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INTRCDUCED BY

BY RE&E;@[ OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING FOR STAGGERED REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN
FLEET INTERSTATE COMMERCIAL VERICLES; CLARIFYING PROVISIONS RELATED TC THE STAGGERED
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES; DEFINING ANNUAL REGISTRATION PERIODS APPLICABLE TO
THEREGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLE FLEETS; CLARIFYING CERTAIN FEES FORREGISTRATION AND
IDENTIFICATION OF PROPORTIONALLY REGISTERED VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-311,
61-3-312,61-3-313, 61-3-716, 61-3-721, 61-3-722, 61-3-724, AND 61-3-725, MCA; AND PROVIDING
A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE i{T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-3-311, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-311. Time for making application. Registration must be renewed annually, and license fees
must be paid annually. Except as provided in 61-3-313 through 61-3-316, ard 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and
61-3-721, all registrations expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued and application for
registration; or reregistrations; must be filed with the county treasurer not later than February 15 of each
year. If the ownership of a motor vehicle is transferred during the registration year, the motor vehicle mUst

be reregistered and relicensed as provided by statute.”

Section 2. Section 61-3-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-312. Renewal of registration -- exceptions -- grace period. (1) Except as provided in
61-3-314, ard 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and 61-3-721, every a vehicle registration under this chapter shal
expire expires on December 31 of each year and must be renewed annually upon application and payment
of license fees as provided in 61-3-303 and 61-3-321. The renewal takes effect on January 1 of each vear.
The certificate of registration is valid only during the registration year for which jt is issued.

{2) The owner of a vehicle registered under the provisions of this section is-ertiled-te may operate

the vehicle between January 1 and February 15 without displaying the registration certificate of the current
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year—or-cendition-that- if,_during the period, the owner shalb—during-the-period—disptay displays upon the

vehicle the number plates or plate assigned for the previous year.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration. For purposes of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316,
"vehicle" means amy a motor vehicie, as defined in 61-"-102, that is subject to annual registration in this
state except:

(1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the government of the United States—e+ or by the

state of Montanas or its a political subdivisiens subdivision of the state;

{2) mohile homes and motor homes;

{3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with or subject to 61-3-332(10}(c}(i}{A), 61-3-411,
or 61-3-421;

{4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds;

(5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses, motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

{7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under $1-3-378;_and

(B! apportionabie vehicles registered as part of a fleet, as defined in 61-3-712, that is subject to

the provisions ¢f 61-3-711 throygh 61-3-733."

Section 4. Section 61-3-716, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-716. Proportional registration of fleet vehicles. {1) If a jurisdiction permits or requires the
licensing of fleets of vehicles in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate commerce and payment of
registration fees, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on those vehicles on an apportionment basis
commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the jurisdiction’s
highways, as compared with the miles traveled on and the use made of other jurisdiction’s highways or any
other equitable basis of apportionment, and exempts vehicles registered in any other jurisdiction under this
apportionment basis from the requirements of full payment of its own registration, license fees, taxes, or
other fixed fees, then the department may, by agreement, adopt sueh-exemption exemptions with respect
to vehicles of these fleets, whether owned by residents or nonresidents of this state and regardless of

where based. An agreement, under the terms, conditions, or restrictions that the department considers

f\ (Mantana Legisiative Council
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proper, may provide that owners of vehicles operated in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate
commerce in this state be permitted to pay registration, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on an
apportionment basis, commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the
highways of this state as compared with the use made of the highways of other jurisdictions or any other
equitable basis of apportionment. This agreement may not authorize or be construed to authorize a vehicle
so registered to be operated in intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner of the vehicle has heen
granted intrastate authority or rights by the public service commission; if a grant is otherwise required by
law.

{2) The department of transportation may adopt rules that it considers necessary to carry out and
administer this section, and the registration of fleet vehicles under 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 is subject
to the rights, terms, and canditions granted by or contained in any applicablie agreement, arrangement, or

declaration made by the department. The department of transportation shall adopt rules providing for a

change of registration period for a fieet in_a case in which the owner of the fleet requests that the

registration period be changed to coincide with the registration period of cne or more other fleets in the

same ownership."

Section 5. Section 61-3-721, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-721. Proportional registration of fleet vehictes, annual registration periods, application, fee

formula, and payment. (1) An owner ergaged-in-eperating of one or more fleets may—~instead-efregistration
of-vehislos—under-othersostions—ai-this—title; register and license each fleet for operation in this state by

filing an application with the department which—shal-eentair of transportation. The application must

contain the information pertinent to vehicle registration that is required by the department of transportation.

(2) Each fleet subject to the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 must, except as provided

in 61-3-318(1), be reqgistered for an_annual registration period based upon the date that the fleet is first

registered in this state.

{3} There are four annual registration periods, each of which begins on the first day of a calendar

guarter. As used in this subsection, "calendar quarter” means the period of 3 consecutive months ending

March 31, June 30, September 30, or December 31. The periods are:

(a) January 1 through March 31 1st period
(b} _April 1 through June 30 2nd period

/A\ (Hantana Legislative councll
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{c} July 1 through September 30 3rd period
{d) October 1 through December 31 4th period

{4) Registration of a fleet of apportionable vehicles under subsection (2} must be renewed on or

before the last day of the manth for the designated annual registration period, unless a different registration

period has been authorized pursuant to 61-3-716{(2). The department shall provide for simultaneous

registration of multiple fleets of apportionable vehicles 1 common ownership.

+23(5) The application for each fleet may ¥ accompanied by a fee payment computed asfolows
by:

(a) divide dividing in-state miles by total fleet miles as defined in the applicable agreement entered
into pursuant ta 61-3-711 through 61-3-733;

(b} determine determining the total amount necessary to register each vehicle in the fleet for which

~registration is requested, based on the regular annual registration fees prescribed by 61-3-321 and part2

of chapter 10, part 2, and the property taxes whieh that are due on the fleet;

(c} raultiply multiplying the sum obtained under subsection {24b} (5}(b} by the fraction obtained
under subsection 2Ha} {5)(a).

346} Applications submitted with fees may be recomputed by the department and, _The

department shall furnish a statement furrisked showing the overpayment or balance due.

+4(7) Applications submitted without fees shall must be computed by the department and. The

department shall furnish a statement furrished showing the amount of fees due.”

Section 6. Section 61-3-722, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-722. Registration and identification of propartionally registered vehicles -- fees -- effect of
registration. (1) The department shall register each proportionally registered vehicte and issue a license plate
or plates, a distinctive sticker, or other suitable identification device for each vehicle described in the
application upon payment of the appropriate fees and property taxes, as provided by law, for the application
and for the license plates, stickers, or devices issued. A fee of $2 must be paid for each license plate, each
sticker, er and each device issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. A fee of $5 must be paid for
each vehicle receiving temporary registration as authorized by section 704 of the international registration
plan of the American association of mator vehicle administrators, adopted in April 1988. A registration card

must be issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. The registration card must, in addition to.other
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information required by chapter 3, show the number of the license, sticker, or ather device issued for the
proportionally registered vehicle and must be carried in the vehicle at all times.

{2} Fleet vehicles registered and identified as fleet vehicles are considered fully licensed and
registered in this state for any type of movement or aperation, except that, in those instances in which a
grant of autharity is required for intrastate movement or operation, the vehicle may not be operated in
intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner has been granted intrastate autharity by the public

service commission and unless the vehicle is being operated in conformity with that authority.”

Section 7. Section 61-3-724, MCA, is amended ta read:

"61-3-724. Registration of additional fleet vehicles. Vehicles acquired by the owner after the
commencement of the registration yea¢ period and subsequently added to a proportionally registered fleet
shalt must be proportionally registered by applying the mileage percentage used in the original application
for sweb the fleet for sueh the registration period to the regular registration fees due with respect 10 sueh

the vehicle for the remainder of the registration yeas period.”

Section 8. Section 61-3-725, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles -- procedure, credits, and accounting. (1) If a vehicle is
withdrawn from a proportionally registered fleet during the period for which it is registered, the owner of
the fleet shall notify the department of transportation of that fact on forms prescribed by the department.
The department may require the owner to surrender proportional registration cards and other identificatibn
devices whieh that have been issued with respect to that vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn
from a proportionally registered fleet because it has been destroyed, scid, or otherwise completely remaved
from the service of the registrant, the unused portion of the gross vehicle weight fees paid with respect
to that vehicle shal must be credited to the proportional registration account of the owner. This unused
portion shall-equal equals the amount paid with respect to the vehicle when it was first propartionally
registered in the registration year period, reduced by one-twelfth of the total annual gross vehicle weight
fee aof the vehicle for each calendar month and fraction thereef of a month elapsing between the first day
of the month of the current year period in which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of
withdrawal is received by the department. This credit shall must be applied against liability for additional

fees due during the registration year period or for additional fees due upon audit under 61-3-728. If a credit

-5 -
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is less than $5, it may not be made or entered. In no event may the amount be credited against fees other
than those for the registration yeef period, nor may any amount be subject to refund.

(2) If the owner replaces a vehicle withdrawn from the fleet at the same time as the withdrawal
and the replacement vehicle is of the same or of a lesser weight category than the one withdrawn, the

gross vehicle weight fees are transferabie to the replacement vehicle. If the transfer is to a smaller vehicle,

there-may-Be-ne credit may not be given or entered.”

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1996.
-END-

-B-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for SB0047, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PRCPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act allowing for staggered registration of certain fleet interstate commercial
vehicles; clarifying provisions related to the staggered registration of certain vehicles;
defining annual registration periods applicable to the registration of certain vehicle
fleets; and clarifying certain fees for registration and identification of proportionally
registered vehicles.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Estimated fiscal impact of SB0047 is based on re-registration fees paid for
proportionally registered vehicles in FY94.

2. Annual registration periods will eliminate quarterly re-registration fees which are

required by the Dept. of Transportation.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Revenues:
FY36 FYa7
Difference Difference
Highway Special Revenues (02) ($28,590) ($28,590)

F [-7-Fs

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTCOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning

"§PONSOR  DATE

Fiscal Note for SB0047, as_introduced
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APPROVED BY COM ON
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

A SexhTe BILNO. 4 7
INTRODUCED BY /&LM

BY RE Esj OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOCWING FOR STAGGERED REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN
FLEET INTERSTATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES; CLARIFYING PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE STAGGERED
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES; DEFINING ANNUAL REGISTRATION PERIODS APPLICABLE TO
THE REGISTRATIONOF CERTAIN VEHICLE FLEETS; CLARIFYING CERTAIN FEES FORREGISTRATION AND
IDENTIFICATION OF PROPORTIONALLY REGISTERED VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-311,
61-3-312, 61-3-313, 61—3—7“6, 61-3-721, 61-3-722, 61-3-724, AND 61-3-725, MCA; AND PROVIDING
A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 81-3-311, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-311. Time for making application. Registration must be renewed annually, and license fees

must be paid annually. Except as provided in 61-3-313 through 61-3-316, ard 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and

61-3-721, all registrations expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued and application for
registrations or reregistration; must be filed with the county treasurer not later than February 15 of each
year. if the ownership of a motor vehicle is transferred during the registration year, the motor vehicle must

be reregistered and relicensed as provided by statute.”

Section 2. Section 6§1-3-312, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-312. Renewal of registration - exceptions -- grace peripd. (1} Except as provided in
61-3-314, and 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and 61-3-721, every g vehicle registration under this chapter sha#

expire expires on December 31 of each year and must be renewed annuaily upon application and payment
of license fees as provided in 61-3-303 and 61-3-321. The renewal takes effect on January 1 of each year.
The certificate of registration is valid only during the registration year for which it is issued.

(2) The owner of a vehicle registered under the provisions of this section is-entitted-te may operate

the vehicle between January 1 and February 15 without displaying the registration certificate of the current

N 58 47
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year—~an-eonditien-that- if, during the period, the owner shall-durirg-the-poared—disptay displays upon the

vehicle the number plates or plate assigned for the previous year.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggeredregistration. For purposesof 61-3-313 through 61-3-318,
“vehicle" means amy a motor vehicle, as defined in 61-1-102, that is subject to annual registration in this
state except:

(1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the government of the United States—ef or by the

state of Montanas of #s g political subdivisiens subdivision of the state;

{2) mobile homes and motor homes;

{3} vehicles that are registered in accordance with or subject to 61-3-332{10}{c}{i}{A), 61-3-411,
or £1-3-421;

{4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicie weight of 10,000 pounds;

(5) trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses, motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

{6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

{7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 61-3-318; and

(8] apportignable vehicles reqistered as part of a fleet, as defined in 61-3-712, that is subject to

the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733."

Section 4. Section 61-3-716, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-716. Proportional registration of fleet vehicles. (1) If a jurisdiction permits or requires the
licensing of fleets of vehicles in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate commerce and payment of
registration fees, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on those vehicles on an apportionment basis
commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the jurisdiction’s
highways, as compared with the miles traveled on and the use made of other jurisdiction’s highways or any
other equitable basis of appartionment, and exempts vehicles registered in any other jurisdiction under this
apportionment basis from the requirements of full payment of its own registration, license fees, taxes, or
other fixed fees, then the department may, by agreement, adopt sueh-exemption exemptions with respect
to vehicles of these fleets, whether owned by residents or nonresidents of this state and regardiess of

where based. An agreement, under the terms, conditions, or restrictions that the department considers

.7.
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proper, may provide that owners of vehicles operated in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate
commerce in this state be permitted 10 pay registration, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on an
apportionment basis, commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the
highways of this state as compared with the use made of the highways of other jurisdictions or any other
eguitable basis of apportionment. This agreement may not authorize or be construed to authorize a vehicle
$0 registered to be operated in intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner of the vehicle has been
granted intrastate authority or rights by the public service commissions if a grant is otherwise required by
law.

{2} The department of transportation may adopt rules that it considers necessary to carry out and
administer this section, and the registration of fieet vehicles under 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 is subject
to the rights, terms, and conditions granted by or contained in any applicabie agreement, arrangement, or

declaration made by the department. The department of transportation shall adopt rules providing for a

change of registration period for_a fleet in a_case in_which the owner of the fleet requests that the

registration period be changed to coincide with the reqistration period of one or more other fleets in the

same ownership."

Section 5. Section 61-3-721, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-721. Proportional registration of fleet vehicles, annual registration periods, application, fee

formuia, and payment. (1) An owner ergaged-ir-eperating of one or more fleets may—rétead-ofregistration
ai vehioles—uhderotherseetions-ai-this-title; register and license each fleet for operation in this state by

filing an application with the department whieh—shat-eentain of transportation.  The application must

contain the information pertinent to vehicle registration that is required by the department of transportation.

{2) Each fleet subject to the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 must, except as provided

in 61-3-318(1), be registered for an annual registration period based upon the date that the fleet is first

registered in this state.

3} There are four annual registration pericds, each of which begins on the first day of a calendar

gquarter. As used in this subsection, "calendar quarter” means the period of 3 consecutive months ending

March 31, June 30, September 30, or December 31. The periods are:

{a) _January 1 through March 31 1st period
(b} April 1 through June 30 2nd period

-3
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{c) July 1 through September 30 3rd period
(d) October 1 through December 31 4th period

(4) Registration of a fleet of apporticnable vehicies under subsection {2) must be renewed on or

before the last dav of the month for the designated annual registration period, uniess a different registration

period has been authorized pursuant to 61-3-716{2). The department shall provide for simuitaneous

reqgistration of multiple fleets of apportionable vehicles in common gwnership.

+2(5) The application for each fleet may be accompanied by a fee payment computed as-foHows
by:

(a) divide dividing in-state miles by total fleet miles as defined in the applicable agreement entered
into pursuant to 61-3-711 through 61-3-733;

(b) determine determining the total amount necessary to register each vehicle in the fleet for which
registration is requested, based on the regular annual registration fees prescribed by 61-3-321 and part-2
of chapter 10, part 2, and the property taxes whieh that are due on the fleet;

{c) rrukipby multiplying the sum obtained under subsection +24b} (5){b) by the fraction obtained
under subsection {2Ha} (B){a).

{3}(6) Applications submitted with fees may be recomputed by the department ard. __The
department shall furnish a statement furnished showing the overpayment or balance due.

{43{7) Applications submitted without fees shalt must be computed by the department ard, The

department shall furnish a statement furpished showing the amount of fees due."”

Section 6. Section 61-3-722, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-722. Registration and identification of proportionally registered vehicles -- fees -- effect of

registration. (1) The department shall register each proportionally registered vehicle and issue a license plate
or plates, a distinctive sticker, or ather suitable identification device for each vehicle described in the
application upon payment of the appropriate fees and property taxes, as provided by law, for the application
and for the license plates, stickers, or devices issued. A fee of $2 must be paid for each license plate, each
sticker, of and each device issued for each proportionaily registered vehicle. A fee of $5 must be paid for
each vehicle receiving temporary registration as authorized by section 704 of the international registration
plan of the American association of motor vehicle administratars, adopted in April 1988. A registration card

must be issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. The registration card must, in addition to.other

-4 -
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information required by chapter 3, show the number of the license, sticker, or other device issued for the
proportionally registered vehicle and must be carried in the vehicle at all times.

(2) Fleet vehicles registered and identified as fleet vehicles are considered fully licensed and
registered in this state for any type of movement or operation, except that, in those instances in which a
grant of authority is required for intrastate movement or operation, the vehicle may not be operated in
intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner has been granted intrastate authority by the public

service commission and unless the vehicle is being operated in conformity with that authority "

Section 7. Section 61-3-724, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-724, Registration of additional fleet vehicles. Vehicles acquired by the owner after the
commencement of the registration year period and subsequently added to a proportionally registered fleet
shal must be proportionally registered by applying the mileage percentage used in the original application
for sueh the fleet for sueb the registration period to the regular registration fees due with respect to sueh

the vehicle for the remainder of the registration year period.”

Section 8. Section 61-3-725, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles -- procedure, credits, and accounting. (1) If a vehicle is
withdrawn from a proportionaily registered fleet during the period for which it is registered, the owner of
the fleet shall notify the department of transportation of that fact on forms prescribed by the department.
The department may require the owner to surrender proportional registration cards and other idemificatibn
devices whieh that have been issued with respect to that vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn
from a proportionally registered fleet because it has been destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely removed
from the service of the registrant, the unused portion of the gross vehicle weight fees paid with respect

to that vehicle shal must be credited to the proportional registration account of the owner. This unused

portion ehal-equal eguals the amount paid with respect to the vehicle when it was tirst propertionally
registered in the registration year period, reduced by one-twelfth of the total annual gross vehicle weight
fee of the vehicle for each calendar manth and fraction shereef of a month elapsing between the first day
of the month of the current year period in which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of
withdrawal is received by the department. This credit shal must be applied against liability for additional

fees due during the registration year pericd or for additional fees due upen audit under 61-3-728. If a credit

.5 -
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is less than $5, it may not be made or entered. In no event may the amount be credited against fees other
than those for the registration yea* period, nor may any amount be subject to refund.

(2) If the owner replaces a vehicle withdrawn from the fleet at the same time as the withdrawal
and the replacement vehicle is of the same or of a lesser weight category than the one withdrawn, the

gross vehicle weight fees are transferabie to the replacement vehicle. If the transfer is to a smailler vehicle,

theremay-be-re credit may not be given or entered.”

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1996.
-END-

-6 -
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INTRODUCED BY

ES] OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPQRTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING FOR STAGGERED REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN
FLEET INTERSTATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES; CLARIFYING PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE STAGGERED
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES; DEFINING ANNUAL REGISTRATION PERIODS APPLICABLE TO
THEREGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLE FLEETS; CLARIFYING CERTAIN FEES FORREGISTRATION AND
IDENTIFICATION OF PROPORTIONALLY REGISTERED VEHICLES;, AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-311,
61-3-312, 61-3-313, 61-3-716, 61-3-721, 61-3-722, 61-3-724, AND 61-3-725, MCA; AND PROVIDING
A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA.:

Section 1. Section 61-3-311, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-311. Time for making application. Registration must be renewed annually, and license fees
m paid annually. Except as provided in 61-3-313 through 61-3-316, ard 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and
61-3-721, all registrations expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued and application for
registrations or reregistration; must be filed with the county treasurer not later than February 15 of each
year. {f the ownership of a motor vehicle is transferred during the registration year, the motor vehicle must

be reragistered and relicensed as provided by statute.”

Section 2. Section 61-3-312, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-312. Renewsi of registration -- exceptions -- grace period. (1) Except as provided in
61-3-314, and 61-3-318, 61-3-626, and §1-3-721, every a vehicle registration under this chapter sha#
oxpire gxpires on December 31 of each year and must be renewed annually upon application and payment
of license fees as provided in 61-3-303 and 61-3-321. The renewal takes effect on January 1 of each year.
The certificate of registration is valid anly during the registration year for which it is issued. ,

{2) The owner of a vehicle registered under the provisions of this section is-entitied-te may operate

the vehicla between January 1 and February 15 without displaying the registration certificate of the current

. - S8 47
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year,«-eﬁ-eemw-ha{--‘if, a“u_rinq the period, the owner shal—durirg-the-peried—display displays upon the

vehicle the number plates or plate assigned for the previous year."

Section 3. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:
"§1-3-313. Vehicles subjectto staggered registration. For purposes of 61-3-313 through61-3-316,

“vehicle” means amy 4 motor vehicle, as defined in 61-1-102_that is subject to annual registration in this

~ state except:

{1) vehicles owned or leased and operated by the goveriment of the United States—e+ or by the

_state of Montana; or s a political subdivisiens subdivision of the state;

{2} mobile homes and motor homes;

(3] wvehicles that are registered in accordance with or subject to 61-3-332(10){c}i}{A}, 61-3-411,
or 61-3-421;

(4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds;

(8} trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses, motorcycles, quadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

{6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

{7} motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 61-3-318;_and

8) apportionable vehicles registered art of a fleet, as defined in 81-3-712, that is subject to

the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733."

 Section 4. Section 61-3-718, MCA, is amended to read:

}"35_1‘-.3-716. f;'rodbrtidnal roqléiraﬂon of flest vehicles. {1) I a jurisdiction permits or requires the
licensin.‘g df‘ﬂaets of vehicles in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate commerce and payment of
registration fees, Iicensle'feqs, 'ta:_:.es‘,-or other fixed fees on those vehicles on an apporﬁonment basis
commensurate with and détarmiﬁ'e& by the miles traveled on and the use made of the jurisdiction’s
highways, as compared w_i_tﬁ"ihe milés i;aveled on and the use made of other jurisdiction’s highways or any

other equitable basis of apportionmaent, and exempts vehicles registered in any other jurisdiction under this

appo'rr'tidnme“nt basis from the requirements of full payment of its own registration, license fees, taxes, or

other fixed fees, then the department may, by agreement, adopt sueh-exemptior gxamptions with respect
to vehicles of these fleets, whether owned by residents or nonresidents of this state and regardless of

where based. An agreement, under the terms, conditions, or restrictions that the departmsnt considers

- 2.
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proper, may provide that owners of vehicles operated in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate
commerce in this state be permitted to pay registration, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on an
apportionment basis, commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the
highways of this state as.compared with the use made of the highways of other jﬁrisdictions or any other
equitable basis of apportionment. This agreement may not authorize or be construed to authorize a vehicle
50 registered to be operated in intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner of the vehicle has been
granted intrastate authority or rights by the public service commission; if a grant is otherwise reguired by .
law.

{2) The department of transportation may adopt rules that it considers necessary to carry out and
administer this section, and the registration of fleet vehicles under 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 is subject
to the rights, terms, and conditions granted by or contained in any applicable agreement, arrangement, or
declaration -made by the department.

change of registration period for a fleet in a ¢ase in which the owner of the fleet requests that the
registration pericd be changed to coincide with _the registration period of one or more other fleets in the

same ownership."”

Section 5. Section 61-3-721, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-721. Praportional registration of fleet vehicles, annual registration periods, application, fee
formula, and payment. {1) An owner eprgaged-ir-eperating of one or more fleets may-instead-oi+ogistration
ef—veh»olewmdar—eﬂmﬂene—e#—!h&ﬁm register and license each fleet for operation in this state by
filing an application with the department whieh—shal-soptainr of transportation. The application must

contain the information pertinent to vehicle registration that is required by the department of transportation.

2) _Each fleet subiject to the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 must, except as provided

in 61-3-318{1 reqistered for an_annusl registration period baged upon the date that the fleet is first

registered in this state.

3} There are four annual registration periods, each of which begins on the first day of a calendar

varter. As used in this subsection, "calendar guarter" means the period of 3 consecutive months endin

March 31, June 30, September 30, or December 31. The periods are:

{a} January 1 through March 31 1st period
{b} April 1 through June 30 : 2nd period

. 3.
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{c) July 1 through September 30 3rd period

(d)_October 1 through Dacembper 31 4th period
{4} Registration ot a fleet of apportionable vehicles under subsection {2} must be renewed on or

pefore the |ast day of the month for the designated annual registration period, untess a ditferent registration
period has been authorized pursuant to 61-3-716(2). The department shall provide for simultansous

. reqistration gf multiple fléets of agggrtidnabie vahicles in common ownership.

+2{5} The application for each flaet may be accompanied by a fee payment computed as-fellews
by: _

(a) divide dividing in-state miles b\} total fieet miles as defined in the applicable agreement entered
into pursuant to 61-3-711 through 61-3-733;

(b) determine determining the total amount necessary to register each vehicle in the fleet for which
registration is requested, based on the regular annual registration fees prescribed by 61-3-321 and pest-2
ef chapter 10, part 2, and the praparty taxes whieh that are due on the fleet;

(c) suitiply multiplying the sum obtained under subsection {2Hb} (5)(b} by the fraction obtained
under subsaction 2He (EMa).

+346] Applications ISQbmit;t'éd | wiih fees may be recomputed by the department anrd. _ The
department shall furnish a 'é'f-aftem_ent f-ufmhed showing the overpayment or balance due.

7] Applications“s,dbfni_tt‘:‘e”d_-witﬁbut fees shad must be computed by the department and,_The
department shall furnigh a stéfémeﬁf tusmehed showing the amount of fees due.”

Section 6. Section 61_4-,3-7_2-2_-., MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-722. Rogistra_ﬁoh and i‘d_omification of proportionally registered vehicles -- fees -- effect of
registration. (1) The depariment ;bail register each proportionally registered vehicle and issue a license plate
or plates, a distinctive sticker, or other suitable identification device for each vehicle described in the
applicaticn upon payment of‘tﬁe appropriate fees and property taxes, as provided by law, for the application
and for the license plates, stickers, or devices issued. A fee of $2 must be paid for each license piate, each
sticker, e+ and each device issued for each proportionaily registered vehicle. A fee of $5 must be paid fbr
each vehicle receiving temporary registration as authorized by section 704 of the international registration
plan of the American association of motor vehicle administrators, adopted in April 1988. A registration card

must be issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. The registration card must, in addition to. other

- 4.
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information required by chapter 3, show the number of the license, sticker, or other device issued for the
proportionally registered vehicle and must be carried in the vehicle at all times.

(2) Fleet vehicles registered and identified as fleet vehicles are considered fully licensed and
registered in this state for any type of movement or operation, except that, in those instances in which a
grant of authority is required for intrastate movement or operation, the véhicle may not be operated in
intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner has been granted intrastate authority by the public

service commission and unless the vehicle is being operated in conformity with that authority.”

Section 7. Section 61-3-724, MCA, is amanded 1o read: |
" "61-3-724. Registration of additional fleet vehicles. Vehicles acquired by fhe owner after the
commencement of the registration year period and subsequently added to a proportionally registered fleet
shal must be proportionally registered by applying the mileage percentage used in the original application
for sush the fleet for sweh the registration period to the regular registration fees dué. with respect to sueh

the vehicle for the remainder of the registration year period.”

Section 8. Section 61-3-725, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles -- procedure, credits, and accounting. (1) If a vehicle is
withdrawn from a proportionally registered fleet during the period for which it is registered, the owner of
the fleet shall notify the department of transportation of that fact on forms prescribed by the department.
The department may require the owner to surrender proportionai registration cards and other identification
devices whieh that have been issued with respect to that vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn
from a proportionally registered fieet because it has been destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely removed
from the service of the registrant, the unused portion of the gross vehicle weight fees paid with respect
to that vehicle eha#t must be credited to the proportional registration account of the owner. This unused
portion shall-equal equals the amount paid with respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally
registered in the registration year period, reduced by one-twelfth of the total annual gross vehicle weight
tee of the vehicle for each calendar month and fraction thereef of a month elapsing between the first day
of the month of the current year period in which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of
withdrawat is received by the department. This credit shalt must be applied against liability for additional

fees due during the registration yeaF period or for additional fees due upon audit under 61-3-728. If a credit

-5-
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is less than $5, it may not be made or entered. In no event may the amount be credited against fees other
than those for the registration yesf period, nor may any amount be subject to refund.

{2) i the owner replaces a vehicle withdrawn from the fleet at the same time as the withdrawal
and the replacement vehicie is of the same or of a lesser weight category than the one withdrawn, the
gross vehicle weight fees are transferable to the repiacement vehicle. If the transfer is to a smaller vehicle,

thore-ray-be-ho credit may not be given or entered.”

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. [This act| is effective January 1, 1996,
-END-
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 47
2 INTRODUCED BY SWYSGOOD
3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING FOR STAGGERED REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN
FLEET INTERSTATE COMMERCIAL VEHICLES; CLARIFYING PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE STAGGERED
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES; DEFINING ANNUAL REGISTRATION PERIODS APPLICABLE TO
THEREGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLE FLEETS; CLARIFYING CERTAINFEES FORREGISTRATION AND
IDENTIFICATION OF PROPORTIONALLY REGISTERED VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-311,

e B (v B ¢ s e =2 2 &) B

61-3-312,61-3-313, 61-3-718, 61-3-721, 61-3-722, 61-3-724, AND 61-3-725, MCA; AND PROVIDING
11 A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE."

13  BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

14
15 Section 1. Section 61-3-311, MCA, is ar'nended 10 read:
16 "61-3-311. Time for making application. Registration must be renewed annually, and license fees

17 must be paid annuaily. Except as provided in 61-3-313 through 61-3-316, ard 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and
18 61-3-721, all registrations expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued and application for
19 registrations; or reregistration; must be filed with the county treasurer not later than February 15 of each
20 year. If the ownership of a motor vehicle is transferred during the registration year, the motor vehicle must

21 be reregistered and relicensed as provided by statute.”

22
23 Section 2. Section 61-3-312, MCA, is amended to read:
24 "61-3-312. Renewal of registration -- exceptions -- grace pericd. {1} Except as provided in

25 61-3-314, and 61-3-318, 61-3-526, and 61-3-721, every a vehicle registration under this chapter shal
26 expire expires on December 31 of each year and must be renewed annually upon application and payment
27  oflicense fees as provided in 61-3-303 and 61-3-321. The renewal takes effect on January 1 of each year.
28 The certificate of registration is valid only during the registration year for which it is issued.

29 {2) The owner of a vehicle registered under the provisions of this section is-ertited-te may operate

30 the vehicle between January 1 and February 15 without displaying the registration certificate of the current

Z\\ -1 SB 47
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year—en-sesditenthat if, during the period, the owner shat—during-the-period—display displays upon the

vehicle the number plates or plate assigned for the previous year.”

Section 3. Section 61-3-313, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-313. Vehicles subject to staggered registration. For purposes of 61-3-313 through
61-3-316, "vehicle” means amy a motor vehicle, as defined in 61-1-102_that is subject to annual
registration in this state except:

{1} wehicles owned or leased and operated by the government of the United States—ef or_by the

state of Montana; or #s a political subdivisiens subdivision of the state;

{2) mobile homes and motor homes;

{3) vehicles that are registered in accordance with or subject to 61-3-332{10}{c}{i}{A), 61-3-411,
or 61-3-421;

(4) trucks exceeding a licensed gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds;

() trailers, semitrailers, tractors, buses, motorcycles, guadricycles, and motor-driven cycles;

(6) special mobile equipment as defined in 61-1-104;

{7) motor vehicles registered as part of a fleet under 61-3-318;_and

{8) appaortionable vehicles registered as part of a fleet, as defined in 61-3-712, that is subject to

the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733."

Section 4. Section 61-3-716, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-716. Proportional registration of fleet vehicles. (1) If a jurisdiction permits or requires the
licensing of fleets of vehicles in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate cammerce and payment of
registration fees, iicense fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on those vehicles on an apportionment basis
commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the jurisdiction’s
highways, as compared with the miles traveied on and the use made af other jurisdiction’s highways or any
other eguitable basis of apportionment, and exempts vehicles registered in any other jurisdiction under this
apportionment basis from the requirements of full payment of its own registration, license fees, taxes, or
other fixed fees, then the department may, by agreement, adopt sueh-exemptien exemptions with respect
to vehicles of these fleets, whether owned by residents or nonresidents of this state and regardiess of

where based. An agreement, under the terms, conditions, or restrictions that the department considers

Z\‘\ -2 - SB 47
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proper, may provide that owners of vehicles operated in interstate or combined interstate and intrastate
commerce in this state be permitted to pay registration, license fees, taxes, or other fixed fees on an
apportionment basis, commensurate with and determined by the miles traveled on and the use made of the
highways of this state as compared with the use made of the highways of other jurisdictions or any other
equitable basis of apportionment. This agreement may not authorize or be construed to authorize a vehicle
so registered to be operated in intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner of the vehicle has been
granted intrastate authority or rights by the public service commission; if a grant is otherwise required by
law.

{2} The department of transportation may adopt rules that it considers necessary to carry out and
administer this section, and the registration of fleet vehicles under 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 is subject
to the rights, terms, and conditions granted by or contained in any appticable agreement, arrangement, or

declaration made by the department. The department of transportation shall adapt rules providing for a

change of registration period for a fleet in a case in which the owner of the fleet requests that the

reqistration period be changed to coincide with_the registration period of one or more other fleets in the

same ownership.”

Section 5. Section 61-3-721, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-3-721. Proportional registration of fleet vehicles, annual registration periods, application, fee
formula, and payment. (1) An owner ergaged—in—operating of one or more fleets may—rstead—of

regtstration-of-vebicles-underothorsections-et-this-title; register and license each fleet for operation in this
state by filing an application with the department whieh-shaleentatnr of transportation. The application

must contain the information pertinent to vehicle registration that is required by the department of

fransportation.

(2) Each _fleet subject to the provisions of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 must, except as provided

in 61-3-318(1), be reqistered for an annual reqistration period based upcn the date that the fleet is first

registered in this state.

(3)._There are four annual registration pericds, each of which begins on the first day of a calendar

quarter. As used in this subsection, "calendar guarter” means the period of 3 consecutive months ending

March 31, June 30, September 30, or December 31. The periods are:

(a} January 1 through March 31 1st period
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(b} April 1 through June 30 2nd period
{c) July 1 through September 30 3rd period
(d] Qctober 1 through December 31 4th period

{4) Registration of a fleet of apportionable vehicles under subsection (2} must be renewed on or

before the last day of the month for the designated annual reqistration period, unless a different registration

period has been authorized pursuant to 61-3-716{2). The department shall provide for simultaneous

reqgistration of multiple fleets of apportionable vehicles in common awnership.

{2(5) The application for each fleet may be accompanied by a fee payment computed as¥sHews
by:

{(a) diwide dividing in-state miles by total fleet miles as defined in the applicable agreement entered
into pursuant to 61-3-711 through 61-3-733;

(b) determire determining the total amount necessary to register each vehicle in the fleet for which
registration is requested, based on the regular annual registration fees prescribed by 61-3-321 and part-2
of chapter 10, part 2, and the property taxes whiek that are due on the fleet;

(c} mauttely multiplying the sum obtained under subsection £2Hb} {B}(b) by the fraction obtained
under subsection +2H4a) (5){a).

£3H6) Applications submitted with fees may be recomputed by the department ard. _The

department shall furnish a statement furpished showing the overpayment or balance due.

{7} Applications submitted without fees shalt must be computed by the department and._The

department shall furnish a statement furaished showing the amount of fees due.”

Section 6. Section 61-3-722, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-3-722. Registration and identification of propartionally registered vehicles -- fees -- effect of

registration. (1) The department shall register each proportionally registered vehicle and issue a license
plate or plates, a distinctive sticker, or other suitable identification device for each vehicle described in the
application upon payment of the appropriate fees and property taxes, as provided by law, for the application
and for the license plates, stickers, or devices issued. A fee of $2 must be paid for each license plate, each
sticker, e+ and each device issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. A fee of $56 must be paid for
each vehicle receiving temporary registration as authorized by section 704 of the international registration

plan of the American association of motor vehicie administrators, adopted in April 1988. A registration card
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1 must be issued for each proportionally registered vehicle. The registration card must, in addition to other
information required by chapter 3, show the number of the license, sticker, or other device issued for the

proportionally registered vehicle and must be carried in the vehicle at afl times.

& WM

(2) Fleet vehicles registered and identified as fleet vehicles are considered fully licensed and
5] registered in this state for any type of movement or operation, except that, in those instances in which a
6 grant of authority is required for intrastate movement or operation, the vehicle may not be operated in
7 intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner has been granted intrastate authority by the public

8 service commission and unless the vehicle is being operated in conformity with that authority.”

9
10 Section 7. Section 61-3-724, MCA, is amended to read:
M "61-3-724. Registration of additional fleet vehicles. Vehicles acquired by the owner after the

12 cammencement of the registration year period and subsequently added to a proportionally registered fleet
13 shall must be proportionally registered by applying the mileage percentage used in the original application
14 for sueh the fleet for sweh the registration period to the regular registration fees due with respect to sweh

15 the vehicle for the remainder of the registration year period.”

16
17 Section 8. Section 61-3-725, MCA, is amended to read:
18 "61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles -- procedure, credits, and accounting. (1) If a vehicle is

19  withdrawn from a propaortionaily registered fleet during the period for which it is registered, the owner of
20 the fleet shall notify the department of transportation of that fact on forms prescribed by the department.
21 The department may require the owner to surrender proportional registration cards and other identification
22 devices wiéreh that have been issued with respect to that vehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn
23 from a proportionally registered fleet because it has been destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely removed
24 fram the service of the registrant, the unused portion of the gross vehicle weight fees paid with respect
25 to that vehicle shall must be credited to the proportional registration account of the owner. This unused
26 portion shat-equat equals the amount paid with respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally
27 registered in the registration year period, reduced by one-twelfth of the total annual gross vehicle weight
28 fee of the vehicle for each calendar month and fraction thereef of a month elapsing between the first day
29 of the month of the current year period in which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of

30 withdrawal is received by the department. This credit skat must be applied against liability for additional
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fees due during the registration year peried or for additional fees due upon audit under 61-3-728. If a credit
is less than $5, it may not be made or entered. In no event may the amount be credited against fees other
than those for the registration year period, nor may any amount be subject to refund.

{2) If the owner replaces a vehicle withdrawn from the fleet at the same time as the withdrawal
and the replacement vehicle is of the same or of a lesser weight category than the one withdrawn, the
gross vehicle weight fees are transferable to the replacement vehicle. If the transfer is to a smaller vehicle,

there-may-be-ne credit may not be given or entered.”

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 1996.

-END-
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