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SENATE BILL NO. 32 

INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL 

SB0032.01 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL AUTHORITY TO 

6 ADOPT RULES ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR BASIC AND ADVANCED CORONER 

7 EDUCATION; EXTENDING THE 2-YEAR STATUTORY TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF AN ADVANCED 

8 COURSE IN CASES OF EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2905, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 7-4-2905 grants rulemaking authority to the 

12 board of crime control. The rules should provide for: 

13 { 1) essential training of coroners; 

14 (2) a basic training course or its equivalent; 

15 (3) continued training courses and education crucial to the professional standards of coroners and 

16 deputy coroners; 

17 (4) board review of training schools other than those operated by the state to determine whether 

18 they meet board requirements for training; and 

19 (5) board review of exigent circumstances that might allow a waiver of the 2-year time period for 

20 training. 

21 

22 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2905, MCA, is amended to read: 24 

25 "7-4-2905. Coroner education and continuing education. (1) Coroner education must be 

26 conducted by the board of crime control. The board may adopt rules establishing standards and procedures 

27 for basic and advanced education. The cost of conducting the education must be borne by the department 

28 of justice from money appropriated for the education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

29 diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county. 

30 (2) (a) The board shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general election. 
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1 The course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, must be completed before the first Monday 

2 in January following the election. The board may conduct other basic coroner courses at times it considers 

3 appropriate. 

4 (b) The board shall annually conduct a 16-hour advanced coroner course. ~ Unless there are 

5 exigent circumstances, failure of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

6 coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, at least once every 2 years results in 

7 forfeiture of office. The board may adopt rules providing a procedure to extend the 2-year period due to 

8 

9 

exigent circumstances." 
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE 
& SAFETY 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL AUTHORITY TO 

6 ADOPT RULES ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR BASIC AND ADVANCED CORONER 

7 EDUCATION; EXTENDING THE 2-YEAR STATUTORY TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF AN ADVANCED 

8 COURSE IN CASES OF EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2905, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 7-4-2905 grants rulemaking authority to the 

12 board of crime control. The rules should provide for: 

13 ( 1) essential training of coroners; 

14 (2) a basic training course or its equivalent; 

15 (3) continued training courses and education crucial to the professional standards of coroners and 

16 deputy coroners; 

1 7 (4) board review of training schools other than those operated by the state to determine whether 

18 they meet board requirements for training; and 

19 (5) board review of exigent circumstances that might allow a waiver of the 2-year time period for 

20 training. 

21 

22 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2905, MCA, is amended to read: 24 

25 "7-4-2905. Coroner education and continuing education. ( 1) Coroner education must be 

26 conducted by the board of crime control. The board may adopt rules establishing standards and procedures 

27 for basic and advanced education. The cost of conducting the education must be borne by the department 

28 of justice from money appropriated tor the education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

29 diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county. 

30 12) (a) The board shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general election. 
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The course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, must be completed before the first Monday 

in January following the election. The board may conduct other basic coroner courses at times it considers 

appropriate. 

(bl The board shall annually conduct a 16-hour advanced coroner course. ~ Unless there are 

exigent circumstances, failure of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, at least once every 2 years results in 

forfeiture of office. The board may adopt rules providing a procedure to extend the 2-year period due to 

exigent circumstances." 

-END-
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SENATE BILL NO. 32 

2 INTRODL,!CED BY GAGE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL AUTHORITY TO 

6 ADOPT RULES ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR BASIC AND ADVANCED CORONER 

7 EDUCATION; EXTENDING THE 2-YEAR STATUTORY TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF AN ADVANCED 

8 COURSE IN CASES OF EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2905, MCA." 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 7-4-2905 grants rulemaking authority to the 

1 2 board of crime control. The rules should provide for: 

13 ( 1) essential training of coroners; 

14 (2) a basic training course or its equivalent; 

15 (3) continued training courses and education crucial to the professional standards of coroners and 

16 deputy coroners; 

17 (4) board review of training schools other than those operated by the state to determine whether 

18 they meet board requirements for training; and 

19 (5) board review of exigent circumstances that might allow a waiver of the 2-year time period for 

20 training. 

21 

22 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 

24 Section 1. Section 7-4-2905, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "7-4-2905. Coron• Nucation and continuing education. 11) Coroner education must be 

26 conducted by the board of crime control. The board may adopt rules establishing standards and procedures 

27 for basic and advanced education, The cost of conducting the education must be borne by the department 

28 of justice from money appropriated for the education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

29 diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county. 

30 12) (al The board shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general election. 
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1 The course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, must be completed before the first Monday 

2 in January following the election. The board may conduct other basic coroner courses at times it considers 

3 appropriate. 

4 (b) The board shall annually conduct a 16-hour advanced coroner course. ~ Unless there are 

5 exigent cjrcumstances, failurp of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advanced 

6 coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, at least once every 2 years results 1n 

7 forfeiture of otfice. Th9 board may agoot rules Qf0Viding a procedure to extend the 1-year period due to 

8 exigent circumstancf§. • 
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SENATE BILL NO. 32 

2 INTRODUCED BY GAGE 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING THE BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL AUTHORITY TO 

6 ADOPT RULES ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR BASIC AND ADVANCED CORONER 

7 EDUCATION; EXTENDING THE 2-YEAR STATUTORY TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF AN ADVANCED 

8 COURSE IN CASES OF EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2905, MCA" 

9 

10 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

11 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 7-4-2905-grants rulemaking authority to the 

12 board of crime control. The rules should provide for: 

1 3 11 ) essential training of coroners; 

14 ( 2) a basic training course or its equivalent; 

15 (3) continued training courses and education crucial to the professional standards of coroners and 

16 deputy coroners; 

1 7 ( 4) board review of training schools other than those operated by the state to determine whether 

18 they meet board requirements for training; and 

19 (5) board review of exigent circumstances that might allow a waiver of the 2-year time period for 

20 training. 

21 

22 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

23 

Section 1, Section 7-4-2905, MCA, is amended to read: 24 

25 "7-4-29015. Coroner education and continuing education, ( 1) Coroner education must be 

26 conducted by the board of crime control. The board may adopt rules establishing standards and procedures 

27 for basic and advanced education. The cost of conducting the education must be borne by the department 

28 of justice from money appropriated for the education. The county shall pay the salary, mileage, and per 

29 diem of each coroner-elect, coroner, and deputy coroner attending from that county. 

30 (2) (a) The board shall conduct a 40-hour basic coroner course of study after each general election. 
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The course. or an ecuivalent course approved by the board, must be completed before the first Mondav 

2 In January following the election. The board may conduct other basic coroner courses at times ,t considers 

3 appropriate. 

4 (bl The board shall annually conduct a 16-hour advanced coroner course. ~ Unless there <Jr_f 

5 exigent circumstances, failure of any coroner or deputy coroner to satisfactorily complete the advar1cea 

6 coroner course, or an equivalent course approved by the board, at least once every 2 years resu:ts ir: 

7 forfeiture of office. The board may adopt rules providing a procedure to extend the 2-year period d1Je w 

8 exigent circumstances." 

9 -END-
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