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SENATE BILL NO. 40 

INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

SB0040.01 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS FOR THE ASSESSMENT, PLACEMENT, 

6 CONFIRMATION, AND ADMISSION TO AN APPROVED PUBLIC TREATMENT FACILITY; AND AMENDING 

7 SECTIONS 53-24-209 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

8 

9 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

10 A statement of intent is required for this bill in order to provide guidance concerning the adoption 

11 of rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, and 

12 admission to an approved public treatment facility. It is the intent of the legislature that the rules adopted 

13 by the department of corrections and human services take into consideration the treatment resources, 

14 programs, and facilities available for the treatment of chemically dependent persons. 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

18 Section 1. Section 53-24-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "53-24-209. Rules for acceptance for treatment. The department shall adopt rules for acceptance 

20 of persons into the treatment program, considering available treatment resources and facilities, for the 

21 purpose of early and effective treatment of chemically dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family 

22 members. In adopting the rules, the department SHaU must be guided by the following standards: 

23 (1 l If possibleL a patient SHaU must be treated on a voluntary rather than an involuntary basis. 

24 (21 A patient SHaU must be initially assigned or transferred to outpatient treatment unless Ae--is 

25 found to require inpatient treatment. 

26 (3) A persoA s"1all Rot ea EloAieEl treatlflOAt solel·t· beoause "1e "1as .,.,,it"1ElrawA frolfl treatlfleAt agaiAst 

27 lfleelieal aElYioe BA a prier eeeasieA er beeause "1e "1as relapses after earlier trnatlflOAt. 

28 {4} An individualized treatment plan SHaU must be prepared and maintained on a current basis for 

29 each person. 

30 ~ill Provision &RaU must be made for a continuum of coordinated treatment services so that a 

~~na te11tslattve council 
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1 person who leaves a facility or a form of treatment will have available and l:ltttire use other appropriate 

2 treatment." 
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Section 2. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-24-301. Vohmtary treatment Treatment of aleoholios the chemically dependent. (1) Afl 

aleol'lelie may apply aireeti'l' to an appro'<'ea plclblie treatment taeiliW fer vollclntary treatment. An applicant 

for voluntary admission or court-referred admission to an approved public treatment facility shall obtain 

confirmation from a certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant is chemically dependent and 

appropriate for inpatient, freestanding care as described in the administrative rules. The department shall 

adopt rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, 

and admission to an approved public treatment facility. If the proposed patient is a minor or an incompetent 

person, l=\e the proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal representative may make the 

application. 

(2) Subject to rules adopted by the department, the administrator of an approved public treatment 

facility may determine who shall be i§. admitted for treatment. If a person is refused admission to an 

approved public treatment facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, shall refer the person 

to anether an approved ~ priv1:Jte treatment facility tor treatment if possible and appropriate. 

(3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an approved public treatment facility, he shall the 

patient must be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or intermediate treatment. If it appears 

to the administrator of the treatment facility that the patient is an olool=lolie ,,..,ho chemically dependent and 

requires help, the department shall arrange for assistance in obtaining supportive services and residential 

facilities. 

(4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment facility, with or against the advice of the 

administrator of the facility, the department shall make reasonable provisions for Ai& the patient's 

transportation to another facility or to Ai& the patient's home. If M the patient has no home, l=lo shall the 

patient must be assisted in obtaining shelter. If oo !filL.Q!lti~.nt is a minor or an incompetent person, tho 

request for discharge from an inpatient facility~ must be made by a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

representative or by the minor or incompetent, if Re the minor or incompetent person was the original 

applicant." 

·END-

~na ,erllslattve couneH 
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SENATE BILL NO. 40 

INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

SB0040.01 
APPROVED BY COM ON PUBLIC 
HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY 

2 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS FOR THE ASSESSMENT, PLACEMENT, 

6 CONFIRMATION, AND ADMISSION TO AN APPROVED PUBLIC TREATMENT FACILITY; AND AMENDING 

7 SECTIONS 53-24-209 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

8 

9 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

1 O A statement of intent is required for this bill in order to provide guidance concerning the adoption 

11 of rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, and 

12 admission to an approved public treatment facility. It is the intent of the legislature that the rules adopted 

13 by the department of corrections and human services take into consideration the treatment resources, 

14 programs, and facilities available for the treatment of chemically dependent persons. 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

18 Section 1. Section 53-24-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "53-24-209. Rules for acceptance for treatment. The department shall adopt rules for acceptance 

20 of persons into the treatment program, considering available treatment resources and facilities, for the 

21 purpose of early and effective treatment of chemically dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family 

22 members. In adopting the rules, the department si'lall must be guided by the following standards: 

23 (1) If possible. a patient si'lall must be treated on a voluntary rather than an involuntary basis. 

24 (2) A patient &Ra# .!!l.!J§l be initially assigned or transferred to outpatient treatment unless M-tS 

25 found to require inpatient treatment. 

26 (3) A pereeA &Rall Aet ea aeAiea treatrAeAt selel'f' eeeatise Re Ras witRarawA frerA treatrABAt a€jaiAst 

27 rAeaieal aa·~iee eA a prier eeeasieA er eeeetise RB Ras rnlapsea aHer earlier treatrABAt. 

28 f4+ An individualized treatment plan &Ra# must be prepared and maintained on a current basis for 

29 each person. 

30 «tt~ Provision si'lall must be made for a continuum of coordinated treatment services so that a 

~na Legtstattve counctl 
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1 person who leaves a facility or a form of treatment will have available and ~ use other appropriate 

2 treatment.,. 

3 

4 Section 2. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "53-24-301. VehlRtaPf tFeatFReRt Treatment of aleehelies the chemically dependent. (1} AA 

6 alaal'lalia FAS ( apply aireetlv te BA appravaa publie trnatFAent faoility for valuntary treatFAent. An applicant 

7 for voluntary admission or court-referred admission to an approved public treatment facility shall obtain 

8 confirmation from a certified chemical dependency counselor that tho applicant is chemically dependent and 

g appropriate for inpatient, freestanding care as described in the administrative rules. The department shall 

1 O adopt rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, 

11 and admission to an approved public treatment facility. If the proposed patient is a minor or an incompetent 

1 2 person, fie the proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal representative may make the 

13 application. 

14 (2) Subject to rules adoptod by the department, the administrator of an approved public troatment 

1 5 facility may determine who sl=iall be 1§ admitted for treatment. If a person is refused admission to an 

16 approved public treatment facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, shall refer the person 

17 to anether an approved~ private treatment facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

18 (3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an approved public treatment facility, RB sRall the 

19 patient must be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or intermediate treatment. If it appears 

20 to the administrator of the treatment facility that the patient is an aleohelio wile chomically dependent and 

21 requires help, the department shall arrange for assistance in obtaining supportive services and residential 

22 facilities. 

23 (4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment facility, with or against the advice of the 

24 administrator of the facility, the department shall make reasonable provisions for Ri5 the patient's 

25 transportation to another facility or to Ri5 the patient's home. If fie the patient has no home, Re sl'lall the 

26 patient must be assisted in obtaining shelter. If fie the patient is a minor or an incompetent person, the 

27 request for discharge from an inpatient facility 6fl8il must be made by a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

28 representative or by the minor or incompetent. if fie the minor or incompetent person was the original 

29 applicant." 

30 -END-

~na ter,lslatl.,. Coundl 
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 40 

2 INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS FOR THE ASSESSMENT, PLACEMENT, 

6 CONFIRMATION, AND ADMISSION TO AN APPROVED PUBLIC TREATMENT FACILITY; AND AMENDING 

7 SECTIONS 53-24-209 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

8 

9 ST A TEMENT OF INTENT 

1 O A statement of intent is required for this bill in order to provide guidance concerning the adoption 

1 1 of rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, and 

12 admission to an approved public treatment facility. It is the intent of the legislature that the rules adopted 

13 by the department of corrections and human services take into consideration the treatment resources, 

14 programs, and facilities available for the treatment of chemically dependent persons. 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

1 B Section 1. Section 53-24-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "53-24-209. Rules for acceptance for treatment. The department shall adopt rules for acceptance 

20 of persons into the treatment program, considering available treatment resources and facilities, for the 

21 purpose of early and effective treatment of chemically dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family 

22 members. In adopting the rules, the department &hell must be guided by the following standards: 

23 I 1) If possible£ a patient &hell must be treated on a voluntary rather than an involuntary basis. 

24 (21 A patient ~ must be initially assigned or transferred to outpatient treatment unless M-ffl 

25 found to require inpatient treatment. 

26 (3) >, ••raeA aAall nal Ba EleAieet tFaatMOAt aelol\1 laeea1:1aa Ra Rae i.vithtbar-Nn tFoFA ueatFAeRt ageiAGt 

27 FAediaal adYiee en a ,,ior eeaaaiaA er baeawae Re Rae ralapaaet aker earlier IFoatFReAI. 

28 ~ An individualized treatment plan ~ must be prepared and maintained on a current basis for 

29 each person. 

30 ~.!.11 Provision ~ must be made for a continuum of coordinated treatment services so that a 
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1 person who leaves a facility or a form of treatment will have available and ~ ~ other appropriate 

2 treatment." 

3 

4 Section 2. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "53-24-301. IJehtA,aPf oea,MeA• Treatment of aleel:leliea the chemically dependent. ( 1) Af:I 

6 aleehelie FRa'f &f3ply Sireetly te eA apprevee pt:1blie tr=eatMent #aeility 1or 1,•eh:1nter•, treatfl'lOAt. An applicant 

7 for voluntary admission or court-referred admission to an approved public treatment facility shall obtain 

8 confirmation from a certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant is chemically dependent and 

9 appropriate for inpatient, freestanding care as described in the administrative rules. The department shall 

1 o adopt rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, 

11 and admission to an approved public treatment facility. If the proposed patient is a minor or an incompetent 

12 person, !=le the proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal representative may make the 

13 application. 

14 (2) Subject to rules adopted by the department, the administrator of an approved public treatment 

1 5 facility may determine who aliall ~e i! admitted for treatment. If a person is refused admission to an 

16 approved public treatment facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, shall refer the person 

17 to aRetlier .!!..!l approved ~ private treatment facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

18 (3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an approved public treatment facility, lie aliall the 

19 patient must be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or intermediate treatment. If it appears 

20 to the administrator of the treatment facility that the patient is BA aleelielie wl:le chemically dependent and 

21 requires help, the department shall arrange for assistance in obtaining supportive services and residential 

22 facilities. 

23 (4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment facility, with or against the advice of the 

24 administrator of the facility, the department shall make reasonable provisions for !:lie the patient's 

25 transportation to another facility or to !:lie the patient's home. If !=le the patient has no home, lie aliall the 

26 patient must be assisted in obtaining shelter. If Re the patient is a minor or an incompetent person, the 

27 request for discharge from an inpatient facility eReU JilU!l be made by a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

28 representative or by the minor or incompetent~ if Re the minor or incompetent person was the original 

29 applicant." 

~ -~~ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 40 

2 INTRODUCED BY BENEDICT 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND HUMAN SERVICES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:" AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS FOR THE ASSESSMENT, PLACEMENT. 

6 CONFIRMATION, AND ADMISSION TO AN APPROVED PUBLIC TREATMENT FACILITY; AND AMENDING 

7 SECTIONS 53-24-209 AND 53-24-301, MCA." 

8 

9 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

10 A statement of intent is required for this bill in order to provide guidance concerning the adoption 

11 of rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, and 

12 admission to an approved public treatment facility. It is the intent of the legislature that the rules adopted 

1 3 by the department of corrections and human services take into consideration the treatment resources, 

14 programs, and facilities available for the treatment of chemically dependent persons. 

15 

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

17 

18 Section 1. Section 53-24-209, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "53-24-209. RulH for acceptance for treatment. The department shall adopt rules for acceptance 

20 of persons into the treatment program, considering available treatment resources and facilities, for the 

21 purpose of early and effective treatment of chemically dependent persons, intoxicated persons, and family 

22 members. In adopting the rules, the department aw must be guided by the following standards: 

23 I 1 I If possible~ a patient eW must be treated on a voluntary rather than an involuntary basis. 

24 (2) A patient eW must be initially assigned or transferred to outpatient treatment unless M--+11 

25 found to require inpatient treatment. 

26 (3) A ,-eraen &Rall net~• Elania~ trea1FRORt aalely Beeauee Re ~aa \\1i1h~ra•A1R freFR troa1FRent agaiRst 

27 AGtodieal a8viee eA a J'fier eeeoaien er ~888\t&0 l=lo Rao relapeee a:ker earlier trea1FRent. 

28 ~ An individualized treatment plan 8W must be prepared and maintained on a current basis for 

29 each person. 

30 ti+~ Provision eW must be made for a continuum of coordinated treatment services so that a 
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person who leaves a facility or a form of treatment will have available and ~ use other appropriate 

2 treatment." 

3 

4 Section 2. Section 53-24-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "53-24-301. 1Jel1:1Al8Pf tFeatMBAt Treatment of aleeheliee the chemically dependent. I 1) Af+ 

6 aleeholie FRay aJ3ply Sireetly te aA a1:3J3re ,ea r:,ublie treetff'OAt faeility :Jar , oll:intary treatR=ient. An applicant 

7 for voluntary admission or court-referred admission to an approved public treatment facility shall obtain 

8 confirmation from a certified chemical dependency counselor that the applicant is chemically dependent and 

9 appropriate for inpatient, freestanding care as described in the administrative rules. The department shall 

1 O adopt rules to establish policies and procedures governing assessment, patient placement, confirmation, 

11 and admission to an approved public treatment facility. If the proposed patient is a minor or an incompetent 

12 person, Re the proposed patient, a parent, legal guardian, or other legal representative may make the 

1 3 application. 

14 ( 2) Subject to rules adopted by the department, the administrator of an approved public treatment 

15 facility may determine who shall ee l.§. admitted for treatment. If a person is refused admission to an 

16 approved public treatment facility, the administrator, subject to departmental rules, shall refer the person 

17 to eAe~her fill approved~ private treatment facility for treatment if possible and appropriate. 

18 (3) If a patient receiving inpatient care leaves an approved public treatment facility, he shall the 

1 9 patient must be encouraged to consent to appropriate outpatient or intermediate treatment. If it appears 

20 to the administrator of the treatment facility that the patient is aA eleehelie ,, he chemically dependent and 

21 requires help, the department shall arrange for assistance in obtaining supportive services and residential 

22 facilities. 

23 (4) If a patient leaves an approved public treatment facility, with or against the advice of the 

24 administrator of the facility, the department shall make reasonable provisions for M the patient's 

25 transportation to another facility or to M the patient's home. If Re the patient has no home, he shall the 

26 patient must be assisted in obtaining shelter. If Re the patient is a minor or an incompetent person, the 

27 request for discharge from an inpatient facility~ must be made by a parent, legal guardian, or other legal 

28 representative or by the minor or incompetent~ if Re the minor or incompetent person was the original 

29 applicant." 

W -EN~ 

la:.~n• , .. ,.,at/·H COUnd 
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