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3 

4 

INTRODUCED B~~./'::::'---=-c'=---------------------------­

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SHORTENING THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING AN 

6 INCOME TAX RETURN FROM 6 MONTHS TO 4 MONTHS; PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2-MONTH 

7 EXTENSION UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION 15-30-144, MCA; AND 

8 PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1 1 

Section 1. Section 15-30-144, MCA, is amended to read: 12 

13 "15-30-144. Time for filing -- extensions of time. ( 1 I Returns sffillt must be made to the 

14 department on or before the 15th day of the 4th month following the close of the taxpayer's fiscal year, 

15 or if the return is made on the basis of the calendar year, then the return sffillt must be made on or before 

16 the 15th day of April following the close of the calendar year. Each return sffillt must set forth~ those 

1 7 facts as that the department considers necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. There sffillt 

18 must be annexed to ~ the return the affidavit or affirmation of the persons making the return to the 

19 effect that the statements contained ~ in the return are true. Blank forms of return sffillt must be 

20 furnished by the department upon application, but failure to secure the form sffillt does not relieve any 

21 taxpayer of the obligation to make any return required under this law. ~ Each taxpayer liable for a tax 

22 under this law shall pay a minimum tax of $1. 

23 (2) An automatic e FR8Rth 1-month extension of time for filing a return is allowed, provided that: 

24 (a) on or before the due date of the return, an application is made on forms available from the 

25 department or in writing to the department; and 

26 (b) the applicant has paid by estimated tax payments, withholding tax, or a combination of 

27 estimated tax payments and withholding tax 95 % of the current year's tax liability or 100% of the previous 

28 year's tax liability. 

29 (3) Before the expiration date of the automatic 4-month extension, an applicant may request in 

30 writing an additional 2-month extension of time for filing a return. The department may, in its discretion, 
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grant the request upon a showing of good cause by the applicant, provided that the applicant has satisfied 

the requirements of subsection I 2) lbl." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive applicability. [This act] is effective on 

passage and approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 1-2-109, to tax years beginning after 

December 31, 1994. 

~na Ler,tslattve couneH 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for SB56, Introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act shortening the extension of time for filing an income tax return from 6 months to 4 months; 
providing for an additional 2-month extension under certain circumstances; and providing an 
immediate effective date and a retroactive applicability date. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
The proposed legislation would require changes to the income tax system, which would result in 
minor increases in administrative expenses. 

Revenues: 
This bill has no impact on department revenues. 

Q ll-lM L_ I- 15::"l 5" 
DAVL~w1s, suoGETDIRECTO~ DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning Fiscal Note for SB56, Introduced 
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SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY CRIPPEN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SB0056.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON TAXATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SHORTENING THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING AN 

6 INCOME TAX RETURN FROM 6 MONTHS TO 4 MONTHS; CLARIFYING THE INFORMATION THAT MUST 

7 BE CONTAINED IN A WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION; REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF THE 

8 CURRENT YEAR TAX LIABILITY THAT MUST BE PAID WHEN APPL YING FOR AN EXTENSION; PROVIDING 

9 FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2-MONTH EXTENSION UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION 

10 15-30-144, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE 

11 APPLICABILITY DATE." 

12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY 1:HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 

Section 1. Section 15-30-144, MCA, is amended to read: 15 

16 "15-30-144. Time for filing -- extensions of time. ( 1 l Returns ~ must be made to the 

17 department on or before the 15th day of the 4th month following the close of the taxpayer's fiscal year, 

18 or if the return is made on the basis of the calendar year, then the return~ must be made on or before 

19 the 15th day of April following the close of the calendar year. Each return &Rall must set forth 5ti€fl those 

20 facts as that the department considers necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. There ~ 

21 must be annexed to 51,feft the return the affidavit or affirmation of the persons making the return to the 

22 effect that the statements contained tAeFeiA in the return are true. Blank forms of return &Rall must be 

23 furnished by the department upon application, but failure to secure the form ~ does not relieve any 

24 taxpayer of the obligation to make any return required under this law. ~ Each taxpayer liable for a tax 

25 under this law shall pay a minimum tax of $1. 

26 (21 An automatic 6 FA8AtA 4-month extension of time for filing a return is allowed, provided that: 

27 (al on or before the due date of the return, an application is made on forms available from the 

28 department or in writing to the department-;-aM. IF THE APPLICATION IS MADE IN WRITING, IT MUST 

29 INCLUDE SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME INFORMATION AS IS REQUIRED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S FORMS. 

30 (bl the applicant has paid by estimated tax payments, withholding tax, or a combination of 

~na Leg/stative coundl 
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estimated tax payments and withholding tax 9&-¾- 90% of the current year's tax liability or 100% of the 

2 previous year's tax liability. 

3 (3) Before the expiration date of the automatic 4-month extension, an applicant may request in 

4 writing an additional 2-month extension of time for filing a return. The department may, in its discretion, 

5 grant the request upon a showing of good cause by the applicant, provided that the applicant has satisfied 

6 the requirements of subsection (2)(b)." 

7 

8 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive applicability. [This act] is effective on 

9 passage and approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 1-2-109, to tax ~•ears be§innin§ 

10 RETURNS DUE after December 31, 1994. 

11 -END-

~na Le11lstatlve Coundl 
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SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY CRIPPEN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SB0056.03 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON TAXATION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SI-IORTEPmlG Tl-IE EXTEPJSION OF TIME FOR J;JLIPJG AN 

6 IPJCOME TAX RETURN FROM e MOPITI-IS TO 4 MONTI-IS; CLARIFYING Tl-IE l~JJ;ORMATIO~I TI-IAT MUST 

7 BE CONT/\INED IN A WRITTEN APPLIC.'\TION .r:OR EXTENSION; REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF THE 

8 CURRENT YEAR TAX LIABILITY THAT MUST BE PAID WHEN APPLYING FOR AN EXTENSION· PROVIDING 

9 FOR AN AQDITIONAL 2 MONTI-I EXTEPJSIOPJ UNDER CERTAIN GIRGUMST/>.NCEf!o; AMENDING SECTION 

10 15-30-144, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE 

11 APPLICABILITY DATE." 

12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 

Section 1. Section 15-30-144, MCA, is amended to read: 15 

16 "15-30-144. Time for filing -- extensions of time. 11) Returns !ffial-1 must be made to the 

17 department on or before the 15th day of the 4th month following the close of the taxpayer's fiscal year, 

18 or if the return is made on the basis of the calendar year, then the return !ffial-1 must be made on or before 

19 the 15th day of April following the close of the calendar year. Each return !ffial-1 must set forth Stief\ those 

20 facts a& that the department considers necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. There !ffial-1 

21 must be annexed to Stief\ the return the affidavit or affirmation of the persons making the return to the 

22 effect that the statements contained H1ereiA in the return are true. Blank forms of return !ffial-1 must be 

23 furnished by the department upon application, but failure to secure the form &f\all does not relieve any 

24 taxpayer of the obligation to make any return required under this law. fveF.y Each taxpayer liable for a tax 

25 under this law shall pay a minimum tax of $1. 

26 (2) An automatic e A'lenth 4 meAth 6-MONTH extension of time for filing a return is allowed, 

27 provided that: 

28 (a) on or before the due date of the return, an application is made on forms available from the 

29 department or in writing to the department; aAEL IF Tl-IE APPLIG/\Tlml IS MAQE IPJ 1NRITING, IT MUST 

30 IPJCLUQE SUBSTMITIALLYTI-IE SAME IPIFORM/\Tlml AS IS REQUIRE[) OPJ Tl-IE QEPAPITMENT'S FORMS.; 

~na Leolslatlve count:11 
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AND 

2 (bl the applicant has paid by estimated tax payments, withholding tax, or a combination of 

3 estimated tax payments and withholding tax 8e-% 90% of the current year's tax liability or 100% of the 

4 previous year's tax liability. 

5 (3) Before the expiratien Elate of the auternatie 4 rnenth extension, an applieant rnay request in 

6 writing an aaaitienal 2 rnenth extension of tirne fer filing a return. The aepartrnent rnay, in its aissretien, 

7 grant the reguest upon a shewing of gees eause by the applieant, pre•;iaea that the applieant has satisfies 

8 the reguirernents of subseetien (2)(b)." 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive applicability. [This act] is effective on 

11 passage and approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 1-2-109, to tax years be§inning 

12 RETURNS DUE after December 31, 1994. 

13 -END-

~na Leolslatlve coundl 
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SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY CRIPPEN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SB0056.03 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SMORTEPIIPIG TME EXTENSIOPI OF TIME FOR FILIPIG AN 

6 IPIGOME TAX RETl:JRN !=ROM Ii MONTHS TO 4 MONTI-IS; GbARIFYING Tl-Iii INFORMl\TION TM,O.T MldST 

7 BE GOPITAIPlliQ IPI A WRITTliPI AflflblG Ct,TIOPI FOR liXTEPISIQPI; REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF THE 

8 CURRENT YEAR TAX LIABILITY THAT MUST BE PAID WHEN APPL YING FOR AN EXTENSION; flROVIQING 

9 liOR API ADDITIOPIAb 2 MONTI-I EXTENSION UNDER GliRTI.IN GIRGldMSTl,PIGES; AMENDING SECTION 

10 15-30-144, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE 

11 APPLICABILITY DATE." 

12 

13 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

14 

15 Section 1. Section 15-30-144, MCA, is amended to read: 

16 "15-30-144. Time for filing -· extensions of time. ( 1 l Returns ~ must be made to the 

17 department on or before the 15th day of the 4th month following the close of the taxpayer's fiscal year, 

18 or if the return is made on the basis of the calendar year, then the return ~ must be made on or before 

19 the 1 5th day of April following the close of the calendar year. Each return &l:lall must set forth ~ those 

20 facts ae that the department considers necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. There &l:lall 

21 !!!.Y.§1 be annexed to~ !l:!§ return the affidavit or affirmation of the persons making the return to the 

22 effect that the statements contained tReFain in the return are true. Blank forms of return &l:lall !!!.!dn be 

23 furnished by the department upon application, but failure to secure the form &l:lall does not relieve any 

24 taxpayer of the obligation to make any return required under this law. eY8f'f Each taxpayer liable for a tax 

25 under this law shall pay a minimum tax of $1. 

26 (2) An automatic Ii Mentl:I 4 "18Fl1R 6-MONTH extension of time for filing a return is allowed, 

27 • provided that: 

28 (al on or before the due date of the return, an application is made on forms available from the 

29 department or in writing to the department; ene. IF TMI! ,A.flflblC,Ct,TION IS MADli IPI WRITIPIG, IT MldST 

30 IPIGbldDE SU8STAPITIAbb¥ THE SAME INl=ORMATION r".S IS RliQUIRED Op.I Tl-fl! Dl!flARTMENT'S !=ORMS.; 
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1 !liQ 
2 (bl the applicant has paid by estimated tax payments, withholding tax, or a combination of 

3 estimated tax payments and withholding tax fl.&.%- 90% of the current year's tax liability or 100% of the 

4 previous year's tax liability. 

5 (d} BefoFe tt:le e~EpiFEKien Bate ef the 91c1temgtie 4 FAQAtt-, etttee;sioR, @R apelieaRt ff'la1♦1 request in 

6 11.:'FhiAQ an ,aaitienal 2 FflQA1:R OMtoneieA ef tiFAe for Jiline a F8tt:IFR, TRe eeoart~eRt FFIQY, in its elisereti9n, 

7 arant tRe Fog1:Jeet ueen a she•Ninq ef aeeel ea1;1ao EP< tRe aeelieant, pFeyietod tRat the aeeli@aRt Ras 5atj5fieEI 

8 the reguiremeets of et:1bsoe1:i9n (2} ibL" 

9 

10 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive applicability. [This act) is effective on 

11 passage and approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 1-2-109, to tax yeaFe l;iegiAAiAg 

12 

13 

RETURNS DUE after December 31, 1994. 

~.JI"• 1 .. lsl•tlv• coundl 
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HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 2, 1995 

Page 1 of 2 

Mr. Speaker: We, the committee on Taxation report that Senate Bill 56 (third reading copy 

-- blue) be concurred in as amended. 

And, that such amendments read: 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following: the second "ACT." 

Signed: 

Carried by: Rep. Elliott 

Insert: "SHORTENING THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING AN INCOME 
TAX RETURN FROM 6 MONTHS TO 4 MONTHS; CLARIFYING THE 
INFORMATION THAT MUST BE CONTAINED IN A WRITTEN APPLICATION 
FOR EXTENSION; II 

2. Title, line 9. 
Following: "CIRCUHSTANCBS," 
Insert: "PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2-MONTH EXTENSION UNDER 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES;" 

3. Page 1, line 26. 
Strike: 11 6-MONTH" 
Insert: ''4-month'' 

4. Page 1, line 30 through page 2, line 1. 
Fol lowing: "FORMS" on page 1, 1 ine 3 0 
Strike: "; AND" 
Insert: ". If the application is made in writing, it must 

include substantially the same information as is required on 
the department's forms." 

Committee Vote: 
Yes;;J.O, No D. 

o\:)~ 
HOUSE 

491201SC.Hdh 



5. Page 2. 
Following: line 8 

March 2, 1995 
Page 2 of 2 

Insert: "(3) Before the expiration date of the automatic 4-month 
extension, an applicant may request in writing an additional 
2-month extension of time for filing a return. The 
department may, in its discretion, grant the request upon a 
showing of good cause by the applicant, provided that the 
applicant has satisfied the requirem~nts of subsection 
(2)(b)." 

-END-

491201SC.Hdh 



Conference Committee 
on SB 56 

Report No.r, April 7, 1995 

Mr. President and Mr. Speaker: 

Page 1 of 1 

We, your Conference Committee on SB 56, met and considered: 

House Taxation Committee amendments dated 
March 22, 1995. 

We recommend that the amendments to SB 56 (reference copy -
salmon) considered above be acceeded to by the Senate. 

And that this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

Stang 

CJ~ 

Senate: 
\ 

Amd. Coard. 

C' c'l--r;::,.. 
Sec. of Senate 

ADOPT 

REJECT 

Arnot~ o~ 
~ 

S~ Sl, 
C.CR• \ 

801210CC.SRF 
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SENATE BILL NO. 56 

INTRODUCED BY CRIPPEN 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

SB0056.04 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SHORTENING THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING AN 

6 INCOME TAX RETURN FROM 6 MONTHS TO 4 MONTHS; CLARIFYING THE INFORMATION THAT MUST 

7 BE CONTAINED IN A WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION; SHORTEPmlG THE EXTENSION OF TIME 

8 FOR FILIPIG Ml INCOME TAX RHUR~I FROM e MO~HHS TO 4 MOPHHS; CLARIFYING THE INFORMATlmJ 

9 THAT MUST BE CONTAINED IN A \AJRITTEPI APPLIGATIOPI FOR EXTEPISIOPJ; REDUCING THE AMOUNT 

10 OF THE CURRENT YEAR TAX LIABILITY THAT MUST BE PAID WHEN APPL YING FOR AN EXTENSION; 

11 PROVIDIPIG FOR AN ADDITIOPIAL 2 MONTH EXTENSIOPI U~IDER GERTA I Pl CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING 

12 FOR AN ADDITIONAL 2-MONTH EXTENSION UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AMENDING SECTION 

13 15-30-144, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE 

14 APPLICABILITY DA TE." 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

Section 1. Section 15-30-144, MCA, is amended to read: 18 

19 "15-30-144. Time for filing -- extensions of time. ( 1 l Returns &flel+ must be made to the 

20 department on or before the 15th day of the 4th month following the close of the taxpayer's fiscal year, 

21 or if the return is made on the basis of the calendar year, then the return &flel+ must be made on or before 

22 the 15th day of April following the close of the calendar year. Each return &flel+ must set forth 5tfell those 

23 facts as that the department considers necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter. There &flel+ 

24 must be annexed to 5tfell the return the affidavit or affirmation of the persons making the return to the 

25 effect that the statements contained therein in the return are true. Blank forms of return &flel+ must be 

26 furnished by the department upon application, but failure to secure the form &flel+ does not relieve any 

27 taxpayer of the obligation to make any return required under this law. E-Yefy Each taxpayer liable for a tax 

28 under this law shall pay a minimum tax of $1 . 

29 (2) An automatic e month 4 month e MO~ITH 4-MONTH extension of time for filing a return is 

30 allowed, provided that: 

~na Leotslattve council 
- 1 - SB 56 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS AMENDED 



54th Legislature SB0056.04 

la) on or before the due date of the return, an application is made on forms available from the 

2 department or in writing to the department; and. IF THE APPLICATION 18 MADE l~l WRITl~lG, IT MUST 

3 INCLUDE SUBSTA~JTI.O.LLY THE SAME l~JFORMATION AS IS REQUIRED O~J Tl-lE DEPARTMENT'S FORMS.; 

4 ANG. IF THE APPLICATION IS MADE IN WRITING, IT MUST INCLUDE SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME 

5 INFORMATION AS IS REQUIRED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S FORMS. 

6 (bl the applicant has paid by estimated tax payments, withholding tax, or a combination of 

7 estimated tax payments and withholding tax~ 90% of the current year's tax liability or 100% of the 

8 previous year's tax liability. 

9 (3) Before Hie eJ(Siratien date sf the a1c1t0matie 4 menth eiEtensien, an aaalieant mav re§1c10st in 

1 O writing an additienal 2 month e*tension of time for filing a ret1c1rn. The department mav, in its discretion, 

11 grant the re§1c1est 1c1p0n a showing of good ea1c1se by the applieant, provided that the applieant has satisfied 

12 the reg1c1irements of s1c1bseetion I2)(b}. 

13 (3) BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THE AUTOMATIC 4-MONTH EXTENSION, AN APPLICANT 

14 MAY REQUEST IN WRITING AN ADDITIONAL 2-MONTH EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING A RETURN. THE 

15 DEPARTMENT MAY, IN ITS DISCRETION, GRANT THE REQUEST UPON A SHOWING OF GOOD CAUSE 

16 BY THE APPLICANT, PROVIDED THAT THE APPLICANT HAS SATISFIED THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

17 SUBSECTION (2)(8)." 

18 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- retroactive applicability. [This act] is effective on 

20 passage and approval and applies retroactively, within the meaning of 1-2-109, to tax 1•ears beginning 

21 RETURNS DUE after December 31, 1994. 

22 -END-

~na Ler,/slattve cauncll 
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