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5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS PERTAINING TO DRIVER
6  LICENSING AND EXAMINATION; CLARIFYING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FCR DRIVER LICENSING;
7  CREATING A COOPERATIVE DRIVER TESTING PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTION WITH A STATE-APPROVED
8  HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC EDUCATION COURSE; EXTENDING THE TERM OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE IN
9  CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF DRIVING RECORDS;
10 ELIMINATING MAIL RENEWALS AND PROFILE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR MINORS; ADJUSTING THE
" DISPOSITION OF LICENSE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-5-105b, 61-5-106, 61-5-107, 61-5-110,
12 61-5-111, AND 61-5-121, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE.”
13

14  BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

15
16 Section 1. Section 61-5-105, MCA, is amended to read:
17 "61-5-105. Who may not be licensed. The department sha# may not issue any a license hereunder

18  under this chapter to a#y a persan:

19 (1) who is under the-age-of 16 years—with-these-exeeptions of age ynless:

20 (a) Fhe-department-rmay-issue-a-drivers-Heense-te-a the person whe is at least 15 vears of age i
21 ha and has passed a driver's education course approved by the 'department and the superintendent of public
22 instruction:; gr

23 {b) Fhe-departmentmay-issue-a-rostroted-licensoteany the person whe is at least 13 years of age
24  and, because of individuai hardship, to be determined by the department, needs a restricted license;

25 (2) whose license has—been or driving privilege is currently suspended during-the-suspensien; ar
26  te-anyperson-whose-license-has-been revoked—exceptasprovidedin-61-5-208 in this or any state;

27 (3) Who is an-habitda-drarkard—eris addicted to the use of alcohol or narcotic drugs;

28 {(4) who has previously been adjudged to be afflicted with or suffering from any mental disability

29 or disease and who,__at the time of application, has not atthe—time—ef-appleation been restored to

30 campetency by the methods provided by law;
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(5) who is required by this chapter to take an examination—urless—the—perseor—shall-have

{6) who is has not deposited proof of financial responsibility when required under the provisions

who-has nret-deposied-such-proef chapter 6 of this title; or

(7) who is-seHernrgfrem-any-form-of-epileptic typeseizuros-orsimilardiserders has any condition

characterized by lapse of consciousness or control, either temporary or prelonged, whish that is or may

hecome chronic—previded—that. However, the department may in its discretion issue a license to & an

otherwise qualified person sutfering from epieptic-type-seizures-ersimitardisordercharacterized-bylapse

the afflicied perser—ecan-show-throeugh-a—written—+epertiromhis person’s attending physician attests in
Writingthathe—has—ﬁ exporianced-ar-epileptis Bo-SeiRHe—-o aHar-disarde haracterzed-b 3P56-6

physieiar the persgn’s condition has stabilized and would not be likely to interfere with that person’s ability

to operate a motor vehicle safely.”

Section 2. Section 61-5-106, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-106. Instruction and permits -- traffic education learner licenses and permits and -- temporary

licenses. {1} A The department may issue an instructign_permit to a person satisfying the age requirements

specified in 61-5-105(1) A

diseretion: after the applicant has successfully passed al-parts—of-the-examination-otherthantho-driving
test—-iscuo-to-tho-appheantan the knowledge test and the vision examination as provided in 61-5-110, An
instruction permit that entitles the appheant permittee, while havirg-the-permit in the-appheant's immediate

possession of the permit and accompanied by a licensed driver seated beside the permittee, to drive a motor

vehicle upon the public highways for a period of 6 months wheraceompanied-by-aticonsed-deiverwhe-is
ecoupyhga-seat-beside-the-driver from the date the fees required in 61-56-111 are paid.

(2) iradditier—the The department may issue an-Hhsteustion-paemit a_traffic education learner

license 10 any person who is at least 14% vyears of age and who has successfully completed or is

successfully participating in a traffic education course approved by the department and the superintendent

of public instruction.

e A traffic
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education learner license entitles the licensee 10 operate a motor vehicle only when accompanied by an

approved instructor or licensed parent or quardian and may be further restricted to specific times or areas.

+24+(3) (a}

a traffic education program approved by the department and by the superintendent of public instruction may

ton An instructor of

issue a traffic education permit that is effective for a schoal yvear or more restricted period to an applicant

who is enrclled in a traffic education program approved by the department everthough-the-applicanthas
not+eached-thelogalage-to-bo-eligible for-a-driverslicense and who meets the age requirements specified
in_20-7-503. t-ent ; * i '

{b) _When in immediate possession of the traffic education permit, te the permittee may operate

enky on a designated highway or within a designated area:

{i} a motor vehicle ealy when an approved instructor is eeeupying—a——seat seated beside the
permittee; or

(i) a motorcycle or quadricycle erlky when under the immediate and proximate superviéion of an
approved instructor.

{31(4) The department may in its discretion issue a temparary driver’s permit to an applicant for
a driver’s license permitting the applicant to operate a motor vehicie while the department is completing
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right to receive a driver’s license.

The temporary driver's permit must be in the permittee’s immediate possession while operating a motor

vehicle, and it is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for good cause has been refused.

44{5) The department may in its discretion issue a temporary commercial driver’s license to an
applicant permitting the applicant to operate a commercial motor vehicle while the department is compieting
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right to receive a commercial
driver’s license. The temporary license must be in the applicant’s immediate passession while operating a
commercial_ motor vehicle and is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for good cause has

been refused.”

Section 3. Section 61-5-107, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-5-107. Application for license, instruction permit, or motorcycle endorsement. (1) Every Each
application for an instruction permit, driver’s license, or motorcycle endorsement must be made upon a form

furnished by the department. A motorcycle endorsement is required for the operation of a guadricycle.

-3-
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Every Each application must be accompanied by the proper fee, and payment of the fee entitles the
applicant to not more than three attempts to pass the examination within a period of 6 manths from the
date of application. A voter registration form for mail registration as prescribed by the secretary of state
must be attached to each driver’s license application. I the applicant wishes to register to vote, the
department shall accept the registration and forward the form to the election administrator.

(2) Ewvery Each application must state the full name, date of birth, sex, and residence address of
the applicant, must briefly describe the applicant, and must state whether:

{a) the applicant has previously been licensed as a driver or commercial vehicle operator, and, if
50, ‘when and by what state or country—and-whether;

(b} any commercial operator license has ever been suspended or revoked;; or whether

{¢) an application has ever been refused, and, it so, the date of and reason for suspension,
revocation, or refusal.

(3) Wherever When application is received from an applicant previously licensed by apy—ether
another jurisdiction, the department shall request a copy of the applicant’s driving record from the previous

licensing jurisdiction. The driving record may be transmitted manually or by electronic medium. When

received, the driving records become a part of the driver’s record in this state with the same force and

effect as though entered on the driver’s record in this state in the originat instance."

Section 4. Section 61-5-110, MCA,, is amended to read:

"61-5-110. Examination of applicants -- cooperative driver testing programs. {1} The department

shall examine every applicant for a driver's license or matorcycle endorsement, except as otherwise

provided in this section. The examination must include a test of the applicant’s eyesight, a knowledge test

examining the applicant’s ability to read and understand highway signs regulating—warring—and-directing
tratfie; and the applicant’s knowledge of the traffic laws of this state, and must-inelnde—an—actual

dermenstratiorn—of a road test demenstrating the applicant’s ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable

cantrol in the aperation of a motor vehicle, quadricycle, or motorcycle. The examination for the commercial

driver’'s license may include additional items. The knawledge test or road test, or both, may be waived by

the department upon certification of the applicant’s successful completion of the test by a certified

cooperative driver testing program, as provided in subsection (2),

(2] The department is authorized to certify as a cooperative driver testing program any

f\ (Mantana Legisiative Council
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state-approved high school traffic education course offered by or in cooperation with a schoel district that

employs an approved instructor who has current endorsement from the superintendent of public instruction

as a teacher of traffic education and who agrees to:

{a} administer standardized knowledge and road tests required by the department to students

participating in the district’s high school traffic education courses:

(b} certify the test results to the department; and

{c) comply with requlations of the department and the superintendent of public instruction.

£4(3) Within 90 days of receipt of an application for a commercial driver’s license, the department
shall give an examination to the applicant in the county where the applicant resides.

{344) Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident who has a valid driver's license issued by
another state may surrender that license for a Montana license of the same class, type, and endorsement

upon payment of the reqguired fees, successfyl completion of a vision examination, and, if requested by the
examiner, completion of either the knowledge test or road test, or both. A-resideni-who-obtains-a-Mortara

the-case-of-commercial-drivers: In addition, a resident surrendering a commercial driver’'s iicense issued by

another state shall successfully complete any examination required by federal regulations before being

issued a commercial driver’s license by the department.”

Section 5. Section 61-5-111, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-111. Renewals, expirations, and fees for licenses, permits, and endorsements -- notice of
expiration. {1) fhe department may appoint county treasurers and other qualified officers to act as its
agents for the sale of driver's licenses receipts and shall make necessary rules governing sales. In these
areas wheere in which the department provides driver licensing services 3 days or more a week, the

department is responsible for sale of receipts and may, in its discretion, #et appoint an agent to sell

receipts. The department, upon receipt of payment of the fees specified in this section, shall issue a driver’s
license to every each qualifying applicant. The license must contain a full-face photograph of the licensee
in the size and form prescribed by the department—exeept-as-providedin-subsestion{4}; a distinguishing
number issued to the licensee; the full name, date of birth, sesidence Montana mailing address, and a brief

description of the licensee; and either a-faesimie-ef-the-sigrature-ofthe-licensee-ora-spaceupen—which
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thelicensee-shal-write the licensee’s signature i-per-and-inkimmediately-upen+teceipt-of-the-ticense or

a digital reproduction of the licensee's signature. A license is not valid until it is signed by the licensee.

(2) {a) The When a person applies for renewal of a driver’s license, the department shall-wherany

person-appliesin-person-forrenewalof-a-driver's-lieense; test the applicant’s eyesight and may-alse, in the

department's discretion,_may have the applicant demenstrate complete a road test demonstrating the

applicant's physieal ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable care in the operation of a
motor vehicle.

(b) In the case of a commercial driver’s license, the department may also require that the applicant
successfully complete a written examination as required by federal regulations.

(c) A person is considered to have applied for renewal of a Montana driver's license if the

application is made within 6 months before or 3 months ef after the expiration of the person’s license.

(3){a) A Except as provided in subsection (3}(b) and (3){c), a license expires on the anniversary ot

the date-ef birth-of-the-licerses-4 licensee’s birthday 8 years or less after the date of issue or_on the

licensee’'s 75th birthday, whichever occurs first. The department may adopt rules to stagger the

implementation of the conversion to an 8-year license cycle over a 4-year period.

(b) A license issued to a person who is 75 vears of age or older expires on the anniversary of the

licensee's birthday 4 years or less_after the date of issue.

(c} A license issued to a person who is under 21 vears of age expires on the licensee’'s 21st

birthday.

ﬁ\ {Montana Legisiative Council
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¢63(4) Whenever the department issues an original license to a person under the age of 18 years,

the license must be designated and clearly marked as a "provisional license". Any license designated and
marked as provisional may be suspended by the department far a period of not more than 12 manthss when

its records disclose that the licensee, subsequent to the issuance of the license, has been guilty of careless

or negligent driving.

{84(5) Itis untawful for any person to have in the person’s possession or under the person’s control

more than one valid Montana driver’s license at any one time. A license is not valid for the operation of a

motorcycle or quadricycle watil unless the holder of the license has completed the requirements of 61-5-110

and the license has been clearly marked with the words "motorcycle endorsement™. A license is not valid
far the cperation of a commercial vehicle urtt unless the holder of the license has completed the
requirements of 61-5-110 and the license has been clearly marked with the words "commercial driver's
license".

(6] Fees for driver's licenses are:

{(a) driver’'s license, except a commercial driver's license -- $4 per year or fraction of a year;

{b) motorcycle endorsement -- 50 cents per year or fraction of a year;

{c) commercial driver's license;

(i} interstate -- $b per year or fraction of a year;

(ii} intrastate -- $3.50 per year or fraction of a year.

#8}{7) The holder of a valid chauffeur’s license may convert or renew the chauffeur’s license to a

commercial driver's license by paying the appropriate fee covering-the—rermainderof-thetife-of thetlicense

and complying with the requirements estabiished by the department.

Montana Legisiative Councll
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Section 6. Saction 61-5-121, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-121. Disposition of fees. (1) The disposition of the fees from driver’s licenses previded-for
8131+ H2MHat, motorcycle endorsements provided—ter—a—61-6-11HFHb, and commercial driver’s
licenses, provided for in 61-5-111{FHe}, and from duplicate driver’s licenses provided for in 61-5-114 is
as follows:

(a} The amount of 26% 16.7% of each driver’s iicense fee and of each dupiicate driver's license
fee must be deposited into an account in the state special revenue fund. The department shall transfer the
funds from this account to the Montana highway patrol officers’ retirement pension trust fund as provided
in 19-6-404.

{b) (i) If the fees are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount
of 3-726% 2.5% of each driver’s license fee and of each duplicate driver’s license fee must be deposited
into the county general fund.

{ii} If the fees are collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection (1}(b){i) must
be deposited into the generat fund.

(c) (i) If the fee is collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount

of 9% 3.34% of each motorcycle endorsement must be deposited into the county general fund.

(ii) If the fee is collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection (1){c}{i} must
be deposited into the general fund.

(d} The amount of 826% 5.85% of each driver’s license fee and of each duplicate driver's license
fee must be deposited into the state traffic education account.

(e) In addition to the amounts deposited pursuant to subsections {1)(bj{ii} and {1){c){ii}, the amount
of 82-6% 74.95% of each driver’'s license fee and of each duplicate driver’s license fee must be deposited
into the state general fund.

(f) If the fee is collected by the county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount ot
3+63% 2.5% of each commercial driver’s license fee must be deposited into the county general fund,
otherwise all of the fee must be deposited in the state general fund.

{g} The amount of 868 63.46% of each motarcycie endorsement fee must be deposited into the

state traffic education account in the state special revenue fund, and the amount of 33.2% of each

f\ |Mantana Legisiative Council
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motorcycle endorsement fee must be deposited into the state general fund.

(2} (a) If fees from driver’s licenses, commercial driver’s licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver’s licenses are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the county
treasurer or agent shall deposit the amounts provided for in subsections (1}{b}(i) and (1){c}{i) into the county
general fund. The county treasurer or agent shall then remit to the state treasurer all remaining fees,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the account in the
staté special revenue fund, as provided in subsection (1){a), and in the state general fund. The state
treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as provided in subsections {(1)(a)
and (1){d) through (1){g).

(b} {f fees from driver’'s licenses, commercial driver's licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver's licenses are collected by the department, it shall remit all fees to the state treasurer,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the account in the
state special revenue fund as provided in subsection (1){a), the state special revenue fund, and the state
general fund. The state treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as provided

in subsections (1){a}, (1){b){ii), (1){cilii}, and (1){d} through {1)}{g)."
NEW SECTION. Section 7. Applicability. [This act] applies to a person who, on or after Cctober
1, 1998, applies for a Montana driver’s license or who seeks to renew a Montana driver’s license that

expires on or after October 1, 1995.

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective dates. (1) [Section 4 and this section] are effective on

passage and approval.
{2} [Sections 1 through 3 and 5 through 7] are effective October 1, 1995.

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for HB0248, as introduced

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

A pill generally revising laws pertaining to driver licensing and examination; creating a

cooperative driver testing program in conjunction with a state-approved high school

traffic education course; extending the term of a driver’s license in certain

circumstances; providing for electronic transfer of driving records; adjusting the
“dispositicn of license fees.

ASSUMPTIONS :

Department of Justice:

1. {a) In FY96, 50 of the schools expressing an interest in the cooperative driver
testing program will participate in the program and in FY97, 70 schools will
participate.

(b} About 6,000 (12,000 x 50%) of the total number of students participating
annually in the driver education program will participate in this cooperative driver
testing program in FY96 and 8,400 students (12,000 x 70%) in FY97.

{c} The same percentage of waivers issued during the pilot cooperative driver
testing program will apply during FY96 and FY97. Therefore, in FY96, 5,880 (6,000 x
98%) knowledge tests will be waived through this program and in FY97, 8,230 (8,400 x
98%). In FY96 about 1,080 (6,000 x 20% less 10% sampling tested] driving skills
tests will be waived through this program and in FY97 about 1,512 driving skills
tests will be waived (8,400 x 20% less 10% sampling tested).

2. Staff hours currently devcted to testing and available for reasgsignment after
implementation of the cooperative driver testing program established by HB248
(estimated to be 546 hours (0.26 FTE) in FY96 and 771 hours (0.37 FTE) in FY97 will
be reassigned to provide service to the public to reduce waiting lines and to
perform other duties. This will help the department to continue providing service
to the publi¢ with the present law base FTE.

=3, During the four-year staggered implementation phase of the conversion to eight-year
driver licenses, S0% of the driver licenses issued will be four-year licenses and
50% will be eight-year licenses. )

4. The percentage of driver licenses issued to individuals under the age of 21 and over
the age of 75 will remain constant and the increasing population between the ages of
21 and 75 will offset any fiscal impact of HB248 on the under-21 and over-75
population.

5. Allocation percentages for the driver license fees have been adjusted sc¢ that the
additional revenue from the transition to eight-year licenses will increase general
fund revenue by about $1.64 million annually during the eight-year phase-in period
($3.28 million x 50%). The total revenues earmarked for the state special revenue
accounts will remain approximately the same as under present law.

. X

ERNEST BERGSAGEL, PRIMMARY RPONSCR/DATE

{Continued)

DAVE LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTO
Cffice of Budget and Program Planning
Fiscal Note for HB0248, as introduced

HB Q4%




Fiscal Note Request, HE0248, as introduced

Page 2

(continued)

ASSUMPTIONS:

Qffice of Public Instruction:

6. Under present law, the state traffic educaticn account receives 8.75% of each

driver’s license fee and of each duplicate driver’s license fee. The changes
in the renewal cycle and the reallocation of revenues proposed in HB248 will
provide the same amount of revenue to the state traffic education account from
driver’s license fees and mctorcycle endorsements in each year of the 1997
biennium as the revenue estimated under present law.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Revenues:
FY9¢6 FYS7
Difference Difference
General Fund (01} 1,630,000 1,640,000

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER _LOCAL REVENUES OR_EXPENDITURES:

The changes in the renewal cycle and the reallocation of revenues proposed in HB248 will
provide the same amounit: of revenue to county general funds from driver’s license fees ang
motorcycle endorsements in each year of the 1997 biennium as the revenus estimated under
present law.

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

The annual increase in revenue due to a longer license period should be realized during
the eight year implementation period until all present licenses are converted. Beginning
in fiscal year 2004, except for adjustments for growth'or decline in the number of active
driver licenses, general fund revenue ghould decrease tc a level approximating the 1997
biennium present law estimates. Revenue to the state special revenue accounts should
decrease below 1997 biennium present law estimates because of the decrease in the
applicable percentage rates.
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APPROVED BY CCM ON
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

1 HOUSE BILL NO. 248
INTRODUCED BY BERGSAGEL, JERGESON, STANG, BECK, HARRINGTON, CLARK, TVEIT, KEATING,
TOEWS
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

2
3
4
5
6 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS PERTAINING TO DRIVER
7  LICENSING AND EXAMINATION; CLARIFYING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER LICENSING;
8 CREATING A COOPERATIVE DRIVER TESTING PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTION WITH A STATE-APPROVED
9 HIGH SCHQOOL TRAFFIC EDUCATION COURSE; EXTENDING THE TERM OF A DRIVER’S LICENSE IN
0 CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF DRIVING RECORDS;
1M ELIMINATING MAIL RENEWALS AND PROFILE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR MINORS; ADJUSTING THE
12 DISPOSITION OF LICENSE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-5-105, 61-5-106, 61-5-107, 61-5-110,
13 61-5-111, AND 61-5-121, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES ANB, AN APPLICABILITY DATE,

14 AND A TERMINATION DATE."

16 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

17
i8 Section 1. Section 61-5-105, MCA, is amended to read;
19 "61-5-105. Who may not be licensed. The department shaH may not issue afy a license kerewrder

20 under this chapter 1o any a person:

21 (1) who is under the-age-of 16 years—with-these-exceptions of age unless:
22 {a) The-departmentiray-issuea-driverslicerseto-a the person whe is at least 15 years of age #

23 hea and has passed a driver’s education course approved by the department and the superintendent of public

24 instructions; or

25 (b) The-department-may-issuc-arostricted leensete-any the person whe is atleast 13 years of age
26  and, because of individual hardship, to be determined by the department, needs a restricted license;

27 (2) whose license has—been or driving privilege is currently suspended during—the-SUspeRsien; or
28 revoked—except-as—provided+A-61-5-208 in this or any state;

29 (3) who is ar-habitual-drunkard,—oris addicted to the use of alcohol or narcotic drugs;

30 {4) who has previously been adjudged to be afflicted with or suffering from any mental disability

Z\\ . HE 248
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or disease and who, at the time of application, has not at-the—tirme—of—appheation heen restored to

competency by the methods provided by law;
{5) who is required by this chapter to take an examination,—urless—the—prseh—shallhave
suecessfully passed-suchexamation;

(6) who +s has not deposited proof of financial responsibility when required under the provisions

whe—has—;n»e-t-«deﬁesi%eé-sueh—pme# chapter 6 of this title; or

(7} who issoierngiromany-form-of-epileptictype-seizuresorsimilacdiserders has any condition

characterized by lapse of consciousness or contraol, either temiporary or prolonged, whieh that is or may
become chronic—provided-that, However, the department may in its discretion issue a license to & an
otherwise guaiified person suffering from epieptic-type-seizures-orsiritardisorder-characterized-bylapse
o consciousness-arcontrel; a condition if etherwisegualifiedto-belicensedto-drive-a-metorvehicle—when
the afflicted perser—eanshow-througha-wrtten+epoart-frem—his person’s attending physician attests in
writing that he-hasnel

physieian the person’s condition has stabilized and would not be likely to interfere with that person’s ability

to_operate a motor vehicle safely.”

Section 2. Section 61-5-106, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"61-5-106. Instruction and permits -- traffic education learner licenses and permits and -- temporary

licenses. {1} A The department may issue an_instruction permit to a person satisfying the age requirements
specified in 61-5-106(1) may-apply-te-the departmentforar-instruetionpermit—Fhe-departrmentmay-in-its

eisoretion; after the applicant has successfully passed al-parts—efthe-oxarnination-otherthan-the-driving
test-ssaeto-the-apphaantan the knowledge test and the vision examination as provided in 61-5-110. An

instruction permit that entitles the eppheant permittag, while havingthepermit in the applicart’s immaediate

possession of the permit and accompanied by a licensed driver seated beside the permittee, to drive a motor

vehicle upon the public highways for a period of 6 months when-accempanied-byatHeensed-driverwhos
aceupyipg-a-seat-besidethe-driver from the date the fees required in 61-5-111 are paid.

{2] lp-adeitien—the The department may issue ar—astractiop—permit a traffic_education learner

license to any perscn who is at least 14% years of age and who has successfully completed ar is

ﬁ\ . HB 248
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successfully participating in a traffic education course approved by the department and the superintendent

of public instruction.

education learner license entitles the licensee to operate a motor vehicle only when accompanied by an

approved instructor or licensed parent or guardian and may be further restricted to specific times or areas.

ter An instructor of

a traffic education program approved by the department and by the superintendent of public instruction may

issue a traffic education permit that is effective for a school year or more restricted period to an applicant

who is enrolled in a traffic education program approved by the depariment ever-theugh-the appheanthas

notreached-the-legat-age-to-be-eligible-fora-drivers-license and who meets the age requirements specified
in 20-7-5603.

(b) When in immediate possession of the traffic_education permit, e the permittee may operate

ey on a designated highway or within a designated area;

{i} @ motor vehicle ey when an approved instructor is eceupyig—a—seat seated beside the
permittee; or

(i} a motorcycle ar quadricycle ety when under the immediate and proximate supervision of an
approved instructor.

{-3-}1&)_ Thé department may in its discretion issue a temporary driver's permit to an applicant for
a driver’s license permitting the applicant to operate a motor vehicle while the department is completing
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right to receive a driver’s license.

The tempeorary driver’s permit must be in the permittee’s immediate possession while operating a motor

vehicle, and it is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for good cause has been refused.

41(B) The department may in its discretion issue a temporary commercial driver’'s license to an
applicant permitting the applicant to operate a commercial motor vehicle while the department is completing
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right to receive a commercial
driver’'s license. The temporary license must be in the applicant’s immediate possession while operating
a commercial motor vehicle and is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for good cause

has been refused.”

Section 3. Section 61-5-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-107. Application for license, instruction permit, or motorcycle endorsement. (1} Every Each

Z\’\ -3- HB 248
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application for an instruction permit, driver’s license, or motorcycle endorsement must be made upon a form
furnished by the depa-tment. A motorcycle endorsement is required for the operation of a quadricycis,
Every Each application must be accompanied by the proper fee, and payment of th2 fee entitles the
applicant to not more than three attempts to pass the examination within a period of 6 months from the
date of application. A voter registration form for mail registration as prescribed by the secretary of state
must be attached to each driver's license application. 1f the applicant wishes to register to vote, the
department shall acceat the registration and forward the form to the election administrator.

(2) Every Eacn application must state the full name, date of birth, sex, and residence address of
the applicant, must briefly describe the applicant, and must state whether;

{a) the applicant has previously been licensed as a driver or commercial vehicle operator, and, if
so, when and by what state or country—and-whether;

(b} any commercial operator license has ever been suspended or revoked;; or whether

{¢) an application has ever been refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for suspension,
revocation, or refusal.

(3] Whenever When application is received from an applicant previously licensed by any-other
another jurisdiction, the department shall request a copy of the applicant’s driving record from the previous

licensing jurisdiction. The driving record may be transmitted manually or by electronic medium. When

received, the driving ~ecords become a part of the driver's record in this state with the same force and

effect as though entered on the driver’s record in this state in the original instance.”

Section 4. Section 61-5-110, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-110. Examination of applicants --_cooperative driver testing programs. {1) The department

shall examine every applicant for a driver's license or motorcycle endarsement, except as otherwise

provided in this section. The examination must include a test of the applicant’s eyesight, a knowledge test

examining the applicant’s ability to read and understand highway signs regulating—warning-and-directing
teatfie; and the applcant's knowledge of the traffic laws of this state, and mustinchide—an—actual

demonstration—of a rpad test demonstrating the applicant’s ability to exercise ordinary and reasonrable

control in the operaticn of a motor vehicle, quadricycle, or motorcycle. The examinatian for the commercial

driver's license may include additional items. The knowledge test or road test, or both, may be waived by

the department upon certification_of the applicant’s successful completion of the test by a certified

4. HB 248
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cooperative driver testing program, as provided in subsection (2}.

(2} The department is authorized to certify as a cooperative driver testing pregram any

state-approved high school traffic education course offered by or in cooperation with a schoof district that

employs an approved instructor whg has current endorsement from the superintendent of public instruction

as a teacher of traffic education and who agrees to:

(a) administer standardized knowledge and road tests required by the department to students

participating in the district’s high school traffic education courses:

(b) certify the test results to the department; and

(c} comply with requlations of the department and the superintendent of public instruction.

2+3]) Within 90 days of receipt of an application for a commercial driver’s license, the department
shall give an examination to the applicant in the county where the applicant resides.

{3+{4) Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident who has a valid driver’s license issued by
another state may surrender that license for a Montana license of the same class, type, and endorsement

upon payment of the required fees, successful completion of a vision examination, and, if requested by the

examiner, completion of either the knowledge test or road test, or both. A-residert-whe-ebtairs-aMontana

tho-case-of commercial-drivers; In addition, a resident surrendering @ commercial driver’s license issued by

another state shall successfully complete any examination required by federal requlations before being

issued a commercial driver’s license by the department.”

Section 5. Section 61-5-111, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-111. Renewals, expirations, and fees for licenses, bermits, and endorsements -- notice of
expiration. (1) The department may appoint county treasurers and other qualified officers to act as its
agents for the sale of driver’'s licenses receipts and shall make necessary rules governing sales. In these
areas where in_which the department provides driver licensing services 3 days or more a week, the

department is responsible for sale of receipts and may, in its discretion, Aast appoint an agent to sell

receipts. The department, upon receipt of payment of the fees specified in this section, shall issue a
driver's license to every each qualifying applicant. The license must contain a full-face photograph of the

licensee in the size and form prescribed by the department—exeepi—as—provided-in-subsection—{4}; a

-b - HB 248
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distinguishing number issued to the licensee; the full name, date of birth, residenee Montana mailing

address, and a brief description of the licensee; and either afaesimile-of-the sigrature—otthe-Heensea—or
aspace-upor-which-the licenseeshat-wiite the licensee’s signature in-per-and-inkimmediately-upen-receipt

of the-license or a digital reproduction of the licensee’s signature. A license is not valid until it is signed

by the licensee.

(2) {al The When a person applies for renewal of a driver’s license, the department shall—when-any

perserappliesinperson-forrenewal-of-a-driver sHoense; test the applicant’s eyesight and ray-gtse, in the

department’s discretion,_may have the applicant demeonstrate complete _a road test demonstrating the

applicant’s physical ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable care in the operation of a
motor vehicle.

{b) in the case of a commercial driver’s license, the department may also require that the applicant
successfully complete a written examination as required by federal regulations.

{c) A person is considered to have applied for renewal of -a Montana driver’'s license if the

application is made w thin 6 months before or 3 months ef after the expiration of the person’s license.

e _ | : . ; s threti I n
{D} THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAIL A DRIVER'S LICENSE RENEWAL NOTICE NO EARLIER THAN

60 DAYS AND NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE OF A COMMERCIAL

DRIVER'S LICENSE |FF THE LICENSEE HAS PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR THE

NOTICE, EITHER AT THE TIME CF INITIAL APPLICATION OR OF RENEWAL OF THE LICENSE.

(3) (a) & Except as provided in subseetionr SUBSECTIONS (3)(b) and {3)(c}, alicense expires on the

Z\'\ -6 - HB 248
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anniversary of the date-et-birth-of-theieensee-4 licensee's birthday 8 years or less after the date of issue

ar on the licensee’s 75th birthday, whichever occurs first. The department may adopt rules to stagger the

implementation of the conversion to an 8-year license cycle over a 4-year period.

(b} A license issued to a person who is 75 vears of age or older expires on the anniversary of the

licensee’s birthday 4 years or less after the date of issue,

{c) A license issued to a person who is under 21 vears of age expires on the licensee’s 21st

birthday.

1{4) Whenever the department issues an original license to a person under the age of 18 years,

the license must be designated and clearly marked as a "provisional license”. Any license designated and
marked as provisional may be suspended by the department for a period of not more than 12 months; when

its records disclose that the licensee, subsequent to the issuance of the license, has been guilty of careless

or negligent driving.

£63(5) Itis unlawtul for any person to have in the person’s possession or under the person’s control

more than one valid Montana driver’'s license at any one time. A license is not valid for the operation of
a motorcycle or quadricycle apti# unless the holder of the license has completed the requirements of
61-5-110 and the license has been clearly marked with the words "motorcycle endorsement”. A license
is not valid for the operation of a commercial vehicle unti# unless the holder of the license has completed
the requirements of 61-5-110 and the license has been clearly marked with the words "commercial driver’s
license".

+A(8) Fees for driver’'s licenses are:

(a} driver’'s license, except a commercial driver’s license -- $4 per year or fraction of a year;

(b) motorcycle endorsement -- 50 cents per year or fraction of a year;

(¢} commercial driver’'s license:

(i} interstate -- $5 per year or fraction of a year;

{ii) intrastate -- $3.50 per year or fraction of a year.

+83(7) The holder of a valid chauffeur’'s license may convert gr renew the chauffeur’'s license to a

-7 - HB 248
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commercial driver’s license by paying the appropriate fee eevering-theremainderetthe-life-aithaelicense

and complying with the requirements established by the department.

Section 6. Section 61-5-121, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-5-121. Disposition of fees. (1) The disposition of the fees from driver's licenses previdedfor

—-81-b-+HHAHa}, motorcycle endorsements prowded—fer—in—61-6-H-H7Hb}, and commercial driver's

licenses, provided for in 61-5-111{34e}, and from duplicate driver’s licenses provided for in 61-5-114 is

as follows:

{a) The amount of 2B% 16.7% of each driver's license fee and 25% of each duplicate driver's
license fee must be deposited into an account in the state special revenue fund. The department shall
transfer the funds from this account to the Montana highway patrol officers’ retirement pension trust fund
as provided in 19-6-404.

{b} (i) If the fees are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount
of 3-7b6% 2.5% of each driver’'s license fee and 3.756% of each duplicate driver's license fee must be
deposited into the county general fund.

{ii) If the fees are collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection {1}{b){i} must
be deposited into the general fund.

{c} (i) If the fee is collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount
of B% 3.34% of each motorcycle endorsement must be deposited into the county general fund.

(ii} If the fee is collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection (1)(c){i) must
be deposited into the general fund.

(di The amount of 876% 5.85% of each driver’s license fee and 8.75% of each duplicate driver’s
license fee must be deposited into the state traffic education account.

(e) Inaddition 1o the amounts deposited pursuant to subsectians (1}{b){ii} and (1)(c}(ii}, the amount

-8- HB 248
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of 82:5% 74.95% of each driver's license fee and 62.5% of each duplicate driver’s license fee must be
deposited into the state general fund.

(f) If the fee is collected by the county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount of
3-+#b6% 2.5% of each commercial driver’'s license fee must be deposited into the county general fund,
otherwise all of the fee must be deposited in the state general fund.

{g} The amount of 86% 63.46% of each motorcycle endorsement fee must be deposited into the

state traffic education account in the state special revenue fund, and the amount of 33.2% of each

motorcycle endorsement fee must be deposited into the state general fund.

{2} (a) If fees from driver’s licenses, commercial driver’s licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver’s licenses are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the county
treasurer or agent shall deposit the amounts provided for in subsections (1}{b){i} and {1)(c}(i) into the county
general fund. The county treasurer or agent shall then remit to the state treasurer all remaining fees,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the account in the
state special revenue fund, as provided in subsection (1})(al, and in the state general fund. The state
treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as provided in subsections {1}(a)
and {1)(d) through {1}(g).

{b) If fees from driver’s licenses, commercial driver's licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver’'s licenses are collected by the department, it shall remit all fees to the state treasurer,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the account in the
state special revenue fund as provided in subsection (1)(a), the state special revenue fund, and the state
general fund. The state treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as

provided in subsections {1){a}, (1}Ib}{ii}, {1}tcilii}, and (1)(d} through {1){g)."

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Applicability. [This act] applies to a person who, on or after October

1, 1995, applies for a Montana driver’s license or who seeks to renew a Montana driver’s license that

expires on or after October 1, 1995.

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective dates. (1) [Section 4 and this section] are eftective on

passage and approval.

(2) [Sections 1 through 3 and 5 through 7] are effective October 1, 1995,

Z\'\ -9- HB 248
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1 NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. TERMINATION. [SECTION 6] TERMINATES SEPTEMBER 30, 1999.

2 -END-
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HOUSE BILL NQ. 248
INTRODUCED BY BERGSAGEL, JERGESCN, STANG, BECK, HARRINGTON, CLARK, TVEIT, KEATING,
TOEWS
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS PERTAINING TO DRIVER
LICENSING AND EXAMINATION; CLARIFYING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER LICENSING;
CREATING A COOPERATNE DRIVER TESTING PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTICN WITH A STATE-APPROVED
HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC EDUCATION COURSE; EXTENDING THE TERM OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE IN
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF DRIVING RECORDS;
ELIMINATING MAIL RENEWALS AND PROFILE PHOTOGRAPHS FQOR MINCRS; ADJUSTING THE
DISPOSITION OF LICENSE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-5-105, 61-5-106, 61-5-107, 61-5-110,
61-5-111, AND 61-5-121, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES ANDB, AN APPLICABILITY DATE,

AND A TERMINATION DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

THERE ARE NO CHANGES IN THIS BILL AND IT WILL
NOT BE REPRINTED. PLEASE REFER TO SECOND
READING COPY (YELLOW) FOR COMPLETE TEXT.

Zé/ 1. HB 248
Isiative C. /]
) Montana Legisiative cound THIRD READING



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Page 1 of 1
March 15, 1995

MR. PRESIDENT:

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had
under consideration HB 248 (third reading copy -- blue),
respectfully report that HB 248 be amended as follows and as so
amended be concurred in.

Signed: xéijbwh. ;/xA4422k

Senator Larry Tveit, Chair

That such amendments read:

1. Page 2, line 17.

Following: "gsafely"

Insert: "and, if a commercial driver’'s license is involved, the
person is physically qualified to operate a commercial motor
vehicle under applicable state or federal regulatiocns"

2. Page 9.

Following: line 30

Insert: "NEW _SECTION. Section 2. Coordination inastruction. If
[this act] is passed and approved, then subsection (2) of
61-5-110 in [sections 4 and 5] of Senate Bill No. 34
(Chapter 53, Laws of 1995) is void."

Renumber: subsequent gection

-END-

HR 248
Amd. Coord. ﬁ_///

Sec. of Senate Senator Carryihg Bill SIEPJFYTTE
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HOUSE BILL NO. 248
INTRODUCED BY BERGSAGEL, JERGESON, STANG, BECK, HARRINGTON, CLARK, TVE!T, KEATING,
TOEWS
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS PERTAINING TQ DRIVER
LICENSING AND EXAMINATION; CLARIFYING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER LICENSING;
CREATING A COOPERATIVE DRIVER TESTING PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTION WITH A STATE-APPROVED
HIGH SCHOOL TRAFFIC EDUCATION COURSE; EXTENDING THE TERM OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE IN
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF DRIVING RECORDS;
ELIMINATING MAIL RENEWALS AND PROFILE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR MINGORS; ADJUSTING THE
DISPOSITION OF LICENSE FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-5-105, 61-5-106, 61-5-107, 61-5-110,
61-5-111, AND 61-5-121, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES ANB, AN APPLICABILITY DATE,
AND A TERMINATION DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-5-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-105. Who may not be licensed. The department shal may not issue ary a license hereunder
under this chapter to ary a person:

(1) who is under the-age-ef 16 years—with-these-exceptions of age unless:

(a) The-department-may-issue-a-driver-s-Heense-te—a the person whae is at least 15 years of age #

ke and has passed a driver’'s education course approved by the department and the superintendent of public

instructions; or

(b) Fhe-departmentmayissue-atrestrctedlicensete-any the person whe is at least 13 years of age

and, because of individual hardship, to be determined by the department, needs a restricted license;

{(2) whose license has-been or driving privilege is_currently suspended durirg-the-suspension; or

revoked—exceptasprevided--631-b-208 in this or any state;
{3) who is an-habitual-drunkard—oris addicted to the use of alcohol or narcotic drugs;

{4) who has previously been adjudged to be afflicted with or suffering from any mental disability

o1- HB 248
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or disease and who, at the time_of application, has not at—the—tirmeof-appheation been restared to

competency by the methods provided by law;

{6) who is required by this chapter to take an examination—urless—the—persen—shall-have
suecessfully-passed-such-examination;

{6} who is has not deposited proof of financial responsibility when required under the provisions

who-has-prot-depesited—such-preot chapter 6 of this title; or
{7} who issufferingfrom-any-form-ofcpileptie-type seizures-or-siriardiserders has any condition

characterized by lapse of consciousness or control, either temporary or prolonged, whieh that is or may

become chronicprovidad—that. However, the department may in its discretion issue a license to & an

otherwise qualified person suffering from epieptie-type-seizures-or-similar diserder-charactorized-bylapse

- ofconsciousness-orcontrel; a condition if etherwise-qualifiedto-belieensed-to-drivearrotorvehicle—when

the afflicted person—ean-shew-through-a-written-repert—frem—his person’s attending physician attests in
writing that he-has—ret-experienced-anepieptic-type-setzure—ershnitar-di ==' haraeterized-bhytapse—-o

physician the person’s condition has stabilized and would not be likely to interfere with that person’s ability

to operate a motor vehicle safely AND, IF A COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE IS INVOLVED, THE PERSON

IS PHYSICALLY QUALIFIED TO OPERATE A COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE UNDER APPLICABLE STATE

OR FEDERAL REGULATIONS.”

Section 2. Section 61-5-106, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-106. Instruction ard permits -- traffic education learner licenses and permits and -- temporary

licenses. (1) A The department may issue an instruction permit to a person satisfying the age requirements

specified in 61-5-105(1)

diseretion; after the applicant has successfully passed al-parts—efthe-examination-etherthan-the-driving
testissue-to-tho-applicantan the knowledge test and the vision examination as provided in 61-5-110. An

instruction permit that entities the appleant permittee, while baving-the-permit in the-appheants immediate

possession of the permit and accompanied by alicensed driver seated beside the permittee, to drive a mator

vehicle upon the public highways for a period of 6 months w-heﬂ—ac—eempaﬂmd—by—a-heensed—dﬂve{—wheae
oceupyinga-secot-beside-the-driver from the date the fees required in 61-5-111 are palid.

o HB 248

ﬁ\ (Mon tana Legislative Council



B4th Legislature HB(0248.03

BN =

[+

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(2] tradditien—the The department may issue annstrusteonr—permit g traffic education learrer

license t¢ any person who is at least 14% vyears of age and who has successfully completed or is
successfully participating in a traffic education course approved by the department and the superintandent

of public instruction. ArR-rstroction-permitrust-berestricted-to-the-operation-of a-motervehiele A traffic

education learner license entitles the licensee to operate a_motor vehicle only when accompanied by ar

approved instructor or licensed parent or guardian and may be further restricted to specific times or areas.

{23(3) {a) Fhe-department-uponteceiving-properapplcation-may-tr-its-diseretion An instructor of

a traffic education program approved by the department and by the superintendent of public instruction may

issue a traffic education permit that is effective for a school year or more restricted period to an applicant
who is enrolled in a traffic education program approved by the department even-theough-the-appheanthas
notreached-the-loga-age-to-be-eligibledora-drivers-icense and who meets the age requirements specified
in 20-7-503. Fhe permitentitdesthepermittee—~when-thepermittec-has-a-permitinthe permities s

(b) When in immediate possession of the traffic education permit, t8 the permittee may operate

anky on a designated highway or within a designated area:

(i} a motor vehicle ealy when an approved instructor is eseupying—a—seat seated beside the
permittee; or

{ii) a motorcycle or quadricycle erky when under the immediate and proximate supervision of an
approved instructor.

£34{4) The department may in its discretion issue a temporary driver’s permit to an applicant for
a driver’s license permitting the applicant to operate a motor vehicle while the department is completing
its investigation and determination of all facts refative to the applicant’s right to receive a driver’s license.

The temporary driver’s permit must be in the permittee’s immediate possession while operating a motor

vehicle, and it is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for goed cause has been refused.

#4(5) The department may in its discretion issue a temporary commercial driver’s license to an
applicant permitting the applicant to operate a commercial motor vehicle while the department is compieting
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right to receive a commercial
driver's license., The temporary license must be in the applicant’s immediate possession while cperating
a commercial motor vehicle and is invalid when the applicant’s license has been issued or for good cause

has been refused.”

a3 HB 248
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Section 3. Section 61-5-107, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-107. Application for license, instruction permit, or motorcycle endorsement. (1) Every Each
application for an instruction permit, driver’s license, or motorcycle endorsement must be made upon a form
furnished by the departrnent. A motorcycle endorsement is required for the operation of a quadricycle.
Every Each application must be accompanied by the proper fee, and payment of the fee entitles the
applicant to not mare than three attempts to pass the examination within a period of 6 months fram the
date of application. A voter registration form for mail registration as prescribed by the secretary of state
must be attached to each driver’'s license application. [f the applicant wishes to register to vote, the
department shall accept the registration and forward the form to the election administrator.

(2) Every Each application must state the full name, date of birth, sex, and residence address of
the applicant, must briefly describe the applicant, and must state whether:

(a} the applicant has previously heen licensed as a driver or commercial vehicle operator, and, if
so, when and by what state or country—and-whether,

{b} any commercial operator license has ever been suspended or revoked-; or whether

{c} an application has ever been refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for suspension,
revocation, or refusal.

(3) Whepever When application is received from an applicant previously licensed by ary-ether
another jurisdiction, the department shall request a copy of the applicant’s driving record from the previous

licensing jurisdiction. The driving record may be transmitted manually or by electronic_medium. When

received, the driving records become a part of the driver’s record in this state with the same force and

effect as though entered on the driver’s record in this state in the original instance.”

Section 4. Section 61-5-110, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-110. Examination of applicants -- cooperative driver testing programs. (1) The department

shall examine every applicant for a driver’s license or motorcycle endorsement, except as otherwise

provided in this section. The examination must include a test of the applicant’s eyesight, a knowledge test

examining the applicant’s ability 1o read and understand highway signs regulating,—warning,—and-directing
traffte: and the applicant’s knowledge of the traffic laws of this state, and must—inelide—an—aectast

demonstration—of a road test demonstrating the applicant’s ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable

_control in the operation of a motor vehicle, quadricycle, or motorcycle. The examination for the commercial
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driver’s license may include additional items. The knowledge test or road test, or both, may be waived by

the department upon certification of the applicant’s successful completion_of the test bv a certifiec

cooperative driver testing program, as provided in subsection (2.

{2} The department is authorized to certify as a cooperative driver testing progrem_any

state-approved high school traffic education course offered by or in cooperation with a schooi district tna®

enipioys an approved instructor who has current endorsement from the superintendent of public instruction

as a teacher of traffic education and who agrees to:

{a) administer standardized knowledge and road tests required by the department to students

participating in the district’s high school traffic education courses:

{b) certify the test results to the department; and

{c! comply with requlations of the department and the superintendent of public instruction.

£23(3] Within 90 days of receipt of an application for a commercial driver’s license, the departmen®
shall give an examination to the applicant in the county where the applicant resides.

£33{4) Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident who has a valid driver’s license issued by
another state may surrender that license for a Montana license of the same class, type, and endorsement

upon payment of the reguired fees_successful completion of a vision examination, and, if requested by the

examiner, completion of either the knowledge test or road test, or both. A-residert-who-obtainsaMenrtana

the-ease-of-commrercial-driverss In addition, a resident surrendering a commercial driver’s license issued by

another state shall successfully complete any examination required by federal regulations befeore being

issued a cammercial driver’s license by the department.”

Section 5. Section 61-5-111, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-5-111. Renewals, expirations, and fees for licenses, permits, and endors2ments -- notice of
expiration. (1) The department may appoint county treasurers and other qualified otficers to act as its
agents for the sale of driver's licenses receipts and shall make necessary rules governing sales. In these
areas where in_which the department provides driver licensing services 3 days or more a week, the

department is responsible for sale of receipts and may,_in its discretion, Aet appoint an agent to_sell

receipts. The department, upon receipt of payment of the fees specified in this section, shail issue a

Z\»\ 5. HB 248
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driver’s license to every each qualifying applicant. The license must contain a full-face photograph of the

2 licensee in the size and form prescribed by the department—exespt—as—provided—ir—subseetion{4); a
3 distinguishing number issued to the licensee; the full name, date of birth, resideree Montana mailing
4 address, and a brief description of the licensee; and either afaesimie—at-the-sigrature-ofthe-Heenscoof
5 a-space-upon-which-thelicensea-shallhwrite the licensee’s signature in-pen-anaipicimmediatol-uponroecoipt
6  efthetieonse or a digital reproduction of the licensee’s signature. A license is not valid until it is signed
7 by the licensee.
8 {2y (a) Fhe When a person applies for renewal of a driver’s license, the department shall-wher-any
9  person-apphesinpersoniorrenewalofa-driverslicense; test the applicant’s eyesight and may-alse, in the

10 department’s discretion,_may have the applicant demonstrate complete a road test demonstrating the

11 applicant’s pisysiest ability to operate and to exercise ordinary and reasonable care in the operation of a

12 motor vehicle.

13 _{b) {n the case of a commercial driver’s license, the department may also require that the applicant

14  successfully complete a written examination as required by federal regulations.

15 {c} A person is considered to have applied for renewal of a Montana driver's license if the

16 application is made within 6 months before or 3 months ef after the expiration of the person’s license.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 {D} THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAIL A DRIVER’S LICENSE RENEWAL NOTICE NO EARLIER THAN

29 60 DAYS AND NC LATER THAN 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE OF A COMMERCIAL

30 DRIVER'S LICENSE IF THE LICENSEE HAS PREVICUSLY SUBMITTED A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR THE
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NOTICE, EITHER AT THE TIME OF INITIAL APPLICATION OR OF RENEWAL OF THE LICENSE.

(3) {a} A Except as provided in subsection SUBSECTIONS (3}{b) and (3){c}, a license expires on the
anniversary of the date-of birth-cf-the Hecensee-4 licensee’s birthday 8 years or less after the date of issue

or on the ficensee’s_75th birthday, whichever occurs first. The department may adopt rutes to stagger the

implementation of the conversion to an 8-year license cycle over a 4-vear period.

{b) A license issued to a person who is 75 vears of age or older expires on the anniversary of the

licensee’s birthday 4 years ar less after the date of issue,

{c) A license issued to_a person who is under 21 vears of age expires an the licensee’s 21st

birthday.

Hee-ﬁ&e&ﬁ—ﬁ% . } T

{8H4} Whenever the department issues an original license 1o a person under the age of 18 years,
the license must be designated and clearly marked as a "provisional license". Any license designated and
marked as provisional may be suspended by the department for a pericd of not more than 12 monrths: when

its records disclose that the licensee, subsequent to the issuance of the license, has been guilty of carefes:

@4@ It is unlawful for any person to have in the person’s possession or under the person’s contral

maore than one valid Montana driver’s license at any one time. A license is not valid for the operaticn of
a motorcycle or quadricycle wrtd unless the holder of the license has completed the requirements of
61-5-110 and the license has been clearly marked with the words "motorcycle endorsement”. A license

is not valid for the operation of a commercial vehicle et unless the holder of the license has completed

the requirements of 81-5-110 and the license has been clearly marked with the words "commercial driver’s
license”.

{16} Fees for driver's licenses are:

(a) driver’s license, except a commercial driver’s license -- $4 per year or fraction of a year;

{b) matorcycle endorsement -- 50 cents per year or fraction of a year;

{c) commercial driver’s license:

(i} interstate -- $5 per year or fraction of a year;
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(ii) intrastate -- $3.50 per year or fraction of a year.

+847) The holder of a valid chauffeur’s license may convert or renew the chauffeur’s license to a

commercial driver’s license by paying the appropriate fee eeveringtheremainderof-thelife-ofthe license

and complying with the requirements established by the department.

Section 6. Section 61-5-121, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-56-121. Dispaosition of fees. (1) The disposition of the fees from driver’s licenses previded-fer
ir81-B5-1+1+HIHay, motorcycle endorsements previded—forin—63-6—+1-HFHb}, and commercial driver's
licenses, provided for in 61-5-111{ZHe}, and fraom duplicate driver’s licenses provided for in 61-5-114 is
as follows:

{a) The amount of 26% 16.7% of each driver’s license fee and 25% of each duplicate driver’s
license fee must be deposited into an account in thg state special revenue fund. The department shail
transfer the funds from this account to the Montana highway patrol officers’ retirement pension trust fund
as provided in 19-6-404.

(b) (i) If the fees are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amount
of &=#69% 2.5% of each driver’s license fee and 3.75% of each duplicate driver's license fee must be
deposited into the county general fund.

{ii} if the fees are collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection {1)(b}{i} must
be deposited into the general fund,

{c) (i) If the fee is collected by a county treasurer or other agent qf the department, the amount
of 53¢ 3.34% of each motorcycle endorsement must be deposited into the county general fund.

(il} If the fee is collected by the department, the amount provided for in subsection (1){c){i) must
be deposited into the gereral fund.

{d) The amount of 8F+6% 5.85% of each driver’s license fee and 8.75% of each duplicate driver's
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license fee must be deposited into the state traffic education account.

(e} In addition to the amounts depasited pursuant to subsections (1){b}(ii) and {1){ci{ii}, the amount
of 82:5% 74.95% of each driver’s license fee and 62.5% of each duplicate driver’s license fee must be
deposited into the state general fund.

{(f) If the fee is collected by the county treasurer or other agent of the department, the amouns: of
3% 2.5% of each commercial driver’'s license fee must be deposited into the county generzl fund,
otherwise all of the fee must be deposited in the state general fund.

(g} The amount of 8% 63.46% of each motorcycle endorsement fee must be deposited into the

state traffic education account in the state special revenue fund, and the amount of 33.2% ot each

meotorcycie endorsement fee must be deposited into the state general fund.

(2) (a) If fees from driver’s licenses, commercial driver’s licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver’s licenses are collected by a county treasurer or other agent of the department, the county
treasurer aor agent shall deposit the amounts provided for in subsections (1)}{b}{i} and {1){c}(i) into the county
general fund. The county treasurer or agent shall then remit to the state treasurer all remaining fees,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the account in the
state special revenue fund, as provided in subsection (1){a), and in the state general fund. The state
treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as provided in subsections {1}a)
and {1}{d} through {1){g).

(b} If fees from driver’s licenses, commercial driver’s licenses, motorcycle endorsements, and
duplicate driver's licenses are collected by the department, it shall remit all fees to the state treasurer,
together with a statement indicating what portion of each fee is to be deposited into the acccunt in the
state special revenue fund as provided in subsection (1}{a), the state special revenue fund, and the state
general fund. The state treasurer, upon receipt of the fees and statement, shall deposit the fees as

provided in subsections (1)}(a), (11{b)(ii), (1){c){ii}, and (1}(d} through (1){g)."
NEW SECTION. Section 7. Applicability. [This act] applies to a person who, an or after Gctober
1, 1995, applies for a Montana driver’s license or who seeks to renew a Montana driver’s license that

expires on or after Gctober 1, 1995.

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Effective dates. (1} [Section 4 and this section] are effective on
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1 passage and approval.

2 (2) [Sections 1 through 3 and 5 through 7] are effective October 1, 1995.

3

4 NEW SECTION. SECTION 9. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. IF [THIS ACT] |S PASSED AND
5 APPROVED, THEN SUESECTION {2) OF 61-5-110 INJSECTIONS 4 AND 5] OF SENATE BILL NO. 34
6 (CHAPTER 53, LAWS CF 1995} IS VOID.

8 NEW SECTION. SECTION 10. TERMINATION. [SECTION 6] TERMINATES SEPTEMBER 30, 1998.
9 -END-
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