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\-:boc;,q BILL NO. ,'.;l'B3 
INTRODUCED BY _J~~. ,;t!~~t1~,~z.~=~~~~':;.;:..:...~ _____________ _ 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT TO ROTATE NAMES ON 

5 BALLOTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 13-12-205, MCA." 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 
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Section 1. Section 13-12-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-12-205. Arrangement of names FBtatieR BR eallet. ffi The candidates' names SRall must be 

arranged alphabetically on the ballot according to surnames under the title of the respective offices. 

(2) (a) E)(oept as pro•;ided in subseotioR (<I), if two or more indi~·iduals are candidates for 

nomination or olootion to tl=lo same offioe, tl=lo olootion administrator sl=lall divide tl=lo ballot forms into sots 

equal in numl:lor ts tho greatest nurnbor ef oandidatos for any sffieo. Tl=ls eandidatos for nomination ts an 

oHioo by oaol=l politioal party shall be oonsidered separatol'J' in determining tl=lo nun,bor ef sots noeossar,· 

for a prin,ary oleotion. 

113) Tl=lo eleetion adn,inistratsr shall begin v,•ith a form arranged al131=labotioally and rotate so tl=lat 

oaeh eanaidato's naFAo will l:le at tl=lo te19 of tl=le list for oael=l effiee en substantiall•,· an Of!ual nuFAbor of 

ballets. If it is net nurnerieally 13essiblo te 13laeo oaeh eandidato's name at tl=lo to13 of tl=lo list, tl=lo names sl=lall 

130 rotated in 1:1rou13s se tl=lat eael=l eandidato' s name is as near tho tap of the list as 13essible on sul:lstantially 

an equal nurnl:ler et 13allats. 

le) If tl=lo oeunty oontains mare tl=lan BAO logielatiYe distriot, tho oloetion administrater may rotate 

oael=l oanaiaato's nan,o se that it ,...,ill be at er near tl=lo t019 at tl=lo list for oaeh affiee en substantially an 

equal numl:lor at ballots in eaeh heuso elistriet. 

(d) Far 19ur130sos of rotatien, tho effieos ef 13rosident ans Yieo 19rnsiaont and et geYorner and 

liouMnant governar shall be eensidorod as a grou13. 

(o) Ne n,ero tl=lan one of tl=lo sets n,ay be used in 19rinting tho ballot for uso in any one preeinet, and 

all ballets furnisl=led fer use in aR}' 19rooinet must l:le idontieal. 

(31 In a 19roeinot ,,.,.hero veting doYioes are used, tho eleetien adrninistrater need not rotate 

oandidatos' names as pro•,ridod in subsootion 12) an 19aper ballets requirod under 1 a 17 30e; l=lewo•,rer, if 
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A'IOFe thaA e %, of the eleetors \1etiA!:J iA the 13reeinet in the last 13reeedin€J €Jeneral eleetien voted usin€J 13a13er 

ballots, the eleetioA adfl'linistFater shall rntate eandidates' nafl'les OR tho 19a19er ballets. If the eandidates' 

nafl'loS are net rntatod, the eloetion adfl'linistrator shall detorfl'line By lot the arran€Jefl'lent of the nafl'les en 

the pa19or Ballot." 

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 

Fiscal Note for HB0283, as introduced 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act eliminating the requirement to rotate names on ballots. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This bill has no fiscal impact on state government. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 

This bill appears to have little effect on county or local government revenues or 
expenditures. However, some counties may experience a reduction in printer set up costs for 
the printing of election ballots. 

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR JOE TROPILA, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Note for HB0283. as introduced 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 283 

INTRODUCED BY TROPILA, ELLIS 

HB0283.02 
APPROVED BY COM ON 
STATE ADMINISTRATION 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT TO ROTATE NAMES ON 

5 BALLOTS; PROVIDING THAT NAMES BE ARRANGED RANDOMLY AS DETERMINED BY A PUBLIC LOT· 

6 AND AMENDING SECTION 13-12-205, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-12-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 

10 

11 "13-12-205. Arrangement of names Fotation on l:lallot. +-B The candidates' names Sf\aH must be 

12 arranged al13hal=Jetieally on the ballot aeeoraing to surnames under the title of the respective offices AND 

13 IN A RANDOM ORDER AS DETERMINED BY THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR. THE ELECTION 

14 ADMINISTRATOR SHALL DETERMINE THIS ORDER BY A RANDOM LOT SELECTION CONDUCTED BY THE 

15 COUNTY'S GOVERNING BODY. THE LOT SELECTION MUST BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

16 (2) (al EJ< □ ef3t as f3FO't'iaea in sul=Jseetion (.ll, if two or moro inaiviauals are eanaiaates ler 

17 nomination or election to the samo oiiiee, tho election aaministrator shall aiviae the 13allet forms into sets 

18 eEtual in nuFRl3er to the greatest nuFRl3er el sanaidates for any office. The candidates for noFRination to an 

19 office 13y eaeh 13olitieal 13arty shall 130 considered se13arately in aeterFRining the numl3er ol sets neeessar~• 

20 for a 13riFRaP,' election. 

21 1131 The eleetien administrator shall 13egin with a form arranged alphal3etieall·f and rotate so that 

22 eaeh eanaiaate's name will 13e at the to13 of the list for eaeh oifiee on susstantially an eEjual nuFRl3er ef 

23 13allots. If it is net numerically 13ossil=Jle to 13laee eaeh candidate's name at the top of the list, the naFAes shall 

24 13e rotates in grou13s so that eaeh eandiaate's name is as near the top of the list as possil3Ie en susstantially 

25 an OEtUal nuFAl3er of 13allets. 

26 (el If tho oounty eentains FAere than ene legislative distriet, the elestien aaministrator may rotate 

27 eaeh eandidate's name so that it will 130 at er near the top el the list for eaeh effiee en susstantially an 

28 eEtual nuFAl3er el 13allets in eaeh heuse distriet. 

29 (Ell J;er 13ur130ses of rotation, the offices ef presiaent ans viee 13resiaent ans el governor and 

30 lieutenant ge\'ernor shall l=Je eensiElered as a gret:ip. 
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(e} ~Jo more tl=iaR oRe of tl=ie sets ma~· be 1:1sed iR pFiRtiRg tl=ie ballet for 1:1se iR aRy oRe preeiRet, aRd 

all 13allets f1:1misl=ied for use iR aR•; preeiRet 1;111:1st 130 ideRtieal. 

(3} In a presinet wl=iere vetiRg de•;iees oFe 1:1sed, tl=ie eleetioR odmiRistroter Reed net rntate 

eaRdidates' names as provided in subsestion (2) on papeF 13ollots reeiuired under 1 a 17 aos; l=io·,..,ever, if 

mere tl=iaR s 9(, ef tl=ie eleetors voting in tRe preeiRst in tl=ie last preoeding general oleetioR voted using paper 

ballots, tl=ie eleetioR odmiRistrater sl=ioll rotate eoRdidotos' Romes OR tl=ie paper ballets. If tl=ie eoRdidotes' 

Romes ore Rot rotated, tl=ie eleetion odmiRistrater sl=ioll determine by let ticie arrangement of tl=ie Romes OR 

tl=ie paper 13ollet." 

-END-

~na Leg/stative council 
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