

(3) It may make rules governing appellate procedure; and practice and procedure for all other
courts;—agmission—to—the—borord—tho—eondustofiis—members. Rules of procedure shall be subject to
disapproval by the legislature in either of the two sessions following promulgation.

(4) Supreme court process shall extend to all parts of the state.”

Section 2. Article VI, section 11, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read:

"Section 11. Removal and discipline. (1) The legisiature shail create ajudicial standards commission
consisting of five persons and provide for the appointment thereto of two district judges, one attorney, and
two citizens who are neither judges nar attorneys.

(2) The commission shall investigate complaints, and make rules implementing this section. It may
subpoena witnesses and documents.

(3} Upon recommendation of the commission, the supreme court may:

{(a} Retire any justice or judge for disability that seriously interferes with the performance of his

duties and is or may become permanent; or
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{b} Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge for willful misconduct in office, willful and
persistent failure to perform his duties, violation of canons of judicial ethics adopted by the supreme court
of the state of Montana, or habitual intemperance.

(4) The commission shall adopt rules governing admission to the bar and the conduct of members

of the bar.

{44{B) The proceedings of the commission are confidential except as provided by statute.”

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the
qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot
the full title of this act and the following:

f] FOR transferring from the Montana supreme court to the judicial standards commission the

power to regulate admission tao the bar and the conduct of lawyers.

il AGAINST transferring from the Maontana supréme court to the judicial standards

commission the power to regulate admission to the bar and the conduct of lawyers.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 2 AND 11, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TRANSFERRING
FROM THE MONTANA SUPREME COURT TO THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSIONTHE AUTHORITY
TO ADOPT RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE BAR AND THE CONDUCT OF MEMBERS OF THE
BAR."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Article VIl, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read:

"Section 2. Supreme court jurisdiction. (1) The supreme court has appellate jurisdiction and may
issue, hear, and determine writs appropriate therelo. It has original jurisdiction to issue, hear, and determine
writs of habeas corpus and such other writs as may be provided by law.

{2) It has general supervisory control over all other courts.

{3} It may make rules governing appellate procedure; and practice and procedure for all other

COUrtS—adr . Rules of procedure shall be subject to
disapproval by the legislature in either of the two sessions following promulgation.

{4) Supreme court process shall extend to all parts of the state.”

Section 2, Article Vil, section 11, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read:

"Section 11. Removal and discipline. (1) The legislature shall create a judicial standards commission
consisting of five persans and provide for the appointment thereto of two district judges, one attorney, and
two citizens who aré neither judges nar attorneys.

{2) The commission shall investigate complaints, and make rules impiementing this section. |t may
subpoena witnesses and documents.

(3} Upon recommendation of the commission, the supreme court may:

(a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that seriously interferes with the performance of his

duties and is or may become permanent; or
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{b) Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge tor willful misconduct in office, willful and

2 persistent failure to perform his duties, violation of canons of judicial ethics adopted by the supreme court
3 of the state of Montana, ar habitual intemperance.
4 {4) The commission shall adopt rules gqoverning admission to the bar and the conduct of members
5 of the bar.
6 +#H(B) The proceedings of the commissicn are confidential except as provided by statute.”
7
8 NEW SECTIQN. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted to the
9 qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 1996 by printing on the ballot
10 the full title of this act and the following:
11 8] FOR transferring from the Montana supreme court 10 the judicial standards comfnission the
12 power to reguiate admission to the bar and the conduct of lawyers.
13 [} AGAINST transferring from the Montana supreme court to the judicial standards
14 commission the power to regulate admission to the bar and the conduct of lawyers.
15 -END-
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2
3
4  ABILLFORAN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN
5 AMENDMENTTO ARTICLE VH, SECTIONS 2 AND 11, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TRANSFERRING
6 FROMTHE MONTANA SUPREME COURT TO THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSIONTHE AUTHORITY
7 TO ADOPT RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE BAR AND THE CONDUCT OF MEMBERS OF THE
8 BAR."
9
10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
1"
12 Section 1. Article VII, section 2, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read:
13 "Section 2. Supreme court jurisdiction. {1} The supreme court has appellate jurisdiction and may
14 issue, haar, and determine writs appropriate thereto. It has original jurisdiction to issue, hear, and determine
1B writs of habeas corpus and such other writs as may be provided by law.
16 {2) it has general supervisory control over all other courts.
17 {3} It may make rules governing appellate procedure; and practice and procedure for all other k
18  courts—admisgion 8. Rules of procedure shall be subject to
19 disapproval by the legislature in aither of the two sessions following promuigation.
20 (4) Supreme court process shall extend to ail parts of the state.”
21
22 Section 2. Article VII, section 11, of The Constitution of the State of Montana is amended 10 read:
23 "Section 11. Removal and discipline. (1) Thelegislature shall create a judicial standards commission
24 consisting of five persons and provide for the appointment thereto of two district judges, one attorney, and
25 two citizens who are neither judges nor attorneys. | .
26 {2) The commission shall investigate complaints, and make rules implementing this section. It may
27 subpoena witnesses and documents.
28 {3) Upon recommendation of the commission, the supreme court may:
29 {a) Retire any justice or judge for disability that seriously interferes with the performance of his
30 duties and is or may become permanent; or
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{b) Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge for willful misconduct in office, willful and

2 persistent failure to perform his duties, violation of canons of judicial ethics adopted by the supreme court
3 of the state of Montana, or habitual intemperance,
4 {4) The commissjon shall adopt rules qoverning admission to the bar and the conduct of membars
5  of the bar.
6 {43(5) The proceedings of the commission are confidential except as provided by statute.”
7
8 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This amendment shall be submitted 10 the
9  qualified electors of Montana at the general election to be held in November 19396 by printing on the ballot
10  the full title of this act and the following:
11 (1 FOR transterring from the Montana supreme court to the judicial standards comﬁaission the
12 power to regulate admission to the bar and the conduct of jawyers.
13 {l AGAINST transferring from the Montana supreme court to the judicial standards
14 commission the power to regulate admission to the bar and the conduct of lawyers.
15 -END-
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