
SENATE BILL NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

AND THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

NOVEMBER 29, 1993 

DECEMBER 7, 1993 

DECEMBER 8, 1993 

DECEMBER 9, 1993 

DECEMBER 10, 1993 

DECEMBER 15, 1993 

DECEMBER 16, 1993 

DECEMBER 17, 1993 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITT'.'E 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE REC',MMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMZNDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPOR'i.. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 2. 

TRANSMITTED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

CO~MITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 88; NOES, 12. 

RETURNED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

RECEIVED FROM HOUSE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 



REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

AND THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE LICENSE 

FEE FOR CERTAIN LOBBYISTS; AMENDING SECTION 5-7-103, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-7-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"5-7-103. Licenses fees eligibility. (1) Any 

adult of good moral character who is otherwise qualified 

under this chapter may be licensed as a lobbyist. The 

15 commissioner shall provide a license application form. The 

16 application form may be obtained from and must be filed in 

17 the office of the commissioner an~--£±ied-therein. Upon 

18 approval of the application and receipt of the license fee 

19 e£--$l8 by the commissioner, a license shall must be issued 

20 wh±eh that entitles the licensee to practice lobbying on 

21 behalf of one or more enumerated principals. The license fee 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1s $25 for each lobbyist, except that the fee is $10 for 

each lobbyist who is a state government employee and who 

registers as a lobbyist on behalf uf a state___9Qvernment 

a~ Each license ~"a¼l-expi~e ~ires on December 31 cf 

~ ··'""·' L~,Jn~ 1,.;g,.,.,r ,., 
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SB 0005/01 

each even-numbered year or may be terminated at the request 

of the lobbyist. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection {2) (b), an 

application may not be disapproved without affording the 

applicant a hearing. The hearing must be held and the 

decision entered ~ithin 10 days of the date of the filing of 

the application. 

(b) An application may not be approved if a principal 

has failed to file reports required under 5-7-208. 

(3) The fines and license fees collected under this 

chapter ~ha¼¼ must be deposited in the state treasury." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [Tnis act] is 

effective January l, 1994. 

-End-

-2-

'>& 5' 
INTRODUCED BILL 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SB0005. as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: Increases the registration fee for lobbyists. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The current registration fee is $10 for non-state employee lobbyists. This fee will increase to $25 for about 500 

registered lobbyists. The increase in general fund revenue is estimated to be $7,500 (500 x $15). 
2. The current registration fee for state employees is -0-. This will increase to $10 for about 300 state employee 

lobbyists. The increase in general fund revenue is estimated to be $3,000 (300 x $10). 
3. It is assumed that payment of the $10 fees will be allocated among various fund types and will have a minimal impact on 

the expenditures of state agencies. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: Current Law 
General Fund (01) -lobbying license 50 

FY.' ~4 
Proposed Law 

50 

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXP~NDITURES: 
None. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
Increased general fund revenue of about $10,500 per biennium. 

\JJ S' 
DAVID LEWIS, 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Difference 
0 

Current Law 
5,000 

FL' ~5. 
Proposed Law 

15,500 
Difference 

10,500 

ROBERT "BOB" BROWN, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE 
Fiscal Note for SB0005. as introduced 

se 5' 
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SENATE BILL NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

AND THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE LICENSE 

FEE FOR eBR~~TN LOBBYISTS; PROVIDING FOR WAIVER OF THE FEE; 

AMENDING SECTION 5-7-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

BA~B DATES." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT IS NECESSARY FOR THIS 

BILL BECAUSE 5-7-103 AUTHORIZES THE COMMISSIONER OF 

POLITICAL PRACTICES TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING THE WAIVER 

PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (1) OF THAT SECTION. 

THE LEGISLATURE INTENDS THAT RULES ADOPTED BY THE 

COMMISSIONER SPECIFY THE PROCEDURES TO BE USED BY A LOBBYIST 

WHEN APPLYING FOR A HARDSHIP WAIVER AND THE STANDARD~ TO BE 

USED BY THE COMMISSIONER IN DETERMINING WHETHER A HARDSHIP 

EXISTS. THE COMMISSIONER MA¥ SPECIFY CATEGORIES OF LICENSES 

OR LOBBYISTS FOR WHICH HARDSHIP WAIVERS WILL BE GRANTED. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 5-7-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

•s-7-103. Licenses fees eligibility -- WAIVER. 
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(1) Any adult of good moral character who is otherwise 

qualified under this chapter may be licensed as a lobbyist. 

The commissioner shall provide a license application form. 

The application form may be obtained from and must be filed 

in the office of the commissioner 8nd--ii¼ed--~kere~n. Upon 

approval of the application and receipt of the license fee 

0£-$¼8 by the commissioner, a license sha½¼ must be issued 

whi~h that entitles the · licensee to practice lobbying on 

behalf of one or more enumerated principals. The license fee 

is i!§. ~ for each lobbyist,-exeeFt-thet-the-fee-i~-$19-fe~ 

eaeh-¼obby±st-who-±s-e-s~a~e--goverftfflen~--efflp¼oyee--aftd--who 

reqie~e~e--ae--a--¼obby±st--o"--eehair-eE-a-sta~e-gever"fflen~ 

89.!.!!.E..I...: Each license eha¼¼-e~p±re expires on December 31 of 

each even-numbered year or may be terminated at the request 

of the lobbyist. A LOBBYIST WHO BELIEVES THAT PAYMENT OF THE 

LICENSE FEE MAY CONSTITUTE A HARDSHIP MAY APPLY TO THE 

COMMISSIONER FOR A WAIVER OF THE FEE REQUIRED BY THIS 

SECTION. THE COMMISSIONER MAY WAIVE THE LICENSE FEE UPON 

PROOF BY THE LOBBYIST THAT PAYMENT OF THE FEE CONSTITUTES A 

HARDSHIP. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), an 

application may not be disapproved without affording the 

applicant a hearing. The hearing must be held and the 

decision entered within 10 days of the date of the filing of 

the application. 

-2- SB 5 

SECOND READING 



SB 0005/02 

l (b) An application may not be approved if a principal 

2 has failed to file reports required under 5-7-208. 

3 (3) The fines and license fees collected under this 

4 chapter 9ha¼i must be deposited in the state treasury~ 

5 
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9 

10 

(4) THE COMMISSIONER MAY ADOPT RULES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

WAIVER PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION ilJ." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective -aace DATES. -TT!\Is 

aetf-is (1) [SECTION 1(4) AND THIS SECTION) ARE effective 

aan~ary-l,-1994 ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

(2) [SECTION 1(1) THROUGH (3)) IS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 

11 1994. 

-End-

-3- SB 5 
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SENATE BILL NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

AND THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE LICENSE 

FEE FOR eBR~~tN LOBBYISTS; PROVIDING FOR WAIVER OF THE FEE; 

AHENDUlG SECTION 5-7-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

BA~B DATES." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT IS NECESSARY FOR THIS 

BILL BECAUSE 5-7-103 AUTHORIZES THE COMMISSIONER OF 

POLITICAL PRACTICES TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING THE WAIVER 

PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (1) OF THAT SECTION. 

THE LEGISLATURE INTENDS THAT RULES ADOPTED BY THE 

COHMISSIONER SPECIFY THE PROCEDURES TO BE USED BY A LOBBYIST 

WHEN APPLYING FOR A HARDSHIP WAIVER AND THE STANDARDS TO BE 

USED BY THE COHMISSIONER IN DETERMINING WHETHER A HARDSHIP 

EXISTS. THE COHMISSIONER MAY SPECIFY CATEGORIES OF LICENSES 

OR LOBBYISTS FOR WHICH ~_j)SHIP WAIVERS WILL BE GRANTED. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-7-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

•s-7-103. Licenses fees eligibility -- WAIVER. 

~.,.., .. ..,.~ .. counc• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0005/02 

(1) Any adult of good moral character who is otherwise 

qualified under this chapter may be licensed as a l_obbyist. 

The commissioner shall provide a license application form. 

The application form may be obtained from and must be filed 

in the office of the commissioner and--r*¼ed--there*n. upon 

approval of the application and receipt of the license fee 

of-$%8 by the commissioner, a license sha¼¼ must be issued 

which that entitles the licensee to practice lobbying on 

behalf of one or more enumerated principals. The license fee 

is ill ill for each lobbyistr-e•eepe-thae-the-ree-is-$¼8-ror 

each-¼obbyiat-whe-is-a-state--government--emp¼eyee--and--who 

re9is~ere--as--a--¼ebbyis~--en--behalE-ef-a~sea~e-9c•ernmene 

a~ Each license shal¼-e~pire expires on December 31 of 

each even-numbered year or may be terminated at the request 

of the lobbyist. A LOBBYIST WHO BELIEVES THAT PAYMENT OF THE 

LICENSE FEE MAY CONSTITUTE A HARDSHIP AAY APPLY TO THE 

COMMISSIONER FOR A WAIVER OF THE FEE REQUIRED BY THIS 

SECTION. THE COMMISSIONER KAY WAIVE THE LICENSE FEE UPON 

PROOF BY THE LOBBYIST THAT PAYMENT OF THE FEE CONSTITUTES A 

HARDSHIP. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), an 

application may not be disapproved without affording the 

applicant a hearing. The hearing must be held and the 

decision entered within lO days of the date of the filing of 

the application. 

-2- SB 5 
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l ( b) An application may not· be approved if a principal 

2 has failed to file repo.rts required under 5-7-208. 

3 (3) The fines and license fees collected under this 

4 chapter. ehai¼ must be deposited in the state treasury. 

5 ill THE COMMISSIONER MAY ADOPT RULES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

6 WAIVER PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (l)," 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective -ane DATES. -TT!\1s 

8 ae~t-b (1) [SECTION 1(4) AND THIS SECTIOl'i ] ARE effective 

9 aanaary-:7-:99♦ Qll. PAS~9E AND APPROVAL. 

10 (2) [SECTION 1(1) THROUGH (3)] IS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 

11 1994, 

-End-

-3- SB 5 
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SENATE BILL NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

AND THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE LICENSE 

FEE FOR eeRY~iN LOBBYISTS; PROVIDING FDR NAIVER OF THE FEE; 

AMENDING SECTION 5-7-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

BA~B DATES." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT IS NECESSARY FOR THIS 

BILL BECAUSE 5-7-103 AUTHORIZES THE COMMISSIONER OF 

POLITICAL PRACTICES TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING THE WAIVER 

PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (1) OF THAT SECTION. 

THE LEGISLATURE INTENDS THAT RULES ADOPTED BY THE 

COMMISSIONER SPECIFY THE PROCEDURES TO BE USED BY A LOBBYIST 

WHEN APPLYING FOR A HARDSHIP NAIVER AND THE STANDARDS TO BE 

USED BY THE COMMISSIONER IN DETERMINING WHETHER A HARDSHIP 

EXISTS. THE COHIIISSIONER MAY SPECIFY CATEGORIES OF LICENSES 

OR LOBBYISTS FOR WHICH HARDSHIP WAIVERS WILL BE GRANTED. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5-7-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"5-7-103. Licenses fe.:,a eligibility -- WAIVER. 
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11) Any adult of good moral character who is otherwise 

qualified under this chapter may be licensed as a lobbyist. 

The c011111,issioner shall provide a license application form. 

The application form may be obtained from and must be filed 

in the office of the commissioner and--fiied--therein. Upon 

approval of the application and receipt of the license fee 

ef-$¼8 by the commissioner, a license aftali must be issued 

whieh that entitles the licensee to practice lobbying on 

behalf of one or more enumerated principals. The license fee 

is lli ill for each lobbyist7-exeept-that-the-fee-is-$i8-for 

eaeh-iobbyiat-who-ie-a-state--9o•ernaent--e■plo7ee--and--who 

re9¼e~ere--aa--e--¼obbyis~--on--behaif-ef-a-a~aee-9ewern■en~ 

a~ Each license ahai¼-expire expires on December 31 of 

each even-numbered year or may be terminated at the request 

of the lobbyist. A LOBBYIST WHO BELIEVES THAT PAYMENT OP THE 

LICENSE FEE MAY CONSTITUTE A HARDSHIP MAY APPLY TO THE 

COMMISSIONER FOR A WAIVER OF THE FEE REQUIRED BY THIS 

SECTION. THE COMMISSIONER MAY NAIVE THE LICENSE FEE UPON 

PROOF BY THE LOBBYIST THAT PAYMENT OF THE FEE CONSTITUTES A 

HARDSHIP. 

(21 (a) Except as provided in subsection 12)(b), an 

application ■ay not be disapproved without affording the 

applicant a hearing. The hearing must be held and the 

decision entered within 10 days of the date of the filing of 

the application. 

-2- SB 5 
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l (b) An application may not be approved if a principal 

2 has failed to file reports required under 5-7-208. 

3 (3) The fines and license fees collected under this 

4 chapter she¼¼ must be deposited in the state treasury. 

5 ill THE COMMISSIONER MAY ADOPT RULES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

6 WAIVER PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION ill•" 

7 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective -aace DATES. -rrliis 

8 setf-ie (l) [SECTION 1(4) AND THIS SECTION) ARE effective 

9 ~Sftttary-¼7-¼994 ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

lO ( 2) [ SECTION l ( l) THROUGH ( 3 l) IS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 

ll 1994. 

-End-

-3- SB 5 




