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/\/II ~BILLNO. 4-01 
INTRODUCED BYY#~'4fl(..,._,, _____ ==------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE TRUSTEES OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO 

5 REQUEST VOTER APPROVAL FOR NONMANDATED LEVY AMOUNTS FOR THE GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

6 RATHER THAN REQUEST VOTER APPROVAL FOR BUDGET AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 20-9-353, 

7 MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additional financing for general fund -- election for authorization to impose. 111 E1coer,t 

as limit ea by 20 9 <!08, the The trustees of a district may propose to adopt~ 

(a) a BASE budget amount tor the district general fund that exceeds the limitations or required 

budget increases provided in 20-9-308(2)/a); 

(bl an over-BASE budget amount for the district general fund that does not exceed the maximum 

general fund budget for the district or other limitations, as provided in 20-9-308(3); or 

ifl a general fund budget in excess of the maximum general fund budget amount for the districtL 

as provided in 20-9-308I4)/b). 

12) EJceer,t as provided in 20 Q J08I4)(b), when When the trustees of a district determine that an 

adeitional amount of financing is required from a district levy for the general fund budget that is in OlCOess 

of the maximum §oneral fund budget amount pursuant to subsection 11), other than from a levy required 

under the provisions of 20-9-331, 20-9-333, 20-9-360, and 20-9-366 through 20-9-369, the trustees shall 

submit the proposition to finance the excess amount of general fund financing to the electors who are 

qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon the proposition. The special election must be called and conducted 

in the manner prescribed by this title for school elections. The ballot for the election must state the amount 

of money to be financed, the approximate number of mills required to raise all or a portion of the money, 

and the purpose for which the money will be expended. The ballot must be in the following format: 

PROPOSITION 

Shall the eistriet be authorizes to 0>cr,end the sum of !state the amount to be e)(pcndeal o levy be 
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made in addition to tl1e school district levies mandated by law, in the number of mills as is necessary tQ 

2 raise the sum of (state the amount to be raised by a nonmandated tax levy), and berng a;Jproximately (give 

3 number) mills, tor the purpose of (insert tho purpose for which the additional financing is rnadcl QLQQ0.'.: 

4 maintenance and operation of the school programs of the district? 

5 II FOR budget authorit~· and any the levy. 

6 II AGAINST budget authority and any the levy. 

7 (3) If the electron on any additional financing for the general fund is approved by a majoritv vote 

8 of the electors voting at the election, the proposition carries and the trustees may use any portion or all of 

9 the authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund budget. The trustees shall certify a11y 

10 additional levy amount authorized by the special election on the budget form that is submitted to the courIty 

11 superintendent, and the county commissioners shall levy the authorized number of mills on the taxable 

12 value of all taxable property within the district, as prescribed in 20-9-141, to raise the amount of the 

13 additional levy. 

14 (4) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the provisions of this section is effective tor only 

15 school fiscal year and must be authorized by a special election conducted before August 1 of the school 

16 fiscal year for which it is effective. 

17 (5) If the trustees of a district are required to submit a proposition to finance a BASE budget 

18 amount, as provided rn 20-9-308(2)(b), ef an over-BASE budget amount, as provided 1n 

19 20-9-308~Ll.ll.fil, or an amount in excess of the maximum general fund budget amount for the district 

20 to the electors of the district, the trustees shall comply with the provisions of subsections 121 through (41." 

21 

22 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- applicability. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995, and 

23 applies to school district general fund budgets for the school fiscal year beginning July 1, 1996. 

24 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 431 

INTRODUCED BY SHEA 

HB0431.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT /\LL0\6/ING THE TRUSTEES OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO 

5 REOUeST VOTER AF!F!FWVAL FOR NONM.'\NE)/>,TED LEVY /\MOUNTS FOR Tl-IE GENERAL FU~m BUE)GET 

6 RATHER TI-IA~I REQUEST VOTER AFIFIROVAL FOR BUDGET AUTHORITY CLARIFYING THE PORTION OF 

7 A SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL FUND BUDGET THAT REQUIRES VOTER APPROVAL; AMENDING SECTION 

8 20-9-353, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "20-9-353. Additional financing for general fund --election for authorization to impose. ( 1) EJ<eept 

14 as liR'lited by 20 0 308, tl=le The trustees of a district may propose to adopt~ 

15 (a) a BUDGET AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount for the district general fund that exceeds 

16 IS WITHIN the limitations ef AND required budget increases provided in 20-9-308(2)f:at; 

17 (b) an over-BASE budget amount for the district general fund that does not exceed the maximum 

18 general fund budget for the distr,ct or other limitations, as provided in 20-9-308(3); or 

19 .l£l a general fund budget AMOUNT in excess of the maximum general fund budget amount for tl·e 

20 district, as provided in 20-9-308(4)@. 

21 12) Exsept as previded in 20 Q 308(411131, wl=len When the trustees of a district determine that ttfl 

22 A VOTED additional amount of financing is required freR'I a distrist le',"( for the general fund budget ~ 

23 is in exoess of tl=lo R'laximum general funs suelget amount eursuant te susseotion ( 1 l, etl=ler tl=lan from a le'iV 

24 required uneler the ersvisions of 20 Q 331, 20 Q 333, 20 Q 3e0, and 20 Q 3ee throual=I 20 9 3e9, the 

25 trustees shall submit the proposition to finance the excess ADDITIONAL amount of general fund financing 

26 to the electors who are qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon the proposition. The special election must 

27 be called and conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school elections. Thi:! ballot for the 

28 election must state the amount of money to be financed, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

29 all or a portion of the money, and the purpose for which the money will be expended. The ballot must be 

30 in the following format: 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

PROPOSITION 

Shall the elistFiet be autherizeel ta e)EJ'l0Rel the suFF1 ef (state the ameuRt te be eHf'leAeleel) a levy be 

maele iA aelelitieA te the seheel elistriet levies FAaAdateel b111 law, iR the Aumeer ef FAills as is AeeessaPf te 

raise the sum ef (state the aA9euAt te be raiseel by a AeRA90Aelated tax le•,ry) THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 

TO EXPEND THE SUM OF (STATE THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT TO BE EXPENDED), and being 

approximately {give number) mills, for the purpose of t+Asmt the IJUF!Jese fer whiel'l tl'le adelitioAal fiAaAoing 

is maele) areaer A'lainteAaAee aAel eaeratieA ef the seheol aroarams ef the elistriet (INSERT THE PURPOSE 

FOR WHICH THE ADDITIONAL FINANCING IS MADE)? 

[] 

[] 

FOR buelget autherit',' aAel OA'f Hte BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

AGAINST buelget autherity aAel any t-i=le BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

11 (3) If the election on any additional financing for the general fund is approved by a majority vote 

12 of the electors voting at the election, the proposition carries and the trustees may use any portion or all of 

13 the authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund budget. The trustees shall certify any 

14 additional levy amount authorized by the special election on the budget form that is submitted to the county 

15 superintendent, and the county commissioners shall levv the authorized number of mills on the taxable 

16 value of all taxable property within the district, as prescribed in 20-9-141, to raise the amount of the 

17 additional levy. 

18 {4) Authorization to levy an additional tax tlflEief the l')rovis:oAs ef this seetieA TO SUPPORT A 

19 BUDGET AMOUNT ADOPTED AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-30:9(4) is effective for only 1 school fiscal year af14 

20 FAust be autherileel b•; a~ 

21 (5) ALL LEVIES ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION MUST BE AUTHORIZED BY A special election 

22 conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year for which it is effective. 

23 ™ ifil If the trustees of a district are required to submit a proposition to finance a AN INCREASED 

24 AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount, as provided in 20-9-308(2)(b), ~ an INCREASED over-BASE 

25 budget amount, as provided in 20-9-308~ru.t.fil, or an amount in excess of the maximum general fund 

26 budget amount for the district AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-308(4) to the electors of the district, the trustees 

27 shall comply with the provisions of subsections (2) throu1~h (4)." 

28 

29 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- applic:ability. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995, and 

30 applies to school district general fund budgets for the school fiscal year beginning July 1, 1996. 

-END-

~ntana Leolslatlve Council 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 431 

2 INTRODUCED BY SHEA 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING Tl-IE TFHJSTEES OF A SGI-IOOL DISTRICT TO 

5 REQUEST VOTER ,<>,PPROV,C\l FOR ~IONMANDATED LEVY AMOU~ITS FOR Tl-IE GENERAL Fl.J~ID BUDGET 

6 RATMER TMAN REQUEST VOTER APPROVAL FOR BUQG6T Al.JTMORITY CLARIFYING THE PORTION OF 

7 A SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL FUND BUDGETTHAT REQUIRES VOTER APPROVAL; AMENDING SECTION 

8 20-9-353, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 3 "20-9-353. Additional financing for general fund -- election for authorization to impose. ( 1) E1rne1:it 

14 as limitea e•, 20 Q :ms, tl=le The trustees of a district may propose to adopt~ 

15 (a) a BUDGET AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount for the district general fund that elEeeeas 

16 IS WITHIN the limitations ef AND required budget increases provided in 20-9-308(2)&: 

17 (b) an over-BASE budget amount for the district general fund that does not exceed the maximum 

18 general fund budget for the district or other limitations, as provided in 20-9-308(3); or 

19 i£l. a general fund budget AMOUNT in excess of the maximum general fund budget amount for the 

20 district, as provided in 20-9-308(4)@. 

21 12) !;1Eeept as pro ·ieioei in 20 Q 308(41(bl, ,,.,.l=lon When the trustees of a district determine that aR 

22 A VOTED aeiaitional amount of financing is required frem a eistriet levy for the general fund budget ~ 

23 is in e11eess of tl=lo ma11imum general fune bueget amount sursuant te sueseetion ( 11, etRer tRan from a lev•r 

24 reauiree under tRe are visions of 20 Q 331. 20 9 333, 20 9 380, ane 20 Q 366 throuaR 20 Q 369, the 

25 trustees shall submit the proposition to finance the e11oess ADDITIONAL amount of general fund financing 

26 to the electors who are qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon the proposition. The special election must 

27 be called and conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school elections. The ballot for the 

28 election must state the amount of money to be financed, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

29 all or a portion of the money, and the purpose for which the money will be expended. The ballot must be 

30 in the following format: 

~!!!Jna Ler,lslatlve coundl 
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PROPOSITION 

2 Shall the distriet ee a1:1theri2ceel te eJtJleAel the s1:1FR ef !state the aFRe1:1At to ee O>EJleAeleell a leYy ee 

3 Rl □ ele in aelelitien ta the seheel elistriet le•,•ios FR □ nelateel e•, la•,,•, in the nwneer ef FRills as is neeessary te 

4 raise the s1:1R1 ef fstate tAe aR101:1nt te ee raiseel ey a nenA'lanelateel taJI 18\''f') THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 

5 TO EXPEND THE SUM OF (STATE THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT TO BE EXPENDED), and being 

6 approximately lgive numberl mills, for the purpose of (insert the 131:1rJ30se fer whieh the aelelitienal finanein§ 

7 is A'l □ elel proser FR □intenanee anel eseratien ef the seheol prearaA'ls ef the eliGHiet (INSERT THE PURPOSE 

8 FOR WHICH THE ADDITIONAL FINANCING IS MADE)? 

9 

10 

I l 

[] 

FOR e1:1el§et a1:1therity anel an1• tM BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

AGAINST e1:1el§et a1c1therity anel □A',' me BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

11 (3) If the election on any additional financing for the general fund is approved by a majority vote 

12 of the electors voting at the election, the proposition carries and the trustees may use any portion or all of 

13 the authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund budget. The trustees shall certify any 

14 additional levy amount authorized by the special election on the budget form that is submitted to the county 

1 5 superintendent, and the county commissioners shall levy the authorized number of mills on the taxable 

16 value of all taxable property within the district, as prescribed in 20-9-141, to raise the amount of the 

17 additional levy. 

18 (4) Authorization to levy an additional tax 1c1nelor the 13re,1ioiens of this seetien TO SUPPORT A 

19 BUDGET AMOUNT ADOPTED AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-308(4) is effective for only 1 school fiscal year aRe 

20 FR1c1st ee a1c1theri2ceel B\' a. 

21 (5) ALL LEVIES ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION MUST BE AUTHORIZED BY A special election 

22 conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year for which it is effective. 

23 +e+ 1fil If the trustees of a district are required to submit a proposition to finance a AN INCREASED 

24 AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount, as provided in 20-9-308(2)(bl, 9f an INCREASED over-BASE 

25 budget amount, as provided in 20-9-308+3l-AA.lfil.im, or an amount in excess of the maximum general fund 

26 budget amount for the district AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-308(4) to the electors of the district, the trustees 

27 shall comply with the provisions of subsections (2) through (4)." 

28 

29 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date -- applicability. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995, and 

30 applies to school district general fund budgets for the school fiscal year beginning July 1, 1996. 

-END-

~n• Ler,lslatlve coundl 
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3 

HOUSE BILL NO. 431 

INTRODUCED BY SHEA 

HB0431.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWiNG THE TRUSTEES Qi; ti SCI-IOOL DISTRICT TO 

5 REQUEST VOHR APPROVAL FOR NONMANDAHD tE\.'Y AMG-\Jf'HS FOR Tl-IE GE~lERAL FUNEi 9U9GET 

6 AATl-iEJ;l Ti-i,t\N FiEQUEST VOTER APfl):!QVAL FOR BUDGET AUTl-iOfm:¥ CLARIFYING THE PORTION 0~ 

7 A SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL FU['l!D BUDGET THAT REQUIRES VOTER APPROVAL; AMENDING SECTION 

8 20-9-353, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THI: STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 3 "20-9-353. Additional financing for general fund -- election for authorization to impose. ( 1 l ~ 

14 as limitea l!y 20 9 3G8, tRe The trustees of a district may propose to adopt~ 

15 (al a BUDGET AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount for the district general fund that eMeeeas 

16 IS WITHIN the limitations ei: AND ;eguired budget increases provided in 20-9-308(2lfet; 

1 7 (bl an over-BASE budget amount for the district general fund that does not exceed the maximum 

18 general fund budget for the district or other limitations, as provided in 20-9-308(3l; or 

19 i£l. a general fund budget AMOUNT in excess of the maximum general fund budget amount for the 

20 district, as provided in 20-9-308(41@. 

21 (2) l!!Mee,n as p~o~•iEleEI iR 20 9 39814)11!), wl:leR When the trustees of a district determine that ai:1 

22 A VOTED aElai~ieRal amount of financing is required ~Fem a diSlFiet leY't' for the general fund budget tl=latc 

23 is IA e11eess ef tRe FAa11iFAuR1 general iuAd lllddget aR1ei;Flf eureuaAt te sldllseetieR (1). ether thaR fFeR'l a le 1,c:r: 

24 ~ea UAEler tRe BF8 1iiSi8R8 ef 2G 9 <i31, 29 A ???, 10 A 360, aREl 20 0 366 tRFeUEJR 2G 9 d60, the 

25 trustees shall submit the proposition to finance the - ADDITIONAL amount of general fund financing 

26 to the electors who are qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon the proposition. The special election must 

27 be called and conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school elections. The ballot for the 

28 election must state the amount of money to be financed, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

29 all or a portion of the money, and the purpose for which the money will be expended. The ballot must be 

30 in the fellowing format: 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

PROPOSITION 

Shall tho disHiet BO authorized to Ol!J30Ad tho sum et !state the aFA0UAt te BO 0>EJ30Adedl a lo"''!' BO 

FAade iA additioA te tho seheol aistriet leYies FAaRdatea B'( law, iA tho RUFAl:lor of FAills as is Reeessary to 

raise tho suFA of !state tJ:io aFAOURt to l:le raises av a R0Afl'1aAdatea ta11 le¥1{) THE DISTRICT BE AUTHORIZED 

TO EXPEND THE SUM OF (STATE THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT TO BE EXPENDED). and being 

approximately (give number) mills, for the purpose of tlf1'sort tho iiur,rnse for 111:!iel=I tl=le additioRal fiRaAeiRg 

is FAaaol proper FAaiRtoAaRoo aAd eperatioR of the sel=loe1I proaraFAs of tl=le distriet (INSERT THE PURPOSE 

FOR WHICH THE ADDITIONAL FINANCING IS MADEi? 

[] 

[] 

FOR euegot autl=lorit',' aAa aA't' tAe BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

AGAINST euaget autl=lority aAd aAy ~ BUDGET AUTHORITY AND ANY levy. 

11 (3) If the election on any additional financing for the general fund is approved by a majority vote 

1 2 of tho electors voting at the election, the proposition carries and the trustees may use any portion or all of 

13 the authorized amount in adopting the preliminary gen,aral fund budget. The trustees shall certify any 

14 additional levy amount authorized by the special election on the budget form that is submitted to the county 

15 superintendent, and the county commissioners shall levy the authorized number of mills on the taxable 

16 value of all taxable property within the district, as prei;cribed in 20-9-141, to raise the amount of the 

17 additional levy. 

18 (4) Authorization to levy an additional tax tfflEHl1r tl=le iire·,isioAo of tl:lio seetieA TO SUPPORT A 

19 BUDGET AMOUNT ADOPTED AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-308(41 is effective for only 1 school fiscal year afWel 

20 FFtt:tet be aufhoFized b•,1 a~ 

21 15) ALL LEVIES ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION MUST BE AUTHORIZED BY A special election 

22 conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year for which it is effective. 

23 fet ifil If the trustees of a district are required to :;ubmit a proposition to finance a AN INCREASED 

24 AMOUNT UP TO THE BASE budget amount, as provided in 20-9-3O8(2)(bl, * an INCREASED over-BASE 

25 budget amount, as provided in 20-9-3O~Qllfil. or an amount in excess of the maximum general fund 

26 budget amount for the district AS ALLOWED BY 20-9-308!4) to the electors of the district, the trustees 

27 shall comply with the provisions of subsections (2) throL1gh (41." 

28 

29 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective data -- appUcability. [This act) is effective July 1, 1995, and 

30 applies to school district general fund budgets for the scl,ool fiscal year beginning July 1 , 1996. 

-END-
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