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ARDS; AND AMENDING SECTION 69-14-721, MCA." 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 

9 Section 1. Section 69-14-721, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 O "69-14-721. Control of fire hazard along right-of-way. It shall bo the duty of all 6 railroad 

11 eorporations corporation or railroad Ernmpanies company operating aH'f 9- railroad within this state tB shall 

1 2 keep #leif its railroad track and either side H1ereof of the track for a reasonable distance of 100 feet on each 

1 3 side of the track or roadbed, so far as it passes through any portion of L!:! this state, free from dead grass, 

14 weeds, or any dangerous or combustible material. Af't'f 6 railroad Ernmpany or corporation or company 

15 failing to keep its railroad track and each side thereof of the track free of combustible material as specified 

16 above shall bo in this section is liable for any damages whieh may oeeur from on account of fire emanating 

17 from operating sueh railroad trains. A nogleot to oomply with the pro~•isions of this section in l(Oeping free 

18 any railroad traek and either side for a sistanee equal to the spaee of grouns ooveres b·f the grant of the 

19 right of way for the railroas eorporation or eompany shall bo prima faeie o·,isoneo of ne§ligenee on the part 

20 of any suoh railroas oorporation or eompany. No 6 railroad corporation or company SfH!lt may not be 

21 required to keep free of combustible material, as specified aee-ve in this section, aH'f land that is not a part 

22 of its right-of-way." 

23 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 448 

HB0448.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

2 INTRODUCED BY SOMERVILLE, SWYSGOOD, GRADY, MOHL, GALVIN, BECK, SLITER, ANDERSON, 

3 RANEY, VANVALKENBURG, MCKEE, SQUIRES, GROSFIELD, STOVALL, MERCER 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY OF RAILROADS TO 

6 KEEP RIGHT-OF-WAYS FREE OF FIRE HAZARDS; AND AMENDING SECTION 69-14-721, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 69-14-721, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "69-14-721. Control of fire hazard along right-of-way. It SRall i3e tRe duty of all A railroad 

12 eorf)orations corporation or railroad eomf)anies company operating afl-Y g railroad within this state t-e shall 

13 keep tReif its railroad track and either side tt'lereof of the track for a reasonable distance of 1 GG feet WITHIN 

14 ITS RIGHT-OF-WAY on eaeR siae of the trnel, OF Foadi3oa, so far as it f)asses tRFOU!jR any flOFtion of~ 

15 State, free from dead grass, weeds, or any aangerous or DANGEROUS OR combustible material. Afl',f A 

16 railroad eompan~· or corporation or company failing to keep its railroad track and each side tReFoef of the 

17 track free of combustible material as specified ai3ove shall so in this section is liable for any damages w-hleJct 

18 may oeour from on account of fire emanating from OflOFating suoR FailFead trains, TRACK MAINTENANCE, 

19 OR OTHER RAILROAD OPERATIONS. A negleet to eemfllV witR tRo flFevisiens ef tt'lis seetion in keepinti 

20 free anv railreaa traak ans either side fer a aistonee BEfLIOI to tl=le s13aee of grouns eoverns by tl=le grant of 

21 the right of way for the railroad ooFpoFation er eempan•r' shall ea f)rima faoie evidonoe of negli!:Jenoo on the 

22 part et any sueh railFoas ooFperation OF sampan•(. ~lo I:,_ railroad corporation or company Sf¼all may not be 

23 required to keep free of combustible material, as specified al3&¥e in this section, afl-Y land that is not a part 

24 of its right-of-way." 

25 -END-

~na Legislative council 
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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 448 

2 INTRODUCED BY SOMERVILLE, SWYSGOOD, GRADY, MOHL, GALVIN, BECK, SLITER, ANDERSON, 

3 RANEY, VANVALKENBURG, MCKEE, SQUIRES, GROSFIELD, STOVALL, MERCER 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY OF RAILROADS TO 

6 KEEP RIGHT-OF-WAYS FREE OF FIRE HAZARDS; AND AMENDING SECTION 69-14-721, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 69-14-721, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "69-14-721. Control of fire hazard along right-of-way. It &Rall lie tRe eh:1ty ef all A railroad 

12 eeF13eratieAs corporation or railroad eeFR13aAies company operating 6Wf .!! railroad within this state te shall 

13 keep ff'leif its railroad track and either side tl:lereef of the track for a reasonable distance ef 100 feet WITHIN 

14 ITS RIGHT-OF-WAY eA eaeR eiEle ef tRe tFaek BF FeeEllleEI, ee far ea it 11eeeee tRre1:1gR aA~· 11ertieA ef iA-tRi& 

15 state, free from dead grass, weeds, or any ElaAgere1:1s er DANGEROUS OR combustible material. Aw,/- A 

16 railroad eeFA13aA~• er corporation or company failing to keep its railroad track and each side tRereef of the 

17 track free of combustible material as specified elle1,e aR&ll lie in this section is liable for any damages wl:liel:I 

18 FAB'J' eee1:1r freFA on account of fire emanating from e11eretiAg aweR railreaEI trains. TRACK MAINTENANCE. 

19 OR OTHER RAILROAD OPERATIONS. ,0. Aeglaet te eempl'f 11.•itR tRe 11re1,isieA& ef tRia saetieA iA ltee13iAg 

20 fFoe an11 FailreaEI t:Faok and oitAar aifla tor a ~iet:anee 01:1wal te the apaee ef grounEt ee,.•ere~ ~'f the grant ef 

21 t:l=le rigAt of wa•,• tor tl=le roilraaB aer11oration or 88FRJIIA1/ shall lie '9FiMa #aeie e•,ridenee sf negligenoe en ~Ae 

22 13aFt ef BA'( 61:!BR FailFaaEI eer11er1Hien er aeFR13any. Ne fl railroad corporation or company ~ may not be 

23 required to keep free of combustible material, as specified aeew in this section, 6Wf land that is not a part 

24 of its right-of-way." 

25 -END-

~an,na Ler,ISlatln t:oundl 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 448 

INTRODUCED BY SOMERVILLE, SWYSGOOO, GRADY, MOHL, GALVIN, BECK, SLITER, ANDERSON, 

RANEY, VANVALKENBURG, MCKEE, SQUIRES, GROSFIELD, STOVALL, MERCER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE LEGAL RESPONSIOILITY OF RAILROADS TO 

KEEP RIGHT-OF-WAYS FREE OF FIRE HAZARDS; AND AMENDING SECTION 69-14-721, MCA." 

B BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 
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Section 1. Section 69-14-721, MCA, is amended to read: 

"69-14-721. Control of fire hazard along right-of-way. It el:lall 1:18 tt::le Eluty of all 6. railroad 

oeFJ!OFatioAe corporation or railroad eeFApaAioe company operating ~ .!! railroad within this state te _shall 

keep tf:l&if its railroad track and either side tl:leroof of tho track for a reasonable distance of 100 foot WITHIN 

ITS RIGHT-OF-WAY OR 888R siElo of tRe traok OF roaElbed, 88 far as it paeooe tRFOU!JA SA',' ponioA of i~ 

~. free from dead grass, woods, or any Eiangeroua er DANGEROUS OR combustible material. Af',',f 8. 

railroad eoFA,:,an·r or corporation or company failing to keep its railroad track and each side tl:loreof of the 

track free of combustible material as specified aboYo el:lall bo in this section is liable for any damages~ 

ffta•; eoeur freFA on account of fire emanating from oporatiAg suel:l railroad trains, TRACK MAINTENANCE, 

OR OTHER RAILROAD OPERATIONS. A nogloet to oompl',' 'NitR tl:lo preYisieno of tRis seotioA iA l1eopiA!J 

fFee any railread traek and oitt-lar side fer a SietaAee e~~a, te tl=le &'3aee af gFouAS ee•,«orsG 9\« tAe graAt ef 

tFle Fig~:c: ef v,a, ter tl=le reilroaEI eoFperatien er eoFApan,,. ehall Be f:.IFiFRa faeie eYiSenoe of negligonoe on tho 

JlaFt of aAV suol:l railroad eorperatioA or ooFApeny. Ne A railroad corporation or company 5fWI# may not bo 

required to keep free of combustible material, as specified a&&Ye in this section,~ land that is not a part 

of its right-of-way." 

-END-

~n• L••lsJatlv• coundl 
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