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I ~1Ji l' ri~ BILL No.~~o 

INTRODUCED BY ~~\._, U.... \, \ -~~~~~~-~-----------------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY BE IMPOSED FOR 

5 A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT LIGHTING DISTRICT; ALLOWING A CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL TO ASSESS 

6 PROPERTY WITHIN A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT LIGHTING DISTRICT IN EQUAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 

7 COST OF INSTALLATION OF IMPROVEMENTS OR FOR THE COST OF MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 

8 OF THE DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-12-4324, 7-12-4328, AND 7-12-4333, MCA; AND 

9 PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1 2 

13 Section 1. Section 7-12-4324, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-12-4324. Assessment of costs -- frontage or equal assessment option. (1) The city council shall 

1 5 assess the cost of the improvements against the entire district,. The council may assess each lot or parcel 

16 of land within the district bordering or abutting upon the streets whereeA er whereir1 where the 

1 7 improvement has been made to bear costs~ 

18 ifil in proportion to the lineal feet abutting or bordering the streets_;__Q_[ 

19 (bl in equal assessments based on the total costs to be assessed in the district. 

20 (2) The council, in its discretion, may~ 

21 ifil pay the whole fill or ilfli' 2 part of the cost of any street, avenue, or alley intersection out of any 

22 funds iA its haAes available for that purpose~ or 

23 .ll2J. include the whole fill or ilfli' 2 part of 5tlffi the cost:; withiA the aFAeuAt ef in the assessment 

24 to be paid by the property in the district." 

25 

26 Section 2. Section 7-12-4328, MCA, is amended to read: 

27 "7-12-4328. Resolution to provide for assessment of costs of installation. (1) It shall 13e the Eluty 

28 ~ The city or town council IB shall ascertain the cost of installing 5tlffi the lighting system and shall, 

29 on or before the first Monday in October, to ~ass aAEI fim~lly adopt a resolution levying and assessing all 

30 of the property embraced within saie the district with all or any portion of the entire cost of installing the 
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5affle lighting system-;-" eaefl Each lot or parcel of land in saie the district t& must be assessed in accordance 

2 with the method adopted by the city council as provided in 7-12-4321 through 7-12-4324. 

3 (2) Awf--s,d6fl For the purposes of determining the total assessment and the amount to be levied 

4 against property in the district, the resolution 5flali must contain a list in whieh shall be deseribea of 

5 property that includes: 

6 1fil eaeh let er 13areol ef land, either the total number of square feet of 13ro13erty eentainoa therein 

7 ef each lot or parcel; 

8 J..Ql the total number of linear feet of each lot or parcel abutting the improvements~ 

9 J.£l. as-may be requires te dotem1ine tho tetal assessrnent in the distriet, ana tho arneunt levied 

1 O a§ainst eaeh lot or 13areel ef land set e1313esite the taxable valuation of each property subject to assessment 

11 in the district; or 

12 (d) the total number of lots or parcels subject to equal assessments. 

13 (3) 8-fl Jhe resolution, signed by the mayor and city clerk, 5flali must be kept on file in the office 

14 of the city clerk." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

Section 3. Section 7-12-4333, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-12-43~13. Procedure for resolution for assessment of maintenance costs. ill Saia Except as 

provided in subsection (2), the resolution levying and assessing saie the portion of the cost of maintenance 

and for furnishing electrical current therefor shall must be prepared and certified to in the same manner as 

the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 through 7-12-4330, and the same notice and hearing 5flali must 

be given thereen. This resolution 5flali must be adopted and certified and the assessment collected in the 

same manner,i!-5- nearly as rnav ea, in the ease ef as the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 through 

7-12-4331. 

(2) In the resolution, the city or town council may impose equal assessments on property within 

the district, as provided in 7-12-4324( 1 )(bl, for the cost of maintaining the lights and for furnishing 

electrical current. Equal assessments may be imposed even if the area or taxable valuation option, as 

provided in 7-12-4323. or the frontage option, as provided in 7-12-4324( 1 )(a), has been used to assess 

the cost of the im;tallation of improvements." 

30 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

-· END-

~ -2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 220 

INTRODUCED BY ELLIOTT 

HB0220.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE PROCEDURE FOR ASSESSMENTS AND THE 

5 ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY BE IMPOSED FOR A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT LIGHTING DISTRICT; 

6 ALLOWING A CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 

7 LIGHTING DISTRICT IN EQUAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE COST OF INSTALLATION OF IMPROVEMENTS 

8 OR FOR THE COST OF MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF THE DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 

9 7-12-4324, 7-12-4328, AND 7-12-4333, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 7-12-4324, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-12-4324. Assessment of costs --frontage or equal assessment option. (1) The city council shall 

15 assess the cost of the improvements against the entire district,. The council may assess each lot or parcel 

16 of land within the district bordering or abutting upon the streets wl'lereeA er wl'lereiA where the 

1 7 improvement has been made to bear costs~ 

1 8 J.fil in proportion to the lineal feet abutting or bordering the streets~ 

19 (b) in equal assessments based on the total costs to be assessed in the district. 

20 (2) The council, in its discretion, may~ 

21 J.fil pay tl'le wl'lele fil! or itfl'f i part of the cost of any street, avenue, or alley intersection out of 

22 any funds iA its haAds available for that purpose~ or 

23 illl include tl=te whale fill or itfl'f s!. part of ~~costs witAiA tl'le aFAeuAt of in the assessment 

24 to be paid by the property in the district." 

25 

26 Section 2. Section 7-12-4328, MCA, is amended to read: 

27 "7-12-4328. Resolution to provide for assessment of costs of installation. ( 1) It sl'lall be tl'le auw 

28 ef--#le The city or town council te shall ascertain the cost of installing~ lb.g lighting system and shall, 

29 on or before the first Monday in October, ta i:iass aAd i'iAallv adopt a resolution levying and assessing all 

30 of the property embraced within said the district with all or any portion of the entire cost of installing the 

~11(1, Ler11s1at111e councu 
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same lighting systerQ;-~ eael=t ~ lot or parcel of land in said ~ district -te !!l!.!fil be assessed in 

2 accordance with the method adopted by the city council as provided in 7-12-4321 through 7-12-4324. 

3 (2) AAy sueh For the purposes of determining the total assessment and the amount to be levied 

4 against property in the district, the resolution 5l=¼a!I must contain a list iA ,,,.·l=liel'l sl=lall 13e deseril3ed of 

5 property that includes: 

6 @l eael=l lot or pareel of laAd, eitl=ler the total number of square feet of propert~· eoAtaiAed tl=lereiA 

7 &f each lot or parcel; 

8 1Ql the total number of linear feet of each lot or parcel abutting the improvements~ 

9 .tQ.J. as may t:,e reeiuired to determiAe the total assessmeAt iA tl=le district, aAd ti=le amouAt leYied 

1 O agaiAst eael=l lot or parcel of land set opposite the taxable valuation of each property subject to assessment 

11 in the district; or 

12 (d) the total number of lots or parcels subject to equal assessments. 

13 (3) ~ ThEt resolution, signed by the mayor and city clerk, 5l=¼a!I must be kept on file in the office 

14 of the city clerk. 

15 (4) THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT ADOPTED IN THE RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE MODIFIED 

16 UNLESS APPROVED BY THE OWNERS OF A MAJORITY OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE DISTRICT." 

17 

18 Section 3. Section 7-12-4333, MCA, is amended to read: 

19 "7-12-4333. Procedure for resolution for assessment of maintenance costs. ill Sate Except as 

20 provided in subsection (2). the resolution levying and assessing said~ portion of the cost of maintenance 

21 and for furnishing electrical current tl=lerefor sl=lall must be prepared and certified to in the same manner 

22 as the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 through 7-12-4330, and the same notice and hearing 5l=¼a!I 

23 must be given tl=lereciA. This resolution ~ must be adopted and certified and the assessment collected 

24 in the same manner, as Aearly as ma~· be, iA tl=le ease of il the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 

25 through 7-12-4331. 

26 (2) In the resolution, the city or town council may impose equal assessments on property within 

27 the district, as provided in 7-12-4324(1)1b), for the cost of maintaining the lights and for furnishing 

28 electrical current. Equal assessments may be imposed even if the area or taxable valuation option, as 

29 provided in 7-12-4323, or the frontage option, as provided in 7-12-4324(1 )(al. has been used to assess 

30 the cost of the installation of improvements. 

~na Legislative council 
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(31 THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT ADOPTED IN THE RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE MODIFIED 

2 UNLESS APPROVED BY THE OWNERS OF A MAJORITY OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE DISTRICT." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is effective July 1, 1995. 

5 -END-

~na Legtstatlve council 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 220 

INTRODUCED BY ELLIOTT 

HB0220.03 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE PROCEDURE FOR ASSESSMENTS AND THE 

5 ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY BE IMPOSED FOR A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT LIGHTING DISTRICT; 

6 ALLOWING A CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL TO ASSESS PROPERTY WITHIN A SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 

7 LIGHTING DISTRICT IN EQUAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE COST OF INSTALLATION OF IMPROVEMENTS 

8 OR FOR THE COST OF MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF THE DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 

9 7-12-4324, 7-12-4328, AND 7-12-4333, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 7-12-4324, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "7-12-4324. Assessment of costs -- frontage or equal assessment option. { 1) The city council shall 

15 assess the cost of the improvements against the entire district,. The council may assess each lot or parcel 

16 of land within the district bordering or abutting upon the streets 1,YllereeA er ',YllereiA where the 

17 improvement has been made to bear costs~ 

18 ifil in proportion to the lineal feet abutting or bordering the streets; or 

19 {bl in equal assessments based on the total costs to be assessed in the district. 

20 {2) The council, in its discretion, may~ 

21 ifil pay tile wllele fill or af11f .!! part of the cost of any street, avenue, or alley intersection out of any 

22 funds iA its llaAels available for that purpose;_ or 

23 J.Q1 include tile wllele fill or af11f 2 part of 54:leR the costs witlliA tile aFAeI,rnt ef in the assessment 

24 to be paid by the property in the district." 

25 

26 Section 2. Section 7-12-4328, MCA, is amended to read: 

27 "7-12-4328. Resolution to provide for assessment of costs of installation. {1) It sllall 13e tile el1;ty 

28 ef-t.i:le The city or town council te shall ascertain the cost of installing 54:leR the lighting system and shall, 

29 on or before the first Monday in October, to pass &Rel fiAally adopt a resolution levying and assessing all 

30 of the property embraced within saiEI the district with all or any portion of the entire cost of installing the 

~~na Ler,l•tatlve count:11 
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1 safAe lighting system7~ eeeR Each lot or parcel of land in saiEi the district t& must be assessed in accordance 

2 with the method adopted by the city council as provided in 7-12-4321 through 7-12-4324. 

3 12) AA;' stteA For the purposes of determining the total assessment and the amount to be levied 

4 against property in the district, the resolution ~ must contain a list iA v,•hieh shall tie aeseFil3eel of 

5 property that includes:_ 

6 li!J. eaeh lot eF J'!Oreel ef laAel, eitAer the total number of square feet of J'IF0J'lerty eeAtaiAeel theroiA 

7 eF each lot or parcel; 

8 ih)_ the total number of linear feet of each lot or parcel abutting the improvements~ 

9 ill ae ma•,· eo reqttireel te eletermiAe tAe total assessmeAt iA the aistFiet, anel the amettAt levieel 

1 O a!')aiAst eaeh lat er J'lamel af laAel set 8J'IJ'l8Site the taxable valuation of each property subject to assessment 

11 in the district; or 

12 (dl the total number of lots or parcels subject to equal assessments. 

13 (3) ~ The resolution, signed by the mayor and city clerk, ~ must be kept on file in the office 

14 of the city clerk. 

15 (4) THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT ADOPTED IN THE RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE MODIFIED 

16 IJ~lbl.SS APPROVI.Q IF PROTESTED IN WRITING BY THE OWNERS OF A MAJORITY OF THE PROPERTY 

17 WITHIN THE DISTRICT." 

18 

19 Section 3. Section 7-12-4333, MCA, is amended to read: 

20 "7-12-4333. Procedure for resolution for assessment of maintenance costs. ill Sat& Except as 

21 provided in subsection (2), the resolution levying and assessing saiEi !bg portion of the cost of maintenance 

22 and for furnishing electrical current tAerefer SAall .till!fil be prepared and certified to in the same manner as 

23 the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 through 7-12-4330, and the same notice and hearing~ must 

24 be given tAeFeeA. This resolution~ must be adopted and certified and the assessment collected in the 

25 same manner, as Aearly as may ee, iA tAe ease of £!§. the resolution provided for in 7-12-4328 through 

26 7-12-4331. 

27 (2) In the resolution, the city or town council may impose equal assessments on property within 

28 the district, as provided in 7-12-4324(1 )(bl, for the cost of maintaining the lights and for furnishing 

29 electrical current. Equal assessments may be imposed even if the area or taxable valuation option, as 

30 provided in 7-12-432:l, or the frontage option, as provided in 7-12-4324(1 )ta), has been used to assess 

~na Ht1lslatlve cauncll 
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1 the cost of the installation of improvements. 

2 (3) THE METHOD OF ASSESSMENT ADOPTED IN THE RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE MODIFIED 

3 U~ILESS AFIFIFIQVEE> IF PROTESTED IN WRITING BY THE OWNERS OF A MAJORITY OF THE PROPERTY 

4 WITHIN THE DISTRICT." 

5 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 1995. 

7 -END-

~na 111111s1atl11e council 
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