
54th Legislature LC0616.01 

2 

3 

4 

5 

ScNATt= BILL No. Sf' 

INTRODUCED BY -::i-b'4~~-l:i::~S-~-------';,,___\~A:'.,==--t.'TJ.~~~t1.-----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING REPORTING REQUIREMEN"f'S~OR VOLUNTEER FIRE 

COMPANIES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-33-2311 AND 19-17-402, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 7-33-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-33-2311. Fire companies authorized. (1) Fire companies in unincorporated towns and villages 

11 are organized by filing with the county clerk of the county in which they are located a copy of the 

12 certificate iA writiAg, sigAea 13y tAe fereR1aA or 13resiaiAg eHieor aAa seeretary, settiAg fortA tAe sate et 

13 orgaAi2atioA, AaRle, effieers, aAB roll of active aAd AeAorary R1eR113ers provided for in 19-17-402. The 

14 certificate and filing must be renewed annually on or before September 1. 

15 (2) Ti'lere RlUSt Ast 00 allewea to aAy sueA towAs or villages A town or village is not allowed more 

16 than one company for each 1,000 inhabitants, but one company must be allowed in iffiY {!_ city, town, or 

17 village Wflefe in which the population is less than 1,000. 

18 (3) Ti'lero Rlust Rot 00 allowed to aA~• 6 fire company is not allowed more than 28 certificate 

19 members." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 19-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "19-17-402. Certificate of eligibility. On or before September 1 of each year, the chief or forefflaA 

23 presiding officer of e¥ef¥ each volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the board a certificate, 

24 subscribed and verified under oath, stating whether or not R+S the company qualified under 19-17-401 (4) 

25 during the preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and residence address of each member of R+S the 

26 company who satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the preceding fiscal year, as required 

27 by 19-17-401 (3). The certificate must contain the date of organization. The verified certificate sl=lall must 

28 be maintained in a permanent file by the board for the purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in 

29 the volunteer firefighters' pension plan and sl=lall must be open for inspection as a public record." 

30 -END-

~na Ler,lstatlve councll 
- 1 -

.SB 58 
INTRODUCED BILL 



54th Legislature 

SENATE BILL NO. 58 

SB0058.02 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

' 

2 

3 

INTRODUCED BY FORRESTER, BENEDICT, STOVALL 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR VOLUNTEER FIRE 

5 COMPANIES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-33-2311 AND 19-17-402, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 7-33-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-33-2311. Fire companies authorized. { 1) Fire companies in unincorporated towns and villages 

11 are organized by filing with the county clerk of the county in which they are located a eopy of tho 

12 certificate iA writiA!!, sionael l=J>y« tho foremaA or flresiEliA!! oHiaor aAEI sasrotary, settiA9 forth the Elate of 

13 orgaAi~atian, name, oHiaers, aAel roll of aeti¥e ans hoAorarv meml=Jers IN WRITING, SIGNED BY THE 

14 PRESIDING OFFICER AND SECRETARY. SETTING FORTH THE DATE OF ORGANIZATION. NAME. 

15 OFFICERS, AND ROLL OF ACTIVE AND HONORARY MEMBERS OR A COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE provided 

16 for in 19-17-402. The certificate and filing must be renewed annually on or before September 1. 

17 (2) There must net l=Ja alloweEI to aAy sush towns er ¥illaoas A town or village is not allowed more 

18 than one company for each 1,000 inhabitants, but one company must be allowed in ttf1>f § city, town, or 

19 village WH0fe in which the population is less than 1,000. 

20 (3) Tl'lere must net l=Je allewael to an>y« ~ fire company is not allowed more than 28 certificate 

21 members." 

22 

23 Section 2. Section 19-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "19-17-402. Certificate of eligibility. On or before September 1 of each year, the chief or foreman 

25 presiding officer of e¥efV each volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the board a certificate, 

26 subscribed and verified under oath, stating whether or not Ri5 the company qualified under 19-1 7-401 (4) 

27 during the preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and residence address of each member of Ri5 the 

28 company who satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the preceding fiscal year, as required 

29 by 19-17-401 (3). The certificate must contain the date of organization. The verified certificate sflall must 

30 be maintained in a permanent file by the board for the purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in 
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the volunteer firefighters' pension plan and 5flal+ must be open for inspection as a public record." 

-END-

~na L11r,lslattve counc/t 
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SENA TE BILL NO. 58 

INTRODUCED BY FORRESTER, BENEDICT, STOVALL 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR VOLUNTEER FIRE 

5 COMPANIES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-33-2311 AND 19-17-402, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 7-33-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-33-2311. Fire companies authorized. ( 1) Fire companies in unincorporated towns and villages 

11 are organized by filing with the county clerk of the county in which they are located a eesy ef the 

12 certificate iA r,•1Fitins, eigRoli l:ty 1:he fereman er preailiiAg effioer an& oeeretar-,•, set1:ing fartR 1:Re Bate et 

13 eFg&Rii!DtieR, ROFAe, eUieeFo, aRlil Fell ef aeti•,e oRlil t:leReFaFy FAaFAIHFa IN WRITING. SIGNED BY THE 

14 PRESIDING OFFICER AND SECRETARY. SETTING FORTH THE DATE OF ORGANIZATION. NAME, 

15 OFFICERS; AND ROLL OF ACTIVE AND HONORARY MEMBERS OR A COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE provided 

16 for in 19-17-402. The certificate and filing must be renewed annually on or before September 1 . 

17 (2) Tt:laFa FA1c1et Ret be alla•.,.ell ta OR~· a1c1at:I tat/JR& aF ·,illagea A town or village is not allowed more 

18 than one company for each 1,000 inhabitants, but one company must be allowed in 8fl'f s! city, town, or 

19 village wl=teF8 in which the population is less than 1,000. 

20 (3) TAaFe FA1c1at Ret be ollowoll to &R'f' A fire company is not allowed more than 28 certificate 

21 members.• 

22 

23 Section 2. Section 19-17-402, MCA, is amended to reed: 

24 "19-17-402. Cer1iflcate of ellgibillty. On or before September 1 of each year, the chief or feFeFAaR 

25 presiding officer of 8¥8Pf each volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the board a certificate, 

26 subscribed and verified under oath, stating whether or not M ~ company qualified under 19-17-401 (4) 

27 during the preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and residence address of each member of l=li& the 

28 company who satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the preceding fiscal year, as required 

29 by 19-17-401 (3). The certificate must contain the date of organjzation. The verified certificate~ !!1ldfil 

30 be maintained in a permanent file by the board for the purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in 
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the volunteer firefighters' pension plan -,d ..... tm!§l be open for inspection as a public record." 

2 -END· 

SB58 



54tn Legislature 

2 

3 

SB0058.02 

SENATE BILL NO. 58 

INTRODUCED BY FORRESTER, BENEDICT, STOVALL 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR VOLUNTEER FIRE 

5 COMPANIES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-33-2311 ANO 19-17-402, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 7-33-2311, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-33-2311. Fire companies authorized. (1) Fire companies in unincorporated towns and villages 

11 are organized by filing with the county clerk of the county in which they are located a eep•, et ;!=le 

12 certificate in wFiting, signoe e~· tl=lo feFeR'lan eF 1=1rosieing eUieoF a1=1e seerotaFy, saning fortl=l tl=le eato ef 

13 Of!jaAii!atien, naR'le, eHioeFS, one roll of aotiYO ans l=lenOFBfY R'lOR'lBOFS IN WRITING, SIGNED BY THE 

14 PRESIDING OFFICER ANO SECRETARY, SETTING FORTH THE DATE OF ORGANIZATION. NAME. 

15 OFFICERS. AND ROLL OF ACTIVE AND HONORARY MEMBERS OR A COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE provided 

16 for in 19-17-402. The certificate and filing must be renewed annually on or before September 1. 

17 (2) Tl=loFo R1ust net ea allowee te any ouel:l tewne or Yillages A town or village is not allowed more 

18 than one company for each 1,000 inhabitants, but one company must be allowed in aF¥f 2 city, town, or 

19 village WMHt in which the population is less than 1,000. 

20 (31 Tl=leFe R1uet net ee alle 11,·ae te any A fire company is not allowed more than 28 certificate 

21 members." 

22 

23 Section 2. Section 19-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "19-17-402. Certificate of ellgibilty. On or before September 1 of each year, the chief or foreR'lan 

25 presiding officer of &YePf each volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the board a certificate, 

26 subscribed and verified under oath, stating whether or not Ri6 the company qualified under 19-17-401 (4) 

27 during the preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and residence address of each member of Ri6 the 

28 company who satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the preceding fiscal year, as required 

29 by 19-17-401 (3). The certificate must contain the date of organization. The verified certificate~ must 

30 be maintained in a permanent file by the board for the purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in 
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the volunteer firefighters' pension plan and &l=H:tU must be open for inspection as a public record." 

-END-
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