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INTRODUCED BY /' vsrs .{/’/,‘7," S

el

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING ENGINEERING DOCTORATE DEGREE GRADUATES
WITH 4 YEARS' EXPERIENCE TO TAKE THE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING EXAMINATION; ADDING
CONTINUING EDUCATION OR OTHER OPTIONS TO CONTINUED PRACTICE IN ENGINEERING OR LAND
SURVEYING AS CRITERIA FOR BIENNIAL REGISTRATION RENEWAL; ALLOWING CIVIL PENALTIES FOR
UNLICENSED PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING ORLAND SURVEYING; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-67-306,
37-67-315, AND 37-67-332, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE GF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 37-67-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-306. Qualifications of applicant for registration as professional engineer. The following is
considered minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant is qualified for registration as a
professional engineer:

{1} Agraduate of an engineering or engineering technology curriculum of 4 years or more approved
by the board as being of satisfactory standing, with a specific record of an additional 4 years or more of
progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board
that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering, shak must be admitted to an 8-hour written
examination in the fundamentals of engineering and an 8-hour written examination in the principles and
practices of engineering. Upon passing sdeh the examinations, the applicant shal must be granted a
certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided-be if the applicant is otherwise
qualified.

{2) A graduate of a related science curriculum of 4 years or more, other than engineering or
engineering technology, with a specific record of 8 years or more of progressive experience on engineering
projects of a grade and character whish that indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to
practice engineering, may be admitted to an 8-hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering

and an B-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sueh the
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examinations, the applicant shall must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this
state prowvided-he if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

(3) A graduate of an engineering or related science curriculum of 4 years or more with a specific
record of 20 years or more of progressive experience on engineering projects, of which at least 10 years
have been in charge of important engineering projects, of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the
board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering shat must be admitted to an 8-hour
written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sueh the examination, the
applicant shall must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided-he
if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

(4) Ernginecering—teaching Teaching engineering in a college or university offering an approved

engineering curriculum of 4 years or more may be considered as engineering experience in these
requirements prewided if research, product development, or consulting has been a concurrent activity.

(5) A person who holds a doctorate degree in enqgineering fream an institution with an engineering

program approved by the board and the engineering accreditation commission of the accreditation board

for engineering and technology or the Canadian engineering accreditation board and who provides a specific

record of at least 4 yvears of progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character that

indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering must be admitted to an

8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing the examination,

the applicant must be issued a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state if the applicant

is otherwise qualified.”

Section 2, Section 37-67-315, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-315. Biennial renewal -- fee - statement of competency. (1) Certificates of registration
expire every second year on the date established by rule of the department and become invalid on that date
unless renewed. The department shall notify every gach person registered under this chapter of the date
of the expiration of his the person’s certificate and the amount of the fee required for its renewal for 2

years. This notice shall must be mailed at least T month in advance of the date of the expiration of the

certificate. Renewal may be made prior to the expiration date by the payment of a fee as set by the board
for either a professional engineer or professional land surveyor. For renewal of a dual license as both a

professional engineer and professional land surveyor, the fee shalt must be set by the board.
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(2) Ne A certificate may ngt be renewed unless the registrant submits a statement to the effect
and the board is satisfied that he the registrant has maintained competency by:
{a} the continued practice of engineering or land surveying; ef and

(b} engaging in other activities, such as continuing education, that provide for the maintenance of

competency as if prescribed by board rule.

{3} Failure on the part of a registrant to renew his the certificate biennially prior to the expiration
date does not deprive kim the registrant of the right of renewal; however, a registrant who fails to pay the
renewal fee for an additional year of the hiennium shal-be is considered a new applicant and is required
to submit a new application.

{41 The fee for any registrant who fails to renew kis the certificate prior to the expiration date shal
must be increased by an amount not to exceed 50% of hkis the renewal fee. Renewal may not be

completed until all fees are paid."

Section 3. Section 37-67-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-332. Violations -- penalties - enforcement. (1) (a} A person cogmmits a criminal offense

whe if the person knowingly:

{i) practices or offers to practice engineering or land surveying in this state without being registered
under this chapter; era-person

lii) presenting-or-attempting—to—use—as—his—own presents or attempts to use the certificate of
registration or the seal of another person; era-persenr-whe

liii) gives false or forged evidence to the board or department in obtaining a certificate of
registration; era-perser—whofalsoly

(iv] impersonates another registrant; eapersar—whe

{v] attempts to use an expired, revoked, or emeritus certificate of registration; or a-perser—whe

{vi} vioiates a _provision of this chapter is—guity-ofa-risdermeanerand.

{b) A person convicted under subsection (1}{a} shall on conviction be fined not less than $100 or

more than $500 or iprsensed be incargerated in the county {ail for a period not exceeding 3 months, or
both.
{2) All officers of the law of this state or @ one of its political subdivisien-theread subdivisions shall

enforce this chapter and prosecute persons violating it. The attorney general shall act as legal adviser of
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the board and render legal assistance necessary in carrying out this chapter.

{3) The board may enter an order assessing a civil penalty not to exceed $5.,000 against a person,

firm, partnership, or corporation found by the board to have:

{a) engaqged in the practice of or offer to practice engineering or 1and surveying in this state without

being registered in accordance with the provisions of this part;

{b) used the words "engineer", "engineering”, "land surveyor”, or "land surveying” or any

madification or derivation of these words in its name or form of business activity, except as authorized in

this part;

{c) presented or attempted to use the certificate of reqistration or the seal of another registered

engineer or registered tand surveyor:

{d) given false or forged evidence of any kind to any board member in obtaining or attempting to

obtain a certificate of registration;

{e) impersonated any other registered engineer or registered fand surveyor; or

{f)_used or attempted to use an expired, suspended, revoked, or false certificate of reqgistration.

(4) Each day of continued violation of subsection (3] is a separate viclation.

(5) In determining the amount of civil penalty to be assessed under this section, the board may

consider the following:

{a) whether the amount imposed will deter the violation:

(b} the circumstances leading to the violation;

(c). the severity of the violation and the risk ¢f harm to the public;

(d) the economic benefits gained by the viclator as a result of noncompliance; and

(e] the interest of the public.

(B] Before issuing an order under this section, the board shall provide the person written notice and

the opportunity te reguest, within 30 days of a notice issued by the hoard, a hearing on the record.

{7} The board may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the

disclosure of evidence and may request the attorney general to bring an action to enforce a subpoena.

(8! A person penalized under this section may appeal to the district court.

(9) An order, not paid within 30 days of entry, mav be enforced in the same manner as a district

court money judgment.”

-END-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note for HBQ147, as introduced

DESCRIPTION QF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act allowing engineering doctorate degree graduates with 4 years’ experience to take
the professional engineering examination; adding continuing education or other options to
continued practice in engineering or land surveying as criteria for biennial registration
renewal; allowing civil penalties for unlicensed practice of engineering or land
surveying.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Continuing education requirements will be implemented on July 1, 1998 by the Board
of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors.

2, There will be 5 contested unlicensed practice case proceedings in each year of the
1997 biennium, at a cost of $750 per case.

3. Department of Commerce, POL Bureau staff will conduct the investigations and
prosecutions of the.

4, The average ¢ivil penalty of $750 will be assessed per case,

FISCAL IMPACT:

FY9e FY97

Difference Difference
Expenditures:
Operating Expenses 3,750 3,7s¢
State Special Revenue (02) 3,750 3,750
Revenues:
Civil Penalties (02) 1,750 3,750
Net Impact:
State Special Revenue (02) 0 0

LONG -RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
The Board of Prcfessional Engineers and Land Surveyors’ operating expenses will increase
in the 1999 biennium when continuing education reguirements are implemented.

Q&:&TL@ LAY )%»”df/z/m

DAVID LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR  DATE DANIEL MCGEE, PRIydRY‘ﬁONSOR
Cffice of Budget and Program Planning

Figcal Note for HB01l47, as introduced

H8 197




STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE

Figcal Note for HBO147, third reading

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: &An act allowing engineering doctorate degree graduates
with 4 years’ experience to take the professicnal engineering examination; adding continuing
education or cther cptions to continued practice in engineering or land surveying as criteria
for biennial registration renewal,; and providing for injunctive relief against the unlicensed
practice cf engineering or land surveying.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. There is no fiscal impact as a result of changes to Section 1, qualification of
applicant for registration as professional engineer.

2. The bill, as amended in Section 2 will not have a fiscal impact in the 1997 biennium.

The Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors will not implement the
continuing education program until July 1, 1998.

3, The legal and investigative unit within the POL Bureau, Department of Commerce, will
be responsible for the investigation and enforcement of Section 3. There will not be
a fiscal impact as a result of changes to this section of the bill.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None in the 1997 biennium.

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

The Board of Professicnal Engineers and Land Surveyors' operating expenses will incresasz in
the 1999 biennium when continuing education requirements are implemented.

P '] Y ey
3-2-¢f3 -/ ,47///7
v 2
DAVE-LEWIS, BUDGET DIRECTOR™ DATE DANTEL, MCGEE, yﬁIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HB0147, third readin
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON BUSINESS AND LABOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 147
INTRODUCED BY MCGEE
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING ENGINEERING DOCTORATE DEGREE GRADUATES
WITH 4 YEARS' EXPERIENCE TO TAKE THE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING EXAMINATION; ADDING
CONTINUING ERUCATION OR OTHER OPTIONS TO CONTINUED PRACTICE IN ENGINEERING OR LAND
SURVEYING AS CRITERIA FOR BIENNIAL REGISTRATION RENEWAL; AHECVNGGIVIL PENALTIES-RFOR
UNHGENSED-RRACHGEORENGINEERING ORLEAMND-SURVEYING: AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-67-308,
37-67-315, AND 37-67-332, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 37-67-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-306. Qualifications of applicant for registration as professional engineer. The following is
considered minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant is qualified for registration as a
professional engineer:

{1) A graduate of an engineering or engineering technology curriculum of 4 years or more approved
by the board as being of satisfactory standing, with a specific record of an additional 4 years or more of
progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board
that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering, shaH must be admitted to an B-hour written
examination in the fundamentals of engineering and an 8-hour written examination in the principles and
practices of engineering. Upon passing sush the examinations, the applicant shall must be granted a
certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state prewided—he if the applicant is otherwise
qualitfied.

{2) A graduate of a related science curriculum of 4 years or more, other than engineering or
engineering technology, with a specific record of 8 years or more of progressive experience on engineering
projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to
practice engineering, may be admitted to an 8-hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering

and an 8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing saeh the

-1- HB 147
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examinations, the applicant shall must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this
state previded-he if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

{3) A graduate of an engineering or retated science curriéulum of 4 years or more with a specific
record of 20 years or mare of progressive experience on engineering projects, of which at least 10 vears
kave been in charge of important engineering projects, of a Qrade and character whiehk that indicate to the
board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering shall must be admitted to an 8-hour
written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sueh the examination, the
applicant shalt must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided-he
if the applicant is otherwise quaiified.

(4) Engineerirg—teaching Teaching enqineering in a college or university offering an approved

engineering curriculum of 4 years or more may be considered as engineering experience in these
requirements provided if research, product development, or consulting has been a concurrent activity.

{5} A person who holds a doctorate degree in engineering from an institution with an engineering

program approved by the board and the engineering accreditation commission of the accreditation board

for engineering and technology or the Canadian enqgineering accreditation board and who provides a specific

record of at least 4 vears of progressive experience on engineering proiects of a grade and character that

indicate to the board that the appiicant may be competent to practice engineering must be admitted to an

8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing the examination,

the applicant must be issued a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state if the appiicant

is otherwise gualified.”

Section 2. Section 37-67-315, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-315. Biennial renewal -- fee -- statement of competency. (1} Certificates of registration
expire every second year on the date established by rule of the department and become invalid on that date
unless renewed. The department shall notify every gach person registered under this chapter of the date
of the expiraticn of his the person’s certificate and the amount of the fee required for its renewal for 2
years. This notice shall must be mailed at least 1 month in advance of the date of the expiration of the
certificate. Renewal may be made prior to the expiration date by the payment of a fee as set by the board
for either a professional engineer or professional land surveyor. For renewal of a dual license as both a

professional engineer and professional land surveyor, the fee ehal must be set by the board.

2. HB 147
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(2} Ne A certificate may not be renewed unless the registrant submits a statement to the effect
and the board is satisfied that ke the registrant has maintained competency by:
{a) the continued practice of engineering or land surveying; e+ and

{b) engaging in other activities-sueh-as-contivuing-education; that provide for the maintenance of

competency as if prescribed by board rule, SUCH AS CONTINUING EDUCATION, WHICH MAY REQUIRE

UPTO 15 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS AS PRESCRIBED BY BOARD RULE AND IS GENERALLY

PATTERNED AFTER THE MODEL RULES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERING

AND SURVEYING.

(3} Failure on the part of a registrant to renew his the certificate hiennially prior to the expiration
date does not deprive hima the registrant of the right of renewal; however, a registrant whao fails to pay the
renewai fee for an additional year of the biennium shal-be is considered a new applicant and is required
to submit a new application.

{4} The fee for any registrant who fails to renew his the certificate prior to the expiration date shal

must be increased by an amount not to exceed 50% of his the renewal fee. Renewal may not be

compieted until all fees are paid.”

Section 3. Section 37-67-332, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"37-67-332. Violations -- penalties -- enforcement. (1) (a} A person commits a criminal offense

whoe if the person knowingly:

(i} practices or offers 1o practice engineering or land surveying in this state without being registered
under this chapter; e~a-persen

{ii) presenting—ef—attormpting—te—uso—as—his—ewh presents or attempts to use the certificate of
registration or the seal of another person; era-persen-who

{iii) gives false or forged evidence to the board or department in obtaining a certificate of
registration; e—a-person—whe-talsely

{iv] impersonates another registrant; era-perserwho

{v) attempts to use an expired, revoked, or emeritus certificate of registration; or a-persen-whe

{vi) violates a provision of this chapter is—guity-ofarisdemeanotand.

(b) A person convicted under subsection {1){a) shall on conviction be fined not less than $100 or

more than $500 or imprisened be incarcerated in the county jail for a period not exceeding 3 months, or

-3 - HB 147
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2 (2) All officers of the law of this state or a gne of its political subdivision-thergef subdivisions shall
3 enforce this chapter and prosecute persons violating it. The attorney general shall act as legal adviser of
4 the board and render legal assistance necessary in carrying out this chapter.

(8}
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'HOUSE BILL NO. 147
INTRODUCED BY MCGEE
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING ENGINEERING DOCTORATE DEGREE GRADUATES
WITH 4 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE TO TAKE THE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING EXAMINATION; ADDING
CONTINUING EDUCATION OR OTHER OPTIONS TO CONTINUED PRACTICE IN ENGINEERING OR LAND
SURVEYING AS CRITERIA FOR BIENNIAL REGISTRATION RENEWAL; ALLOWING-CRAL-RENALTES-FOR
EHHHGENSEB—PRAGHGE—QF—ENGJNEER&NG—QH—EAND—SUWW&NG% PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF
AGAINST THE UNLICENSED PBACTICE OF ENGINEERING OR LAND SURVEYING; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 37-67-306, 37-67-315, AND 37-67-332, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 37-67-306, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-306. Qualifications of applicant for registration as professional engineer. The following is
considered minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant is qualified for registration as a
professional engineer:

{1} A graduate of an engineering or engineering technology curriculum of 4 years or more approvéd
by the board as being of satisfactory standing, with a specific record of an additional 4 years or mere of
progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board
that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering, shallt must be admitted to an 8-hour written
examination in the fundamentals of engineering and an 8-hour written examination in the principles and
practices of engineering. Upon passing sdehk the examinations, the applicant shat must be granted a

certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided—he if the applicant is otherwise

qualified.

{2} A graduate of a related science curriculum of 4 years or more, other than engineering or
engineering technology, with a specific record of 8 years or more of progressive experience on engineering
projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to

practice engineering, may be admitted to an 8-hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering

-1- HB 147
Montana Leglslative Council THIRD READING
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and an 8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sweh the
examinations, the applicant shalt must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this
state provided-he if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

{3) A graduate of an engineering or related science curriculum of 4 years or more with a specific
record of 20 years or more of progressive experience on engineering projects, of which at least 10 years
have been in charge of important engineering projects, of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the
board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering ska#t must be admitted to an 8-hour
written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sweh the examination, the

applicant shalt must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided-he

if the_applicant is otherwise qualified.
{4) Engineerirg-teaeching Teaching engineering in a college or university offering an approved
engineering curriculum of 4 years or more may be cansidered as engineering experience in these

requirements previded if research, product development, or consulting has been a concurrent activity.

(6} A person who holds a doctorate degree in enqineering from an institution with an engineering

program approved by the board and the engineering accreditation commission of the accreditation board

for engineering and technology or the Canadian engineering accreditation board and who provides a specific

record of at least 4 years of progressive experience on gngineering projects of a grade and character that

indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering must be admitted to an
8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing the examination,

- the applicant must be issued a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state if the applicant

is otherwise gualified."

Section 2. Section 37-67-315, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-315. Biennial renewal -- fee -- statement of competency. (1) Certificates of registration
expire every second year on the date established by rule of the department and become invalid on that date
uniess (enewed. The department shall notify every gach person registered under this chapter of the date
of the expiration of ks the person’s certificate and the amount of the fee required for its renewal for 2
years. This notice shall must be mailed at least 1 month in advance of the date of the expiration of the
certificate. Renewal may be made prior to the expiration date by the payment of a fee as set by the board

for either a professional engineer or professional land surveyor. For renewal of a dual license as both a

-2- HB 147
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professional engineer and professional land surveyor, the fee shall must be set by the board.

{2) Ne A certificate may not be renewed unless the registrant submits a statement to the effect
and the board is satisfied that ke the registrant has maintained competency by:

(a) the continued practice of engineering or land surveying; ef and

{b} engaging in other activitiessueh-as-centinuing-educatien; that provide for the maintenance of
competency as if prescribed by board rule, SUCH AS CONTINUING EDUCATION, WHICH MAY REQUIRE
UPTO 15 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS AS PRESCRIBED BY BOARD RULE AND IS GENERALLY

PATTERNED AFTER THE MODEL RULES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERING

AND SURVEYING.

-(3] Failure on the part of a registrant to renew his the certificate biennially priar to the expiration
date does not deprive hif the registrant of the right of renewal; however, a registrant who fails to pay the
renewal fee for an additional year of the biennium shall-be is considered a new applicant and is required
to submit a new application.

{4) The fee for any registrant who fails to renew his th_e certificate prior to the expiration date sha#
must be increased by an amount not to exceed 50% of kis the renewal fee. Renewal may not be

completed until all fees are paid.”

Section 3. Section 37-67-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-332. Violations -- penalties -- enforcement. (1} (a} A person commits a criminal offense

whe if the person knowingly:

{i) practices or offers to practice engineering or land surveying in this state without being registered
under this chapter; eraporson

{ii} presenting—er—attempting—te—use—as—his—own presents or attempts to use the certificate of
registration or the seal of another person; era-persep-whe

(it} gives false or forged evidence to the board or department in obtaining a certificate of
registration; era-persop-wheo-talsely

{iv) impersonates another registrant; era-person-who

{v) attempts to use an expired, revoked, or emeritus certificate of registration; or a-persen-whe

{vi} violates a provision of this chapter is—guilty-of-a-rrisdemeancrand,

b} A person convicted under subsection {1){a) shall on conviction be fined not less than $100 or

-3- HB 147
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more than $500 or imprisened be incarcerated in the county jail for a period not exceeding 3 months, or

both.
(2} All officers of the law of this state or a one of its political subdivisientherees subdivisions shall

enforce this chapter and prosecute persons violating it. The attorney general shall act as lega! adviser of

the board and render legal assistance necessary in carrying out this chapter.

(3) THE BOARD MAY APPLY TO THE APPROPRIATE COURT FOR AN INJUNCTION AGAINST A

PERSON FOUND BY THE BOARD TO HAVE PRACTICED OR ATTEMPTED OR OFFERED TO PRACTICE

ENGINEERING ORLAND SURVEYING INTHIS STATEWITHOUT AVALID CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION.

{4) IF_A PERSON VIOLATES AN INJUNCTION AGAINST PRACTICE WITHOUT A VALID

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION, THE COURT MAY IMPOSE A FINE IN AN AMGOUNT NOT TO EXCEED

$25,000.

-4 - HB 147
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HOUSE BILL NO. 147
INTRODUCED BY MCGEE
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING ENGINEERING DOCTORATE DEGREE GRADUATES
WITH 4 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE TO TAKE THE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING EXAMINATION; ADDING
CONTINUING EDUCATION OR OTHER OPTIONS TO CONTINUED PRACTICE IN ENGINEERING OR LAND
SURVEYING AS CRITERIA FOR BIENNIAL REGISTRATION RENEWAL; ALLOWANG GRALRENALTIES-FOR
UNLIGENSED-RRAGHGE-GR-ENGINEERING-OR-LAND-SURVEYING: PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

AGAINST THE UNLICENSED PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING OR LAND SURVEYING; AND AMENDING

SECTIONS 37-67-306, 37-67-315, AND 37-67-332, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 37-67-306, MCA, is amended 1o read:

"37-67-306. Qualifications of applicant for registration as professional engineer. The following is
considered minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that the applicant is qualified for registration as a
professional engineer:

{1) A graduate of an engineering or engineering technology curriculum of 4 years or more approved
by the board as being of satisfactory standing, with a specific record of an additional 4 years or more of
progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board
that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering, shall must be admitted to an 8-hour written
examination in the fundamentals of engineering and an 8-hour written examination in the principies and

practices of engineering. Upon passing sdeh the examinations, the applicant shkalt must be granted a

certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state prewided—he if the applicant is otherwise
qualitied.

(2) A graduate of a related science curriculum of 4 years or more, other than engineering or
enéineering techﬁology, with a specific record of 8 years or more of progressive experience on engineering
projects of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to

practice engineering, may be admitted to an 8-hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering
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and an B-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing suer the
examinations, the applicant ska# must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this
state prowided-he if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

{3) A graduate of an engineering or related science curriculum of 4 years or more with a specific
record of 20 years or more of progressive experience on engineering projects, of which at least 10 years
have been in charge of important engineering projects, of a grade and character whieh that indicate to the
boarg that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering shall must be admitted to an 8-hour
written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing sweh the examination, the
applicant shal must be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering in this state provided-he
if the applicant is otherwise qualified.

(4) Engineering—teaehing Teaching engineering in a college or university offering an approved

engineering curriculum of 4 years or more may be considered as engineering experience in these
requirements prowided if research, product develapment, or consuiting has been a concurrent activity.

{65) A person who holds a doctorate deqree in engineering from an institution with an engineering

program approved by the board and the engineering accreditation commission of the accreditation board

for engineering and technology or the Canadian engineering accreditation board and who provides a specific

record of at least 4 yvears of progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character that

indicate to the board that the applicant may be competent to practice engineering must be admitted to an

8-hour written examination in the principles and practices of engineering. Upon passing the examination,

the applicant must be issued a certificate of reqistration to practice engineering in this state if the applicant

is otherwise qualified."”

Saction 2. Section 37-67-315, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-315. Biennial renewal -- fae -- statement of competency. (1) Certificates of registration
expire every second year on the date established by rule of the department and become invalid on that date
unless renewed. The department shall notify every each persan registered under this chapter of the date
of the expiration of his the person’s certificate and the amount of the fee required for its renewal for 2

years, This notice shalt must be mailed at least 1 month in advance of the date of the expiration of the

certificate. Renewal may be made prior to the expiration date by the payment of a fee as set by the board

for either a professional engineer or professional land surveyor. For renewal of a dual license as both a
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professional engineer and professional land surveyor, the fee shall must be set by the board.

{2) Me A certificate may not be renewed unless the registrant submits a statement to the effect
and the board is satisfied that ke the registrant has maintained competency by:

{a) the continued practice of engineering or land surveying; ef and

{b} engaging in other activities—sueh-as-continuing-oducation: that provide for the maintenance of
competency as if prescribed by board rule, SUCH AS CONTINUING EDUCATION, WHICH MAY REQUIRE

UPTO 15 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS AS PRESCRIBED BY BOARD RULE AND IS GENERALLY

PATTERNED AFTER THE MODEL RULES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERING

AND SURVEYING.

(3) Failure on the part of a registrant to renew his the certificate bienniaily prior to the expiration
date does not deprive & the registrant of the right of renewal; however, a registrant who fails to pay the
renewal fee for an additional year of the biennium shailbe is considered a new applicant and is required
to s::hmit a new application.

(4) The fee for any registrant who fails to renew histh_e certificate prior to the expiration date shal
must be increased by an amount not to exceed 50% of his the renewal fee. Renewal may not be

completed until all fees are paid.”

Section 3. Section 37-67-332, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-67-332. Violations -- penalties -- enforcement. (1} (a) A person commits a criminal offense

whe if the person knowingly:

(i} practices or offers to practice engineering or land surveying in this state without being registered
under this chapter; era-person

(i) presenting—or—attempting—to—use—oas—his—awn presents or attempts to use the certificate of
registration or the seal of another person; e+a-persen-whe

{iii} gives false or forged evidence tc the board or department in obtaining a certificate of
registration; e—apersen-who-falsoly
{iv] impersanates another registrant; era-persea-whe

{v] attempts to use an expired, revoked, or emeritus certificate of registration; or a-perser—whe

{vi] violates a provision of this chapter is-guilty-ei-a-risdermeanerand.

b) A person convicted under subsection (1){a) shall on conviction be fined not less than $100 or
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more than $500 or imprisened be incarcerated in the county jail for a period not exceeding 3 months, or

both.

{2) All officers of the law of this state or a one of its political subdrssionthereot subdivisions shall
enforce this chapter and prosecute persons violating it. The attorney general shall act as legal adviser of
the board and render legal assistance necessary in carrying out this chapter.

(3} THE BOARD MAY APPLY TO THE APPROPRIATE COURT FOR AN INJUNCTION AGAINST A

PERSON FOUND BY THE BOARD TO HAVE PRACTICED OR ATTEMPTED OR OFFERED TO PRACTICE

ENGINEERING ORLAND SURVEYING INTHISSTATEWITHOUT AVALIDCERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION.

{4) IF_A PERSON_VIOLATES AN INJUNCTION AGAINST PRACTICE WITHOUT A VALID

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION, THE COURT MAY IMPOSE A FINE IN AN AMOUNT NOT TQ EXCEED

$25,000.
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