
54th Legislature 

2 

3 

SENATE BILL NO. 41 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

SB0041.01 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN OPTIONAL METHOD OF ASSESSMENT FOR 

5 A COUNTY WATER OR SEWER DISTRICT; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-13-2303, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 7-13-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-13-2303. Method of assessment. (1) When the amount of money required for any purpose 

11 enumerated in 7-13-2302 has been determined: 

12 (a) each lot or parcel of land to be assessed Sflall must be assessed with that part of the amount 

13 of money required wl=lieR that its area bears to the total area of all of the lands to be assessed; or 

14 (bl saiEi the assessment may, at the option of the board or boards of county commissioners,~ 

15 ill be based upon the taxable valuation as stated in the last eeFR13letea last-completed county 

16 assessment roll of the lots or parcels of land, exclusive of improvements thereeA, within saiEi the district+ 

17 aML in which case, each lot or parcel of land to be assessed Sflall must be assessed with that part of the 

18 amount of money required wl=lieR that its taxable valuation bears to the total taxable valuation of all of the 

19 lands to be assessed; or 

20 (ii) be a fixed amount of money for each subsurface sewage disposal system or for each water or 

21 sewer connection on each lot or parcel of land. 

22 (2) However, wl:lef& when the district lies in more than one county, the same method of 

23 assessment Sflall must be used by each board of county commissioners." 

24 -END-

~na Ler,lstatlve coundt 
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APPROVED BY COM ON 
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3 

SENA TE BILL NO. 41 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN OPTIO~lAb~ METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

5 FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY COSTS FOR A COUNTY WATER OR SEWER DISTRICT; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTION 7 13 2303 7-13-2301, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SeetieR 1. Seetion 7 13 2303, MG/\, is ameneloel to Foael: 

"7 13 23Q3. Moth ad ef assessmeRt. ( 1) When the amount of mono>y Feetuireel for any purpose 

enumerates in 7 13 2302 has been eletermineel: 

(al eaeh lot or pareel of lanel to be assossoel sl=iall !!!J:!fil be assesseel with tl=iat 13art of the aA1ount 

of mone>y reeiuireel whieh !!lfil its area beaFs to tho total area ef all ef tl=ie lands to be assessed; or 

fb) saiel llig assessment Ala)', at tl=ie optien ef the boarel or boards of eount'( eomAlissioners.~ 

:!±l: be based upon the tanable valuation as stateel in tl=ie last eompleteel last eompleteel eounty 

assessment roll of the lots or pareels of land, eiwlusive of imwovemonts tl=iereon, within saiel !hQ district; 

and,. in which ease, eaeh lot er pareel et lanel to be assesseel shall !!!!:!fil be assessed with that part of the 

amount of money reeiuirnel wl=iiel=i !!lfil its ta1callle valuation sears to the total taicallle valuation of all of the 

lands to be assessed;__fil 

(iii be a filEOel amount of nrnnoy for eaeh subsurfaoo sowaae elisposal system or for eael=i water er 

sewer conneelien on eael=i lot or pareel of land. 

(2) Ho>.•;ever, where ~ tl=io elistriet lies in more than one eounty, the same methoel of 

assessment shall ff!l.1.§1 bo useel b>y eaeh bearel of eounty eommissioners." 

26 SECTION 1. SECTION 7-13-2301, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

27 "7-13-2301. Establishment of charges fer ser'fiees. 11) The board of directors shall fix all water 

28 and sewer rates and shall, through the general manager, collect the sewer charges and the charges for the 

29 sale and distribution of water to all users. 

30 (2) The board in the furnishing of water, sewer service, other services, and facilities shall fix~ 

~na Legislative council 
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the rate, fee, toll, rent, or other charge as that will pay the operating expenses of the district, provide for 

2 repairs and depreciation of works owned or operated by it, pay the interest on any bonded debt, and so 

3 far as possible, provide a sinking or other fund for the payment of the principal of~ the debt as it may 

4 become due. 

5 (3) The board of directors may impose on all properties in the district a charge sufficient to defray 

6 the costs of engineering or other services required in designing or preparing a feasibility study for a water 

7 or sewer system. These charges may be based on any method authorized for rural special improvement 

8 districts in 7-12-2151. 

9 HJ. Notwithstanding any other section of this part or part 22 or limitation imposed therein in this 

10 part or part 22 and when the board has applied for and received from the federal government any money 

11 for the construction, operation, and maintenance of treatment services and works, the board may adopt 

1 2 a system of charges and rates to require that each recipient of treatment works services pays its 

13 proportionate share of the costs of operation, maintenance, and replacement and to require industrial users 

14 of treatment works to pay the portion of the cost of construction of the treatment works Wfliefl that is 

15 allocable to the treatment of that industrial user's wastes." 

16 -END-

~na Ler,tstattve counell 
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SENA TE BILL NO. 41 

INTRODUCED BY WELDON 

SB0041 .02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN°ACT PROVIDING FOR /\~I OPTIOPl,tl,b A METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

5 FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY COSTS FOR A COUNTY WATER OR SEWER DISTRICT; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTION 7 13 2303 7-13-2301, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 0 SeetieR 1. SeetieA 7 13 2aoa, MCA. is ameAEleEI te reaEI: 

11 "7 13 2303. MethoEI of asse&&meRt. (1) WheA the amo1:1At Bf RlBAB'/ roq1:1iroEI for aAy J31:Jr130s0 

12 oA1:1meratoEI iA 7 1 a 2302 has booA EletermiAoEI: 

1 3 (a) eaoh let or 13areel sf laAEI to be assosseEI shall ffi!!.!1! be assesseEI with that 13art of the amo1:1At 

14 of A'IOAO',' roq1:1iroEI whieh !fill! its area boars to tha total area of all of tho laASS te be assesses; er 

15 (bl sais !hJ! assessA'leAt A'la'f, at the 013tieA of tho bears or bearss of oe1:1Aty eeA'IA'lissieAers.~ 

16 ffi be bases 1:113eA the ta11ablo val1:1atieA as steteEI iA the last eeA'l13letes last eempleteEI e01:1Aty 

17 asSBSSA'IOAt roll of tho lets BF 13areols ef laAS, 0110l1:1si•,o of iA'IJ3F8Y8A'18At6 theroeA, v,1itl=1iA sais !hJ! Sistrist; 

18 aAS, iA whieh ease. oaeh let er 13areel ef laAS to be assesseEI SABII A'll:lst be assesses 1,YitA tAat 13art of the 

19 ame1:1At sf A'leAO'J' req1:1ireEI whieh !fill! its ta11able val1:1atieA bears to the total ta11ablo val1:1atioA ef all ef tAe 

20 laAEls te be assosseS_;_fil 

21 (ii) be a fi11es ame1:1At ef F'AOAeY fer eaeA 01:1bs1:1rfaeo sewage sispesal svsteA'l er for eaeh water er 

22 se 11,1er ooAReatioR eA eaeA lot er sarael ef laAd. 

23 12) l-lewever, '"''A8f8 ~ tAO sistriet lies iA A'lere theA ORB 881:JAt',', tRO same A'l_BtRBS sf 

24 assossfflont sl=\all Ffll:ISt Be 1:JeoEI by eaeA Beare ef eouA1:y 00fflFflissioners." 

25 

26 SECTION 1. SECTION 7-13-2301, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

27 "7-13-2301. Establishment of charges fer se,...ieea. ( 1) The board of directors shall fix all water 

28 and sewer rates and shall, through the general manager, collect the sewer charges and the charges for the 

29 sale and distribution of water to all users. 

30 (2) The board in the furnishing of water, sewer service, other services, and facilities shall fix StleR 

~n• L11glslatlve COUndl 
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the rate, fee, toll, rent, or other charge as that will pay the operating expenses of the district, provide for 

2 repairs and depreciation of works owned or operated by it, pay the interest on any bonded debt, and so 

3 far as possible, provide a sinking or other fund for the payment of the principal of &l:l6R the debt as it may 

4 become due. 

5 (3) The board of directors may impose on all properties in the district a charge sufficient to defray 

6 the costs of engineering or other services required in designing or preparing a feasibility study for a water 

7 or sewer system. These charges may be based on any method authorized for rural special improvement 

8 districts in 7-12-2151. 

9 ill Notwithstanding any other section of this part or part 22 or limitation imposed tAereiA in this 

1 0 part or part 22 and when the board has applied for and received from the federal government any money 

1 1 for the construction, operation, and maintenance of treatment services and works, the board may adopt 

1 2 a system of charges and rates to require that each recipient of treatment works services pays its 

13 proportionate share of the costs of operation, maintenance, and replacement and to require industrial users 

14 of treatment works to pay the portion of the cost of construction of the treatment works ~ that is 

15 allocable to the treatment of that industrial user's wastes." 

16 -END-

~na L•t1l•latlv• coundt 
- 2 - SB 41 




