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2 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE GOVERNING BODY TO SET OFFICE HOURS 

5 FOR COUNTY OFFICES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-181, 7-4-102, 7-4-2211, 7-4-2611, 7-21-3426, 

6 7-21 3452, AND 20-3-204, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 

1 O Section 1. Section 7-3-181 , MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "7-3-181. Conduct of business. (1) Meetings of the study commission~ must be held upon the 

12 call of the ehaiFR18A presiding officer, the i,•iee 0/:iairFRaA vice presiding officer in the absence or inability of 

13 the e/:iaiFRlaA presiding officer, or a majority of the members. The e/:iairRlaA presiding officer shall announce 

14 the time and place of the meetings of the study commission. 

15 (2) The study commission shall maintain a written record of its proceedings and its finances. This 

16 record is open to inspection by aFl'f g person at the office of the study commission during re9ular the office 

17 hours determined by the governing body. 

18 (3) A majority of the members of the study commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction 

19 of business, but He .!!...recommendation of a study commission Ff1Q>f does not have aFl'f legal effect unless 

20 adopted by a majority of the whole number of members of the study commission. 

21 (4) The study commission may adopt rules for its own organization and procedure." 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Section 2. Section 7-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-4-102. Office hours. ( 1) Unless otherwise provided by law, eYef'f each officer shall keep ftis the 

officer's office open for the transaction of business ooAtiAueuslv freFR 8 a.ff\. uAtil ~ p.Rl. during the office 

hours determined by the governing body each day except Saturdays and legal holidays. Ever~• eHioer shall 

l~oep /:lie eOiee epeA at sueh ether tiR10s as tho aeeeR1R1edatieR ef tho puelie er the prepor transaetieA ef 

eusiAoss Fequires. 

(2) County and city treasurers may, in the interest of the safekeeping of funds, securities, and 

records under their control, close their offices during the period from noon to 1 p.m. every day. 

~na ter,tslattve council 
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(31 The governing body of a third-class city or town may establish days and times when municipal 

2 offices are open to conduct business ticlat are different freFR ticle da~·s and tiFRes reeiuired by subseetion 11)." 

3 

4 Section 3. Section 7-4-2211, MCA, is amended to read: 

5 "7-4-2211. County offices. (11 All county officers, except justices of the peace as set forth in 

6 3-10-101, must keep their offices at the county seat. 

7 (2) (al The sheriff, the county clerk, the clerk of the district court, the treasurer, the county 

8 attorney, the county auditor in counties wiclere sueicl in which that officer is maintained, and the county 

9 assessor ff\t:IS4 shall keep their offices open for the transaction of business froFR B a.FR. until 6 p.FR. 

1 O eontinuouslv during the office hours determined by the governing body every day in the year except !fil@_[ 

11 holidays and Saturdays; pFOYidod, A0Wever, ticlat tAe offiees enuFRoratoel ROFein SAall be ,~ept open on 

12 Saturela•(s anel on iclolielavs anel at oticler tiFRes wiclen ticle business ef said effiees reeiuires tAeFR te be lrnpt 

13 ~-

14 (bl This subsection .(115l:lall does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

15 

16 Section 4. Section 7-4-2611, MCA, is amended to read: 

17 "7-4-2611. Role and duties of county clerk and election administrator. (1) The county clerk of aR-1f 

18 2 county is also clerk of the county commissioners and ex officio recorder. Aw; A duty imposed by law 

19 upon ffiffiR the officer,~ whether as county clerk, clerk of the county commissioners, or recorder, 5fia# 

20 must be performed by the county clerk, and any official act performed or certified by the county clerk 5fia# 

21 be)§_ as valid and effectual as if performed and certified te by i=lim-a6 the clerk of the county commissioners 

22 or as the recorder. 

23 (2) The county clerk~ shall: 

24 (a) take charge of and safely keep or dispose of according to law all books, papers, maps, and 

25 records~ that may be filed or deposited in flis the county clerk's office; 

26 (b) record all the proceedings of the board; 

27 (c) make full entries of all its resolutions and decisions on all questions concerning the raising of 

28 money for and the allowance of accounts against the county; 

29 (d) record the vote of each member on aR-lf 2 question upon which there is a division or at the 

30 request of any member present; 

~nyna Ler,lslatl11e Coum:11 
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1 (e) sign all orders made and warrants issued by order of the board for the payment of money and 

2 certify the~ orders and warrants to the county treasurer; 

3 (f) record the reports of the county treasurer of the receipts and disbursements of the county; 

4 (g) preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the board; 

5 (h) preserve and file all petitions and applications for franchises and record the action of the board 

6 triereeR on the petitions and applications; 

7 Ii) record all orders levying taxes; 

8 (j) designate upon e¥ef¥ each account allowed by the board the amount allowed and deliver to any 

9 person who may demand it a certified copy of any record iR Ais eUiee or any account on file trierniR in the 

10 county clerk's office; 

11 lk) as efteR as when a new township is organized or the boundaries of af1¥ 2 township are altered, 

12 immediately make out and transmit to the secretary of state a certified statement of the names and 

13 boundaries aRel trie ee1:1Relaries of afl¥ the township organized or altered; 

14 (I) keep~ other records and books and perform 5t:l8fl other duties as that are prescribed by law 

15 or by rule or order of the board. 

16 13) An election administrator shall file, code, and cross-index all reports and statements filed as 

17 prescribed by the commissioner of political practices. 

18 (4) An election administrator shall make statements and other information filed under the provisions 

19 of Title 13, chapters 35, 36, and 37, iR l=iis effiee available for public inspection and copying during reg1:1lar 

20 the office hours determined by the governing body and make copying facilities available free of charge or 

21 at a charge not to exceed actual cost." 

22 

23 Section 5. Section 7-21-3426, MCA, is amended to read: 

24 "7-21-3426. Organization of board and conduct of business. 11) The board of directors shall meet 

25 at the place of business, established under 7-21-3427, during the month of December of each year and 

26 organize, electing a el=iairRlaR presiding officer, 'f'iee eriairRlaR vice presiding officer, and secretary for the 

27 board. 

28 12) S1:1eri s1:1eseq1:1eRt Subsequent meetings &Aall must be held as may be found necessary for the 

29 conduct of the district fair. 

30 (3) The board of directors shall have power to employ a secretary, whom they may vest' with 

~na Le11ts1attve councn 
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managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may be combined with 

2 that of treasurer. 

3 (4) The board of directors shall see that: 

4 (a) all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

5 (b) proper vouchers evidence all disbursements of money; and 

6 (cl the records are at all rnasaAal3Ie Aa.Jrs open to the public during the office hours determined 

7 by the governing body." 

8 

9 Section 6. Section 7-21-3452, MCA, is amended to read: 

1 O "7-21-3452. Organization of joint fair and civic center commission. ( 11 The members of the county 

11 fair commission and county building commission ~ constitute the joint fair and civic center commission 

12 and shall act as a unified board. 

13 (21 The joint fair and civic center commission shall meet during the month of December of each 

14 year. The commission shall elect a elclairfflaA presiding officer, viee eAairfflaA vice presiding officer, and 

15 secretary for the commission. 

16 (3) Subsequent meetings may be held as necessary for the conduct of the duties outlined in 

17 7-21-3454. 

18 (4) The joint fair and civic center commission slclall Rave l')B'l,'BF ta may employ a secretary, whom 

19 they may vest with managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may 

20 be combined with that of treasurer. 

21 (5) The commission shall ensure that: 

22 (a) all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

23 (bl proper vouchers accompany all disbursements of money; and 

24 (c) the records are open to the public at all r0as0Aal3Ie lcl01:1rs during the office hours determined 

25 by the governing body." 

26 

27 Section 7. Section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

28 "20-3-204. Office hours. ( 1) Except for a part-time county superintendent provided for under 

29 20-3-201 (4), the county superintendent of schools shall, during the office hours determined by the 

30 governing body, keep the office of the county superintendent open freffl 8 a.ffl. t:1Atil e fl.ffl. 0v0ry each day 

~na Ler,1s1atlv. counat 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

when the county superintendent is not engaged in the supervision of schools< except &fl legal holidays and 

&fl Saturdays, JlFBYiEleEI that. However. when the county superintendent has a deputy or clerk, the office 

must be kept open lreAl 8 a.Al. l:IAtil !i Jl.Ffl. BYery during the hours determined by the governing body each 

day except legal holidays and~ Saturdays. The eHiee Ffll:ISt be lrnJ3t eJleA at all tiffles as a1:1siA0ss Alay 

re~tiiFO. 

(21 This section does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

-END-

~na LeglsJatlve Coundl 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 165 

2 INTRODUCED BY STORY 

3 

HB0165.02 

APPROVED BY COM ON 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE GOVERNING BODY TO SET OFFICE HOURS 

5 FOR COUNTY OFFICES BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND WITH THE CONSENT OF ANY 

6 AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-181, 7-4-102, 7-4-2211, 

7 7-4-2611, 7-21-3426, 7-21-3452, AND 20-3-204, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 7-3-181, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "7-3-181. Conduct of business. (1) Meetings of the study commission SfiaH must be held upon 

13 the call of the ehaiFman presiding officer, the .,.iee ehaiFman vice presiding officer in the absence or inability 

14 of the ehaiFman presiding officer, or a majority of the members. The ef:laiFman presiding officer shall 

15 announce the time and place of the meetings of the study commission. 

16 (2) The study commission shall maintain a wrinen record of its proceedings and its finances. This 

1 7 record is open to inspection by aA¥ 2 person at the office of the study commission during Feg1:1laF ~ office 

18 hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY IF 

19 CONSENTED TO BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 

20 (3) A majority of the members of the study commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction 

21 of business, but Re arecommendation of a study commission ma¥ does not have aA¥ legal effect unless 

22 adopted by a majority of the whole number of members of the study commission. 

23 (4) The study commission may adopt rules for its own organization and procedure." 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 7-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "7-4-102. Office hours. (1) Unless otherwise provided by law, 8'r8fV each officer shall keep fli5 

27 the officer's office open for the transaction of business eentin1:1e1:1slv fFem 8 a.m. 1:1ntil 6 p.m. during the 

28 office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY 

29 IF CONSENTED TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER each day except Saturdays and legal 

30 holidays. EveFy eHieer sf:lall lteep his effiee epen at s1:1eh ethcF times as the aeceFRmedatien et the p1:1blie 

~na Legtsla~tve Coundt 
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er the proper traAsaetieA ef 13usiAess reEluires. 

2 (2) County and city treasurers may, in the interest of the safekeeping of funds, securities, and 

3 records under their control. close their offices during the period from noon to 1 p.m. every day. 

4 (3) The governing body of a third-class city or town may establish days and times when municipal 

5 offices are open to conduct business that are siffereAt freFA the sa'(S aAs tiFAes re!luires 13y sul3seetieA 

6 f-1-t," 

7 

8 Section 3. Section 7-4-2211, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "7-4-2211. County offices. (1) All county officers, except justices of the peace as set forth in 

1 0 3-10-101, must keep their offices at the county seat. 

11 12) la) The sheriff, the county clerk, the clerk of the district court. the treasurer, the county 

12 attorney, the county auditor in counties where sueh in which that officer is maintained, and the county 

13 assessor ffittSt shall keep their offices open for the transaction of business freFA 8 a.FA. uAtil e p.FA. 

14 eeAtiAueusly during the office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

15 HEARING AND ONLY IF CONSENTED TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER, every day in 

1 6 the year except legal holidays and Saturdays; previsee, llewever, tllat tile effiees eAuFAerates hereiA shall 

1 7 13e ltept epeA eA Satursa~·s aAs eA helisays aAd at ether tiFAes wlleA tile 13usiAess ef sais effiees re!luires 

18 theFA te 13e lrnpt epeA. 

19 (bl This subsection ill 5flaH does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

20 

21 Section 4. Section 7-4-2611, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "'7-4-2611. Role and duties of county clerk and election administrator. 11) The county clerk of uf1Y 

23 2 county is also clerk of the county commissioners and ex officio recorder. Aft'; 8. duty imposed by law 

24 upon StteR the officer, eith-ef whether as county clerk, clerk of the county commissioners, or recorder, 5flaH 

25 must be performed by the county clerk, and any official act pe,rformed or certified by the county clerk sflill.l 

26 ee i.§. as valid and effectual as if performed and certified t& by ~tllil. clerk of the county commissioners 

2 7 or as the recorder. 

28 (2) The county clerk mttSt shall: 

29 (a) take charge of and safely keep or dispose of according to law all books, papers, maps, and 

30 records~ that may be filed or deposited in flis the county clerk's office; 

~na Ler,tstattve counctt 
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(b) record all the proceedings of the board; 

2 (c) make full entries of all its resolutions and decisions on all questions concerning the raising of 

3 money for and the allowance of accounts against the county; 

4 (d) record the vote of each member on ilRV .i!. question upon which there is a division or at the 

5 request of any member present; 

6 (e) sign all orders made and warrants issued by order of the board for the payment of money and 

7 certify the safRe orders and warrants to the county treasurer; 

8 (f) record the reports of the county treasurer of the receipts and disbursements of the county; 

9 (g) preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the board; 

10 (h) preserve and file all petitions and applications for franchises and record the action of the board 

11 ti'lereon on the petitions and applications; 

1 2 Ii) record all orders levying taxes; 

1 3 (j) designate upon &YePf each account allowed by the board the amount allowed and deliver to any 

1 4 person who may demand it a certified copy of any record in i'lis ettiee or any account on file ti'leFein in the 

1 5 county clerk's office; 

16 (kl as often as when a new township is organized or ~he boundaries of awt 2 township are altered, 

1 7 immediately make out and transmit to the secretary of state a certified statement of the names and 

18 boundaries aml tAe 1301:1nElaries of af!V the township organized or altered; 

19 (I) keep 5tlclt other records and books and perform 5tleft other duties as that are prescribed by law 

20 or by rule or order of the board. 

21 (3) An election administrator shall file, code, and cross-index all reports and statements filed as 

22 prescribed by the commissioner of political practices. 

23 14) An election administrator shall make statements and other information filed under the 

24 provisions of Title 13, chapters 35, 36, and 37, in i'lis office available for public inspection and copying 

25 during re111:1lar 1!J§ office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

26 HEARING and make copying facilities available free of charge or at a charge not to exceed actual cost." 

27 

28 Section 5. Section 7-21 -3426, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "7-21-3426. Organization of board and conduct of business. (1 l The board of directors shall meet 

30 at the place of business, established under 7-21-3427, during the month of December of each year and 

~na Legislative counclt 
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organize, electing a el=lairman presiding officer, viee el=lairman vice presiding officer, and secretary for the 

2 board. 

3 12) SueR subseE1uent Subsequent meetings shall must be held as may be found necessary for the 

4 conduct of the district fair. 

5 (3) The board of directors shall have power to employ a secretary, whom they may vest with 

6 managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may be combined with 

7 that of treasurer. 

8 (4) The board of directors shall see that: 

9 (al all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

10 (bl proper vouchers evidence all disbursements of money; and 

11 le) the records are at all reasonable l=lours open to the public during the office hours determined 

12 by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 

13 

14 Section 6. Section 7-21-3452, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "7-21-3452. Organization of joint fair and civic center commission. ( 11 The members of the county 

16 fair commission and county building commission shall constitute the joint fair and civic center commission 

17 and shall act as a unified board. 

18 (21 The joint fair and civic center commission shall meet during the month of December of each 

19 year. The commission shall elect a elclairman presiding officer, ~·iee el=lairman vice presiding officer, and 

20 secretary for the commission. 

21 (31 Subsequent meetings may be held as necessary for the conduct of the duties outlined in 

22 7-21-3454. 

23 (41 The joint fair and civic center commission slclall l=lave 13ower to may employ a secretary, whom 

24 they may vest with managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may 

2 5 be combined with that of treasurer. 

26 15) The commission shall ensure that: 

2 7 (a) all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

28 (bl proper vouchers accompany all disbursements of money; and 

29 (cl the records are open to the public at all reasonable lclours during the office hours determined 

30 by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 

~na Legtstat/ve count:// 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

Section 7. Section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-3-204. Office hours. (1) Except for a part-time county superintendent provided for under 

20-3-201 (4), the county superintendent of schools shall, during the office hours determined by the 

governing body, keep the office of the county superintendent open iFeffi 8 a.ffi. until 6 p.ffi. e·veFy each 

day when the county superintendent is not engaged in the supervision of schools. except ffil ~ holidays 

and ffil Saturdays, provieee that. However. when the county superintendent has a deputy or clerk, the 

office must be kept open froffi 8 a.ffi. until 6 p.ffi. every during the hours determined by the governing 

body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSENTED TO BY THE COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT, each day except legal holidays and~ Saturdays. The office ffiust be kept epen 

at all tiffies as business ffiay Fel;luire. 

(2) This section does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

-END· 

~na Legislative Council 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 165 

2 INTRODUCED BY STORY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE GOVERNING BODY TO SET OFFICE HOURS 

5 ·FOR COUNTY OFFICES BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND WITH THE CONSENT OF ANY 

6 AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER: AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-181, 7-4-102, 7-4-2211, 

7 7-4-2611, 7-21~3426, 7-21-3452, AND 20-3-204, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 7-3-181, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "7-3-181. Conduct of business. 11) Meetings of the study commission~ mUl1 be held upon 

13 the call of the ehaiFmeA presjding officer. the tJiee ef:laiFmaA vice presiding officer in the absence or inability 

14 of the ef:laiFmaA presiding officer, or a majority of the members. The ehei,meA presiding officer shall 

15 announce the time and place of the meetings of the study commission. 

16 (21 The study commission shall maintain a written record of its proceedings and its finances. This 

1 7 record is open to inspection by 8A'f i person at the office of the study commission during ,e111:1laF I.t!i office 

18 hours determined by the goyerning body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY IF 

1 9 CONSENTED TO BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 

20 (31 A majority of the members of the study commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction 

21 of business, but Re 1.recommendation of a study commission M8Y does not have 8Wf legal effect unless 

22 adopted by a majority of the whole number of members of the study commission. 

23 (41 The study commission may adopt rules for its own organization and procedure.· 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 7-4·102, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "7-4-102. Office hours. (1 l Unless otherwise provided by law, e¥MY ~ officer shall keep Ria 

27 the officer's office open for the transaction of business eeAtiA1:1eual1; #Fem 8 a."1• l:IAtil ti fl.m. during the 

28 office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY 

29 IF CONSENTED TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER each day except Saturdays and legal 

30 holidays. &·,eP( ef:tiee, shall IEee,:i his effiee 8fl8A at sueh etheF times as the aeeemmeaatieA e# tl:le 1J1:1191ie 

~Jin• Lqlslattw cound 
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er the pF019e, traRseetieA ef bldsiness Fequires. 

2 (2) County and city treasurers may, in the interest of the safekeeping of funds, securities, and 

3 records under their control, close their offices during the period from noon to 1 p.m. every day. 

4 (3) The governing body of a third-class city or town may establish days and times when municipal 

5 offices are open to conduct business tl:tat aFe EliffeFeAt fFeRI tl:te elavs aAd tiR1es FeE11:1iFeel e·1 s1:1eseetieA 

6 44-f," 

7 

8 Section 3. Section 7-4-2211, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "7-4-2211. County offices. (1) All county officers, except justices of the peace as set forth in 

1 O 3-10-101, must keep their offices at the county seat. 

11 (2) (a) The sheriff, the county clerk, the clerk of the district court, the treasurer, the county 

12 attorney, the county auditor in counties wl:teFe s1:1el:t in which that officer is maintained, and the county 

13 assessor FIWIR i!:li!! keep their offices open for the transaction of business fFORI 8 a.Fn, 1:1ntil ii p,Fn. 

1 4 eeAtiA1:1eusl•,· during the officl! hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

15 HEARING AND ONLY IF CONSENTEQ TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER. every day in 

16 the year except l!!sl.i! holidays and Saturdays1 PFO¥ieleel, llewe·,•er, tllat tl:te effiees enuFnerateel l:tereiA si'lall 

1 7 be IEept epeA OR Sat1:1rdavs anel an lleliela•1e and at e01eF tiFnes ,,,.,t:ten tile llueinese ef said effiees Fe111:1ires 

18 tl:teFn te lie ltept epeA. 

19 (bl This subsection iZl &N-H d,Qu not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

20 

21 Section 4. Section 7-4-2611, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-4-2611. Role and duties of county clerk and election administrator. ( 1) The county clerk of aA>; 

23 2 county is also clerk of the county commissioners and ex officio recorder. Af/1¥ A duty imposed by law 

24 upon~ !he officer, eitl:lef whether as county clerk, clerk of the county commissioners, or recorder, -&Aall 

25 !!lJ.!.ll be performed by the county clerk, and any official act pe,rformed or certified by the county clerk sl=te# 

26 ee ii as valid and effectual as if performed and certified I& by RiM-a&thi. clerk of the county commissioners 

27 or ae 1hl recorder. 

28 (2) The county clerk MtHlt i!:li!!: 

29 (al take charge of and safely keep or dispose of according to law all books, papers, maps, and 

30 records wh+eR tt!il may be filed or deposited in NS the county clerk's office; 

~~n• ,e11111•tlv• t:ouncll 
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1 (b) record all the proceedings of the board; 

2 (cl make full entries of all its resolutions and decisions on all questions concerning the raising of 

3 money for and the allowance of accounts against the count',!; 

4 (d) record the vote of each member on 8ft¥ i question upon which there is a division or at the 

5 request of any member present; 

6 (el sign all orders made and warrants issued by order of the board for the payment of money and 

7 certify the "'" orders and warrants to the county treasurer; 

8 (f) record the reports of the county treasurer of the receipts and disbursements of the county; 

9 (gl preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the b-oard; 

10 (h) preserve and file all petitions and applications for franchises and record the action of the board 

11 theFeeA on the petitions and applications; 

1 2 (i) record all orders levying taxes; 

13 (j) designate upon 8WPf .u&b. account allowed by the board the amount allowed and deliver to any 

14 person who may demand it a certified copy of any record iA l'lie effiee or any account on file theFeiA i.n.l!ll 

1 5 county clerk's office; 

16 (k) aa ekefl ae wJl!n a new township is organized or ~he boundaries of 8ft¥ i township are altered, 

1 7 immediately make out and transmit to the secretary of state a certified statement of the names and 

1 8 boundaries aAa the lle11AeaFiee of ilft¥ b township organized or altered; 

1 9 (II keep &tteA other records and b-ooks and perform &tteA other duties ee 1h!1 are prescribed by law 

20 or by rule or order of the board. 

21 (3) An election administrator shall file, code, and cross-index all reports and statements filed as 

22 prescribed by the commissioner of political practices. 

23 (4) An election administrator shall make statements and other information filed under the 

24 provisions of Title 13, chapters 35, 36, and 37, iA his e#iee available for public inspection and copying 

25 during F8flular b office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

26 HEARING and make copying facilities available free of charge or at a charge not to exceed actual cost." 

27 

28 Section 5. Section 7-21-3426, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "7-21-3426. Organization of board and conduct of business. ( 1) The board of directors shall meet 

30 at the place of business, established under 7-21-3427, during the month of December of each year and 
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organize, electing a ehaiFFRaR presiqing officer, ¥iee ehairFRaR vice presiqing officer, and secretary for the 

2 board. 

3 121 S1::1el'I sueseQueRt Subseguent meetings~ Jm!.S.1 be held as may be found necessary for the 

4 conduct of the district fair. 

5 131 The board of directors shall have power to employ a secretary, whom they may vest with 

6 managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may be combined with 

7 that of treasurer. 

8 (41 The board of directors shall see that: 

9 (al all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

1 O (bl proper vouchers evidence all disbursements of money; and 

1 1 (cl the records are et all reaseRaele heuFs open to the public <;luring the office hours <;letermined 

12 by the governing boqy BY RESQLUTIQN AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 

13 

14 Section 6. Section 7-21-3452, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "7-21-3452. Organization of joint fair and civic center commission. (1 I The members ofthe county 

1 6 fair commission and county building commission ~ constitute the joint fair and civic center commission 

1 7 and shall act as a unified board. 

1 8 (21 The joint fair and civic center commission shall meet during the month of December of each 

19 year. The commission shall elect a el'lairFRaR presi<;ling officer, ,iea el'lairll'laA vice oresi<;ling officer. and 

20 secretary for the commission. 

21 (31 Subsequent meetings may be held as necessary for the conduct of the duties outlined in 

22 7-21-3454. 

23 (41 The joint fair and civic center commission el'lell t:la·,·e 11ewer to™ employ a secretary, whom 

24 they may vest with managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may 

25 be combined with that of treasurer. 

26 (51 The commission shall ensure that: 

27 (al all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

28 (bl proper vouchers accompany all disbursements of money; and 

29 (cl the records are op.en to the public at ell reaseRaele t:101:1re <;luring the offjQe hours de1ermined 

30 by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 
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1 Section 7. Section 20-3-204, MCA; is amended to read: 

2 "20-3-204. Office hours. (1 l Except for a part-time county superintendent provided for under 

3 20-3-201 (4), the county superintendent of schools shall, during the office hours determined by the 

4 governing body. keep the office of the county superintendent open JreFA 8 a.FA. 1:1Atil Iii 13.FR. e~·er( e.a.£b. 

5 day when the county superintendent is not engaged in the supervision of schools~ except eA 1m holidays 

6 and eA Saturdays, 19reYi!le!l tl'let. However, when the county superintendent has a deputy or clerk, the 

7 office must be kept open Jl:eFA 8 a.FA. 1:1Atil Iii 19.FA. e..,erv durjng the hours determined by the governing 

8 body BY RESOLUTION AFTER . A PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSENTED TO BY . THE COUNTY 

9 SUPERINTENDENT. each day except Jmw holidays and et1ee19t Saturdays. Tl'le eJJiee FA1:1st ee ke19t e1:1eA 

10 at all liFAee as 19t11iAeaa Ma, require. 

11 (21 This section does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan.• 

12 -END-

~!!!,!"• 1.et1tsJat1ve CO&mdl 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 165 

2 INTRODUCED BY STORY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING THE GOVERNING BODY TO SET OFFICE HOURS 

5 FOR COUNTY OFFICES BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND WITH THE CONSENT OF ANY 

6 AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-3-181, 7-4-102, 7-4-2211, 

7 7-4-2611, 7·21-3426, 7-21-3452, AND 20-3-204, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 

11 Section 1. Section 7-3-181, MCA, is amended to read: 

12 "7-3-181. Conduct of business. (1) Meetings of the study commission eA6II !!l.llll be held upon 

13 the call of the ehairFReR presiding officer, the 11iee et:lairFRaR mJ2fesiding officer 1n the absence or inability 

14 of the ehairFRaR presiding officer, or a majority of the members. The et:leirFRaR presiding officer shall 

1 5 announce the time and place of the meetings of the study commission. 

16 (21 The study commission shall maintain a written record of its proceedings and its finances. This 

1 7 record is open to inspection by EIR'f i person at the office of the study commission during relilular lb.§. office 

18 hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY IF 

19 CONSENTED TO BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 

20 (31 A majority of the members of the study commission constitutes a quorum for the transaction 

· 21 of business, but M Lrecommendation of a study commission M8'f does not have EIR'f legal effect unless 

22 adopted by a majority of the whole number of members of the study commission. 

23 (41 The study commission may adopt rules for its own organization and procedure.• 

24 

25 Section 2. Section 7-4-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

26 "7-4-102. Office hours. (1 I Unless otherwise provided by law, eYePf ~ officer shall keep Ale 

27 the officer's office open for the transaction of business eeAtiRueusl•,· treFR 8 a.FR. uRtil e 13.FR. during the 

28 office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND ONLY 

29 IF CONSENTED TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER each day except Saturdays and legal 

30 holidays. Every offieer shall ltee13 his effiee 013eR at sueh otl:ter tirAes as the aeeeFRFReeatieA of the 13uelie 
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er t~e J3reper transaetieA ef t31:1siRees Fe~t:1iFes. 

2 (2) County and city treasurers may, in·the interest of the safekeeping of funds, securities, and 

3 records under their control, close their offices during the period from noon to 1 p.m. every day. 

4 (3) The governing body of a third-class city or town may establish days and times when municipal 

5 offices are open to conduct business tl=lat are eliffereAt frem tl=le ela~·s aAel times requireel bv subseetieA 

6 f-B," 

7 

8 Section 3. Section 7-4-2211, MCA, is amended to read: 

9 "7-4-2211. County offices. (11 All county officers, except justices of the peace as set forth in 

1 O 3-10-101, must keep their offices at the county seat. 

11 (2) (a) The sheriff, the county clerk, the clerk of the district court, the treasurer, the county 

12 anorney, the county auditor in counties wl=lere sueR in which that officer is maintained, and the county 

13 assessor flW6t H!i!! keep their offices open for the transaction of business frem 8 a.m. uAtil Ii "'·"'· 

14 eeAtiAueusly during the office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

15 HEARING AND ONLY IF CONSENTED TO BY ANY AFFECTED ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER, every day in 

16 the year except !iSliJ holidays and Saturdaysi 1;1reYieleel, l=lewa,•er, that the effiees eAuMerates t:lereiA st:iall 

1 7 be l~eJ)t eJ)eA eA Satursays OAS BA heliseve OAS at ether times wheA the busiAess ef sais effiees requires 

1 8 ~he~ ta Be lte1=1t e13eR. 

1 9 (bl This subsection ill st.ell d,ou not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan." 

20 

21 Section 4. Section 7-4-2611, MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "7-4-2611. Role and duties of county clerk and election administrator. (1) The county clerk ofaRV 

23 2 county is also clerk of the county commissioners and ex officio recorder. Af't¥ A duty imposed by law 

24 upon~ 1!lt officer, MMF whether as county clerk, clerk of the county commissioners, or recorder, Mlell 

25 !!ll.!i1 be performed by the county clerk, and any official act pqrformed or certified by the county clerk st.ell 

2 6 ee ii as valid and effectual as if performed and certified t& by RiM-ff. ttlJ. clerk of the county commissioners 

2 7 or oe !hi recorder. 

28 (2) The county clerk Ml:fM H!i!!: 

29 (al take charge of and safely keep or dispose of according to law all books, papers, maps, and 

30 records whieR mm. may be filed or deposited in Ate the county clerk's office; 

~n• Hr,l•l•tln Council 
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(bl record all the proceedings of the board; 

2 (c) make full entries of all its resolutions and decisions on all questions concerning the raising of 

3 money for and the allowance of accounts against the county; 

4 Id) record the vote of each member on 5f1V .a question upon which there is a division or at the 

5 request of any member present; 

6 (el sign all orders made and warrants issued by order of the board for the payment of money and 

7 certify the flafft6 orders and warrants to the county treasurer; 

8 If) record the reports of the county treasurer of the receipts and disbursements of the county; 

9 (g) preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the board; 

1 0 (hl preserve and file all petitions and applications for franchises and record the action of the board 

11 tt:1eFeeR on the petitions and applications: 

12 (i) record all orders levying taxes; 

13 (j) designate upon eYef'I' ~ account allowed by the board the amount allowed and deliver to any 

14 person who may demand it a certified copy of any record iR Rie effiee or any account on file tReFeiR irl.1t!.e. 

1 5 county clerk's office; 

1 6 (kl aa ef.teR ae when a new township is organized or ~he boundaries of &A¥ a township are altered, 

1 7 immediately make out and transmit to the secretary of state a certified statement of the names and 

1 8 boundaries aREI tl'le eeuRElaFies of aAV ~ townshio organized or altered; 

1 9 (II keep et1eA other records and books and perform et1eA other duties e& Ib.it are prescribed by law 

20 or by rule or order of the board. 

21 (3) · An election administrator shall file, code, and cross-index all reports and statements filed as 

22 prescribed by the commissioner of political practices. 

23 (4) An election administrator shall make statements and other information filed under the 

24 provisions of Title 13, chapters 35, 36, and 37, iR his effiee available for public inspection and copying 

25 during Fe111:1lar lbl office hours determined by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC 

26 HEARING and make copying facilities available free of charge or at a charge not to exceed actual cost.• 

27 

28 Section 5. Section 7-21-3426, MCA, is amended to read: 

29 "7-21-3426. Organization of board and conduct of business. (1 I The board of directors shall meet 

30 at the place of business, established under 7-21-3427, during the month of December of each year and 
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organize, electing a ehaimiaA presiding officer, ·, iee ehairfftaA vice presiding officer, and secretary for the 

2 board. 

3 (21 St1eh st11!seQt1eAt Subseguent meetings 9Aall ~beheld as may be found necessary for the 

4 conduct of the district fair. 

5 (31 The board of directors shall have power to employ a secretary, whom they may vest with 

6 managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may be combined with 

7 that of treasurer. 

8 (41 The board of directors shall see that: 

9 (al all records and accounts are properly kept. supervised, and approved; 

1 O (b) proper vouchers evidence all disbursements of money; and 

11 (cl the records are at all reaseAal!le het1rs open to the public during the office hours determined 

12 by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 

13 

14 Section 6. Section 7-21-3452, MCA, is amended to read: 

15 "7-21-3452. Organization of joint fair and civic center commission. (1) The members of the county 

16 fair commission and county building commission 9Aall constitute the joint fair and civic center commission 

17 and shall act as a unified board. 

1 8 (21 The joint fair and civic center commission shall meet during the month of December of each 

19 year. The commission shall elect a ehairfflaA presiding officer, \iee ehairfflaA yjce presiding officer. and 

20 secretary for the commission. 

21 (3) Subsequent meetings may be held as necessary for the conduct of the duties outlined in 

22 7-21-3454. 

23 (4) The joint fair and civic center commission ehall lla•,e 11e·,.,er te liliY employ a secretary, whom 

24 they may vest with managerial powers, and they shall also appoint a treasurer. The office of secretary may 

25 be combined with that of treasurer. 

26 (5) The commission shall ensure that: 

27 (a) all records and accounts are properly kept, supervised, and approved; 

28 (bl proper vouchers accompany all disbursemer:ts of money; and 

29 (cl the records are open to the public at all raaaeAal!le he1:1ra during the office hours determined 

30 by the governing body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING." 
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Section 7. Section 20-3-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 "20-3-204. Office hours. 11) Except for a part-time county superintendent provided for under 

3 20-3-20114), the county superintendent of schools shall, during the office hours determined by the 

4 governing body, keep the office of the county superintendent open ffeffi 8 a.FR. uAtil 6 p.m. every ~tl 

5 day when the county superintendent is not engaged in the supervision of schools, except eA J.ea.ru holidays 

6 and eR Saturdays, pre\i&ee that. However, when the county superintendent has a deputy or clerk, the 

7 office must be kept open froFR 8 a.FR. uAtil Ii p.FR. e•reP,1 during the hours determined by the governing 

8 body BY RESOLUTION AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSENTED TO BY THE COUNTY 

9 SUPERINTENDENT, each day except !§.gj! holidays and~ Saturdays. The ef.1iee FRust be l<ept opeA 

10 at all tiR=toa as BueiAess fflay Feet1:1iFe. 

11 (2) This section does not apply to counties operating under the county manager plan.· 

12 -END-
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