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.s cu.fc. JOINT RESOLU 

INTRODUCED BY '""'--::~. !JjJ;-1/_ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE BOARD OF 

HOUSE Of 

LAND COMMISSIONERS TO BEGIN A SYSTEMATIC DISPOSITION OF 

CERTAIN STATE LANDS AND TO CONSOLI8ATE STATE LAND HOLDINGS 

TO SECURE THE GREATEST RETURN FOR THE SCHOOL TRUST ACCOUNT. 

WHEREAS, Article X, section 1::.., of the Montana 

Constitution and Title 77, chapter 2, part 3, MCA, authorize 

the Board of Land Commissioners to dispose of or exchange 

public lands as the best interests of the state may require; 

and 

WHEREAS, section 77-1-202, MCA, requires the Board to 

administer the state land trust to secure the largest 

measure of legitimate and reasonable advantage to the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board administers many small parcels of 

school trust land and other properties that, if sold, could 

generate greater long-term revenue benefits through 

investment of the sale proceeds in the school trust fund and 

through placement of the property on state tax rolls than 

might result in renting or leasing; and 
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WHEREAS, the exchange and consolidation of scattered 

state land holdings into larger, more manageable units could 

generate potentially greater revenue returns by making the 

units more economically desirable to lessees, reducing state 

administrative costs, providing enhanced recreational 

opportunities for Montana public land users and the sporting 

community, and resolving some problems associated with 

public access by making state lands more readily accessible. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Board of Land Commissioners be urged to 

evaluate state land holdings to determine wh~ch parcels 

could, in the long term, generate greater revenue for the 

school trust if the lands were sold and the property placed 

on state tax rolls than would be received in rent and 

leases. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board cf Land 

Commissioners be urged to begin a systematic disposition of 

those state lands, including documentation of reasons why 

any particular state lands have not been sold or of:ered for 

sale, and to deposit revenue received from the disposition 

of those lands in the state equalization aid account for the 

benefit of Montana schools. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Boa~d of Land 
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1 Commissioners be urged to exchange and consolidate state 

2 

3 

land holdings whenever 

management, reduce state 

possible to 

administrative 

provide 

costs, 

better 

provide 

4 enhanced recreational opportunities, and resolve tensions 

5 associated with public access by making state lands more 

6 accessible. 
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. l 

INTRODUCED BY TOEWS, TASH 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE BOARD OF 

LAND COMMISSIONERS TO BEGIN A SYSTEMATIC DISPOSITION OF 

CERTAIN STATE LANDS AND TO CONSOLIDATE STATE LAND HOLDINGS 

TD SECURE THE GREATEST RETURN FOR THE SeHeec TRUST 

FUNDS, 

AeeeBN'f 

WHEREAS, Article x, section 11, of the Montana 

Constitution and Title 77, chapter 2, part 3, MCA, authorize 

the Board of Land Commissioners to dispose of or exchange 

public lands as the best interests of the state may require; 

and 

WHEREAS, section 77-1-202, MCA, requires the Board to 

administer the state land trust to secure the largest 

measure of legitimate and reasonable advantage to the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board administers many small parcels of 

school trust land and other properties that, if sold, could 

generate greater long-term revenue benefits through 

investment of the sale proceeds in the sehoo¼ trust fnncl 

FUNDS and through placement of the property on state tax 
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WHEREAS, the exchange and consolidation of scattered 

state land holdings into larger, more manageable units could 

generate potentially greater revenue returns by making the 

units more economically desirable to lessees, reducing state 

administrative costs, providing enhanced recreational 

opportunities for Montana public land users and the sporting 

community, and resolving some problems associated with 

public access by making state lands more readily accessible. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Board of Land Commissioners be urged to 

evaluate state land holdings to determine which parcels 

could, in the long term, generate greater revenue for the 

~eheei trust FUNDS if the lands were sold and the property 

placed on state tax rolls than would be received in rent and 

leases. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Land 

Commissioners be urged to begin a systematic disposition of 

those state lands,--ifte½ttdtft~-doettmentet±on-of-reasofts-wny 

any-partiett¼a~-s~aee-½aftds-heve-not-been-so½d-or-of~ered-for 

sa¼e, and to deposit revenue received from lhe disposition 

of those lands in the seete-eqtlelization-eid-aeeottnt-for-the 

benef±t-of-Montene-~ehoe½~ APPROPRIATE PERMANENT FUND. 
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1 BE IT FORTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Land 

2 Commissioners be urged to exchange and consolidate state 

3 land holdings whenever possible co provide better 

4 management, reduce state administrative costs, provide 

5 enhanced recreational opportun:ties, a~d resolve tensions 

6 associated with public access by maKing state lands more 

7 accessible. 

-End-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY TOEWS, TASH 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE BOARD OF 

LAND COMMISSIONERS TO BEGIN A SYSTEMATIC DISPOSITION OF 

CERTAIN STATE LANDS AND TO CONSOLIDATE STATE LAND HOLDINGS 

TO SECURE THE GREATEST RETURN FOR THE seHeeb TRUST AeeeeN~ 

FUNDS. 

WHEREAS, Article x, section 11, of the Montana 

Constitution and Title 77, chapter 2, part 3, MCA, authori2e 

the Board of Land Commissioners to dispose of or exchange 

public lands as the best interests of the state may require; 

and 

WHEREAS, section 77-1-202, MCA, requires the Board to 

administer the state land trust to secure the largest 

measure of legitimate and reasonable advantage to the state; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board administers many small parcels of 

school trust land and other properties that, if sold, could 

generate greater long-term revenue benefits through 

investment of the sale proceeds in the school trust fttnd 

FUNDS and through placement of the property on state tax 
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WHEREAS, the exchange and consolidation of scattered 

state land holdings into larger, more manageable units could 

generate potentially greater revenue returns by making the 

units more economically desirable to lessees, reducing state 

administrative costs, providing enhanced recreational 

opportunities for Montana public land users and the sporting 

community, and resolving some problems associated with 

public access by making state lands more readily accessible. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Board of Land Commissioners be urged to 

evaluate state land holdings to determine which parcels 

could, in the long term, generate greater revenue for the 

eehee¼ trust FUNDS if the lands were sold and the property 

placed on state tax rolls than would be received in rent and 

leases. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Land 

Commissioners be urged to begin a systematic disposition of 

those state lands 7 --¼fte½ttd½ftg-doettmeft~a~¼o"-ef-~~aee"e-why 

a"y-parttett¼ar-etate-iaftde-ha¥e-ftet-eeeft-eo¼d-or-orrered-ror 

ea¼~, and to deposit revenue received from the disposition 

of those lands in the ~tate-eqnalizat±on-a±d-aeeo~nt-fer-t~~ 

benefit-of-Montana-8chooi8 APPROPRIATE PERMANENT FUND. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Land 

Commissioners be- ur.ged to 

land holdings whene·ver 

exchange and consolidate state 

possible to provide better 

4 managementr reduce state adminis.tra.tive costs, provide 

5 enhaneed recreational oppor.tunit-ie-s, and resolve tensions 

6 aSAOciated w.ith pub.lie access by making state lands more 

7 accessible. 

-End-
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