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SENATE BILL NO. 28 

INTRODUCED BY AKLESTAD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE COMPUTATION OF THE STATE LAND 

EQUALIZATION PAYMENT TO FULLY REIMBURSE COUNTIES FOR LOST TAXES BECAUSE OF STATE 

LANDS WITHIN THE COUNTIES; AMENDING SECTION 77-1-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 77-1-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"77-1-502. Computation of state land equalization payment. ( 1) The department of revenue shall 

compute the amount of taxes ~ that would be payable on the county assessments of saiel 13re130rt1• 

state land as if it were owned by and taxable to a taxpayer of~ the county in which the land is located. 

(2) If the land is not classified, the SURI te ae listeel shall amount must be determined by the 

average tax payment made on ~ similar property within the county where seie the land is situateel, not 

te e11eoeel 12 oonts 13er grai!ing aere, 36 eents 13er agrio1:1IWFOI aero, anel 12 eonts 13or ferest aero located. 

The average tax may be derived from the most recent biennial report of tho department of revenue. The 

total figure arrived at B'I this A'lothoEI sl:lall ee oalloel tl:lo gross aesessf!'lont fig1:1ro. 

(31 Tl:le oeunty e110R113tien footer shall ao dotorA'linoel ay eliYieling the 13eroenMgo tfalo state ewnoel 

lane! sears to tl:lo total lane! area of tl:lo oounty inte i%. Tfalis Eluetiont sl:lall ae A'lulti13lieel ev tho gFOss 

aasessf!'lont figure, anel tfale 13roeluot is oalloe tAe state e110R1i;,tion figure. 

(4) Tl:lo state 0110A'l13tion figure shall Ila sul!treotae fref!'I tAo gross asseesffiont to give l§. the state 

land equalization payment." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Retroactive applicability. [This act] applies retroactively, within the 

meaning of 1-2-109, to the tax year commencing January 1, 1995. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 
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