
54th Legislature LC0063.01 

"cu::,Q. BILL NO. \"lS ,, 

2 INTRODUCED BY lt,1, Ccv, u lt ,R (I<-• ,y-,·, _;,~ 1~ VL-uyi'vtd 
3 BY REQUEST OF THE JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE CHIEF JUSTICE, RATHER THAN THE 

6 GOVERNOR, MAY ASSIGN A DISTRICT JUDGE TO HOLD COURT IN A DISTRICT OTHER THAN THE 

7 JUDGE'S OWN DISTRICT; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A REQUEST BY AN INTERESTED 

8 PERSON; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-5-111 AND 3-5-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

9 EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 3-5-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "3-5-111. District courts presided over by judges of other districts. A judge of the district court 

1 5 of any judicial district may hold the district court in any county of another district tRaR Ris awn at the 

16 request of the judge tR0F00f of the other district or as otherwise provided by law. UpeR tRO ro1:1uest ef tAo 

17 ge,·emer, it is Ris auty to ae so. A district judge shall hold the district court in a county of another district 

18 if so requested by the chief justice. IA eitAor sase tRB The judge holding the court in the other district has 

19 the same power oitAOF iR oourt or eRaA'lbers as a juago tAeroef as within the judge's own district." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 3-5-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "3-5-112. Orser Jrem ge•.·erRer Authority of chief justice. ill U The chief justice may by written 

23 order assign a district judge to hold court in a county of another district if: 

24 ~ for any cause a district court in another district is not or cannot be held in any county by tM 

25 2 judge er juages tRereof or b•t a eistriot juage reEjuestoa by suoR juago er ju egos ta Rola susR sou rt of the 

26 other district or acting for tho other district; or ij 

27 il!J. the business of the court iR BR¥ oeuRty in the other district is not or cannot be dispatched with 

28 reasonable promptness, tRo ge•,omer A'la'/, upeR applieation of anv intorostoe porsen, by an eraor iR 

29 writiRg, roEjuire semo aistriet juago te Aela eeurt iR saia seunty fer susA time as ma;• be speeifiea iR tRe 

30 6f8ef. 
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INTRODUCED BILL 



54th Legislature LC0063.01 

(2) A district judge assigned to another district pµrsuant to subsection (1) shall hold court in the 

2 other district for the time specified in the order." 

3 

4 

5 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

~n• Le11lslatllf• councll 
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BY REQUEST OF THE JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE CHIEF JUSTICE, RATHER THAN THE 

6 GOVERNOR, MAY ASSIGN A DISTRICT JUDGE TO HOLD COURT IN A DISTRICT OTHER THAN THE 

7 JUDGE'S OWN DISTRICT; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A REQUEST BY AN INTERESTED 

8 PERSON; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-5-111 AND 3-5-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

9 EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 3-5-111, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "3-5-111, District courts presided over by judges of other districts. A judge of the district court 

1 5 of any judicial district may hold the district court in any county of another district tl=laA l=lis ewA at the 

16 request of the judge tl=loFOef of the other district or as otherwise provided by law. 61poA tl=le FBflt1est ef tl=le 

17 {!B¥emer, it is Ais et1ty ta ee oe. A district judge shall hold the district court in a county of another district 

18 if so requested by the chief justice. IA eitl=ler ease tl=le The judge holding the court in the other district has 

19 the same power oitl=lor iA 001:1rt er ol=laFAl3ors as a jl:le{le tl=lereef as within the judge's own district." 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 3-5-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "3-5-112. O,der fFefR ge\'BPRe• Authority of chief justice. ill U The chief justice may by written 

23 order assign a district judge to hold court in a county of another district if: 

24 1fil for any cause a district court in another district is not or cannot be held in any county by #½a 

25 .!!. judge er j1:1eges tl=lereof or 13y a eistriet jt1ege ref1t10stee lly st1el=I jt1ege er jt1eges te l=lele st10l=I eot1rt of the 

26 other district or acting for the other district: or if 

27 ill the business of the court iA aAy eet1Aty in the other district is not or cannot be dispatched with 

28 reasonable promptness, tl=le geYemer FAay, t1p0A applieatieA ef aA{ iAterestee porseA, 13y aA ereer iA 

29 ,witiAg, FBE1t1iro seFAe eistriet j1:1ego te l=lele eet1rt iA saie eot1Aty for st1ol=I tiFAe as FAay Ile spoeifiee iA tl=le 

30 9fE!ef. 
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(2) A district iudge assigned to another district pursuant to subsection (1 l shall hold court in the 

2 other district for the time specified in the order." 

3 

4 

5 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-
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1 \.\aus,q, BILL NO. \"lS A 

2 INTRODUCED BY lt,r.l-v,,__.c,d; ,f? (/t .. 1j<,_;.,- l luv:~r;.l~ 
3 BY REQUEST OF THE JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE CHIEF JUSTICE, RATHER THAN THE 

6 GOVERNOR, MAY ASSIGN A DISTRICT JUDGE TO HOLD COURT IN A DISTRICT OTHER THAN THE 

7 JUDGE'S OWN DISTRICT; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A REQUEST BY AN INTERESTED 

8 PERSON; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-5-111 AND 3-5-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

9 EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

10 

1 1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST ATE OF MONT ANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 3-5-111, MCA, is emended to read: 

14 "3-5-111. District courts presided over by judges of other districts. A judge of the district court 

15 of any judicial district may hold the district court in any county of another district tl:leA l:lie ewn at the 

16 request of the judge tllereef of the other district or as otherwise provided by law. Ypen tlle ,eq1:1e6t of tlle 

17 !l•"••ner, it ie Ilia ll1:1tv ta lie ee, A district judge shall hold the district court in a county of another district 

18 if so requested by the chief justice. IA eitl:ler ease tlle The judge holding the court in the other district has 

19 the same power eitl'IBF in ae111Ft er al'leffleare 86 a j111E1111 tl'lareef as within the judge's own district.· 

20 

21 Section 2. Section 3-5-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "3-5-112. OHier tren11ea1er11er Authority of chief jusdce. ill 4# The chief justice may by written 

23 order assign a district judge to hold court in a county of another district if: 

24 J.!l for any cause a district court in another district is not or cannot be held in any county by tl=!e 

25 ! judge er j111ll911 tl'leraef er 8'J' a lli1triat j111!19e F1q1:1eetall &'/ ewe!'! jwll1• er jwll911 ta l'lelll 61:111'1 ee1:1,t of the 

26 other district or acting for the other district; or ~ 

27 .!.l2l. the business of the court iA BA'/ ee1:1ntv in the other district is not or cannot ba dispatched with 

28 reasonable promptness, 1:ha 1er.1a,ner M&'f•, WIIJ&A a1511=1liea1ian af BA'f' iAte,11118 r:,a,aeA, -Y aA erBer iR 

29 wri,iAlh ra11wira saFAa diatFiel j1:181e te hal& eawFt iA aaiEt ae~AW tor eweh ti"'a aa FFIB'J' tJa a11aeifio8 iR the 

30 &HM,, 
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1 (2) A district judge assigned to another district pursuant to subsection (1) shall hold court in the 

2 other district for the time specified in the order." 

3 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act! is effective on passage and approval. 

5 -END-

• 2 • 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 175 

INTRODUCED BY HAGENER, BERGMAN 

HB0175.02 

2 

3 

4 

BY REQUEST OF THE JUDICIAL UNIFICATION AND FINANCE COMMISSION 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE CHIEF JUSTICE, RATHER THAN THE 

6 GOVERNOR, MAY ASSIGN A DISTRICT JUDGE TO HOLD COURT IN A DISTRICT OTHER THAN THE 

7 JUDGE'S OWN DISTRICT; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A REQUEST BY AN INTERESTED 

8 PERSON; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-5-111 AND 3'5-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

9 EFFECTIVE DA TE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

Section 1. Section 3-5-111, MCA, is amended to read: 13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

"3-5-111. District courts presided over by judges of other districts. A judge of the district court 

of any judicial district may hold the district court in any county of another district tl:laA l:lis owA at the 

request of the judge tAoFoof of the other district or as otherwise provided by law. UpoA tAe reEluest of tl:le 

§o~·erAor, it is Ais duty te de se. A district judge shall hold the district court in a county of another district 

if so requested by the chief justice. IA eitl:ler ease tl:le The judge holding the court in the other district has 

the same power eitAer iA eeurt or eAaml3ers as a jud§e thereef as within the judge's own district." 

21 Section 2. Section 3-5-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "3-5-112. OrEler frem geverner Authority of chief justice. ill U The chief justice may by written 

23 order assign a district judge to hold court in a county of another district if: 

24 ifil for any cause a district court in another district is not or cannot be held in any county by #le 

25 2 judge or jud§es tl:lereef er 13y a distriet jud§e re!juestod B'f sueA jud§o or jud§es te l:leld suel:1 eeurt of the 

26 other district or acting for the other district: or i.f. 

27 J.Ql the business of the court in any eeuAt'; in the other district is not or cannot be dispatched with 

28 reasonable promptness, the !leverneF may, upen applieatieA ef aA'f iAterestea persoA, sv aA eraeF iA 

29 .witiR!I, re(juire some Elistriet juEl§e te l:lole eourt iA saie eeuAt'; fer suel:1 time as FAay 13e speeifiea iA tl:le 

30 ~-
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(2) A district judge assigned to another district pursuant to subsection (1) shall hold court in the 

2 other district for the time specified in the order." 

3 

4 

5 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

~na LeQtslattve counett 
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