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/ Irr ,c f iornT REsowTI~N No. 5 __ 
INTRODUCED BY I \iiH1t ( L11diltd.4/{ -----

I/ .; 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE !iOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THI: 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO STUDY 

THE FEASIBILITY OF OPERATING A PROGRAM TO PREPARE RECIPIENTS 

OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN STATE-FUNDED PROGRAMS 

THAT PROVIDE SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH DISAB:LITIES AND TO 

REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, a person with developmental disabilities should 

be given every opportunity to live in the least restrictive 

setting possible while receiving appropriate services from 

personnel who have the training and sKills necessary to 

address each disabled individual's un1q~e needs; and 

WHEREAS, there may be inC~v1dua:s in the grcup of 

low-income people receiving pub:ic ass~stance benefits who 

would be capable of employment in programs that provide 

services to Montanans with developmental disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan has developed a small pilot program of 

training, support, and superv1s1on that nas assisted 

low-income families and families on public assistance in 

becoming foster families for a small number of children with 

developmental disabilities, and that program should be 
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studied for its advantages and disadvantages; ar.d 

WHEN.EA$, tnere may be current programs ~ithi~ tf1.e 

Departme~t of Social and Rehabilitation Ser\·ices that ,,,,.culd 

oe dble t~ accomplish similar objecLives thr □ Jgh enao~i119 

legis:ativn or fLlnding; and 

WHEREAS, there may be cost savings to the s~ate by 

assisting the transition of individuals from public 

assistance to employment and independence; and 

WHEREAS, Montana's goal of appropriate care for persons 

with developmental disabilities and meaningf~! en:plcyrrent 

for individuals receiving public assistance may oe addressed 

through a complementary program involving beth popu:ations. 

NOW, THEaEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SE~AT~ AND :HE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TEE STATE OF MONTANA: 

·:'hat the Department of Social and Rehabil~:a:ion 

Se:-vices c0:1duct a study of the Michigan :.ivin.,; :,.n Fal.:,.:y 

Environ:r,ents (L.l.F,E.) Program in o:der t.G determir,e if a 

similar program in Montana would be feasible a~d i~ the best 

interest of people with develo~nental disabilities and 

individuals receiving public assistance ~~d if a similar 

program wculd be cost-effective £or lhe Seate of Monca~a. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, t!:.at the study i:--1clude 

a!ternat1ves to assist curre~t prcgr~ms d(;.'.111;::".'.;.'."':,:; ~.n.e 

same goals as these of the L.I.F.E. progra~, tai:ored :o use 

-2- Hill<. 5' 
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1 the resources available ir. Mor.ca~a and to meet the needs of 

2 ou-r citizens with developmental disaoilities. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Social 

4 and Rehabilitation Services s:~dy t~e public assistance 

5 recipient population and any ccte: appropriate population 

6 that could be suitably trained and suppcr=ed in meeting the 

7 needs of persons witn deve:vpwental disabilities, while 

8 assisting the recipient ~f p~blic assistance in acnieving 

9 

10 

employment and 

functionality 

a 

in 

greater 

society 

leve: of 

c:-.r .:i..:.gr. 

independence and 

training, support, 

il financial compensation, and medical assistance. 

l2 

13 

14 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, ~hat the written findings and 

recommendations; the identification of possible program 

options; the cost-effect:veness and potential savings, if 

15 any; and the draft legislation necessary to implement the 

16 recommendations be presented tot.he 54th Legislature on or 

17 before November 15, 1994. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY / KY { ~Jd~"-
1 
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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO STUDY 

THE FEASIBILITY OF OPERATING A PROGRAM TO PREPARE RECIPIENTS 

OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN STATE-FUNDED PROGRAMS 

THAT PROVIDE SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND TO 

REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, a person with developmental disabilities should 

be given every opportunity to live in the least restrictive 

setting possible while receiving appropriate services from 

personnel who have the training and skills necessary to 

address each disabled individual's unique needs: and 

WHEREAS, there may be individuals in the group of 

low-income people receiving public assistance benefits who 

would be capable of employment in programs that provide 

services to Montanans with developmental disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan has developed a small pilot program of 

training,. support, and supervision that has assisted 

low-income families and families on public assistance in 

becoming foster families for a small number of children with 

developmental disabilities, and that program should be 
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studied for its advantages and disadvantages; and 

WHEREAS,. there may be current programs within the 

Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services that would 

be able to accomplish similar objectives through enabling 

legislation or funding; and 

WHEREAS,. there may be cost savings to the state by 

assisting the transition of individuals from public 

assistance to employment and independence; and 

WHEREAS,. Montana's goal of appropriate care for persons 

with developmental disabilities and meaningful employment 

for individuals receiving public assistance may be addressed 

through a complementary program involving both populations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services conduct a study of the Michigan Living in Family 

Environments (L.I.F.E.) Program in order to determine if a 

similar program in Montana would be feasible and in the best 

interest of people with developmental disabilities and 

individuals receiving public assistance and if a similar 

program would be cost-effective for the State of Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study include 

alternatives to assist current programs in achieving the 

same goals as those of the L.I.F.E. program, tailored to use 

-2- H ii I<. 5' 
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l the resources available in Montana and to meet the needs of 

2 our citizens with developmental disabilities. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Social 

4 and Rehabilitation Services study the public assistance 

5 recipient population and any other appropriate population 

6 that could be suitably trained and supported in meeting the 

7 

B 

9 

10 

needs of 

assisting 

employment 

persons with developmental disabilities, while 

the recipient of public assistance in achieving 

and a greater level of independence and 

functionality in society through training, support, 

11 financial compensation, and medical assistance. 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the written findings and 

13 recommendations; the identification of possible program 

14 options; the cost-effectiveness and potential savings, if 

15 any; and the draft legislation necessary to implement the 

16 recommendations be presented to the 54th Legislature on or 

17 before November 15, 1994. 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO STUDY 

THE FEASIBILITY OF OPERATING A PROGRAM TO PREPARE RECIPIENTS 

OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN STATE-FUNDED PROGRAMS 

THAT PROVIDE SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND TO 

REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, a person with developmental disabilities should 

be given every opportunity to live in the least restrictive 

setting possible while receiving appropriate services from 

personnel who have the training and skills necessary to 

address each disabled individual's unique needs; and 

WHEREAS, there may be individuals in the group of 

low-income people receiving public assistance benefits who 

would be capable of employment in programs that provide 

services to Montanans with developmental disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan has developed a small pilot program of 

training, support, and supervision that has assisted 

low-income families and families on public assistance in 

becoming foster families for a small number of children with 

developmental disabilities, and that program should be 

~ •·-w• Caundl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0116/01 

studied for its advantages and disadvantages; and 

WHEREAS., there may be current programs within the 

Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services that would 

be able to accomplish similar objectives through enabling 

legislation or funding; and 

lfBEREAS, there may be coat savings to the state by 

assisting the tiansition of individuals froa public 

assistance to employment and independence; and 

WHEREAS, Montana's goal of appropriate care for persons 

with developmental disabilities and meaningful employment 

for individuals receiving public assistance may be addressed 

through a complementary program involving both populations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services conduct a study of the Michigan Living in Family 

Environments (L.I.F.E.) Program in order to determine if a 

similar program in Montana would be feasible and in the best 

interest of people with developmental disabilities and 

individuals receiving public assistance and if a similar 

program would be cost-effective for the State of Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study include 

alternatives to assist current programs in achieving the 

same goals as those of the L.I.F.E. program, tailored to use 

-2- H'il~ 5" 
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l the resources available in Montana and to meet the needs of 

2 our citizens with developmental disabilities. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Social 

4 and Rehabilitation Services study the public assistance 

5 recipient population and any other appropriate population 

6 that could be suitably trained and supported in meeting the 

needs of 

assisting 

persons with 

the recipient 

developmental disabilities, while 7 

8 

9 employment and a greater 

of public assistance in achieving 

level of independence and 

10 functionality in society through training, support, 

11 financial compensation, and medical assistance. 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the written findings and 

13 recommendations; the identification of possible program 

14 options; the cost-effectiveness and potential savings, if 

15 any; and the draft legislation necessary to implement the 

16 recommendations be presented to the 54th Legislature on or 

17 before November 15, 1994. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5 

INTRODUCED BY BOHLINGER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES TO STUDY 

THE FEASIBILITY OF OPERATING A PROGRAM TO PREPARE RECIPIENTS 

OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN STATE-FUNDED PROGRAMS 

THAT PROVIDE SERVICES TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND TO 

REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE 54TH LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, a person with developmental disabilities should 

be given every opportunity to live in the least restrictive 

setting possible while receiving appropriate services from 

personnel who have the training and skills necessary to 

address each disabled individual's unique needs; and 

WHEREAS, there may be individuals in the group of 

low-income people receiving public assistance benefits who 

would be capable of employment in programs that provide 

services to Montanans with developmental disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan has developed a small pilot program of 

training, support, and supervision that has assisted 

low-income families and families on public assistance in 

becoming foster families for a small number of children with 

developmental disabilities, and that program should be 
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studied for its advantages and disadvantages: and 

WHEREAS, there may be current programs within the 

Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services that would 

be able to accomplish similar objectives through enabling 

legislation or funding; and 

WHEREAS, there may be cost savings to the state by 

assisting the transition of individuals from public 

assistance to employment and independence; and 

WHEREAS, Montana's goal of appropriate care for persons 

with developmental disabilities and meaningful employment 

for individuals receiving public assistance may be addressed 

through a complementary program involving both populations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 

Services conduct a study of the Michigan Living in Family 

Environments {L.I.F.E.) Program in order to determine if a 

similar program in Montana would be feasible and in the best 

interest of people with developmental disabilities and 

individuals receiving public assistance and if a similar 

program would be cost-effective for the State of Montana. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study include 

alternatives to assist current programs in achieving the 

same goals as those of the L.I,F.E. program, tailored to use 

-2- HJR 5 
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1 the resources available in Montana and to meet the needs of 

2 our citizens with developmental disabilities. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Social 

4 and Rehabilitation Services study the public assistance 

5 recipient population and any other appropriate population 

6 that could be suitably trained and supported in meeting the 

7 needs of persons with developmental disabilities, while 

8 assisting the recipient of public assistance in achieving 

9 employment and a greater level of independence and 

10 functionality in society through trainin-g, support, 

11 financial compensation, and medical assistance. 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the written findings and 

13 recommendations: the identification of possible program 

14 options; the cost-effectiveness and potential savings, if 

15 any: and the draft legislation necessary to implement the 

16 recommendations be presented to the 54th Legislature on or 

17 before November 15, 1994. 

-End-
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