
54th Legislature LC0144.01 

1 \.lcu~e.. BILL NO. \ So 

2 INTRODUCED BY g £1,J.JA _,· {~ •. / 
3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF A YOUTH 

6 PLACEMENT COMMITTEE; REQUIRING A YOUTH PLACEMENT COMMITTEE TO MAKE 

7 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF A YOUTH PRIOR TO COMMITMENT OF THE YOUTH TO THE 

8 DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-525, 41-5-526, AND 41-5-527, MCA; 

9 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 41-5-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "41-5-525. Youth placement committees·· composition. (1) In each judicial district, the department 

15 shall establish a youth placement committee for the purposes ot 

16 @l recommending an appropriate placement of a youth referred to the department under 41-5-403~ 

17 or 

18 (bl recommending available community services or alternative placements whenever a change is 

19 required in the placement of a youth who is currently in the custody of SOFRFRittoa to the department under 

20 41-5-523. 

21 (2) The committee consists of not less than five members, a1313ointoa by the Ele13artrnent, and must 

22 include persons who are knowledgeable about the youth, treatment and placement options, and other 

23 resources appropriate to address the needs of the youth. Members may include: 

24 (a) a re13resentati 1,o representatives of the department; 

25 (b) a representative of a eottnty El013artrnent of 13ttelie welfare the department of social and 

26 rehabilitation services; 

27 (cl a youth probation officer; 

28 (d) a mental health professional; 

29 (e) a representative of a school district located within the boundaries of the judicial district; and 

30 (f) if an Indian child or children are involved, someone, preferably an Indian person, knowledgeable 

~na Legtslattve count:U 
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about Indian culture and family matters. 

(3) Committee members serve without compensation. 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of 41-5-527, the committee may be convened by the 

department or the probation officer of the youth court." 

10 

Section 2. Section 41-5-526, MCA, is amended to read: 

{ 1-5-526. Duties of the youth placement committee. A youth placement committee shall: 

( 1 l review all information relevant to the placement of a youth referred or committed to the 

department; 

(2) consider available resources appropriate to meet the needs of the youth; 

11 (3) consider the treatment recommendations of any professional person who has evaluated the 

12 youth; 

13 (4) consider options for the financial support of the youth: 

14 1fil recommend in writing to the department an appropriate placement for the youth, considering 

15 the age and treatment needs of the youth and the relative costs of care in facilities considered appropriate 

16 for placement. A committee shall consider placement in a licensed facility, at Mountain View school, at Pine 

17 Hills school, or with a parent, other family member, or guardian, except that the youth placement 

18 committee may not substitute its judgment for that of the superintendent of a state youth correctional 

19 facility who has the responsibility for decisions regarding the discharge of a youth from a state youth 

20 correctional facility. 

21 f&l-ifil review temporary and emergency placements as required under 41-5-528; and 

22 ~ill conduct placement reviews as requested by the department." 

23 

24 Section 3. Section 41-5-527, MCA, is amended to read: 

25 "41-5-527. Youth placement committee to submit recommendation to department -- acceptance 

26 or rejection of recommendation by department. ( 1 l Wilen a yeutl'l l'las been FefeFF0el eF een:u~itteel to tile 

27 elepeFtrnent foF plaeeFRent, tile eepertrnent sl'lall netif)' tile apprepriate Prior to commitment of a youth to 

28 the department pursuant to 41-5-523, a youth placement committee must be convened. The committee 

29 shall submit in writing to the department its reeeFRrnenEletien primary and alternative recommendations for 

30 placement of the youth. Tile eernrnittee sl'lall sons e eepy ef tile reeernrnenelatien te H:ie apprepriete ye1:1tl'l 
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19 

eo1:1rt jwdge. 

(2) If the department accepts either of the committee's roeoR1R1ondatien, tho youth R11:1st 13e plaeed 

aeeording to tho roooA1A1endation recommendations, it shall promptly notify the committee in writing. 

13) If the department rejects both of the committee's roeeR1R1enaation recommendations, it shall 

promptly notify the committee in writing of the reasons for rejecting the roeoA1A1enaation. Tho aopartA1ent 

shall send a eopy of tho notioe to the appropriate ;'outh oourt juago recommendations and shall recommend 

another appropriate placement for the youth for consideration by the committee. 

(4) After reeeiving a notiee unaer sul3seotion (a), tho eeA1FAitteo shall sul3FAit in writing te the 

departR1ent a reeeFflFAondation for an altornati¥o plaeeA1ont of the youth. 

(el If the ElepartFflont aeeepts tho eoA1R1itteo's reeoFAFAenelation for alternative plaeeA1ent, the youth 

mwst so plaoed aeeerding te tho reeeA1FAendation. 

(e) If tl=lo dopartA1ent rojeets the SOA1A1ittee's reeoR1A'lendation for alternatiYe f'llaeefflent, the 

def'lartFAent shall proR1ptly netify the eeFAFAitteo in writing of the reasons for rejeeting tho reeoR1R1endatien 

and shall deterFAine an af'lprepriate plaeeR1ent for the •roe:itA. The youth R11:1st ee 13laeee as deterITTined 13y 

tho def'laFtFAent. The youth placement committee shall submit a copy of the final recommendation for 

placement of the youth to the appropriate youth court." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

-END-

~na Leolslatlve coundl 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 150 

INTRODUCED BY AHNER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES 

HB0150.02 

APPROVED BY COM 
ON JUDICIARY 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF A YOUTH 

6 PLACEMENT COMMITTEE; REQUIRING A YOUTH PLACEMENT COMMITTEE TO MAKE 

7 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF A YOUTH PRIOR TO COMMITMENT OF THE YOUTH TO THE 

8 DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-525, 41-5-526, AND 41-5-527, MCA; 

9 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 41-5-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "41-5-525. Youth placement committees-- composition. ( 1) In each judicial district, the department 

1 5 shall establish a youth placement committee for the purposes ot 

16 1fil recommending an appropriate placement of a youth referred to the department under 41-5-403~ 

17 or 

18 (bl recommending available community services or alternative placements whenever a change is 

19 required in the placement of a youth who is currently in the custody of eommitted to the department under 

20 41-5-523. HOWEVER. THE COMMITTEE MAY NOT SUBSTITUTE ITS JUDGMENT FOR THAT OF THE 

21 SUPERINTENDENT OF A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY REGARDING THE DISCHARGE OF A 

22 YOUTH FROM THE FACILITY. 

23 (2) The committee consists of not less than five members, appointee s~• the de13artment, and must 

24 include persons who are knowledgeable about the youth, treatment and placement options, and other 

25 resources appropriate to address the needs of the youth. Members may include: 

26 (a) a represeAtati•;e TWO representatives of the department; 

27 (b) a representative of a eot1nty de13artment of 13t1slie welfare the department of social and 

28 rehabilitation services; 

29 (c) a yot1tl'1 EITHER THE CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER OR THE YOUTH'S probation officer; 

30 (d) a mental health professional; 

~na Leg/stative Coundl 
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(e) a representative of a school district located within the boundaries of the judicial district; aM 

2 (f) if an Indian child or children are involved, someone, preferably an Indian person, knowledgeable 

3 about Indian culture and family matters~ 

4 (G) A PARENT OR GUARDIAN; AND 

5 (H) A YOUTH SERVICES PROVIDER. 

6 13) Committee members serve without compensation0 

7 (4) Notwithstanding the provisions of 41-5-527. the committee may be convened by the 

8 department or the probation officer of the youth court." 

9 

1 O Section 2. Section 41-5-526, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "41-5-526. Duties of the youth placement committee. A youth placement committee shall: 

12 ( 1) review all information relevant to the placement of a youth referred or committed to the 

13 department; 

14 (2) consider available resources appropriate to meet the needs of the youth; 

15 (3) consider the treatment recommendations of any professional person who has evaluated the 

16 youth; 

17 (4) consider options for the financial support of the youth; 

18 1fil recommend in writing to the department an appropriate placement for the youth, considering 

19 the age and treatment needs of the youth and the relative costs of care in facilities considered appropriate 

20 tor placement. A committee shall consider placement in a licensed facility, at MouAtaiA View seheel, at PiAe 

21 1--tills sehool AT A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, or with a parent, other family member, or 

22 guardian, eMeopt that tl=le youtR plaooFAont eoFAFAittoe R'lay Rot substitute its judaR'loAt fer ti'lat ef tho 

23 superiAteAdeAt of a state •routh eorreetioAal faeility who has the res13onsibility for deeisions reaardina the 

24 diseharae of a youth froR'l a state 't'Outh eorreotional fasility. 

25 fe-Hfil review temporary and emergency placements as required under 41-5-528; and 

26 WH.ll conduct placement reviews AT LEAST SEMIANNUALLY AND AT OTHER TIMES as requested 

27 by the department." 

28 

29 

30 

Section 3. Section 41-5-527, MCA, is amended to read: 

"41-5-527. Youth placement committee to submit recommendation to department -- acceptance 

~na Leg/stative counctt 
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or rejection of recommendation by department. ( 1) When a youth has seen referred or oommitted to the 

2 EJepartment for plaoement, the aopartment shall notify the appropriate Prior to commitment of a youth to 

3 the department pursuant to 41-5-523. a youth placement committee must be convened. The committee 

4 shall submit in writing to the department its recommendation primary and alternative recommendations for 

5 placement of the youth. The eommittee shall send a COP'I' of the recommendation to the appropriate youth 

6 oourt juago. 

7 (2) If the department accepts either of the committee's reoommenaation, the youth must be placed 

8 aocereling ts the reeommenelation recommendations, it shall promptly notify the committee in writing. 

9 (3) If the department rejects both of the committee's recommendation recommendations, it shall 

10 promptly notify the committee in writing of the reasons for rejecting the reoommendation. Tho department 

1 1 shall senel a sop;' of the notice to the appropriate youth court judge recommendations and shall recommend 

1 2 another MAKE AN appropriate placement for the youth for consiEJeration b1• the oommittee. 

13 (4) After reeei·,·ing a notice uneler subseetion (6), the eommittee shall submit in writin!l to the 

14 elepartment a recommendation for an alternative placement of the youth. 

1 5 Hi) If the aepartment aceopts the committee's reeommenelation for alternative plaoomont, the youth 

16 must ee plaeed aoeorelin!l to the rocemmenaation. 

17 (e) If the department rejoets the committee's reeommenaation for alternative placement, the 

18 department shall promptly notify the eommittee in writing of the reasens for rejectin!l the reoommenelation 

19 ans shall determine an appropriate plaeement for the youth. The 'fOuth must be placed as determined by 

20 tho Elepartment. The youth 13laooment oommittee shall submit a eopy of the final reoommenaation for 

21 13laoement of the ·routh to the a13propriato youth oourt WITHIN 72 HOURS AFTER MAKING A DECISION 

22 ON A PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE YOUTH COURT 

23 OF THE DECISION AND OF THE PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

26 -END-

~na Legislative Council 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 150 

INTRODUCED BY AHNER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES 

HBOl 50.02 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF A YOUTH 

6 PLACEMENT COMMITTEE; REQUIRING A YOUTH PLACEMENT COMMITTEE TO MAKE 

7 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF A YOUTH PRIOR TO COMMITMENT OF THE YOUTH TO THE 

8 DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-525, 41-5-526, AND 41-5-527, MCA; 

9 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 41-5-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "41-5-525. Youth placement committees -- composition. ( 1) In each judfcial district, the department 

15 shall establish a youth placement committee for the purposes of~ 

16 1fil recommending an appropriate placement of a youth referred to the department under 41-5-403< 

17 or 

18 (b) recommending available community services or alternative placements whenever a change is 

19 required in the placement of a youth who is currently in the custody of eefflfflitted te the department under 

20 41-5-523. HOWEVER, THE COMMITTEE MAY NOT SUBSTITUTE ITS JUDGMENT FOR THAT OF THE 

21 SUPERINTENDENT OF A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY REGARDING THE DISCHARGE OF A 

22 YOUTH FROM THE FACILITY. 

23 (2) The committee consists of not less than five members, a1111eiRted av the de11artffleRt, and must 

24 include persons who are knowledgeable about the youth. treatment and placement options. and other 

25 resources appropriate to address the needs of the youth. Members may include: 

26 (al a re11reseRtative TWO representatives of the department; 

27 (bl a representative of a ee1:1nt~· departfflent ef 111:1elie • .,.,elfare the department of social and 

28 rehabilitation services; 

29 (cl a ye1a1th EITHER THE CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER OR THE YOUTH'S probation officer; 

30 (d) a mental health professional; 

~na L8fl/Sllltlv• coundl 
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(e) a representative of a school district located within the boundaries of the judicial district; af\4 

2 (f) if an Indian child or children are involved, someone, preferably an Indian person, knowledgeable 

3 about Indian culture and family matters~ 

4 (Gl A PARENT OR GUARDIAN; AND 

5 (Hl A YOUTH SERVICES PROVIDER. 

6 (31 Committee members serve without compensation0 

7 (4) Notwithstanding the provisions of 41-5-527, the committee may be convened by the 

8 department or the probation officer of the youth court." 

9 

1 O Section 2. Section 41-5-526, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "41-5-526. Duties of the youth placement committee. A youth placement committee shall: 

1 2 ( 11 review all information relevant to the placement of a youth referred or committed to the 

13 department; 

14 (21 consider available resources appropriate to meet the needs of the youth; 

1 5 (3) consider the treatment recommendations of any professional person who has evaluated the 

16 youth; 

17 (4) consider options for the financial support of the youth; 

18 1fil recommend in writing to the department an appropriate placement for the youth, considering 

19 the age and treatment needs of the youth and the relative costs of care in facilities considered appropriate 

20 for placement. A committee shall consider placement in a licensed facility, at Mot:iAtaiA View seheel, at PiRe 

21 Mills sohool AT A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, or with a parent, other family member, or 

22 guardian, 011eoet that tho 1yet:1th elaoeFReAt eeFRFRittee FRB\' Rat s1:1estit1:1te its jt:illaFRoAt #er that of the 

23 s1::19erintendent ef a otete ye1:Jtl=I eerre&1:ienol i:aoility whe has tl=le reseensihility fer Sooisions regardina the 

24 Sisoharge of a ye1:1tR frerfl a etate 'J'BUth eerreetienal taeility. 

25 f&H.fil review temporary and emergency placements as required under 41-5-528; and 

26 ~ill conduct placement reviews AT LEAST SEMIANNUALLY AND AT OTHER TIMES as requested 

27 by the department." 

28 

Section 3. Section 41-5-527, MCA, is amended to read: 29 

30 "41-5-527. Youth placement committee to submit recommendation to department -- acceptance 

~!!!Jn• Legislative coundl 
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or rejection of recommendation by department. ( 1) When a youth has been FBferreEI or oernrnitteEI te the 

2 EleJ3artrnent fer J;llaeernent, the Ele13artrnent shall netif•,· the aJ313re13riate Prior to commitment of a youth to 

3 the department pursuant to 41-5-523, a youth placement committee must be convened. The committee 

4 shall submit in writing to the department its reooFRFAenaatien primary and alternative recommendations for 

5 placement of the youth. The eernrnitteo shall sens a 00Jl~' of tho roooFRFRenaation to tl=lo aJ3JlFOJ;1riate youth 

6 OOUFt jU8€JB. 

7 (2) If the department accepts either of the committee's roeernFRenaatien, the youth must bo 13laeoEI 

8 aeeeraing to the reeernrnenaation recommendations, it shall promptly notify the committee in writing. 

9 (3) If the department rejects both of the committee's reoornrnonaation recommendations, it shall 

1 O promptly notify the committee in writing of the reasons for rejecting the reeernrnenaation. Tho Ele13artrnent 

1 1 shall sons a eofly of the netioe to tho a1313roJ3riato youth eourt juage rocommendations and shall reeornrnenEI 

12 another MAKE AN appropriate placement for the youth fer eensiaeratien by the eernrnittee. 

1 3 (4) /\ftor roooi, ing a notieo unaor sueseotien (31, the oernFt1ittee shall subFt1it in • ..,.ritin!J ta the 

14 E1013artFt1ent a reoommenaation for an alternatiYe 13laeefllent of tho ·youth. 

15 Iii) If the aeJ3artFRent aeee13ts the oernfllittee's FBBefllfllenElatien fer alternatiYo 13laoel!'lent, the youth 

16 R'lust Be JllaeeEI aeeeraing te the reeofllrnenaatien. 

17 !61 If the aeJ3artFRent rejeets the eernrnittee's reeeR=trnenaation fer alternati¥e Jllaeernent, the 

1 8 aeJ3artrnont shall 13rernJ;)tl•,r netif•,r the eeFArnittee in writing ef the roa&oRs for rojootin§ the roeornrnenaation 

1 9 anEI shall determine an aJ;)Jlrowiate 13laeefflent fer the youth. The yeuth FRust Be fllaoeEI as EleterFRineEI ey 

20 the EleJ;)artFRent. The youth plaeeFRent eeFRrnittee shall subR=tit a eepy of the final reeornrnenaation for 

21 elaeoFRont ef the yeuth te the appF8priate youth eeurt WITHIN 72 HOURS AFTER MAKING A DECISION 

22 ON A PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE YOUTH COURT 

23 OF THE DECISION AND OF THE PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is effective on passage and approval. 

26 -END-

~'!J!n• Le11tstattve Collndf 
- 3 - HB 150 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 13, 1995 

We, your committee on Judiciary having had under consideration 
HB 150 (third reading copy -- blue), respectfully report that HB 
150 be amended as follows and as so ie~d be/conc:::r, in. 

Sicrne{Jvr,£(!,1} JJc,; 
Senator Bruce ppen, Chair 

That such amendments read: 

1. Page 3, line 4. 
Fol lowing: 11 department 11 

Insert: "and to the youth court judge;' 

Or Amd. Coard. 
~Sec.of Senate 

-END-

Senator Carrying Bill 

\.\~\~ 
SENATE 

581357SC.SRF 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 150 

INTRODUCED BY AHNER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES 

HBOl 50.03 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THE COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF A YOUTH 

6 PLACEMENT COMMITTEE; REQUIRING A YOUTH PLACEMENT COMMITTEE TO MAKE 

7 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF A YOUTH PRIOR TO COMMITMENT OF THE YOUTH TO THE 

8 DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 41-5-525, 41-5-526, AND 41-5-527, MCA; 

9 AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 

13 Section 1. Section 41-5-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

14 "41-5-525. Youth placement committees -- composition. ( 1) In each judicial district, the department 

1 5 shall establish a youth placement committee for the purposes ot 

16 .lfil recommending an appropriate placement of a youth referred to the department under 41-5-403~ 

17 or 

18 (bl recommending available community services or alternative placements whenever a change is 

19 required in the placement of a youth who is currently in the custody of oO.R'lR'liUoel to the department under 

20 41-5-523. HOWEVER, THE COMMITTEE MAY NOT SUBSTITUTE ITS JUDGMENT FOR THAT OF THE 

21 SUPERINTENDENT OF A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY REGARDING THE DISCHARGE OF A 

22 YOUTH FROM THE FACILITY. 

23 (2) The committee consists of not less than five members, aJJJJOiAteel by the elel)artR'loAt, and must 

24 include persons who are knowledgeable about the youth, treatment and placement options, and other 

25 resources appropriate to address the needs of the youth. Members may include: 

26 (a) a rel)roseAtativo TWO representatives of the department; 

27 (b) a representative of a eo1:1At'( ele13aHR'lBAt of JJ1:1blio welfare the department of social and 

28 rehabilitation services; 

29 (c) a •ro1:1th EITHER THE CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER OR THE YOUTH'S probation officer; 

30 (d) a mental health professional; 

~na Legislative council 
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(e) a representative of a school district located within the boundaries of the judicial district; aHe 

2 (f) if an Indian child or children are involved, someone, preferably an Indian person, knowledgeable 

3 about Indian culture and family matters~ 

4 (G) A PARENT OR GUARDIAN; AND 

5 (H} A YOUTH SERVICES PROVIDER. 

6 (3) Committee members serve without compensation. 

7 {4) Notwithstanding the provisions of 41-5-527, the committee may be convened by the 

8 department or the probation officer of the youth court." 

9 

1 O Section 2. Section 41-5-526, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 "41-5-526. Duties of the youth placement committee. A youth placement committee shall: 

12 ( 1) review all information relevant to the placement of a youth referred or committed to the 

1 3 department; 

14 (2) consider available resources appropriate to meet the needs of the youth; 

15 (3) consider the treatment recommendations of any professional person who has evaluated the 

16 youth; 

17 (4) consider options for the financial support of the youth; 

1 8 1fil recommend in writing to the department an appropriate placement for the youth, considering 

19 the age and treatment needs of the youth and the relative costs of care in facilities considered appropriate 

20 for placement. A committee shall consider placement in a licensed facility, at M01:1AtaiA View saheel, at PiAe 

21 l-lills seheel AT A STATE YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, or with a parent, other family member, or 

22 guardian, exeeat that the 'r'Bl:lth alaeemeAt eemFAittee ma\' Aet s1:1bstit1:1te its j1:1agn:10At for that ef the 

23 s\claeriAtenaent ef a state y01:1th eerreetienal faeility .,.,.he has the resaensibility fer aeeisiens reaaraing the 

24 discharge ef a ·re1:1th frem a state y01:1th eerreetienal faeility. 

25 ~Hfil review temporary and emergency placements as required under 41-5-528; and 

26 Mill conduct placement reviews AT LEAST SEMIANNUALLY AND AT OTHER TIMES as requested 

27 by the department." 

28 

29 Section 3. Section 41-5-527, MCA, is amended to read: 

30 "41-5-527. Youth placement committee to submit recommendation to department -- acceptance 

~na Legislative councll 
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or rejection of recommendation by department. ( 1) WheA a ,·outh rns 13oeA referred er committed to the 

2 departmeA, for piacemeAt, the departmeAt sJcic1II Aotify the-uWr8flf+ate Prior to commItmem of a youth to 

3 the department pursuant to 41-5-523 a youth placement committee rriust be conve11ed. The committee 

4 shall submit in writing to the department AND TO THE YOUTH COURT JUDGE its recommendation P.!l[nary 

5 and alternative recommendations for placement of the youth. The coffimittee shall srnd a copy of the 

6 recoFnmeAdation to the appropriate •;outh court judge. 

7 (2) If the department accepts either of the committee's rncoA1meAdatioA, the youth must be 13laeed 

8 aocordiAg to tfle-fe€OFAFA0ndatf&H recommendations, it shall promptly notify the committee in writing. 

9 (3) If the department rejects both of the committee's reeoFAFRendation recommendations, It shall 

10 promptly notify the committee in writing of the reasons for rejecting the reeommeAdati{;n. The departmon-t 

11 shell seAd a eo13y of the notiee to the appropriate youth oourt judge recommendations and shall reeoFRFRend 

12 aAether MAKE AN appropriate placement for the youth fer coAsiderati8fl::::8V::::the coFRmittee. 

13 (4) After roeeiviAg a ne-tiGe under subseetioA {3), the eommittee &hall subFAit in~ 

14 departFRent a reeemFAendatioA for an alterneti110 placeFReAt of the youth. 

15 (6) If the departffl 9At aooepts tl:!e eoFAmittoe's rocommeAdatioA for al!ernati.,,o plaeerReAt, ttle youth 

16 must be placed aceordiAg to the roeOFAFAendatien. 

17 (61 if the department rejeets the eo1'RFAittee's reeoFRFReAdatioA for alternative plaeeFAent. the 

18 departFAent sl:!all promptly notify tho CBFRFAittee iA writing of tho reasoAs for rejeetiAg the reeOFAFAendation 

19 and shall deterFRine an appropriate plaaeFReAt fer the youth, Tho yeutA FRust be plaood as deterFRiAed by 

20 the departmeAt. THO y·outA slaeernent eornfflittee shall submit a cow; ef tl:!e final recommendatioA for 

21 slasement et tRe youtR to tRe appropriate youtR eourt WITHIN 72 HOURS AFTER MAKING A DECISION 

22 ON A PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE YOUTH COURT 

23 OF THE DECISION AND OF THE PLACEMENT OR CHANGE OF PLACEMENT." 

24 

25 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

26 -END-

~na Legfsfatfve Councfl 
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