
54 th Legislature L"0921.01 

±m.s£ _ BILL NO. 4,-,&, 
2 INTRODUCED BY t~-ttdJ 

--------------------------------

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHEMICAL 

5 DEPENDENCY COUNSELORS; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS BY RULE; AND 

6 AMENDING SECTION 53-24-215, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE'OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 53-24-215, MCA, Is amended to road: 

11 "53-24-215. Certification of chemical dependency counselors. ( 1) Tho department shall grant 

12 certification to practice as a certified chemical dependency counselor to any parson who successfully 

13 coRlpletes a ceR1petoncy e>WRlinatien that RlUSt include a written 0>caR1, an oral □ JcaRl, and a re~<iow et a 

14 taped werlc saR1ple, as moots tho eligibility requirements and competency standards defined in rules adopted 

15 under 53-24-204. 

16 (21 A persen Rlay apply for eertifieation as a oertified cheRlical dependency counselor if he: 

17 (a) has: 

18 (ii received a l:Jaccalauroato degree in aloohol and srug studios, psychology, sociology, social work, 

19 counseling, er a related fiols froRl an accrositod collage or university; 

20 (iii reooi~•ed an associate of arts EJogroe in aloehol and drug studios, cheRlieal dependency, or 

21 sul:Jstance asuso freRl an aeoreditos institution; er 

22 (iii) successfully eoR1pleted at least 1 year of forRlalized training in eheR1ieal dependency counseling 

23 in a prograRl approved sy the departRlent or reeegnized under the laws of another state; and 

24 (s) has c □ Rlpleted 2,000 hours of supervised worl< eiEperience in eheRlieal depensency counseling 

25 IFi a state approved oheRlioal Elepeneleney treatRlent prograRl, an internship supervised by the college or 

26 universit<1• and endorsed by tlcle de13artR1ent, or a siRlilar prograRl recogni2ed under the laws of anether 

27 state. Work ox13orionco R1ust include experience in 12 core function areas, including screening, intal,o, 

28 orientation, assessRlent, troatR1ent planning, individual and group counseling, case management, crisis 

29 intervention, client odueation, referral, reeorelkeeping, anel oonsultation with other professionals in regard 

30 to client treatment and services Tho department may by rule require an applicant to successfully complete 
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a competency exilfn1nation defined in rules adopted under 53-24-204. 

(31 The department may provide by rule tor certification without examination of a person certiiied 

under the laws of another state if the person meets the minimum eligibility requirements and competency 

standards for certification in Montana." 

END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL 

HB0436.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
HUMAN SERVICES & AGING 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHEMICAL 

5 DEPENDENCY COUNSELORS; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS BY RULE; AND 

6 AMENDING SECTION 53-24-215, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 53-24-215, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "53-24-215. Certification of chemical dependency counselors. (1) The department shall grant 

1 2 certification to practice as a certified chemical dependency counselor to any person who s1:10eoss*ull•,· 

13 eofflpletes a eeFApe1:eAe;• e,taFRinatien that FAuot inelude a WFiMen B)(BR=I, an eral OHaFR, ane a re,•io•A• of a 

14 ta13oel work oaFAplo, as meets the eligibility requirements and competency standards defined in rules adopted 

15 under 53-24-204. 

16 (2) A (:)orsen R,:1a 1; aJ3pl;1 for eer:t:ifioatien as a eertifieEi e~eFAioal eler:,enOene>,e eeunselor if Re: 

17 lal !=las: 

18 0) reeeit.«eel a l;)aeoalat:1reate degree in aleel=lol one Eirug st1::1Eiies, ~B'f'Ohology, seeieleg.,,, sooial ,verk, 

19 eounseling, er a relatoet field freFFI aR aeoredi1:ed eellege er univoroi~,'; 

20 fii ➔ ,=eeeivoS an aeseoiate ef arts Sogroe in aleel=lel and elrug &1:uSios, ehoFRieal 80J,10Adone1;, or 

21 suBstaRee aBuee f:FOFFI an aeoFoditeEt institution; er 

22 (iii) eueeeaet1c:1ll\1 oempleted at least 1 'J1ear ef fe,maliii!eEI tFaiAiAg iA eRefflieal eleJ3enEloney eol!lnseling 

23 in a pFDgFaFA appF81JOS e,,, the 8opaFtA1ont BF FBOOgAiii!Od 1:JAEIOF tRo la•,Ys of anetRer state; and 

24 ,e, t-lae eemplotod 2,QOQ Ro~us ef st:1~eFvisod •.verk OHPOFienoe in oRemieal depen_Sene•,1 001:Jnseling 

25 in a stafe appFo•,oEi eReFRioal ~0'11&ndene'1 treatment pregraFA, an internsRiJ3 supeFvisoB by the eollege er 

26 t:1ni¥ersit',1 ans enSoreod hy the Sopartment, er a similar ~regram reeegnizeel 1:tnder tho laws ef anetRer 

27 state. Werle OHperionoo R=IU&t ineludo BKJJBFienee in 12 eere fuAetien areas, ineluBing serooning, intalce, 

28 eriontatien, assoeomont, treotFAent t9lanning, indi1,ridual and gro1:1p 001:1noelint1, ease FAanagefFlent, erisis 

29 intervention, elient eeh~oatioR, ,efBFFal, reeorEll~oo13int1, and eons1:1ltatioA wi1:t;:J 01:hor prefessieRals iR regard 

30 to elieRt t,ea,meRt ORB ee,viooe A PERSON MAY APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION AS A CERTIFIED CHEMICAL 
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DEPENDENCY COUNSELOR IF THE PERSON HAS: 

2 jAI jl) RECEIVED A BACCALAUREATE OR MASTERS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES. 

3 PSYCHOLOGY. SOCIOLOGY. SOCIAL WORK. COUNSELING. OR A RELATED FIELD FROM AN 

4 ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY; 

5 (II) RECEIVED AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES.CHEMICAL 

6 DEPENDENCY. OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION; OR 

7 0111 SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AT LEAST 1 YEAR OF FORMALIZED TRAINING IN CHEMICAL 

8 DEPENDENCY COUNSELING IN A PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR RECOGNIZED UNDER 

9 THE LAWS OF ANOTHER STATE; AND 

10 jB) COMPLETED SUPERVISED WORK EXPERIENCE IN A STATE-APPROVED CHEMICAL 

11 DEPENDENCY TREATMENT PROGRAM DEFINED IN RULES UNDER 53-24-204. IN AN INTERNSHIP 

12 APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT. OR IN A SIMILAR PROGRAM RECOGNIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF 

13 ANOTHERSTATE. 

14 ru The department Fl'ISY ey r1:1le SHALL require an applicant to successfully complete a competency 

15 examination PROCESS defined in rules adopted under 53-24-204. 

16 @j 41 The department may provide by rule for certification without examination of a person 

17 certified under the laws of another state if the person meets the minimum eligibility requirements and 

18 competency standards for certification in Montana." 

19 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL 

HB0436.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHEMICAL 

5 DEPENDENCY COUNSELORS; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS BY RULE; AND 

6 AMENDING SECTION 53-24-215, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 53-24-215, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "53-24-215. Certification of chemical dependency counselors. (1) The department shall grant 

12 certification to practice as a certified chemical dependency counselor to any person who s~eeesshillv 

13 881"1ple1:es a BOFApeteney 8M8A1inatien 1:hat FFllct&t iROh::i1de a tNfiMOA 8M&ffl, BR 8Fal eHam, aAEI a F8Yie•11 of a 

14 ~aJieEI weFk saFRJile, as meets the eligibjlity requirements and competency standards defined in rules adopted 

15 under 53-24-204. 

16 (2) .A. peFsen may a1=1plt/ ter eertifieatioA ee a eertifiod eheFAieal de13anElenev ee1:1nsolor if Re: 

17 (el hae; 

18 (i) roeeiYod a BaeealaureMe Elegreo in aleeRal anS drug stu~ioo, peyot-leleg,;, eeeioleg•1, seeial •1rork, 

19 oouneeliAB, er a related field frol'fl an aeereElited eolloge or 1::1ni,.reraity; 

20 00 reooi't1ed an aeeeaiate of aRa Ela9ree in alooAol ant:i ~Ffcl(I at1:uUea, eRoMieal Eleponeleno•f, er 

21 substanoe aBuse treFA an aeeredited inetit1::1tion; er 

22 fiii) e1:1eeooetullr,1 aefflplated at leaot 1 •,soar ef fermelii!!eEI trainiAg iA ehofflieal elepeneleRe')' ea1::1nseling 

23 in a pregFaffl appre1, 10EI B11 the elepa,tFRent or reeegnizee 1::1nder the l&\%1& ef ane1:Aer state; anel 

24 lbl has eeFRpleteEI 2,ggg l=leu,s et euper,tisee 11,1erk eMperienee.in eRefflieal Eleponelenev ee1:1nseliRg 

25 in a otate app,evoe ehoFAieal depaASenoy treatment p,og,aFR, an interneRip 01:1per1t1isee 19y tAe eellege er 

26 1:1niveroit1f and OAElereea 81, 1 the ElapartMeAt, OF a &iMilar pre9raFf\ rooogRii!o& UREler t:Re laws a~ anetRer 

27 state. lA<ork eMperieAoe R-lt:1et inalt:1de eHperianoa in 12 eoro t1:1nafieA areas, inel1:1Eling sereening, intake, 

28 erientatien, aeseaaFRent, treatA1ant planning, in~it,i81:1ol ans gre1:1p eoynaeliAg, ease FRanagefflent, eriois 

29 interventian, elient e81:1eation, Feto,ral, ,aae,Elltaeping, &REI eanaultalian v.ti;tl:I etReF pFoteooienals in Fegaret 

30 ta elieRt tFeetFReRt BRd BEiFYieee A PERSON MAY APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION AS A CERTIFIED CHEMICAL 

~,n• ,-,,,.,atlve COllndl 
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1 DEPENDENCY COUNSELOR IF THE PERSON HAS: 

2 (Al (I) RECEIVED A BACCALAUREATE OR MASTERS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES, 

3 PSYCHOLOGY. SOCIOLOGY, SOCIAL WORK, COUNSELING, OR A RELATED FIELD FROM AN 

4 ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY: 

5 (II) RECEIVED AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES.CHEMICAL 

6 DEPENDENCY, OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION: OR 

7 (Ill) SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AT LEAST 1 YEAR OF FORMALIZED TRAINING IN CHEMICAL 

8 DEPENDENCY COUNSELING IN A PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR RECOGNIZED UNDER 

9 THE LAWS OF ANOTHER STATE: AND 

10 (Bl COMPLETED SUPERVISED WORK EXPERIENCE IN A STATE-APPROVED CHEMICAL 

11 DEPENDENCY TREATMENT PROGRAM DEFINED IN RULES UNDER 53-24-204, IN AN INTERNSHIP 

12 APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT, OR IN A SIMILAR PROGRAM RECOGNIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF 

13 ANOTHER ST ATE. 

14 ill The department FRD'f ev Fule SHALL require an applicant to successfully complete a competency 

15 examination PROCESS defined in rules adopted under 53-24-204. 

16 @(4) The department may provide by rule for certification without examination of a person 

1 7 certified under the laws of another state if the person meets the minimum eligibility requirements and 

18 competency standards for certification in Montana." 

19 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY KOTTEL 

HB0436.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHEMICAL 

5 DEPENDENCY COUNSELORS; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIREMENTS BY RULE; AND 

6 AMENDING SECTION 53-24-215, MCA." 

7 

B BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 53-24-215, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "53-24-215. Certification of chemical dependency counselors. (1 l The department shall grant 

12 certification to practice as a certified chemical dependency counselor to any person who sueeessftilly 

13 eeff'l13letee a 88FAl30teAey OMaFAiAatieA that FAUSt iAeluEle a WfitteA OMaFA, aA Ofal OMaFA, aAEI a FOYie'N of a 

14 ta13eEI ,.,.,efk saff'l13le, as meets the eligibility requirements and competency standards defined in rules adopted 

15 under 53-24-204. 

16 (2) A l38fSeA FAa1; a1313ly feF OOFtifieatiOA as a OOftifieEI eheffiieal E10130AEIOA0'1 OOUAGeleF if he: 

17 {al has: 

18 {ii Foeei¥eEI a eaeealauFeate ElegFee iA aleel=lel aAEI EIFtJ!l sttiElies, 13syel=lelegy, seeieleg·;, see1al weFIE, 

19 eouneoliAg, or a relateE1 fiol~ froffl an aeereeliteel eolloge or 1:1ni\1erei.,•; 

20 (ii~ roeeived aA aeeeeiate ef er-ta Se9ree in aleel=lel aRS Elrug studies, eRoFRieal Sepanelono1;, er 

21 s1e1botanee aB1.:1se Jrafft aA aeere&iled iA&titk:11:ioA; er 

22 {iii! eueeeeefull•t eoFA13leteEI at least 1 ·1eof ef feFFAalizeEI tFaiAiA!l iA eheFAieal Ele13eAeleAey ee1amseliA!! 

23 in a program ap13re¥oet e,,, 11=10 ~opartfflent er reeegnizeet 1:1ndor tl=le laws of aneil=ler state; anet 

24 (b~ Rae eoFApleteet 2,QOO Reurs ef euper\1ised •.verk e*perieneo in eAeFRieal elepeneJeno1; eeunseling 

25 in a state aJ:1pre 1a10& eheR=lieal Elepen&enoy treatR'lent f)rogFaFR, an intornehip Sbifl8P.«iseel B•r ~he eelle§e er 

26 t1ni,1ersit\1 anel en8ersee Sy t~e departR1ent, er a eiFRilar pregraFFt rooogAii!e& t:JREler tAe laws of aAetAer 

27 state. lJ.<orlt eHperioAoo FR~st inoh:1de eMperienoe in 12 oere fblnotieR areas, iRel1c1ding sereeniAg, iAtako, 

28 erient:afiien, aese&sFRent, treatFRent f)lenning, indiYid1c1al ane gre1c1p ee1:i1nseling, ease FRanageFRont, eriois 

29 intervon1ien, elient oS1c1eatioR, reierral, reeerdkeeping, anel eens1c1ltatien v,«itR etl=ler profossienals in regarel 

30 te elieAt tFeatFABAt aAij l!BF,iee5 A PERSON MAY APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION AS A CERTIFIED CHEMICAL 

~na Lql•tattv. COllndl 
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DEPENDENCY COUNSELOR IF THE PERSON HAS: 

2 (A) (I) RECEIVED A BACCALAUREATE OR MASTERS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES, 

3 PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, SOCIAL WORK, COUNSELING, OR A RELATED FIELD FROM AN 

4 ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY; 

5 (Ill RECEIVED AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG STUDIES.CHEMICAL 

6 DEPENDENCY. OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION; OR 

7 (11ll SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AT LEAST 1 YEAR OF FORMALIZED TRAINING IN CHEMICAL 

8 DEPENDENCY COUNSELING IN A PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR RECOGNIZED UNDER 

9 THE LAWS OF ANOTHER STATE; AND 

10 (8) COMPLETED SUPERVISED WORK EXPERIENCE IN A STATE-APPROVED CHEMICAL 

11 DEPENDENCY TREATMENT PROGRAM DEFINED IN RULES UNDER 53-24-204. IN AN INTERNSHIP 

12 APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT, OR IN A SIMILAR PROGRAM RECOGNIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF 

13 ANOTHER STATE. 

14 ill The department fflB { by F1:1le SHALL require an applicant to successfully complete a competency 

15 examination PROCESS defined in rules adopted under 53-24-204. 

16 @t(4I The department may provide by rule for certification without examination of a person 

17 certified under the laws of another state if the person meets the minimum eligibility requirements and 

18 competency standards for certification in Montana.• 

19 -END-
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