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\.\ou~~ BILL NO. d-~l\ 
INTRODUCED BY __:.,t1.~,~'r,~,£~• ~......_~==~~---------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE PRIMARY ELECTION FOR NONPARTISAN 

5 MUNICIPAL OFFICES PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION-MANAGER FORM OF 

6 GOVERNMENT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-14-115 AND 13-14-117, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

10 Section 1. Section 13-14-115, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "13-14-11 5. Preparation and distribution of nonpartisan primary ballots -- determination on 

12 conducting a primary. ( 1) The election administrators shall arrange, prepare, and distribute primary ballots 

13 for nonpartisan offices, designated "nonpartisan primary ballots". They shall The ballots must be arranged 

14 as other primary ballots and be without political designation. 

15 (2) The number of nonpartisan primary ballots and sample ballots furnished SAaU must be the same 

16 as other primary ballots. 

17 (3) (a) The election administrator of a political subdivision may determine that a primary need not 

18 be held if: 

19 (i) the number of candidates for an office exceeds twice the number to be elected to that office 

20 in no more than one-half of the offices on the ballot; and 

21 (iii the number of candidates in excess of twice the number to be elected is not more than one for 

22 any office on the ballot. 

23 (b) If the election administrator determines that a primary election need not be held pursuant 

24 to subsection (3l(a), he FAl,JSt the administrator shall give notice to the governing body that no primary 

25 election will be held. 

26 (4) +!:le Except as provided in subsection (5), the governing body may require that a primary 

27 election be held if it passes a resolution not more than 10 days after the close of filing by candidates for 

28 election, stating that a primary election SflaU must be held. 

29 (5) A primary election may not be held for any office of a municipality organized under Title 7, 

30 chapter 3, part 43." 

~!!J1na Legislative Coundt 
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Section 2. Section 13-14-117, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "13-14-117. Placing names on ballots for general election. ill GaRelielates Except as provided in 

3 subsection I 2), candidates for nomination equal to twice the number to be elected at the general election 

4 who receive the highest number of votes cast at the primary are the nominees for the office. If the number 

5 of candidates is not more than twice the number to be elected, then all candidates are nominees for the 

6 office. 

7 12) All candidates who file for an office in a municipality organized under Title 7, chapter 3, part 

8 43, are nominees for the office." 

9 -END-

~na Ler,lslatlve council 
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0284, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act eliminating the primary election for nonpartisan municipal offices provided for under 
the municipal commission-manager from of government. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This bill has no fiscal impact on state government. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 

This bill appears to have little effect on county or local government revenues or 
expenditures. However, smaller jurisdictions may experience some reduction in the costs of 
administering elections. 

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note for HB0284. as introduced 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 284 

INTRODUCED BY TROPILA 

HB0284.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
STATE ADMINISTRATION 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATl~lG THE PRIMl'.RY ELECTION FOR ~lONPARTISMl 

5 MU~JICIPAL OFFICES PROVIDED FOR u~rnER THE MU~HCIPAL GOMMISSIO~j Ml'.N/\GER FORM OF 

6 GOVERNME~H RAISING THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES NECESSARY BEFORE AN ELECTION 

7 ADMINISTRATOR IS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT A PRIMARY ELECTION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

8 13-14-115 AND 13-14-117, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 

12 Section 1. Section 13-14-115, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "13-14-11 5. Preparation and distribution of nonpartisan primary ballots -- determination on 

14 conducting a primary. ( 1) The election administrators shall arrange, prepare, and distribute primary ballots 

15 for nonpartisan offices, designated "nonpartisan primary ballots". Tl=iey sl=iall The ballots must be arranged 

16 as other primary ballots and be without political designation. 

17 (2) The number of nonpartisan primary ballots and sample ballots furnished s-Ral-1 must be the same 

18 as other primary ballots. 

19 (3) (a) The election administrator of a political subdivision may determine that a primary need not 

20 be held if: 

21 Ii) the number of candidates for an office exceeds twiee THREE TIMES the number to be elected 

22 to that office in no more than one-half of the offices on the ballot; and 

23 (ii) the number of candidates in excess of twiee THREE TIMES the number to be elected is not more 

24 than one for any office on the ballot. 

25 (b) If the election administrator determines that a primary election need not be held pursuant 

26 to subsection (3)(a), l=ie R'ltJSt the administrator shall give notice to the governing body that no primary 

27 election will be held. 

28 14) +fie Exeeat as arevided in st113seetien (el, tl=ie THE governing body may require that a primary 

29 election be held if it passes a resolution not more than 10 days after the close of filing by candidates for 

30 election, stating that a primary election s-Ral-1 must be held. 

~na Ler,lslattve councll 
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(B) /\ eriA'lary eleetien A'lay net ee hela for any effioe ef a A'lunioiealiW ergani2'ea unaer Title 7, 

2 el=iaeter 3, eart 4 3." 

3 

4 Section 2. Section 13-14-11 7, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "13-14-117. Placing names on ballots for general election. ill Ganaiaatos Except as provided in 

6 subsection (2), candidates for nomination equal to twice the number to be elected at the general election 

7 who receive the highest number of votes cast at the primary are the nominees for the office. If the number 

8 of candidates is not more than twice the number to be elected, then all candidates are nominees for the 

9 office. 

1 O 12) /\II eanaiaates whe file fer an effioe in a A'lunieieality erqani2'ea unaer Title 7, ehaetor 3, eart 

11 4-a. IF, PURSUANT TO 13-14-115(3), A PRIMARY ELECTION IS NOT HELD. THEN ALL CANDIDATES WHO 

12 FILED FOR AN OFFICE are nominees for the office." 

13 -END-

~na Legislative council 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 284 

INTRODUCED BY TROPILA 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT iblMIN,O.Tl~JG THi FIRIMARY ibEGTION FOR ~JO~JPARTISAM 

5 MUNIGIP/\b OFFIGiS PROV19iD FOR bl~lDiR THi MU~JIGIFl/\b COMMISSION M/\~JAGiR FORM OF 

6 GOIJ'.iRMMi~JT RAISING THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES NECESSARY BEFORE AN ELECTION 

7 ADMINISTRATOR IS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT A PRIMARY ELECTION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

8 13-14-115 AND 13-14-117, MCA." 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-14-115, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-14-115. Preparation and distribution of nonpartisan primary ballots -- determination on 

conducting a primary. (1 I The election administrators shall arrange, prepare, and distribute primary ballots 

for nonpartisan offices, designated "nonpartisan primary ballots". TAO'( &Rall The ballots must be arranged 

as other primary ballots and be without political designation. 

(21 The number of nonpartisan primary ballots and sample ballots furnistied ~ must be the same 

as other primary ballots. 

(31 (a) The election administrator of a political subdivision may determine that a primary need not 

be held if: 

(i) the number of candidates for an office exceeds~ THREE TIMES the number to be elected 

to that office in no more than one-half of the offices on the ballot; and 

(ii) the number of candidates in excess of~ THREE TIMES the number to be elected is not more 

than one for any office on the ballot. 

(bl If the election administrator determines that a primary election need not be held pursuant 

to subsection (3)(a), Ao FRl:lot the administrator shall give notice to the governing body that no primary 

election will be held. 

(41 ~ iMooet as ereYieee in 111:1beeotien Uil. tAo THE governing body may require that a primary 

election be held if it passes a resolution not more than 10 days after the close of filing by candidates for 

election, stating that a primary election 5AeU must be held. 

~!!!Jnll Ltlfl/Slatllfll CounCII 
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1 {el A aFifflary eleotioR ffla•r AOt ee l=teld fer aAY offiso ef a fflt1AioieaMy OF!jaAii!oa 1:1Aaer Title 7, 

2 Sl=tagtBF <Ir eart 1 a." 

3 

4 Section 2. Section 13-14-117, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "13-14-117. Placing names on ballots for general election. ill CaAaiaateo Except as provided in 

6 subsection (2), candidates for nomination equal to twice the number to be elected at the general election 

7 who receive the highest number of votes cast at the primary are the nominees for the office. If the number 

8 of candidates is not more than twice the number to be elected, then all candidates. are nominees for the 

9 office. 

10 121 All oaAaiaatas •rvl=te file for aR ernae iA a ffit1Riaieality ar!jaRii!ea uREler Title 7. el=taeter a. aart 

11 ~IF, PURSUANT TO 13-14-115{3), A PRIMARY ELECTION IS NOT HELD. THEN ALL CANDIDATES WHO 

12 FILED FOR AN OFFICE are nominees for the office." 

13 -END-

/&,,n• Lff/Sl8tlv. count:11 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 284 

INTRODUCED BY TROPILA 

HB0284.02 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT l!blMl~IATl~IG TM!! PRIMARY l!bECTlml FOR ~IO~lflARTISAN 

5 MUNIClflAb OFFICES flROVIQEQ FOR u~ml!R Tl-IE MU~IIGIPAb COMMISSION MA~IAGl!R i;:oRM or; 

6 GOVEf,UIMENT RAISING THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES NECESSARY BEFORE AN ELECTION 

7 ADMINISTRATOR IS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT A PRIMARY ELECTION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

8 13-14-115 AND 13-14-117, MCA." 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1 1 

1 2 Section 1 . Section 13-14-115, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "13-14-115. Preparation and distribution of nonpartisan primary ballots -- determination on 

14 conducting a primary. ( 11 The election administrators shall arrange, prepare, and distribute primary ballots 

15 for nonpartisan offices, designated "nonpartisan primary ballots". Thev shall The ballots must be arranged 

16 as other primary ballots and be without political designation. 

17 (21 The number of nonpartisan primary ballots and sample ballots furnistied ~ must be the same 

1 8 as other primary ballots. 

19 (31 (al The election administrator of a political subdivision may determine that a primary need not 

20 be held if: 

21 (i) the number of candidates for an office exceeds~ THREE TIMES the number to be elected 

22 to that office in no more than one-half of the offices on the ballot; and 

23 (ii) the number of candidates in excess of~ THREE TIMES the number to be elected is not more 

24 than one for any office on the ballot. 

25 (b) If the election administrator determines that a primary election need not be held pursuant 

26 to subsection (3)(a), he FAuet the administrator shall give notice to the governing body that no primary 

27 election will be held. 

28 (4) TAe eMeeet as BF8\1iEleEI iR sueaaetieR (!iii. the THE governing body may require that a primary 

29 election be held if it passes a resolution not more than 10 days after the close of filing by candidates for 

30 election, stating that a primary election 6ftell must be held. 
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(6) A 9FiFRary olee:tioA A=taa,• Rat ~e Role for aAy eUiee ef a FAunieieality orgaRii!oS uA8er Title 7, 

elalaeter 3, eart 1d." 

4 Section 2. Section 13-14-11 7, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "13-14-117. Placing names on ballots for general election. ill CaAeiaatos Except as provided in 

6 subsection (2), candidates for nomination equal to twice the number to be elected at the general election 

7 who receive the highest number of votes cast at the primary are the nominees for the office. If the number 

8 of candidates is not more than twice the number to be elected, then all candidates. are nominees for the 

9 office. 

1 O (~) All eanelide~oe ,,,Ro tile fer aA oftiee in a R1t::tniei9ality eraanizea t::tnBor Ti~le 7, ohaetor a, eart 

11 ~ IF, PURSUANT TO 13-14-115(3!. A PRIMARY ELECTION IS NOT HELD, THEN ALL CANDIDATES WHO 

12 FILED FOR AN OFFICE are nominees for the office." 

13 -END-

~"'!9"• Ler,IS1atlt1• coundl 
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